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ABSTRACT
The objective of this work was to determine the composition of the 
avifauna of the Mexican State of Tabasco as well a3 the geographic and 
ecologic distribution, the seasonal status^  and the identification of each 
subspecies that occurs within the State.
Since the publication of the Distributional Check-list of the Birds 
of Mexico. 166 species have been added to the list of Tabascan birds main­
ly as a result of four expeditions sponsored by the Louisiana State Univer­
sity Museum of Zoology. TVro species never before taken in Mexico were 
collected: Terenotriceus erythruru3 and Heliothryx barrot1.
A summary of past ornithological research is included as well as a 
resume and itinerary of the four LSUMZ expeditions. A brief description 
of the geography and climate of Tabasco is given. The State has been di­
vided into seven major habitats: mangrove; tropical rain forest; dry trop­
ical evergreen forest; fresh-water swamp forest; marshland; savanna; and 
littoral. Each of these habitats as well as the more important collecting 
areas located in them are described. The climate of Tabasco is character­
ised by a rather uniform and high year round temperature, high humidity, 
high annual rainfall, and little to no wind. The year is divided into two 
parts, the wet and the dry seasons. Teapa with 181 inches and Tenosique 
with 83 inches have the highest annual rainfall in the State. Both local­
ities are situated at the base of the Chiapas mountains and are in the rain 
forest belt.
x
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Each of the 457 species that has been recorded from the State is 
discussed. Under each account are listed all the specimens of that spe­
cies that were collected by the four expeditions to Tabasco. For each 
specimen th6 locality, date, and collector are given* in most cases the sex 
and weight are also 3tated. All published records that mention specific 
localities are cited in the species accounts.
In an analysis of the 457 species that make up the Tabascan avifauna, 
fourteen are found to be erroneously recorded or at least of very doubtful 
occurrence, and thirty-three are included on the basis of sight records 
only. Of the 443 definitely recorded species, 286 are permanent or sum­
mer residents, 125 are winter visitants or transients, and thirty-two are 
stragglers. Of the 286 permanent and suraner residents (breeding birds),
155 are most commonly found in the rain forest belt, sixty-three in the 
marshland habitat and its fringes, thirty-six in the savanna and its brushy 
borders, seven in the fresh-water swamp forest, five in the littoral, five 
in the dry tropical evergreen forest, and three in the mangroves. Nine 
species are so widespread in their distribution that it is not possible to 
categorize them according to any specific habitat. Thirty-nine per cent 
of the winter visitants and transients are water birds, and the majority 
of these are members of the order Gharadriiformes.
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INTRODUCTION
Tabasco is one of the twenty-nine states that, along with the Federal 
District and two territories, comprise the Republic of Mexico. This State 
i3 located in the extreme southeastern section of the Country, on the north­
ern coast of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. Tabasco lies between 17°151 and 
18°39' north latitude and between 90°59’ and %°08» west longitude. Its 
greatest extent from west to east along any one parallel of latitude is 203 
miles, and its greatest extent from north to south along any one meridian 
of longitude is 81 miles. Tabasco has an area of 9*782 square miles. It 
is bounded on the west by Veracruz, on the south by Chiapas, on the south­
east by the Republic of Guatemala, on the northeast by Campeche, and on the 
north by the Gulf of Mexico. Tabasco is very irregular in form and does 
not represent a compact geographical unit (Figure 1). It may be said to 
be composed of three separate sections narrowly united with one another.
Die most nearly disjunct of these three is the easternmost extension of the 
State, comprising the municipios of Bniliano Zapata, Salancln, and Tenosique 
(a municipio is equivalent to a county in the United States; Tabasco is com­
posed of seventeen municipios). At the narrowest point along the neck that 
connects this section with the remainder of the State, only 7 miles separate 
the States of Campeche and Chiapas. The entire State is located in the 
tropical Gulf lowlands, and despite its lack of geographical unity, it shows 
comparatively little variation in its habitat.
1
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2Figure 1.
Map of Tabasco showing all localities and municipios mentioned in text. 
The inset shows the position of Tabasco in the Republic of Mexico.
List of localities
The numbers in parentheses in the following list identify the po 
the localities on the map.
Allende (19) Laguna Macoacan (7)
Arenal (4?) Laguna Matillas (29)
Atasta (21) La Palma (59)
3alancan (47) La Reforma (51)
Boca del Cerro (56) La Ribera (57)
Buluji (39) La Venta (1)
Campo Magall.anes (4) Macuspana (36)
Cantem6 (42) Miramar (17)
Cardenas (11) Nacajuca (16)
Chable (45) Ocuapan (12)
Chontalpa (14) Paraiso (6)
Chotal (62) Pato (48)
Ciudad Pemex (34) Provincia (53)
Comalcalco (3) Rio Chico (44)
Corozal (32) Rio San Pedro y San Pal
Cunduacan (10) Sabanas Nuevas (28)
EL Lim6n in Balancan municipio (52) San Carlos (35)
El Limon in Macuspana municipio (33) Sanchez Magallanes (2)
EL Mulato (31) San Isidro (58)
EL Zopilote (40) San Ramon (30)
Ekiliano Zapata (46) Santa Rosa (60)
Encrucijada (33) Santo Tbmas (61)
Francisco Rued a (5) Tacotalpa (26)
Frontera (18) Thpijulapa (27)
Huastecas (23) Teapa (25)
Huimanguillo (13) Tenosique (55)
Jalapa (24) Tierra Colorado (20)
Jalpa de Mendez (15) Tortuguero (37)
Jonuta (43) Triunfo (50)
La Concepcion (54) Tulipan (9)
Laguna del Carmen (3) Villahermosa (22)
List of municipios
The letters in parentheses identify the positions of the municipios on the map,
Balancan (?) 
Cardenas (B)
Centla (H)
Centro (I) 
Comalcalco (D) 
Cunduacan (G) 
Eniliano Zapata (0) 
Huimanguillo (A) 
Jalapa (J)
Jalpa de Mendez (S) 
Jonuta (N) 
Macuspana (M) 
Nacajuca (F)
Paraiso (C) 
Tacotalpa (L)
Teapa (K)
Tenosique (Q)
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4According to the 1950 census, 362,716 people reside within the State 
(Geografia de Tabasco. 1958: 6). The city of Villahermosa, the capital, 
is located in the center of the State and has a population of 33,578. The 
population density within the State is 39.7 persons per square mile. The 
State is overpopulated, and very little virgin country remains. The major 
portion of the population is of Indian descent, and native villages and huts 
are spread throughout the area of Tabasco.
Great strides have been made in the last few years by the improvement 
of transportation conditions within the State. Until the late 1950's, one 
could not enter Tabasco by car. In 1959 many ferries and the unpaved con­
dition of most roads hampered the traveler. Ey 1961 pavement reached from 
the Rio Tonali (Veracruz line) to Villahermosa and thence to Front*ra and 
the Rio San Pedro y San Pablo (Campeche line). Today pavement also extends 
from Villahermosa to Teapa and from Cardenas to Chontalpa. Nearly all the 
ferries have been replaced by bridges. It is still impossible, however, 
to travel by road to the eastern section and the towns of Jonuta, Baillano 
Zapata, Balancln, and Tenosique; although such a connection is being plan­
ned. That area can be reached, however, by railroad from Chontalpa and 
Teapa, or by boat from Villahermosa and Frontera via the Rios Grijalva and 
Usumacinta. Airplane service is also quite frequent between Villahermosa 
and Bniliano Zapata, Balancan, and Tenosique.
Compared to many of the Mexican States, Tabasco has been slighted orni- 
thologically. Anything collectors could obtain in Tabasco could also be 
found in southern Veracruz with less effort. If the collector were to exert 
the effort necessary to enter Tabasco, he might as well go the entire dis­
tance and travel on to the Yucatan Peninsula, an area with many unique and 
peculiar forms. Until recently, difficulties of transportation within the
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
5State have limited the work of bird collectors. That the ornithology of 
Tabasco has not been previously investigated thoroughly can be ascertained 
by a glance at Table I, which cites 166 species that have been added to the 
Tabascan avifaunal list since the publication of the Distributional Check­
list of the Birds of Mexico, parts I (Friedmann, Grisccm, and Moore, 1950) 
and II (Miller et al., 1957)• The reason the majority of these species 
were previously unreported was not their rarity but rather the lack of orni­
thological work in the area. Indeed, many of the added forms are among the 
more common species found within the State. Shore birds and water birds, 
in particular, had been ignored.
To date, the most important work covering the avifauna of Tabasco is 
that of Brodkorb (1%3). This publication is principally a report on a 
collection of birds made by Ei*i Katuda, a botanist, in tiv: region of the 
Bio Usumacinta, but Brodkorb also stmsaarizes the information then known 
on the avifauna of the entire region and discusses the geography and climate
of the area. This work has been of utmost help to me in my research and
was instrumental in stimulating my interest in the area.
I first entered Tabasco in February 1959 and have, between that time
and December 1961, spent approximately eight months collecting birds in
various sections of the State. During that period I have traversed almost 
every road within the State and have visited each of the seventeen munici­
pios of which Tabasco is composed (Figure 2). I have traveled to my des­
tinations by foot, horseback, boat, automobile, railroad, and airplane.
In the course of our survey of the State, my companions and I have collected 
1133 specimens representing 368 species. Concentration during the later 
expeditions to the area was on quality rather than quantity. Of the 368 
species taken, 122 had not previously been collected in the State. Twenty-
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
6three species were observed for the first time within Tabasco, but were 
not collected. Table I gives a list of 166 species that are now known to 
occur in Tabasco whose ranges, as stated within the Mexican Check-list, do 
not include the State. In addition to my own records, this table lists the 
specimen and sight records of other workers who have been in the area.
M7 own specimens and field experience form the nucleus of this study, 
but I have been fortunate in being able to draw heavily upon the field notes 
and specimens of other ornithologists who have worked within the State in 
recent years. In addition, I have assembled all the published data on the 
Tabascan avifauna in an attempt to make this report as complete as possible. 
Unfortunately, however, I have not been able to examine personally all the 
extant Tabascan material.
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7TABLE I
SPECIES ADDH) TO THE TABASCAN AVIFAUNAL LIST SINCE THE PUBLICATION
OF THE MEXICAN CHECK-LIST
A species whose name is preceded by a single asterisk is not yet rep­
resented by a specimen* In a few instances, a species was deliberately 
emitted by the Mexican Check-list as occurring in Tabasco despite published 
records, and there were also a few obvious oversights. Double asterisks 
indicate this condition. Triple asterisks precede the names of the two 
species that were recorded for the first time in the Republic of Mexico.
1. Podiceps dominicus
2. Podilymbus podiceps
3. Fregata magnificens
**4. Ardea herodias
5. Bubulcus ibis
6. Nyctanassa violacea
**7. Heteroenus mexicanus
8. Botaurus pdLnnatus
*9. Jabiru aycteria
*10. Plegadis chihi
*11. Anser albifrons
**12. Cairina moschata
*13. Mareca americana
*14. Ooorura dominica
15. Cathartes burrovianus
16. Chondrohierax uncinatus
17. Harpagus bidentatus
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
TABLE I— Continued
18. Ietinie misisippienaia
19. Boatrhamua aociabilia
*20. Accipiter cooperii
*21. Accipiter atriatua
22. Buteo albieaadatus
*23. Buteo swainsoni
*24. Buteo platypterus
25. Buteo brachyurua
26. Hrpcaaorphnua urubitiru?a
27. Spiaaatur nelanoleucua
*28. Spis&etua ornatus
*29. Spisaetus tyrannua
*30. Circua cyaneua
*31. Geranospixa nigra
32. Mieraatur senitorauatus
33. Polyborua cheriway
*34. Falco peregrinua
35. Faleo femor&lis
36. Falco spanrerius
37. Arasddea axil!aria
38. Laterallua ruber
*39. fliG I inula chloropus
40. FUlica americaua
**41. Reliomia fulica
*42. Haamatopus palliatus
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
TA.BLE I— Continued
43. Squatarola squatarola
44. Plurialis dominies
45. Charadriua aemipalmatus
46. Charadrius alexandrinus
47. Charadrius wilsonia
48. Numenius americanus
49. Trinxa solitaria
50. Catootroohorus semipalmatus
51. Arenaria interpres
52. Lianodranua ariseua
53. Crocethia alba
54. Ereunetes pusillua
55. Sreunetea manri
56. Erolia bairdii
57. Srolia aelanotos
58. Erolia alpina
59. Kicrop&laaa hioantopus
60. Laras delawarensis
61. Larus atrieilla
62. Laras pipixcan
63. Larus Philadelphia
64. Geloehelidon nilotica
*65. Hydroprogne easpia
66. Sterna forsteri
67. Sterna albifrons
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TABLE I— Continued
68. Thalasaeua narfwma
69. Thalasaaaa aandvicensia 
*70, Colunba livia
71. Colaaba flariroatria
72. Columba speclosa 
73* Zeoaldura macroura 
74* Scardafella inea 
75* ClaraTis pretiosa
76• Plonopaitta hacmatotis 
77* Aaasoaa farlnoaa
73. Coccyaus minor
79* Lophoatrix criatata
80. Qjaucidloa nimtiaalawa
81. Speotyto ctgdcnlaria 
**82. Ciecaba rirgata
83* Caprlamljcua Carolina nala 
■*84. Capriaulgua aacnlicaqdua 
85. Chaetnra pelaglca 
*86. ftunyptila cayennensia
87. Florlsuga aelllTora
88. Anthracothorax prevoatli 
89* Chlorostllbon caaltatii
90. arlocharla allciaa
91. Aaaailia cyanocephala 
■*92, Laaporala elwaanclaa
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TABLE I— Continued
***93. Heliothryx barroti
94. Hotherchus Bacrortamchus
95. Centurus paroaaeua
96. Spfaorrapieua rariua
97. Dendrocincla hcoochroa
98. Glypborhynchua apirorua
99. Desdrocolaptaa certhia
100. Dysithaanus mentalia
101. Cotinga aaabilia
102. Rhytipterna holarythra
*♦103. Tityra soaifaaciata
104. Sayornis nigricans
105. Muscivora forfieata
**106. Tyrannua tyrannua
*107. Tyramras rcrticalia
108. Hyiarchus erinitua
109. Hyiarchus yucatanensis
110. Bapidonaz vireaecna
111. Bapidoaar traillii
**0 1 2 . Tbrenotriccus arrthrurua
*113. ProKse aubia
114. Petrochclidon rarrrhonota
115. Siparia riparia
116. HLrundo ruatica
117. Iridoprocne bicolor
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12
TABLE I— Continued
118. Cistothorus platensla
119. Thryothorua albinuoha
120. Troglodytes aedon
121. Minus polyglottoa
122. Turdua assiailis
123. Rylocichla Minina
124. Polioptlla plunbea
125. Anthua apinoletta
126. Bcaabycilla cedrorqa
127. Lanina ludovjclanua
128. Qyelarhis gu.1anensis
129. ^B»]*agdolanlua pulehellua 
*130. Sturaus rulgarls
131. Yireo pallena
132. Yireo flarlfrona 
*133. Ylreo aolitariua
134. Ylreo ollraceua
135. Ylreo philad alphleua
136. Ylreo gilrua
137. Chlorophases spisa
138. Qranerpes cyaneua
139. Coereba flaveola
*140. Protonotaria cltrea
*141. Yennivora chrysoptera
142. YerniTora pinua
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TABLE I— Continued
143. Vermivora peregrins
144. Vermivora celata
14$. Parula oitiajumi
*L46. Dendroica tigrina
**147. Dendroica virens
*148. Dendroica occidentalis
149. Dendroica fuaca
150. Dendroica dominica
151. Dendroica palmarun
152. Granatellus eallaei
153. tfilsonia canadensis
*154. Passer dcmesticus
*155. TAnagra elesantissina
*156. Piranga olivacea
157. Piranga leucoptera
*158. Piranga ludoviciana
159. Pheucticus ludovicianus
160. Si calls luteola
161. Arremonops rufivirgata
162. Passerculus sandwichensis
163. Ammodramus savannarum
164. Ainophila rufescens
165. Aimophila peteniea
166. Melospisa lincolnii
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
SUMMARY OF ORNITHOLOGICAL RESEARCH IN TABASCO
The first man to collect birds within the confines of the State of 
Tfcbasco was probably Auguste Ghiesbreght between the years 1838 and 1841* 
Viscount Bernard Du Bus began publishing in 1846 in his Esquisses Qmitho- 
logjques descriptions of new species from the birds eollected by Ghiesbreght. 
Two species, Aphelocoma unicolor and Peucedramus taeniatus, were originally 
described by Du Bus (1847: 103 J 104) from "le Mexique," but he later (1848) 
restricted them to Tabasco« At this early date, the boundaries of the 
State were probably uncertain, and these specimens were with little doubt 
actually obtained from the mountains of northern Chiapas (van Rossem, 1942: 
212). Despite these errors Ghiesbreght is known to have definitely ob­
tained many of his specimens from Tabasco; the type of Tangara larvata was 
collected by him from the State..
In 1887 Jos! N. Rovirosa published a list of seventy-six species that 
he observed while residing at the Hacienda San Diego in the municipio of 
Macuspana near the Chiapas border. Rovirosa made numerous errors in iden­
tification; and, as stated by Brodkorb (1943: 8), it nis apparent that 
scarcely any reliance can be placed on his records which have not been con­
firmed by other workers."
Probably the best known section of Tabasco ornithologically is the 
region around Teapa. Ctae reason is the extensive collection of birds made 
by Mrs. Herbert H. Ssith from January through March 1888. Her specimens 
were collected for Salvin and Godman, and the majority were deposited in
14
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the British Museum. Her records were thence published in the later volumes 
of the Biologla Centrali-Americana and the Catalogue of the Birds of the 
British Museum.
The most extensive ornithological investigation of Tabasco pilar to 
the present research was made during the early part of the year 1900 by 
Edward W. Nelson and Edward A. Goldman of the former Bureau of Biological 
Survey, A complete itinerary of the travels of these two men throughout 
Mexico was published by Goldman (1951) in his Biological Investigations 
in Mexico. Ihe major portion of their collecting within the State was done 
in the vicinities of Frontera, Teapa, and Ehdliano Zapata (then known as 
Kontecristo). Goldman arrived at Frontera on 4 March and remained at that 
town until 13 March, when he began his journey up the Rios Grijalva and 
Teapa to Villahermosa (then known as San Juan 3autista) and Teapa. He col­
lected at Teapa from 18 March to 21 April and then began the return trip 
to Frontera. Nelson joined Goldman in Frontera on 24 April, and they both 
remained there until 30 April. Ihe two men then journeyed up the Rio 
Usumacinta to Ehiliano Zapata and collected there until 10 May. From 10 
to 21 May they were in Palenque, but they returned to and remained
in Ehiliano Zapata ’until 25 May. From 26 to 28 May, Nelson and Goldman 
traveled to Ciudad del Carmen, Campeche. Much of our knowledge concerning 
this section of Mexico is based upon the pioneer investigations of these 
two biologists. Many of their records for the State were published by 
Ridgway in his Birds of North and Middle America. Their collection today 
is in the United States National Museum.
From May through July 1939, Eizi Matuda made a botanical exploration 
of the region around the Rio Usumacinta. His three assistants, Gregorio 
G<5mez, Vv'enceslao Nifio, and Esteban Cruz, collected and prepared bird skins
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in their spare time. A complete report of this collection, consisting of 
over 1000 specimens, has been made 67 Brodkorb (1943)* Katuda and his men 
arrived in Balanc&n on 9 May remained there until 20 Hay. They then 
traveled along the S£o San Pedro from La Reforma to La Palma, where they 
arrived on 30 May. They then went overland to Tenosique, arriving on 11 
June. From that date until 4 July, they collected in the vicinities of 
Boca del Cerro and Santo Tomas. After traveling to Palenque, Chiapas, they 
reentered Tabasco at B&iliano Zapata on 19 July. The next day Matuda and 
his men left the State bound for Palizada, Campeche. Brodkorb described 
two new races, Cissilopha yucataaiea rivularis and Agelaius phseniceus 
matndae. from the collection made by these men, and several species were 
reported for the first time from Mexico. The major portion of this collec­
tion is housed today at the University of Michigan.
In 1943 Walter A. Weber spent the months of March and April in the 
vicinity of La Venta with an expedition studying that archeological site. 
During that period, he collected a number of avian specimens. No scienti­
fic report on this collection, now housed at the United States National 
Museum, has ever been published; but Weber (1945) wrote a popular article 
for the National Geographic Society on the wildlife of the region. With 
this article were presented paintings illustrating a number of Tabascan birds.
Chester C. Lamb, who collected extensively throughout Mexico and Central 
America, spent one day at Tenosique. On 27 November 1945, he collected 
five birds. These specimens are located in the Robert T. Moore collection 
at Occidental College.
With the increase in ease of transportation within the State, more people 
have entered the area in recent years. One of the larger collections was 
made by Robert W. Dickerm&n, who obtained over 100 specimens of birds from
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the State during the months of April and May 1955* His efforts were con­
centrated near C&rdenas, Cantem6, Fillahermosa, Teapa, and Macuspana. No 
report on this collection, located at the University of Kansas, has ever 
appeared as such; but Dickerman (1961: 333) has recently described a new 
race of Botaurus pinnatus from specimens he obtained during that expedition, 
and Thompson (1962) has recently published Dickerman1a better records.
In July 1957 Eobert K. Selander visited the Teapa region in conjunc­
tion with his work on the genus Psilorhinus (Selander, 1959)* His collec­
tion is housed at the University of California at Berkeley,
The first of four expeditions to Tabasco sponsored by the Louisiana 
State University Museum of Zoology (LSUMZ) entered the State on 25 February 
1959* Douglas M. Lay, a manmalogist, and I made our base of activities in 
the foothills 1 mile east of Teapa. The major portion of our time from 
February to May of that year was spent in the vicinity of that town. Fre­
quent trips were taken, however, north to Huastecas, 17 miles north of 
Teapa, and west as fa. as the Tabasco line, along the road to Pichucalco, 
Chiapas. On 6 through 8 April, Lay and I traveled by car to the vicinity 
of Frontera and Paraiso in the coastal region. Later, we made several col­
lecting excursions to Miramar, a small village located on the Gulf of Mexico 
west of Frontera. Between 8 March and 22 April 1959* J* Keith McDonald, 
an engineer with a keen interest in ornithology and bird photography, visited 
the Teapa area. He took daily notes of the birds that he saw and is re­
sponsible for a number of records unreported elsewhere. McDonald accompa­
nied us on several of our excursions, including one of the trips to Miramar,
Lay and I left Tabasco on 25 May 1959*
On 6 September 1959, Bmest P. Si wards crossed the State from the Bio
Tonala to the Bio San Pedro y San Pablo. The following day he retraced
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the journey of the previous day* His notes on the large flocks of Borth 
American migrants that he observed are of particular interest*
On 17 through 19 February I960, Walter P. Hickell and Karl D. Bailey 
net banded twenty species of birds at Teapa. Three of these species, 
Scardafella inca* QLaucidium aiinutissinum. and Lamporais clemenclae. had 
not previously been reported for the State, although the first two species 
have since been taken*
In February I960 Douglas M. Lay and his companion, John £. Woods, 
camped at the same locality east of Teapa where Lay and I had been the pre­
vious year. Although Lay’s efforts were concentrated on the study of mam­
mals, he did not hesitate to collect and prepare any birds that he thought 
might be of interest. Many of the more interesting specimens that he ob­
tained were taken from mammal traps or mist nets. From late February until 
4 April, Lay and Woods maintained their base at Teapa and traveled in the 
nearby vicinity. Between 21 and 30 March I960, John P. Gee visited the two 
mammalogists and made detailed notes on the birds that he saw in the area* 
On 5 April Lay and Woods departed from Tillahermosa for Bal&ncin via the 
Bios Grijalva and Usumacinta in a small boat with an outboard motor. They 
arrived at their destination on 7 April, In addition to collecting around 
Balanc&n, they spent part of their time in the back country north of that 
town and along the Rio San Pedro, Cb 2 May they left Balancin and returned 
to Teapa. The remainder of this expedition, until the last of May, was 
spent in the vicinities of Teapa and Miramar.
I was able to again return to Tabasco in the spring of 1961. My com­
panion on this expedition was Biward T. Armstrong. Laurence C. Binford, 
also of the Louisiana State University Museum of Zoology, and his companion, 
Larry L. Wolf, were simultaneously working on a distributional survey of
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bird8 in Oaxaca. During the first h-If of our allotted time, Armstrong 
and I had use of the Museum of Zoology*s panel truck. At the outset, we 
camped once again at Teapa for two weeks; then we moved to the coast and 
collected between Miramar and Rio San Pedro y San Pablo. Between 16 March 
and 1 April, we camped and collected in the vicinities of Chontalpa and 
La Venta. Ihe latter half of this expedition was spent in the eastern sec­
tion, particularly in the region around Balancin. Following a four-day 
trip by river boat, Armstrong and I arrived in Balancin on 24 April. We 
collected in the vicinity of that town and then packed by horseback into 
the sparsely inhabited country 11 miles north of BalancAn. Armstrong and 
I returned to Teapa by railroad from Triunfo, a town northeast of Balancin. 
We left Tabasco on 27 May 1961.
Between 12 and 15 April 1961, L. R. Wolfe, Travis C. Meitzen, and Joe 
Johnson traveled by car in the neighborhood of Villahermosa. Their primary 
interest was nesting Snail Kites (Bostrhamus 30ciabilis), but they took 
careful notes on a number of falconiform birds. I was very fortunate to 
have access to Wolfe*s notes concerning the more interesting birds that 
they observed.
The last of the expeditions to Tabasco was made during the fall and 
winter of 1961. Laurence C. Binford, F. Mark Berrett (my brother), and I 
divided our time between the States of Oaxaca and Tabasco. We arrived on 
23 October and traveled by railroad from Teapa to Tenosique, where we made 
plans to pack into the extensive rain forest southeast of that town. From 
1 to 16 Kovember, we collected in the rain forest 8 miles southeast of 
Tenosique, We returned to Teapa by railroad on 17 Hovember. After spend­
ing some time in Oaxaca, we again entered Tabasco on 3 December. During 
that month we collected in the savanna between Raimanguillo and Francisco
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Sueda, In the marshes north of Cardenas, and in the mangrove lagoons at 
Sanchez Magallanes. We left Tabasco on 23 December 1961. Table II gives 
a complete itinerary of the four trips sponsored by the Louisiana State 
University Museum of Zoology and Figure 2 illustrates on a map of the State 
the travels of these four expeditions.
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TABLE II
DAT BY DAT ITINERARY OF THE FOUR LSUMZ TABASCAN EXPEDITIONS
The names of collectors and the means of transportation apply until 
the next change.
1959
February 25 Rio Tonal! - Villahenaosa (Lay, D. Berrett), 
automobile.
26 Villahermosa - Teapa.
27-28 Teapa, afoot.
March 1-8 Teapa.
9 Teapa - Villahenaosa - Teapa, automobile,
10-11 Teapa, afoot.
12 Teapa - 20 mi. N Teapa - Teapa, automobile.
13 Teapa, afoot.
14 Teapa - VUlahermosa - Teapa, automobile.
15-20 Teapa, afoot.
21 Teapa - Villahermosa - Teapa, automobile.
22-29 Teapa (Lay, McDonald, D. Berrett), afoot.
30 Teapa - Villahermosa - Teapa (Lay, D. Berrett), 
automobile.
31 Teapa - 20 mi. NW Teapa - Teapa.
April 1 Teapa, afoot.
2 Teapa - 18 mi. N Teapa - Teapa (D. Berrett), 
automobile.
3 Teapa - Villahermosa - Teapa (Lay, D. Berrett).
4 Teapa - 7 mi. W Teapa - 18 mi. 5E Teapa - Teapa 
(McDonald, D. Berrett).
5 Teapa (Lay, McDonald, D. Berrett), afoot.
6 Teapa - Frontera - Rio San Pedro y San Pablo - 
Frontera (Lay, D. Berrett), automobile.
7 Frontera - Villahermosa - Paraiso.
8 Paraiso - Teapa.
9 Teapa - 18 mi. XE Teapa - Teapa (D. Berrett).
10 Teapa - 7 mi. W Teapa - Teapa (McDonald, D. Berrett).
11 Teapa - 17 mi* N Teapa - Teapa.
12-16 Teapa (Lay, McDonald, D. Berrett), afoot.
17 Teapa - 18 mi. HE Teapa - Teapa (McDonald,
D. Berrett), automobile.
18 Teapa - 25 mi. I Villahenaosa - Teapa.
19 Teapa (Lay, McDonald, D. Berrett), afoot.
20 Teapa - Villahermosa - Teapa (Lay D. Berrett), 
automobile.
21 Teapa - Miramar (Lay, McDonald, D. Berrett).
22 Miramar - Teapa.
23-24 Teapa (Lay, D. Berrett), afoot.
25 Teapa - Villahermosa - Teapa, automobile.
26 Teapa, afoot.
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1959
April 27 Teapa - 17 mi. N Teapa - Teapa (D. Berrett),
automobile.
28 Teapa (Lay, D. Berrett), afoot.
29 Teapa - 7 mi. W Teapa - Teapa (D, Berrett), 
automobile.
30 Teapa - 25 mi. N Teapa - Teapa (Lay, D. Berrett). 
^ 7  1 Teapa - 18 mi. NE Teapa - Teapa (D. Berrett).
2-4 Teapa (Lay, D. Berrett), afoot,
5-6 Teapa (D. Berrett).
5-6 Villahermosa - Balancan - Teapa (Lay), airplane.
7 Teapa - Kiramar - Teapa (Lay, D. Berrett), 
automobile.
8-11 Teapa, afoot.
12 Teapa - 15 mi. S Villahermosa - Teapa (D. Berrett) 
automobile.
13-14 Teapa (Lay, D. Berrett), afoot.
15 Teapa - 16 mi. S Villahermosa - Teapa (D. Berrett) 
automobile.
16 Teapa - Miramar - Teapa (Lay, D. Berrett).
17-20 Teapa, afoot.
21 Teapa - Villahermosa - Teapa, automobile.
22 Teapa, afoot.
23 Teapa - 18 mi. NE Teapa - Teapa, automobile,
24 Teapa, afoot,
25 Teapa - Rio Tonala, automobile.
I960
February 20 Rio Tonala - Teapa (Lay, Woods), automobile.
21 Teapa, afoot.
22 Teapa - 18 mi. N Teapa - Teapa, automobile.
23 Teapa, afoot.
24 Teapa - Villahermosa - Teapa, automobile.
25 Teapa - 18 mi. N Teapa - Tfeapa.
26-28 Teapa, afoot.
29 Teapa - 18 mi. N Teapa - Teapa, automobile. 
March 1 Teapa - 18 mi. N Teapa - Teapa.
2-5 Teapa, afoot.
6 Teapa - Villahermosa - Teapa, automobile.
7 Teapa, afoot.
8 Teapa - Kiramar, automobile.
9 Miramar, afoot.
10 Miramar - Villahermosa, automobile.
11 Villahermosa - Teapa.
12-18 Teapa, afoot.
19 TSapa - Villahermosa, automobile.
20 Villahermosa - Teapa (Lay, Woods, Gee).
21-22 Teapa, afoot.
23 Teapa - Villahermosa - Teapa (Lay), automobile.
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March
April
May
1961
February
&
TABLE II— Continued
24 Teapa (Lay, Woods, Gee), afoot,
25 Teapa - 18 mi, N Teapa - Teapa, automobile. 
26-27 Teapa, afoot*
28 Teapa - 7 mi. W Teapa - Teapa, automobile.
29 Teapa, afoot*
30 Teapa - 18 mi* N Teapa - Teapa, automobile,
31 Teapa - Villahermosa.
1 Villahermosa - Teapa (Lay, Woods),
2-3 Teapa, afoot*
4 Teapa - Villahermosa, automobile*
5 Villahermosa - Frontera - Jonuta, boat,
6 Jonuta*
7 Jonuta - Balane£n*
8-11 Balanc&n, afoot*
12-13 Balancan - VUlahermosa - BalancAn (Lay), 
airplane.
14-16 Balancin (Lay, Woods), afoot*
17-23 BalancAn - 25 mi* N Balancan - Balanc&n, 
horseback*
24-25 Balancin, afoot.
26 Balanc&i - Bio San Pedro - BalancAn, boat*
27 Balancin, afoot*
28^29 Balancin - 12 mi. NW BalancAn - Balanein, 
automobile*
30 Balancin, afoot*
1 BalancAn
2 BalancAn 1 Villahermosa, boat,
3 Villahermoea - Teapa, automobile*
4 Teapa, afoot*
5 Teapa - 18 mi. N Teapa - Teapa, automobile.
6 Teapa, afoot*
7 Teapa - Villahenaosa - Teapa, automobile*
8 Teapa, afoot.
9 Teapa - Kiramar, automobile*
10-12 Miramar, afoot*
13 Miramar - Teapa, automobile.
14-16 Teapa, afoot*
17 Teapa - 18 mi. K Teapa, automobile*
14 Bio Tonala - Villahermosa (Armstrong, D. Berrett), 
automobile*
15 Villahenaosa - Teapa.
16 Teapa, afoot.
17 Teapa - 7 ni« W Teapa - Teapa, automobile*
18-26 Teapa, afoot*
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1961
February 27 Teapa - 7 mi. W Teapa - Teapa, autonobile,
28 Teapa, afoot.
March 1 Teapa,
2 Teapa - Villahermosa - Teapa, automobile,
3 Teapa - Miramar,
4 Miramar, afoot.
5 Miramar - Bio San Pedro y San Pablo, 
automobile.
6 Rio San Pedro y San Pablo - Frontera,
7 Frontera - Teapa.
8 Teapa - Thpijulapa - Teapa.
9-10 Teapa, afoot,
11 Teapa - 6 mi, H Tapi julapa - Teapa, 
automobile,
12-14 Teapa, afoot.
15 Teapa - 10 mi. S Chontalpa, automobile,
16 10 mi, S Chontalpa, afoot,
17 10 mi. S Chontalpa - Teapa, automobile,
18-19 Teapa, afoot,
20 Teapa - Hnimanguillo, automobile.
21 Buimanguillo - 10 ml, S Chontalpa,
22-23 10 mi, S Chontalpa. afoot,
24 10 mi. 3 Chontalpa - Teapa, automobile.
25 Teapa - U  mi. S Chontalpa,
26 11 mi, S Chontalpa - Buimanguillo,
27 Hnimanguillo - La Venta.
23 La Venta, afoot,
29 La Venta - HodLmanguillo, automobile.
30 Hnimanguillo - 11 mi. S Chontalpa.
31 11 mi. S Chontalpa • Hnimanguillo,
April 1 Buimanguillo - 7 ai. S Chontalpa - Buimanguillo.
2 Hnimanguillo - Teapa,
3 Teapa - Taeotalpa - Jalapa - Macuspana - 
Ciudad Penex - Teapa,
4 Teapa, afoot,
5 Teapa - Rio Tonali, automobile,
11 Rio Tbnali - Villaheraoea (Armstrong, Binford, 
Wolf, D. Berrett).
12 Villahermosa - Teapa (Armstrong, lalolf,
0. Berrett).
13 Teapa - Frontera - Teapa (Armstrong, Binford, 
Wolf, D. Berrett),
14 Teapa - 7 mi. S Chontalpa - Teapa,
15 Teapa - Vlllahexmosa - Teapa.
16 Teapa - Vlllahermoea - Teapa,
17 Tbapa - Villahermosa - Teapa,
18 Teapa - Villahermosa - Teapa.
19 VUlahezmosa, afoot.
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1961
April
May
October
November
December
TABLE II— Continued
20-24 Villahermosa - Jomxta - Bnillano Zapata - 
Balancin (Armstrong, D. Berrett), boat*
25-30 Balancin, afoot*
1 Balancin
2 Balancin - 11 ml* N Balancin, horseback*
3-12 11 ml. N Balancin, afoot*
13 U  mi* N Balancin - Pa to, 9 ml. N Balancin, 
horseback.
14*15 Pato, 9 si* N Balancin, afoot.
16 Pato, 9 »i. K Balancin - Balancin, horseback* 
17*18 Balancin, afoot,
19 Balancin - Villahermosa - Tenosique - Balancin 
(D. Berrett), airplane.
20-21 Balancin (Armstrong, D, Berrett), afoot,
22 Balancin - Triunfo, automobile*
23 Triunfo - Teapa, railroad*
24-25 Teapa, afoot*
26 Teapa - Villahermosa (Armstrong, Binford,
Wolf, D. Berrett), automobile*
27 Villahermosa - 7 ml. V Teapa.
23 B£o Tonali - Villahermosa (Binford, M. Berrett,
D. Berrett), automobile.
24 VHlahemo8& - Miramar - Villahermosa*
25 Villahermosa - 7 mi. S Chontalpa - Buimanguillo.
26 Buimanguillo - Teapa*
27 Teapa, afoot,
28-29 Teapa * Tenosique, railroad.
30-31 Tenosique, afoot.
1 Tenosique - 8 mi. SE Tenosique, horseback*
2-8 8 mi. SE Tenosique, afoot*
9 8 ml* SE Tenosique - Santa Bosa - 8 ml.
SE Tenosique, horseback*
10 8 mi* SE Tenosique, afoot,
11 8 ml* SE Tenosique - Chotal - 8 ml. SE Tenosique, 
horseback,
12-15 8 ml* SE Tenosique, afoot,
16 8 mi* SE Tenosique - Tenosique.
17 Tenosique - Teapa, railroad,
18 Teapa - Villahermosa, automobile*
19 VUlahemosa - Bio Tonali,
3 Bio Tonali - Villahermosa.
4 VUlahexmosa - Cunduacin - Jalpa de Mendez - 
Xacajuca - Ccmalcalco - Buimanguillo,
5 Buimanguillo - 8 mi. S Chontalpa - Buimanguillo.
6 Buimanguillo - 8 mi. S Buimanguillo - Buimanguillo,
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TABLE II— Continued
1961
December 7 Hoimanguillo - 7 mi. S Chontalpa - Huimangulllo.
8 Huimangulllo - Francisco Haeda - Hoimanguillo.
9 Hoimanguillo - 4 mi. Stf Ocuipan - Hoimanguillo.
10 Boimangoillo - Francisco Haeda - Huimangulllo.
11 Haimanguillo - 8 mi. Stf Ocuipan - 7 mi.
S Chontalpa - Boimangoillo.
12 Hoimanguillo - Sanches Magallanes - Huimangulllo.
13 Hoimanguillo, afoot.
14 Huimangulllo - Sanchez Magallanes, automobile.
15-18 Sanchez Magallanes, afoot; boat.
19 Sanches Magallanes - Buimanguillo, automobile. 
20-22 Haimanguillo, afoot.
23 Buimanguillo - Hio San Pedro 7 San Pablo, 
automobile.
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Figure 2.
Map of Tabasco illustrating the routes of travel taken 
by the four LSUMZ expeditions. Ihe inset aap illustrates 
the position of the State of Tabasco in the Republic of 
Mexico.
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GEOGRAPHY AND CLIMATE
General Geography
The location of the State of Tabasco (Figure 1) has been given on 
page 1. The State is situated entirely within the tropical Gulf lowlands. 
Cfcly into the extreme southern tips of the municipios of Huimanguilio,
Teapa, Tacotalpa, and Tenosique do the mountains of Chiapas extend their 
foothills. These slightly elevated regions are heavily covered with tumid, 
dense rain forest. The remainder of the State is flat and devoid of any 
semblance of a hill. Prat a glance at a map of Tabasco, the State is seen 
to be honeycombed with rivers. The larger and more important of these are 
the Bios Tonal£, Grijalva, Usumacinta, and San Pedro y San Pablo. The 
fi£o Usumacinta is the largest river, at certain points exceeding a mile in 
width, and is the primary means of communication between the eastern sec* 
tion and the rest of the State. The Tabascan rivers are comparatively 
short, but perform the difficult task of draining the humid Gulf slope of 
the mountains of Chiapas, and hence they carry enormous loads of water.
Much of the coastal lowland is covered with swamps and open marshland, 
which, during the rainy season, may be converted into a series of large 
lakes. There are a msnber of true fresh-water lakes within the confines 
of the State; but, for the most part, they are shallow and heavily overgrown 
with marshy vegetation. Salt-water and brackish lagoons, lined with man­
groves, are present along the coast in the western section of the State.
29
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The Golf beach is comparatively dry and is covered with a scrubby growth 
except where nan has replaced this vegetation with cocoanut groves • Dry 
savanna exists in two widely separated areas, a section of southwestern 
Huimangulllo and sections of northern Bailiano Zapata and Balancin muni- 
cipios. Also in northern Balancin nunicipio can be found a small segment 
of dry tropical evergreen forest. The locations of the various habitats 
are illustrated in Figure 3* These habitats will be further discussed 
separately in the following section.
Major T&bascan Habitats
The State of Tabasco is divisible into serin distinguishable habitats 
as follows: (1) mangrove; (2) tropical rain forest; (3) dry tropical ever­
green forest; (4) fresh-water swamp forest; (5) marshland; (6) savanna; 
and (7) littoral (Figure 3), This division was made by Douglas K, Lay, who 
worked on the mammals of the State, and myself and is based principally 
upon our field experience within the area. We have attempted to make it 
as accurate as possible, but it must be realised that these different hab­
itats merge into one another and that no sharp lines of demarcation exist. 
The following descriptions of each of these habitats will serve to clarify 
their use in the species accounts.
Mangrove. —  In Tabasco, mangrove swamps line the mouths of the larger 
rivers and the shores of the large coastal lagoons, but never, to my know­
ledge, do they occur along the Gulf coast itself. The mangrove that lines 
the coastal lagoons is short and scrubby, seldom attaining a height greater 
than 1$ to 20 feet. The floor of this swamp is under water during high 
tide and boggy at low tide, but with proper equipment one can penetrate
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Figure 3.
Map of Tabasco illustrating the locations of the seven 
major Tabascan habitats as described in the text. Ihe 
inset nap illustrates the position of the State of 
Tabasco in the Republic of Mexico.
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these areas without difficulty. The mangrove lining the mouths of the 
larger rivers such as the Rio San Pedro y San Pablo, on the other hand, is 
composed of very tall trees that attain a height of 40 feet or better.
There are not many low branches on these trees. Thus the forest, from the 
outside, has the appearance of being quite open. However, the forest floor 
is usually covered with several feet of water. This factor, in addition 
to the tangle of roots, both below and above the surface of the water, 
makes penetration almost impossible. In deducing the geographical range 
of this habitat, it has been necessary on occasion to make calculated as­
sumptions, for neither Lay nor I have traced the coasts of all the lagoons 
and river mouths to determine the precise distribution of the mangroves.
The descriptions presented above are based upon the types of mangrove ob­
served at Sanchez Magallanes and Bfo San Pedro y San Pablo.
Tropical rain forest. —  The tropical rain forest has suffered consid­
erably from the depredations of man and now exists in quantity only in the 
southern tips of the munieipios of Hoimanguillo, Teapa, Tacotalpa, Hacus- 
pana, Mnlliano Zapata, and Tenosique. Even today, however, small remnants 
of this forest extend northward along the humid river bottoms into the other 
habitats. Within Tabasco the best tropical rain forest is located at the 
base of the Gulf slope of the Chiapas mountains and is a result in part of 
the extremely high annual rainfall. Teapa, with 183 inches, has the high­
est annual rainfall of any recording station in Mexico (Page, 1930: 25). 
Today the best rain forest is found on the sides and tops of the hills 
within an area, in part at least because the lower land has been utilised 
for cultivation. The most extensive and least disturbed rain forest areas 
are in tee Chontalpa and Tenosique regions, especially the latter. The 
Teapa region has seme of the most beautiful and lush forests that can be
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seen within the State, but the inroads of civilization hare cut so deep 
into the area that these forest remnants, though magnificent, are small.
In describing the rain forest at Teapa as he saw it in 1900, Goldman (1951: 
259) states: "in the foothill region, where temperatures are fairly high
and the rainfall reaches the maximum, towering forest trees also reach 
their greatest size, often measuring 6 to 10 feet in trunk diameter. In 
these heavy forests at the time of my visit, even on bright days, the heavy 
rain drops, or the dew that gathered on the leaves at night, never dried, 
and everything remained dripping with moisture." A trip into the rain 
forest, whether it rains or not, inevitably results in the traveler return­
ing to camp in a soaked condition. The undergrowth within much of the 
Tabascan rain forest is a tangle of vines and brush (well supplied with 
thorns), and passage through such a wood is impractical without the use of a 
machete. The three most characteristic rain forest trees listed by Leopold 
(1959: 32)— the zapote (Achras zapota). the mahogany (Swietenia macrophylla). 
and the breadnut tree (Brosimum alicastrum)— occur here.
Dry tropical evergreen forest. —  Tropical habitat terminology is rather 
confusing, and I am not positive that the name I am using for this habitat 
is applied correctly. The name is, however, certainly descriptive. The 
only area within the State that I have seen and would consider to be of 
this type is located in the extreme northern portion of the mnnicipio of 
Balancin. This forest consists of tall trees and closely resembles the 
Tabascan rain forest habitat except that it is very dry and the forest floor 
is relatively open. Sections of this habitat may be found interspersed 
within the savanna.
Fresh-water swamp forest. —  Fresh-water swamp forests are located 
along the muddy streams that flow through much of the Tabascan lowlands.
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Those woods are usually very boggy, and often the forest floor is under 
several feet of water. The trees composing this type of forest are rela­
tively short compared to those within the rain forest region. Most of the 
woods occurring between the rain forest habitat and the mangroves are of 
this type. In Figure 3 the fresh-water swamp forest and the marshland are 
mapped together because the two habitats are geographically intertwined.
Marshland« —  Much of the coastal lowlands of the State consists of 
extensive marshland. The extent of the open water varies according to the 
season; and, during the period of heavy rains, this habitat is largely 
under water. In the dry season, the marshes are relatively shallow and 
heavily overgrown with vegetation; open water is found only in the center 
of the marsh. The most prominent trees within the area are the palms, 
which occur singly or in clumps interspersed throughout the countryside. 
Brush tangles occupy the higher ground at the edge of the marsh. The marsh­
land and the fresh-water swamp forest are mapped together in Figure 3 be­
cause the two habitats are geographically intertwined.
Savanna. —  Two widely separated areas within the State have been 
placed within this category, a section of southwestern Haimanguillo and 
sections of northern Bniliano Zapata and Balancan municipios. These areas 
exhibit the driest conditions found within the State and are characterised 
by wide open expanses of dry grassland interspersed with clumps of palmet­
tos and an occasional palm tree. On the higher ground at the edges of the 
grassland are situated dense scrub or small woods, often of oak. Although 
the country is dry on the whole, a small marsh or swamp is often encountered. 
Of the two areas, the section around Balancin is the drier.
littoral. —  The Tabascan beaches are sandy and moderately wide. The 
higher ground above the beach is covered with a dry scrubby growth except
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where man has replaced this vegetation with cocoanut groves. This habitat 
extends along the entire Gulf coast of the State. There are no offshore 
islands along the Tabascan coast.
Descriptions of the Major Collecting Localities
This section includes short descriptions of the major collecting lo­
calities that I visited within the State. These localities are listed in 
alphabetical order,
Balancin. —  The city of Balancin is situated on the west bank of the 
Bio Usumacinta and is located at the edge of a large region of dry, open 
savanna. This area is probably the driest section within the State, Most 
of the region around Balancin is under cultivation or used extensively for 
cattle grazing, but there are a few small wooded sectors. The trees com­
prising these woods are small, and the floor, unlike that of typical Tabas­
can forests, is relatively open. The higher ground supports small, patches 
of oak in which Cissilopha yucatanioa is ccanon. Sections of the open 
country nearby are covered with a short scrubby growth that attains a height 
of 5 to 6 feet. In this habitat Blcbmondena cardinalis and Saltator cos- 
rulescens are found commonly,
Balancin, 11 mi, N. —  Within a few miles of the rancho where I stayed, 
several types of habitats could be visited. In the bottomland a short dis­
tance from the rancho is a patch of humid woods through which run a number 
of shallow arroyos. This wood resembles very much the typical rain forest 
of the Teapa and Tenosique regions. To the south and west of the rancho 
extend large expanses of open savanna, a grassland with scattered clumps 
of palmetto, Cto the higher land at the edge of the savanna are located
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Figure 4.
Scene 1. .
Littoral habitat. Miramar, Tabasco, 
on the right.
Scene 2.
Marshland habitat. 2 miles south of
Coccanut grove
Miramar, Tabasco.
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Scene 2
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Figure 5.
Scene 1.
Rain forest habitat. 1 mile east of Teapa, Tabasco. 
Cerro covered with rain forest and overgrown clearing 
in lower center.
Scene 2.
Rain forest habitat, 1 mile east of Teapa, Tabasco. 
Cerro covered with tall rain forest.
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Scene 2
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Figure 6.
Scene 1.
Rain forest habitat. Rio Puyacatengo, east of Teapa, 
Thbasco.
Scene 2«
Mangrove habitat, 1 mile south of the mouth of the Rio 
San Pedro y San Pablo, Tabasco.
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Scene 1
Scene 2
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Figure 7.
Scene 1.
Savanna habitat. 11 miles north of Balancan, Tabasco. 
Diy 3avanna in foreground and a section of dry tropical 
evergreen forest in background*
Scene 2.
Savanna habitat. Balancan, Tabasco.
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Scene 2
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large patches of oak woods. This open country is used extensively for 
cattle grazing. Extending to the north and east of the rancho are huge 
sections of dense, dry brush that reach a height of 15 to 20 feet. Far­
ther to the north and east extends a large dry tropical evergreen forest 
of very tall trees. This wood is much drier and the floor is more open
than that of the typical Tabascan rain forest.
Chontalpa. 7-11 mi* S. —  The road south of Chontalpa passes through
a section of tall, dense rain forest. Ten miles south of that town the
road drops frcm the highland rain forest into the swampy lowland along the 
Rio Grijalva. Locally the rain forest is referred to as "la aontaRa."
This area possesses one of the better sections of forest within the State, 
but with the advent of the road in recent years, it is being rapidly des­
troyed. Along the road 7 miles south of Chontalpa, the rain forest has 
been penetrated by a number of small grass-covered fields. In these areas 
Alaophila petenlca and Aimophila rufescens are found. The sides of the 
road are lined with many isolated tall trees, often frequented by parrots, 
doves, and toucans.
Ciudad Pemex. —  The environs of Ciudad Pemex are mostly marshy and 
usually overgrown with water hyacinth. Interspersed among the wet areas 
is an occasional small wood, and the edges of the marshes are often lined 
with short brush. Water birds are particularly abundant in this area.
Huastecas. —  Huastecas is a local name given to a large area located 
along the road between Villahermosa and Teapa and often referred to in 
this report as 17 to 18 miles north or northeast of the latter town. The 
area is an open marshland that is completely covered with water during the 
rainy season but during the dry season is an open grassland. The region 
is interspersed here and there with an occasional large tree.
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HulmanguiHo. 6 mi. S. —  At this locality, the road dips into a large 
open marshland covered with tall grass, interspersed with an occasional 
pond of open water. This area is frequented by Sturnella magna. and Muscivora 
tyrannus. Dry woods composed of short, scrubby trees are situated on the 
higher ground that surrounds the marsh*
La Yenta. —  The La Venta region today is heavily cut over, and most 
of the woods have been destroyed. Small patches of forest still exist, 
but the quality is poor. The region is very humid, and the lower ground 
is usually under water. The locality is a famous archeological site, but 
all the findings have been removed. In recent years oil has been discovered 
in the vicinity, and oil lines and diggings scattered throughout the area 
have resulted in marked destruction of the natural features.
Miramar. —  Miramar is a small village on the coast west of Frontera.
The beach i3 sandy and wide enough to allow one to travel along it by auto­
mobile, but it offers little to attract shore birds, which are usually not 
very numerous. The higher ground above the beach, extending for miles in 
each direction from the village, is lined by cocoanut groves. Inland a 
short distance begins the open coastal marshland that is typical of north­
ern Tabasco.
Ocuipan. 4-8 mi. SW. —  Southwest of Ocuapan the road enters an area 
of open, grassy savanna similar to that seen in the Balancan region. In­
terspersed throughout the area on the higher ground are clumps of forest, 
and mi the lower ground marshes may be present. This country is relatively 
dry, but not quite so arid as parts of the Balancan region. A typical bird 
of the area is Colinus virginianus.
Pato. —  This locality is situated 9 miles north of Balancin and is 
chiefly open savanna, scattered with palmettos. Much of this country is
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burned over regularly in an attempt to combat ticks. The higher ground is 
covered with oak woods. South of the rancho at Pato is a large marsh in­
habited by such birds as Agelaius phoeniceus and Cistothorus platensis.
A large grove of tall mango trees near the rancho is very attractive to 
the large parrots of the area, particularly Amazona ochrocephala and 
Amazona autumnal!s.
Rio San Pedro £ San Pablo. —  This locality, on the Campeche lin^ is 
at the mouth of the Rio San Pedro y San Pablo. At this point a ferry crosses 
the river to the Campeche side. The riverbank at this locality is lined 
by tall mangroves, perhaps 40 to 50 feet high. The floor of this forest 
is inundated, and the roots of the mangroves, both above and below the sur­
face of the water, form a tangle that is virtually impenetrable.
Sanchez Magallanes. •—  Sanchez Magallanes i3 a small town situated on 
a narrow neck of land between the Gulf of Mexico and the Laguna del Carmen. 
Just to the east of town is the mouth of the lagoon. Bordering the lagoon 
are mangrove swamps that differ considerably from those at Rio San Pedro y 
San Pablo. Ihe mangroves at Sanchez Magallanes are very short and scrubby 
and furnish the natural heme of Dendroica petechia bryanti. During low 
tide many sandspits are exposed in the lagoon and are occupied by large 
numbers of shore birds. On the high land between the ocean beach and the 
mangrove swamps, grows a dry scrub in which was found Scardafella Inca.
Santa Rosa. —  Santa Rosa, located 10 miles southeast of Tenosique, is 
surrounded by small hills clothed with rain forest. Nestled at the base of 
these hills is a lake that is little more than a small pond surrounded by 
a large swamp. This area is reached by a narrow path through the rain for­
est from Laguna Coba.
Tapi.julapa, 6 mi. N. -- Uiis locality is situated along the road
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between Tacotalpa and Tapijulapa. The road runs through a valley in the 
foothills of the Chiapas mountains. To the west of the road is an area 
that has been extensively cut over and since overgrown with dense brush.
The hills are covered with rain forest and coffee fineas are located at 
their bases.
Tegpa. —  The city of Teapa is situated at the base of the foothills 
of the Chiapas mountains. At this locality the S£o Teapa leaves the moun­
tains to enter the flat plain of which most of Tabasco is composed. The 
bed of the river is still rocky at Teapa but becomes muddy a short distance 
north of town. The smaller Rio Puyacatengo is located just to the east of 
town. The hills around Teapa are all covered with rain forest except where 
cultivation has made its inroads. Just to the southwest of town stands a 
large hill (almost high enough to be termed a mountain), which is, accord­
ing to the natives, locatsd in the neighboring State of Chiapas. A de­
tailed description of Teapa has been given by Goldman (1951: 2$?).
Teapa. 1 mi. £• —  The LSQMZ camp was located in a small valley at the 
base of a group of hills. These are covered with a dense growth of rain 
forest, but the small valleys between the various hills are cleared for cul­
tivation, usually of corn. The sections under cultivation vary from year 
to year; as one cornfield is invaded by the rain forest and overgrown, the 
natives clear another area, and the former cornfield becomes an impenetrable 
brush tangle. Seme of the broader valleys are filled with rubber and cacao 
groves. The rain forest in the Teapa area is more disturbed than that found 
near Tenosique and Chontalpa because of the damage wrought by civilization. 
The only undisturbed forest remaining near Teapa i3 found on the sides and 
tops of the cerros that are too steep for cultivation.
Tsapa. 7 mi. Vf. —  This collecting area is located on the Chiapas line,
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TABLE III
GAZETTEER OF LOCALITIES AND IMPORTANT COLLECTING SITES
The following is a list of all napped localities cited within this 
work, I have had difficulty in identifying some of the more obscure lo­
calities mentioned by previous collectors. Names are very loosely used in 
this region. Often a locality bears more than one legitimate appellation; 
and, to add to the confusion, there may be several localities within the 
State that bear the same name. In obtaining the following information, I 
have drawn from the American Geographical Society’s "Map of Hispanic Amer­
ica [number NE15 of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec] on the. scale of 1:1,000,000 
(Millionth Map)" and its accompanying index (1944), Geografia de Tiabasco 
(1958), and the map of Tabasco published by the Secretarfa de Agricultura 
y Fcmento, DirecciSn de Geografla, Meteorologia, e Hidrologia (1946), The 
municipio in which cities, villages, and collecting sites are located is 
given in order to facilitate their location. The elevations, where given 
were taken from the Geografla de Tabasco (1958), There is much discrepancy 
among various sources concerning elevations, and I therefore consider these 
figures to be mere approximations,
Allende, —  Village in Centla municipio,
Alvaro ObregSn. —  COLd name for Frontera (see Frontera),
Arenal, —  Arroyo in Balancin municipio. There is also an arroyo of this 
name in HuimanguiUo municipio, but the locality in question is al­
most certainly the former,
Arroyo San Carlos. —  Locality used by Rovirosa (1887), There is a San
Carlos in Macuspana municipio and this arroyo is undoubtedly nearby; 
however, I cannot be positive of its location.
Atasta, —  Village in Centro municipio.
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Atqyac. —  Collecting locality of Mrs. H. H. Staith for Salrin and Godman 
(1888). This locality is probably in Tsapa municipio because the 
rast majority of Mrs. Staith*s specimens bear Teapa labels, but I am 
unable to locate it definitely.
Balaacin. —  Municipio located in eastern Tabasco. The city of Bal&ncin 
is the municipal seat.
Balancin. — - City in fialancdn municipio, of which it is the municipal seat. 
ELer. 60 feet.
Boca del Cerro. —  Tillage in Tenosique municipio.
Buluji. —  Village in Tacotalpa municipio.
Campo Magallanes. —  Village in Biimanguillo municipio.
Cant-sad,—  Village in Cent la municipio.
Cfodenas. —  Municipio in northwestern Tabasco. The city of Cardenas is 
the municipal seat.
Cirdenas. —  City in Cirdenas municipio, of which it is the municipal seat, 
ELev. 81 feet.
Centla. —  Municipio in north central Tabasco. The city of Frontera is 
the municipal seat.
Centro. —  Municipio in central Tabasco. The city of Villahermosa is the 
municipal seat.
Cerro del Tbrtuguero. —  Locality used by Rovirosa (1887). There is a 
Tbrtuguero in Macuspana municipio, and this locality is probably a 
nearby hill.
Chabld. —  milage in Bsiliano Zapata municipio.
Chiouihuite. —  Locality used by Borirosa (1887). This locality is proba- 
bly in Macuspana municipio, but I am unable to locate it definitely.
Chontalpa. —  Village in Bulmanguillo municipio.
Chotal. —  Village in Tenosique municipio.
Ciudad Paacx. —  Village in Macuspana municipio.
Cca&lcalco. —  Municipio in west central Tabasco. The city of Caaalcalco 
is the municipal seat.
Ccmalcalco. —  City in Comalcalco municipio, of which it is the municipal 
seat. ELer. 23 feet.
Corosal. —  Village in Macuspana municipio.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
Cunduac&n. —  Muniaipio in vest central Tabasco, The city of Cunduacan is 
the municipal seat,
CunduacAn. —  City in Cunduacan municipio, of which it is the municipal 
seat, Kiev. 26 feet,
El Carmen. —  Locality used by Henrirosa (1837). Three villages in Kslcus-
pana municipio and one in Centro municipio bear this name. To which
of these localities Rovirosa had reference, I could merely guess,
El Lim6m. —  Village in Balancin municipio.
El Lindn. —  Village in Macuspana municipio,
El Malato. —  Village in Centro municipio,
EL Zopilote, —  Village in Macuspana municipio.
ffiniHano Zapata. —  Municipio in eastern Tabasco. The city of Bniliano 
Zapata is the municipal seat,
WniHAno Zapata. —  City in Bniliano Zapata municipio, of which it is the
municipal seat. ELev. US feet. Formerly known as Montecristo,
Eacrucijada. —  Village in Macuspana municipio.
Francisco Bueda. —  Village in Bulmanguillo municipio,
Frontera. —  City in Centla municipio, of which it is the municipal seat. 
ELev. 6 feet. Formerly known as Alvaro Cbreg6n.
Hacienda U m 6a. —  Locality used by Bovirosa (1887). Probably equivalent 
to El IimAn (see EL Llm&i, Macuspana municipio).
Hacienda Sabanas Buevas, —  Locality used by Bovirosa (1887). Probably 
equivalent to Sabanas Buevas (see Sabanas Buevas),
Hacienda San Diego, —  Locality used by Bovirosa (1887)* Probably equiva­
lent tc San Diego (see San Diego),
Haastecas. —  Collecting site of LSUKZ in Jalapa municipio. Often referred 
to as 17-18 mi. I or BE Teapa,
jgdmanguillo, —  Municipio in western Tabasco. The city of Huimanguillo 
is the municipal seat,
Biimanguillo, —  City in Huimanguillo nmdeipio, of which it is the muni­
cipal seat. ELev. 97 feet,
JSlapa. —  Munieipio in south central Tabasco. The city of Jalapa is the 
municipal seat.
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Jalapa. —  City in Jalapa municipio, of which it is the municipal 
seat. ELev. 130 feet.
Jalpa de Mendez. —  Municipio in west central Tabasco. The city of Jalpa 
de Mendez is the municipal seat.
Jalpa de Mlndez. •—  City in Jalpa de Mendez municipio, of which it is the
municipal seat. ELev. 39 feet.
Jonuta. —  Municipio in east central Tabasco. The city of Jonuta is the 
municipal seat.
Jonuta. —  City in Jonuta municipio, of which it is the municipal seat. 
ELev. 39 feet.
La Concepcion.—  Collecting locality cited by Friedmann et al. (1950).
There are numerous localities of this name within Tabasco, but
since Crypturellus cinnamomeus is recorded from this site, I vrould
be inclined to believe that the La Concepcion in question is the 
one located in Tenosique municipio.
La Encrucijada. —  Locality used by Rovirosa (1837). Probably equivalent 
to Encrucijada (see Encrucijada).
Laguna Coba. —  Lake in Tenosique municipio.
Laguna Corozal. —  Locality used by Rovirosa (18S7). There is a Corozal 
in Macuspana municipio, and this lake is probably nearby, although 
I cannot definitely locate it.
Laguna del Carmen. —  Coastal lagoon in Cardenas municipio.
Laguna del Congo. —  Lake in Macuspana municipio.
T-agruna Macoacan. —  Coastal lagoon in Paraiso municipio.
Laguna Matillas. —  Lake in Centro and Macuspana nunicipios.
Laguna Taciste. —  Locality used by Rovirosa (1887). This lake is proba­
bly in Macuspana municipio, but I am unable to locate it definitely.
Laguna Herra Colorado. —  Locality used by Rovirosa (1887). There is a
Tierra Colorado in Centro municipio, and this lake is probably nearby, 
although I cannot definitely locate it.
La Palma. —  Village in Tenosique municipio.
La Reforma. —  Village in Balancan municipio.
La Ribera. —  Village in Tenosique municipio.
La Venta. —  Village in Huimanguillo municipio
Lino. —  Locality used by Rovirosa (1887). This locality is probably in 
Macuspana municipio, but I am unable to locate it definitely.
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Macuspana. —  Municipio in south central Tabasco. The city of Macuspana 
is the municipal seat.
Macuspana. —  City in Macuspana municipio* of which it is the municipal 
seat.
Miramar. —  Village in Centla municipio.
Montecriato. —  d d  name for Bniliano Zapata (see Bniliano Zapata).
Monte Cristo. —  Equivalent to Montecristo (see Montecriato and Bniliano 
Zapata).
Bacajuca. —  Municipio in west central Tabasco. The city of Hacajuca is 
the municipal seat.
Nacajuca. —  City in Hacajuca municipio* of which it is the municipal 
seat.
Ocu&pan. —  Village in Huimanguillo municipio.
Par also. —  Municipio in west central Tabasco. The city of Paraiso is 
the municipal seat.
Paraiso. —  City in Paraiso municipio* of which it is the municipal seat. 
ELev. 10 feet.
Pa to. —  Collecting site of LSUMZ in Balancin municipio. Often referred
l’ to as 9 mi. H Balancin.
Playa Grande. —  Locality used by Bovirosa (1687), but I am unable to 
locate it.
Provincia. —  Village in Ealancan municipio.
Reforms. —  Equivalent to La Refoma (see La Reforms).
Rio Chico, —  Village in Jonuta municipio.
Rio Chilapa. —  River in Centro and Macuspana municipios.
Rio Chilapilla. —  River in Centro and Macuspana manicipios.
Rio Grijalva. —  River connecting the cities of Bulmanguillo* Villahermosa* 
and Frontera.
Rio Macuspana. —  River in Macuspana municipio.
Rio Pedrogal. —  River forming portion of boundary between Tabasco and 
Veracruz.
Rio Puyacatengo. —  River in Teapa and Jalapa munieipios.
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B£o San Pedro, —  River in Balancin municipio*
Rio San Pedro j San Pablo* —  River forming portion of boundary between
Tabasco and Campeche*
Rio San Pedro £ San Pablo. —  Collecting site of LSUMZ at mouth of the 
Rio San Pedro y San Pablo in Centla municipio,
Rio Tepetitan. —  River in Macuspana municipio*
Rio Tonald. —  River forming portion of boundary between Tabasco and
Veracruz*
Rio Usumacinta. —  River connecting the cities of Tenosique, Balanc&n, 
Bniliano Zapata, Jonuta, and Frontera*
Sabana del Tinto, —  Locality used by Rovirosa (1887)* This locality is 
probably in Macuspana municipio, but I am unable to locate it 
definitely.
Sabanas Baevas* —  Village in Centro municipio,
Sagarterra. —  Locality cited by Hellmayr and Conover (1948), but I am 
unable to locate it.
San Carlos. —  Village in Macuspana municipio.
Sanchez — - Village in Clrdenas municipio.
San Diego* —  Locality used by Rovirosa (1887). Two villages in Macuspana 
municipio bear this name* TO which of these localities Rovirosa had 
reference, I could merely guess,
San Isidro. —  Village in Tenosique municipio,
San Juan Bautista. —  Old name for Villahermosa (see Villahenaosa).
San Ram6n. —  Village in Centro municipio.
Santa Ana. —  GQ.d name for Sanchez Magallanes (see Sanchez Magallanes).
Santa Lucia. —  Locality used by Rovirosa (1887). This locality is proba­
bly in Macuspana municipio, but I am unable to locate it definitely,
Santa Rosa. —  Village in Tenosique municipio. Often referred to as 10 
mi, S£ Tenosique.
Santo Tcm&a. —  Village in Tenosique municipio,
Tacotalpa. —  Municipio in south central Tabasco, The city of Tacotalpa 
is the municipal seat.
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Tacotalpa. —  City in Tacotalpa municipio, of which it is the municipal 
seat. Elev* 195 feet.
Tapijulapa. —  Tillage in Tacotalpa municipio,
Teapa. —  Municipio in south central Tabasco. The city of Teapa is the 
municipal seat.
Teapa. ■—  City in Teapa municipio, of which it is the municipal seat.
ELev. 23U feet.
Tenosique. —  Municipio in eastern Tabasco. The city of Tenosique is the 
municipal seat.
Tenosique. —  City in Tenosique municipio, of which it is the municipal 
seat. ELev. 195 feet.
Tierra Colorado. —  Village in Centro municipio.
Tortuguero. —  Village in Macuspana municipio.
Triunfo. —  Village in Balancan municipio.
Tulipan. —  Village in Cunduacin municipio,
Valle de Bulu.ji. —  Locality used by Rovirosa (1887). Probably equivalent 
to Buluji (see Buluji).
Villahermosa. —  City in Centro municipio, of which it is the municipal 
seat; it is also the capital of Tabasco. Elev, 33 feet. Formerly 
known as San Juan Bautista.
Villa Hennosa. —  Equivalent to Villahermosa (see Villahermosa).
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formed by a small stream of water. Arising from the Tabascan bank of this 
stream is a small wood-corered hill. This wood is much drier than the Teapa 
rain forest and more scrubby. The surrounding area is mainly pastureland. 
The region supports a great rariety of pigeons and doves, for example, Zen- 
aids aaiatica, Columba flavirostris. and Columba speclosa.
Tenosique. 8 mi. SE. —  This collecting site is located at a rancho 
near the Laguna Coba. This lake is rather large with much open water, but 
it is surrounded by a swamp filled with dense brush and a few trees. There­
fore, a view of the open water from the shore is impossible. The rancho 
contains much pastureland, but to the south, along a range of small hills 
that gets progressively higher as one approaches the Guatemala line, the 
dense rain forest begins. The rain forest in this area is the best and 
least disturbed of any I have yet seen in the State, and the number and 
kinds of birds present substantiate this statement.
Climate
The climate of Tabasco is characterised by a rather uniform and high 
year round temperature, high humidity, high annual rainfall, and little to 
no wind. The year is divided into parts, the wet and the dry seasons. 
February, March, April, and May are the dry months, and the remainder of 
the year is the wet season. This statement should not imply that the dry 
season is actually rainless, but only that it is dry by comparison.
In a study on the climate of Maxico, Page (1930: 15) divided the Coun­
try into provinces according to temperature and places Tabasco in the 
southern lowlands province. He characterized this province as "a region 
of relatively high temperature with low annual range." January was found
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to be the coldest month and May to be the warmest, the mean temperatures 
being 71*6° F. and 81.5° respectively. "The May maximum is a result 
of the vertical ray of the sun and a small amount of cloudiness preceding 
the rainy season."
In considering rainfall, Page (1930: 25) has again divided the Country 
into provinces and has placed Tabasco in the southern Gulf coast rainfall 
province. This province has "the heaviest recorded rainfall of any pro­
vince, in Mexico," and Teapa, with 183 inches, has the highest annual rain­
fall of any recording station in the Republic. The average annual rainfall 
for the province is approximately 80 inches. April has the minimum rain­
fall, while October has the maximum. "Winter rains are abundant, being 
produced in part by the northers. The heavy rainfall of summer is a result 
largely of convection, while the still heavier rainfall of September, Octo­
ber, and November results from tropical storms, convection, and northers.n
Brodlcorb (1943s 13) gives the annual precipitation of seven stations 
within the State. This information is stated in millimeters, but I have 
converted it to inches for the sake of consistency. The data from these 
stations in order of greatest precipitation are as follows:
Teapa : 181 inches.
Tenosique : 83 inches.
Macuspana : 79 inches,
Villahermosa: 75 inches.
Ccsaalcalco : 71 inches.
Huimanguillo: 71 inches.
Frontera : 63 inches.
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METHODS AND PROCEDURES IN PRESENTATION OF THE ACCOUNTS OF THE SPECIES
A brief discussion will be presented in the following section of each 
of the 457 species that have been reported from Tabasco. I have not seg­
regated the accounts according to the reliability of their respective re­
cords, but have included all reported species within the main text. The 
name of a specie3 whose occurrence within the State needs verification is 
placed in brackets. Included within this category are the following sit­
uations: old published records based on mislabeled specimens; published 
sight records of which the validity is doubtful; and my own dubious sight 
records. An asterisk preceding the name of a species is indication that 
it has definitely been sighted within the State, but that there are no 
specimens representing the bird.
The sequence of families, genera, and species follows the Distribu­
tional Check-list of the Birds of Mexico, parts I (Friedmann et al., 1950) 
and II (Miller et al., 1957). This arrangement in many points differs 
radically from that of such other standard works as the Check-list of North 
American Birds (1957), but I have chosen to follow rigidly the Mexican 
Check-list.
Classification follows in general that of the standard reference works, 
principally the Check-list of North American Birds (1957), Friedmann et al. 
(1950), Miller et al. (1957), and Eisenmann (1955). When I have diverged, 
the basis for so doing is stated. I have attempted, insofar as possible, 
to incorporate the findings of the latest works on the various groups of
58
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
59
birds. I have not hesitated to utilize any opportunity to expound my 
views on eurrent trends in taxonomy. I am particularly opposed to the 
currently popular merging of strongly marked allopatric fonns (species?) 
in order to demonstrate the close relationship between two populations.
This objective is indeed accomplished, but not without sacrifice. The 
differences between the two forms are slighted. The merging of tvo cr 
more forms into one species may unravel a taxonomic problem at the speci­
fic level, but in actuality the problem has not been solved} it has only 
been shifted to the subspecific level. Because of the current "lumping" 
trends, the subspecies is rapidly becoming the most overburdened taxon 
and is very inequivalent in its value. Baces of a single species may in 
some cases be differentiated only by a statistical computation or in other 
situations may be very different morphologically, ecologically, and etho- 
logically. At the present "lumping" rate, it will soon be necessary to 
utilize quadrinomials even to approximate the true pattern of relationship. 
For exampls, we may consider the Pipilo erythrophthalaus complex. This 
complex consists of two major populations that were once treated as two 
species, P. erythrophthalmus and P. maculatus. Each of these groups is 
divisible into a number of races. Today, with the merging of these two 
populations into one species, it is necessary, in order to refer to one of 
the major groups (P. erythrophthalmus or P. maculatus). to use a vernacular 
name that is no longer in use (Eastern Towhee or Spotted Towhee). It is 
impossible to refer to one of these groups by a scientific name. According 
to the present classification of this species, a subspecies of the "East­
ern Towhee" group is as closely related to a subspecies of the "Spotted 
Towhee" group as it is to another race of its own group. 1 would much 
favor the application of the superspecies concept and to consider such a
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complex as P. erythrophthalmus to consist of closely related species (P. 
gythrophthalmus; P. maculatus) rather than to consider it as being a spe­
cies complex in which some races are closely related and others quite dis­
tantly related. We are very inconsistent in our evaluation of specific 
and subspecific characters, and in some groups we tolerate considerable 
hybridization and intergradation without demoting the populations to the 
subspecific level. In other groups the discovery of one intermediate bird 
is sufficient evidence of intergradation and hence conspecificity between 
two neighboring populations (Aimophila botterii and Aimophila petenica. 
Webster, 1959: 139)* Cn the other hand, I am opposed to the maintenance 
of races within a species in which less than 75^ of the individuals can be 
identified. In a few cases I have rejected races that have heretofore en­
joyed recognition, and my basis for the action is discussed.
In choosing the common same to be used, I have, wherever possible, 
drawn upon the Check-list of Horth American Birds (1957). For species not 
covered by that reference. I have followed Friedmann et al. (1950), Miller 
et al. (1957)4 or ELsemann (1955)* In situations where two or more names 
are in use, I have chosen the one that I prefer, although I realize very 
well that my opinion will not be shared by everyone.
All the specimens that were collected by the four Louisiana State Uni­
versity expeditions are listed under SPECIMENS and LSUMZ. These are on de­
posit at the Louisiana State University Museum of Zoology. I have listed 
a few of the more interesting Tabascan specimens that are on deposit at 
other museums, but they are cited in the text. Information given for each 
specimen includes the following data where available: locality; sex; date;
weight (in grams); and collector. If the specimen is a skeleton or alcohol­
ic, I have so stated} otherwise a specimen is a skin. If measurements are
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of Importance in the text discussion, they are stated after each specimen. 
The measurements are in millimeters, and those of the wing (w) are of the 
chord, those of the tail (t) are from the base of the central tail feathers 
to the tip of the longest rectrix, those of the culmen (c) are of the ex­
posed upper surface, unless otherwise stated, and those of the tarsus (tar) 
are from the heal notch to the base of the toes. The names of the collec­
tors are represented by the following initials: EA, E. T. Armstrong* DB,
D. G. Berrett; MB, P. M. Berrett; LB, L. C. RLnfordj JG, J. P. Gee; DL, D.
M. Lay; KM, J. K. McDonald; and JW, J. E. Woods*
Following the list of specimens, I have given the PUBLISHED RECORDS 
for that particular species from Tabasco. I have attempted to make this 
list as complete as possible, but have for the most part included only ci­
tations that specify a particular locality. In certain cases, if the re­
cord includes the number of birds involved, this figure has been cited.
In the discussion of the status of the species in Tabasco, I have at­
tempted to cover the subjects of comparative abundance, habitat preference, 
geographical distribution, seasonal occurrence, and breeding. I have used 
the following adjectives to describe the degrees of abundance of the var­
ious species from highest to lowest: abundant; very common; common (or 
numerous); uncommon; rare; and transient. The different categories of sea­
sonal occurrence are: permanent resident; summer resident; winter visitant; 
and migrant. In discussing breeding, the condition of the gonads is given 
as greatly enlarged, enlarged, slightly enlarged, not enlarged, or not 
distinguishable•
Each species is discussed at that level rather than at the level of 
the subspecies. The final paragraph of each account gives the race or 
races of the species to which I have allocated the Tabascan specimens. Any
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taxonomic discussion at the subspecific level is presented here. Lack of 
a subspecific discussion usually indicates that the species is considered 
to be monotypic. In situation^ however, in which the species is known 
from the State on the basis of sight records alone, I have not speculated 
as to which race was probably present, and hence no racial discussion is 
given. The primary citation for each subspecies is given at the bottom 
of the page in a footnote.
All sight records mentioned within the text are ray own unless they 
are attributed to someone else.
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ANNOTATED LIST OF SPECIES
Family TINAMIDAE 
Tinamus major (Gmelin)
Great Tinamou
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  12 1/2 mi. N Balancin: <J, 24 April I960 (1114.3) DL.
11 mi. N Balancin: <S, 8 May 1961 (1058.3) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Friedmann 
et al. (1950: 9): Teapa. Rovirosa (1887:381): Rio Macuspana. Van Tyne 
(1935: 8): Teapa, three specimens.
The great Tinamou is a ccnmon permanent resident inhabiting the floor 
of the dense rain forest and of the dry tropical evergreen woods. It has 
been reported from near Francisco Rueda, Chontalpa, Teapa, Rfo Macuspana, 
Balancin, and Tenosique. As is typical of all tinamous, this species is 
very secretive and difficult to observe; and, until its call is learned, 
its true abundance cannot be appreciated. During the spring months its 
wavering call is a common evening sound of the rain forest and is heard 
almost every day. Cn the other hand, it was not heard during October and 
November. The specimens taken in April and May had greatly enlarged testes.
There is much confusion concerning the subspecific allocation of Tabas- 
can birds. Friedmann et al. (1950: 9) refer Teapa birds to T. m. percau- 
tus.l the pale Yucatan race. Cta the other hand, Van T^ne (1935: 8), who 
named percautus. referred Teapa specimens to T. m. robustus.^ the dark race
■^■Tinamus major percautus Van Tyne, Misc. Publ. Univ. Michigan Mus. 
Zool., 27/ 1935: 8 (Uaxactun, Pet£n, Guatemala).
^Tinamus robustus Selater and Salvin, Bcotic Oraith*, 1868 : 87, pi. 
44 (Chocturn, Guatemala).
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ranging eastward from northern Caxaca and Veracruz. Hellmayr and Conover 
(1942: 12) also include Tabascan birds within the range of robustns. There 
is considerable individual variation -within this species, birds ranging in 
coloration from rich brown to light gray. The two baiancan specimens are 
grayish and indistinguishable from the lighter individuals of the British 
Honduran population of percautus, but a specimen of robustus from Veracruz 
is also, to me, indistinguishable from the Salancan birds, Russell (MS.) 
believes that the darker British Honduran birds are young individuals that 
'will acquire the grayer coloration with age. He has dark individuals that 
exhibit patches of gray. I am 'unable to distinguish between these two races 
with any degree of consistency, and I would prefer to consider percautus as 
an invalid form. I feel that individual variation and age difference are 
the major factors contributing to the great variation within this species.
I therefore refer Ihbascan birds to robustus. If future field work should 
prove percautus to be valid, then the Balancan specimens should probably 
be referred to that race.
Crypturellus soui (Hermann)
Little Unamou
SPECIMENS. LSUKZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: cf, 27 February I960 (203.0) DL. 3 mi.
SE Tenosique: 2, 5 November 1961 (no wt.) LB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. 3rodkorb 
(1943: 21) San Isidro, 8 June 1939; Tenosique, 15 June 1939.
Ibis species is a permanent resident throughout the Tabascan rain 
forest belt and has been recorded from the Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosique 
regions. It was found to be the most abundant representative of its family 
in the Tenosique region, but elsewhere 3oucard’s Tinamou appeared to be 
more numerous. The little Tinamou prefers brushy areas to the denser sec­
tions of the forest, but it nay also be found in the latter situation. As
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is true of all tinamous, the abundance of this bird is best gauged by its 
call, for the bird itself is seldom observed. It wilT, however, respond to 
an imitation of its call, and, if the observer is patient enough and is 
well concealed, he may obtain a view of the bird. The specimen taken in 
February had greatly enlarged testes.
Tabascan birds are referable to C. s, meserythrus.3
Crypturellus boucardi (Sclater)
Boucard’s Unamou
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: d, 31 March 1961 (491.1) BA. 1 mi. 
E Teapa: d, 5 May 1959 (391.9) DB; d, 7 March I960 (409.4) DL; 9, 29 March 
I960 (444.1) DL; 9, 3 April I960 (486.0) DL; d, 26 February 1961 (465.2)
DB. PUBLISHED BECOBDS. Brodkorb (1943: 21): San Isidro, 8 June 1939. Hsll- 
mayr and Conover (1942: 74): Teapa, three.
The Boucard’s Tinamou is a common permanent resident of the floor of 
the wet, dense rain forest of the State and has been recorded from the 
Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosique regions. In most parts of its range this 
species is the most abundant tinamou, its mournful whistle being a typical 
evening sound during the breeding season. My notes for 21 February 1961 
at Teapa describe my first experience in luring this species to within 
shotgun range: "Ch the side of a cerro I succeeded in calling a bird into
view. Although the imitation was very poor the bird came as close as 30 
feet, looked at me for a few minutes, called again, and walked off, going 
up the side of the cerro. I followed the bird and got another view, fired 
a shot, and the bird flew off. A few minutes later I heard presumably the 
same bird call a short distance away." All the specimens, collected from
^Unamus meserytbrus Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 27, 1859:
392 (Playa Vicente, Oaxaca, Mexico).
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February through May, had greatly enlarged gonads and were in breeding 
Condition,
C. b. boucarcuA occurs from Mexico to Honduras.
Crypturellus cinnamomeus (Lesson)
Rufescent Tinamou
SPECIMEKS. LSUMZ.—  11 mi. N Balancin: o’, 7 May 1961 (380.4) EA; d, 7 May 
196l (338.4) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943 : 21): 15 Ion. N Reforma 
[La Refonna], 27 May 1939j Tenosique, 17 June 1939» Friedmann et al. (1950: 
11): La Concepci6n; Rio Usumacinta.
I have seen this tinamou at only one locality in Tabasco, 11 miles 
north of Balancin. In this area the Rufescent Tinamou is a common perma­
nent resident of the dry brushy areas and the dry tropical evergreen woods. 
Its call note is easily imitated, and the bird responds readily to such an 
imitation. This species has been recorded only from the localities cited 
above. The two males taken in May were in breeding condition.
Brodkorb (1943: 21) and Friedmann et al. (1950: 11) refer birds from 
eastern Tabasco and southern Campeche to C. £. interaedius.5 Paynter (1955: 
18), however, has presented evidence for considering this race as invalid 
and merging it with C. c. goldmani.^ the Tucatan form. Ihe latter treat­
ment is probably preferable, and I refer the Tabascan birds to goldmani.
^Tinamus boucardi Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 27, 1859: 391 
(Teotalcingo, Oaxaca, Mexico).
^Cryptarellus cinnamomeus intermedins Traylor, Zool. Ser., Field 
Mus. Bat. Hist., 24, 1941: 199 (Pacaitun, Campeche, Mexico).
^Crypturus sallaei goldmani Belson, Proc. Biol. Soc. 'Washington,
14, 1901:169 (Chich6n Itza, Yucatin, Mexico).
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
67
Family PCOICIPBDIDAE 
Podiceps dcminicus (Linnaeus)
Least Grebe
SPECIMEN. LSOMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: tf, 29 March 1959 (131.2) DL.
Although previously unreported from Tabasco, this species is a com­
mon permanent resident of the open marshes and lagoons of the State. In 
a drive through the marshland, one often sees Least Grebes swimming in the 
small water-filled roadside ditches. I have recorded this species from 
the vicinities of Sanchez Magallanes, Paraiso, Caaalcalco, C&rdenas, Cun- 
duacis, Frontera, Miramar, Villahermosa, Teapa, Ciudad Pemex, Bio San 
Pedro y San Pablo, and Bailiano Zapata. The specimen taken in March had 
enlarged testes. Cto 4 December 1961, 5 miles southwest of Cunduacan, I 
saw an adult Least Grebe with a downy young. This observation agrees with 
the experience of Paynter (1955: 21), who found in Yucatan that “these 
grebes breed more or less throughout the year."
Tabascan birds are referable to P. d. brachypterus.?
Podilvmbus podiceps (Linnaeus)
Pied-billed Grebe
SPECIMEN. LSOMZ.—  17 mi. K Teapa: d, 16 April 1959 (479.7) DL, w.128.
The Pied-billed Grebe is a common inhabitant of the open marshland and 
lagoons of Tabasco. I have records for the occurrence of this species dat­
ing from 24 October to 7 May and have seen it near Sanchez Magallanes, 
Cardenas, Cunduacin, Frontera, Miramar, Villahermosa, Huastecas, and Ciudad
^Colymbus dominions brachypterus Chapman, Bull. Aaer. Mas. Kat. 
Hist., 12, 1699: 256 (Lcmita Baneh, lower Bio Grande, Texas).
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Pemex. The status of this grebe in Tabasco is somewhat uncertain. The 
Check-list of Worth American Birds (1957: 8) states that the breeding range 
of this grebe extends south as far as the State of M&cico, but adds that 
the southern limits are uncertain. Undoubtedly a number of the birds ob­
served within the State are migrants or winter visitants; but, on 4 Decem­
ber 1961, L. C. Binford and I saw two adult Pied-billed Grebes and one 
downy young swimming in a small pond near the road 7 miles southwest of 
Cunduacan, No Least Grebes were noted in the area, and the young bird pre­
sumably belonged to the two adults that it was following. The April speci­
men had enlarged testes.
I am uncertain as to the subspecific identification of the Tabascan 
specimen. Two races are possible within the State. P. £. podiceps^ winters 
through Mexico to Panama, and P. j>. ant ill arum^ breeds "in the Greater and 
Lesser Antilles, the Virgin Islands, and probably in parts of Mexico and 
Central America" (Hellmayr and Conover, 1948: 38). The Tabascan specimen 
falls within the upper limit of the range of measurements given by Hell­
mayr and Conover (1948: 37) for the latter race. Concerning antlllarum 
these authors also state that it is a rather "ill-defined race, whose claims 
to recognition need substantiation."
Family PELECANIDAE 
Pelecanus erythrorfaynchos Gnelin 
White Pelican
g
[Colymbus] Fodic.cps Linnaeus, Sjyst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 136 
(in America septentrional! [=South Carolina]).
, 9Podmmbus podiceps antillarun Bangs, Proc. New England Zool. Club,
4, 1913: 89 (Bueycito, Oriente, Cuba).
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PUBLISHED RECORDS. Lincoln (1936: 139): Tabasco, 6 November 1931. Rovirosa 
(188?: 338): Lagoons north and northeast of Macuspana,
The .'Jhite Pelican is an uncommon winter visitant or migrant within 
Tabasco. On 6 March 1961 at the mouth of the Rio San Pedro y San Pablo, a 
flock of fifty birds was observed soaring overhead. On 3 April of the same 
year, I saw a flock of ten birds soaring over the marshes ? miles east of 
Ciudad Pemex. I have not recorded, this species on any ether occasion in 
the State. A Vfhite Pelican that was banded at Merrill, Oregon, on 26 June 
1934, by H. homester, was collected in Tabasco on 6 November 1934 (Lin­
coln, 1936: 139). Except for Rovirosa’s report, I know of no other records 
for this species from the State,
Pelecanus occidental!; Linnaeus 
Brown Pelican
SPECIMEN. LSUKZ.—  Miramar: 5, 16 May 1959 (2155.5) DB. PUBLISHED RECORD. 
Rovirosa (188?: 333): Bncrucijada, one specimen, January 13?0.
The Brown Pelican is a common permanent resident of che Tabascan coast, 
especially where there are salt-water lagoons. I have seen this species in 
greatest abundance near Sanchez Magallanes and the Laguna del Carmen. Rov- 
irosa’s record for the 3rown Pelican from Ihcruciiada on the Rio Chilapa, 
approximately 40 miles from the coast, is especially interesting. I have 
never seen this species at any inland locality within the State. The female 
taken at Miramar is not in full adult dress, but it had a slightly enlarged 
ovary.
The Gulf Coast race of this species is P. o. caroj.inen.sis.~
^ [ Pelecanus] carolinensis Gmelin, Syst. Mat., 1. pt, 2, 1789: 571 
(in sinu Charleston [^Charleston Harbor, South Carolina]).
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Family PHALACROCORACIDAE
Phalacrocorax ollvaceus (Humboldt)
Olivaceous Cormorant
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  15 mi. N Villahermosa: ?, 16 May 1959 (871.2) DB. PUB­
LISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943 : 22): La Palma, two, 4 June 1939. Rovirosa 
(l8$7: $89): San Diego; San Joan Bautista [Villahermosa]; San Ram6n; EL 
Mulato.
The Olivaceous Cormorant is a permanent resident of the marshland and 
larger river systems of the State. It was found to be most abundant near 
Ciudad Pemex and along the Rfo Usumacinta. Cn 3 April 1961 in the marshes 
7 miles east of Ciudad Pemex, I counted approximately ICO individuals sit­
ting in the trees, swimming, or flying pact- Flocks of this species are 
often seen flying along the Rio Usumacinta, especially in the early morn­
ing hours. At other marshes where one would expect to find this cormorant 
equally as abundant, the species is absent. I have records for the Olivaceous 
Cormorant from near Frontera, Miramar, Villahermosa, Buastecas, Ciudad 
Pemex, Rio San Pedro y San Pablo, Jonuta, Rio Chico, Qalllano Zapata, Balan- 
can, and Santa Rosa. The specimen taken in May did not have distinguish­
able gonads.
P. o. mexicanus^ is the race in Tabasco.
Family ANHUJGIDAE 
Anhinga anhinga (Linnaeus)
Anhinga
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  18 mi. N Teapa: 9, 9 April 1959 (1210.0) DB. PUBLISHED 
RECORD. Rovirosa (1887: 389): Rio Macuspana.
^•Carbo maxicanus Brandt, Bull. Sci. Acad. Imp, Sci. St. Petersbourg,
3, 1337:'col. 56 (Mexico).
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The Anhinga is a common permanent resident of the Tabascan marshland 
and river systems and is usually found in the trees bordering these bodies 
of water. On 24 October 1961, 30 miles north of Villahermosa, a flock of 
twenty-four individuals was observed in circling flight high overhead* I 
have recorded the Anhinga from the vicinities of Chontalpa, Frontera, Mir­
amar, Villahermosa, Ciudad Pemex, Rio Chico, Eniliano Zapata, Balancer*, 
Tenosique, and Santa Rosa. Ihe University of Kansas has three specimens 
collected by R. W. Dickerman 10 miles east and 19 miles north of Macuspana 
on 6 May 1955* The female collected in April had an enlarged ovary,
Tabascan populations are referable to A. a. leucogaster.--
Family FREGATIDAE
Fregata magnificens Mathews
Magnificent Frigatebird
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  3 mi. E Sanches Magallanes: d, 17 December 1961 
(1395.0)' DB.
The Magnificent Frigatebird is a very common to abundant inhabitant 
of the entire Tabascan coast, but especially numerous near the coastal 
lagoons. The silhouette of this species against the sky is one of better 
indications that the coast is not far away. I have seen this bird, how­
ever, as far inland as Frontera and 6 miles southwest of Sanches Magallanes. 
Cb 5 March 1961, I estimated the number of frigatebirds off the coast at 
the mouth of the Rio San Pedro y San Pablo to be between 500 and 1000.
They were probably attracted by the shrimp boats and the swirling flocks 
of gulls and terns. On 17 December 1961, 3 miles east of Sanchez Magallanes,
l^Plotus leucogaster Vieillot, Nouv. Diet. Hist. Nat., 1, 1816:
545 (Florida)!
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I found a roosting site of large numbers of this species in the small man­
grove islands at the edge of the Laguna del Carmen* I did not notice any 
nests at that time, but the male collected at that locality had greatly en­
larged testes and could well have been in breeding condition* Paynter 
(1955: 29) found frigatebirds nesting on Isla Contoy off the Yucatan Penin­
sula in December,
P. m. rothschildi^-3 is the subspecies occurring along the coast of 
Tabasco.
Family ARDE3DAS 
Ardea herodiaa Linnaeus 
Great Blue Heron 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Rovirosa (1887: 385): R£o Macuspana.
The Great Blue Heron is an uncommon winter visitant to the coastal 
lagoons, marshland, and larger river systems of Tabasco. There is no evi­
dence that this species breeds within the State. I have records for the 
Great Blue Heron within Tabasco dating from 24 October to 16 May and from 
the vicinities of the following localities: Sanchez Magallanes; Chontalpa;
Frontera; Miramar; Villahermosa; Teapa; Ciudad Pemex; Rio Chico; Emiliano 
Zapata; and Santa Rosa, This heron is usually encountered singly, but oc­
casionally in pairs.
The subspecies most likely to be found wintering in Tabasco is A. h. 
herodiaa.1^ the race under which Brodkorb (1943: 22) cites Rovirosa’s record.
13
Fregata minor rothschildi Mathews, Birds Australia, 4, 1915: 280 
(Aruba, Dutch West IndiesTH
Ardea] Herodias Linnaeus, Syst. Hat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 143 (in 
America [*Hudson Bay]).
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Butoridea virescens (LLnnaeu3)
Green Heron
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  16 mi. S Villahermosa: ?, 11 March 1959 (177.5) DL. 
PUBLISHED RECQBDS. Brodkorb (1943: 22): Balancin, four, 10-20 May 1939;
La Palma”  2 June 1939. Oberholser (1912: 541): Mbntecristo [Bniliano Zapa­
ta], 7 May 1900. Rovirosa (1887: 385): Rio Macuspana.
The Green Heron is a very common permanent resident throughout the 
marshland of Tabasco. The resident population is supplemented by migrat­
ing and wintering birds, especially during April and October. In these 
months the marshes and nearby trees appear to be filled with this species. 
In distribution within the State, the Green Heron occurs throughout the 
marshland and coastal lagoons and along the banks of the many rivers. The 
University of Kansas has three specimens of this species collected by R. W. 
Dickerman at Cantem6 in May 1955. The specimen taken in March did net have 
distinguishable gonads. On 15 April 1961, 2 miles south of Villahermosa,
I observed twenty-five individuals in a tree in the middle of a marsh. In 
the tree were several nests, but unfortunately I did not investigate fur­
ther. Paynter (1955: 32) states that birds taken in May on the Yucatan 
Peninsula were in full breeding condition.
Tabascan birds are of the nominate race B. v. virescens.15
Florida caerulea (Linnaeus)
Little Blue Heron
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  2 mi. S Teapa, Tacotalpa road: 8, 13 March 1959 (351.9) 
DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Rovirosa (1887: 385)x R£o Macuspana. Salvin and 
Godman (1901:1^6): Teapa. Sharpe (1898: 103): Teapa, February. Weber 
(1945: 210): Rio Tonala.
^ [ Ardea] virescens Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 144 
(in America [=coast of South Carolina]).
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The Little Blue Heron is a common permanent resident of the coastal 
lagoons, marshland, and river s/stems of the State, The resident popula­
tion of this species during the nonbreeding season is supplemented by- 
wintering and migrating birds from farther north. I have recorded this 
heron from near La Venta, Sanchez Magallanes, Cardenas, Huimanguillo, Fron­
tera, Miramar, Villahermosa, Teapa, Ciudad Pemex, Rio Chico, Bniliano Za­
pata, Tenosique, and Santa Rosa. The female collected in March did not 
have an enlarged ovary.
I follow Hellmayr and Conover (1948: 189) in considering this species 
to be monotypic.
Bubulcus ibis (Linnaeus)
Cattle Egret
SPECIMEN. LSOMZ.—  18 mi. N Teapa: 5. 1 March I960 (296.1) DL. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Andrle and Axtell (1961: 280): 2 mi. S Miramar, seven, 22 April 
1959; Boastecas, 18 mi. H Teapa, fifty, 29 February I960; Roastecas, 18 
mi. H Teapa, 150, 1 March I960; Boastecas, 18 mi. N Teapa, 25 March I960; 
Hoastecas, 18 mi. H Teapa, 30 March I960. Wolfe (1961: 641): 75 km. (45 
mi.) SE Villa Hermosa [Villahermosa], eleven, 13 April 1961; 10 km. (6 mi.)
E Villa Hermosa [Villahermosa], two, 14 April 1961.
Over the past few years, the Cattle Egret has become a common perma­
nent resident in the open, marshy grassland of the State. It is especially 
abundant wherever herds of cattle may be found. Cta 22 April 1959, D. M.
Lay and I saw seven wary Cattle Egrets south of Miramar. Two and one hal f 
years later, on 24 October 1961, I counted forty-three individuals at the 
same locality. In contrast, these birds were very tame and allowed me to
approach within a few feet. Cm 1 March I960, D. M. Lay and J. E. Woods
observed 150 Cattle Egrets at Huastecas, 18 miles north of Teapa, and col­
lected the specimen cited above. Additional records and localities for 
this heron are: ten birds 6 miles southwest of Cunduac&n on 4 December
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1961; ten birds 5 miles south of Jalpa de Mendez on 4 December 1961: 
seven birds 3 miles west of Jalpa de Mlndez on 4 December 1961; two birds 
4 miles southwest of Oculpan on 8 December 1961; eight birds 6 miles north 
of Campo Magallanes on 12 December 1961; and nine birds 6 miles southwest 
of Sanchez Magallanes on 15 December 1961. Tabasco furnishes excellent 
habitat for this species, which, at its present rate of increase, will 
soon be the most abundant heron in the State. Hie female collected on 1 
March had a slightly enlarged ovary.
The race of this species that occurs within the Americas is B. i. 
ibis. 3-6
Pichrcmanassa rufescens (Gnelin)
Reddish Egret
PUBLISHED RECORD. Cooke (1938: 82): Paraiso, 4 November 1930.
Ch 24 October 1961, I saw a Reddish Egret on the beach at Miramar.
I have not observed this species within Tabasco on any other occasion. On 
4 November 1930, a specimen was collected at Paraiso. This bird had been 
banded at Farwell Island, near Port O’Connor, Texas, on 26 May 1930 by J. 
W. Stiles (Cooke, 1938: 82). I do not know of any other report of the 
Reddish Egret from the State.
Friedmann et al. (1950: 30) include Tabasco within the range of D. r. 
rufescens. ^
^ [ Ardea] Ibis Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 144 (Egypt).
3-7[Ajdea] rufescens Gnelin, Syst. Nat., 1, pt. 2, 1789: 628 
(Louisiana).
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Casmerodius albus (Linnaeus)
Common Egret
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  18 mi. NE Teapa: <?, 1 May 1959 (771.8) DB. PUBLISH® 
RECORDS. Rovirosa (1887: 385): Rio Macuspana. Weber (1945: 211): fe£o 
Tonala.
The Common Egret is an abundant permanent resident of the coastal la­
goons, marshland, and river systems of the State. During the winter months 
the resident population is supplemented by winter visitants and migrating 
birds. Usually, though not always, this species is found in greater abun­
dance than the Snowy Egret. At times the Tabascan marshes are literally 
white with egrets of both species. Cfa 3 April 1961 in the marshes 7 miles 
ea3t of Ciudad Pemex, I counted 200 Common Egrets and twenty-five Snowy 
Egrets. Cn 18 November 1961 at Huastecas, 17 miles north of Teapa, the 
marshes were filled with egrets. I estimated more than 1000 Common Egrets 
and approximately 2000 S n o w y  Egrets. This flock probably contained 
many wintering birds. In distribution within Tabasco, Casmerodius albus 
is found wherever there is water. The male taken in May did not have en­
larged testes.
The American race of this cosmopolitan species is C. a. egretta.18
Leucophoyx thula (Molina)
Snowy Egret
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  8 ad. SE Tenosique: <f, 12 November 1961 (277.4) DB. 
PUBLISH® RECORDS. Rovirosa (1887: 385): Rio Macuspana. Weber (1945: 210): 
&o 'Tonala.
The Snowy Egret is an abundant permanent resident of the coastal
•^[Ardea] Egretta Gtaielin, Syst. Nat., 1, pt, 2, 1789: 629 (in insula 
S. Dominici,insulis Falkland et America australi ad Louisiana® usque 
[^French Guiana]).
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lagoons, marshland, and river systems of Tabasco; and the year-round popu­
lation is augmented by winter visitants. The species is usually not as 
numerous as its larger relative, the Common Egret, but at times it is more 
so* Ch 24 October 1961 in the marshes 30 miles north of Villahermosa, I 
counted over 200 Snowy Egrets and fifty Common Egrets (see also previous 
account). The testes of the November male were slightly enlarged.
Tabascan birds are referable to L. t. thula.^ -9
Hydranassa tricolor (Muller)
Louisiana Heron
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  19 mi. N Villahermosa: S, 16 May 1959 (436.6) DB. 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Cooke (1938: 82): 12 km. from Macuspana, 6 September 
1931.
The Louisiana Heron is a common permanent resident of the coastal 
lagoons, marshland, and river systems of Tabasco. It was found to be more 
numerous and regular in the coastal lagoons and along the Rxo Usumacinta 
than elsewhere in the State. This species was not observed in large num­
bers, as were the egrets, but was usually seen singly or in pairs. I 
have records for its occurrence from the vicinities of the following lo­
calities: Sanchez Magallanes; Frontera; Miramar; Villahermosa; Huastecas;
Ciudad Pemex; Rfo Chico; and Bniliano Zapata. The female taken in May had 
an enlarged ovary.
The race that occurs through Mexico is H. t. ruficollia.2^
19Ardea Thula Molina, Sagg. Stor. Nat. Chili, 1782: 235 (Chili).
2Q]feretta ruficollis Gosse, Birds Jamaica, 1847: 338 (Burnt Savanna 
River and Bluefields Creek, Jamaica).
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Agamia agami (Cbielin)
Agami Heron
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  11 mi. N Balancan: d“, 5 May 1961 (no wt.) EA. PUBLISHED 
RECORD* Brodkorb (1943: 23): Balancan, 15 May 1939.
Cb 26 April I960 along the Rio San Pedro, D. M. Lay (in litt.) saw a 
heron that he thought to be of this species because of "its notably short 
legs." E. T. Armstrong collected the specimen cited above from the edge 
of a small pool of water in the dry tropical evergreen woods 11 miles north 
of Balancan. The bird had slightly enlarged testes. Aside from the speci­
men cited by Brodkorb, I know of no other record for this rare heron in 
Tabasco.
Nycticorax nycticorax (Linnaeus)
Black-crowned Night Heron
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  17 mi. N Tfcapa: <J, 18 April 1959 (975.8) DB. PUBLISHED 
RECORD. Rovirosa (1887: 385): Rio Macuspana.
I have only four personal records for the Black-crowned Night Heron 
from Tabasco: one bird at Huastecas, 17 miles north of Teapa, on 18 April
1959; one bird at the same locality a few days later on 22 April; one bird 
flying along the Rio Grijalva, 11 miles south of Chontalpa, on 24 March 
1961; and one bird 7 miles east of Ciudad Pemex on 3 April 1961. By day 
this heron is usually observed in trees bordering the marshes. The status 
of Nycticorax nycticorax within the State is uncertain. The specimen taken 
on 18 April had enlarged testes and may have been in breeding condition.
Seme of the birds seen, however may have been merely migrants of winter 
visitants.
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North American birds are referable to N. n. hoactli.^ l
Ryetanassa violacea (Linnaeus)
Tallow-crowned Night Heron 
SPECIMEN, LSUMZ.—  17 mi. N Teapa: 2, 20 March 1959 (598.5) DL.
At Huastecas, 17 miles north of Teapa, one individual of this species 
was seen on each of the following dates: 14 March 1959; 20 March 1959; 
and 18 November 1961. On 17 December 1961, I saw seven Tellow-crowned 
Night Herons in the mangroves 3 miles east of Sanchez Magallanes. I know 
of no other observations of this heron in Tabasco. The female taken in 
March is in immature plumage, but it had an enlarged ovary. It is unknown 
whether or not this species breeds within the State; the bird3 that were 
observed could have been migrants or winter visitants.
The Tabascan bird is referable to N. v. v i o l a c e a .22
Heterocnus mexicanus (Swainson)
Bare-throated Tiger Heron
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  11 mi. 8 Balancin: 2, 4 May 1961 (1118.5) DB. 3 mi.
N, 3 mi."E Balancan: 2, 10 April I960 (933*0) DL. PUBLISHED RECORD. Weber 
(1945: 197): La Venta.
Aside from Weber's record for this species from La Venta, the Bare- 
throated Tiger Heron has been found, to my knowledge, only in the vicinity 
of Balancin. Near my camp U  miles north of that town, this heron was 
often observed at mall pools of water in the open or in the dense woods.
^-[Ardea] Hoactli Gtaelin, Syst. Nat., 1, pt. 2, 1789: 630 (in novae 
Hispaniae lacubus [»Valley of Mexico]).
22
[Ardeaj violacea Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 143 (in 
America septentrional! [=South Carolina]).
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When flushed it usually flies to a nearby tree, begins to call, and thereby 
produces a tremendous racket. D. M. Lay saw an individual of this species 
along the Rio Usumacinta northwest of Balancan on 2 May I960. The April 
specimen is a female in inmature plumage; however, the ovary was enlarged. 
The May female was a breeding adult, the ovary being enlarged and the ovi­
duct containing eggs,
Tabascan birds are of the race H. m. mexicanus.23
[ Ixobrychus exilis (Qmelin) 3 
Least Bittern
PUBLISHED RECORD. Rovirosa (1887: 385): Rio Macuspana.
The only report, to my knowledge, of the Least Bittern from Thbasco 
is that of Rovirosa. Friedmann et al. (1950: 34) evidently do not accept 
this record, for they do not include Tabasco within the range of the spe­
cies. I have never seen this bittern within the State, and probably it 
should not be included on the list of Tabascan birds until its presence 
has been verified. The bird is easily overlooked, and its occurrence with­
in the State is to be expected.
Brodkorb (1943 : 23) cites Rovirosa^ record under the subspecies I. e.
exilis. 24
Botaurus lentiginosus (Rackett)
American Bittern
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Friedmann et al. (1950: 34): Tabasco. Rovirosa (1887: 
385): fifo Macuspana.
I have never definitely recorded this species within Tabasco. I have
on occasion flushed large, unidentified bitterns, but these could have been
23Tigrisoma aexicana Swainson, in Murray's Ehcl. Geog., 1834: 1383 
(Real del Monte, Hidalgo, Mexico.).
^[Ardea] exilis Gmelin, Siyst. Hat., 1, pt. 2, 1789: 645 (Jamaica).
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Pinnated Bitterns. The American Bittern is very secretive, and undoubtedly 
a few spend the winter within the State,
Botaurus pinnatus (Wagler)
Pinnated Bittern
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ,—  14 mi. S Villahermosa: 2, 14 April 1961 (no vt.) DB,
18 mi. HE Teapa: 2, 9 April 1959 (554.0) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Dickerman 
(1961: 333): Cantem6, 9 May 1955J 3 mi. S Villahermosa, two, 17 May 1955$
18 mi. HE Teapa, 9 April 1959.
The Pinnated Bittern is a common permanent resident of the Tabascan 
marshes and wet grassland. It i3 very secretive and difficult to detect 
and hence is probably much more abundant than the records indicate. Dicker- 
man (1961: 333) collected the first Pinnated Bittern from Tabasco on 9 May 
1955 at Cantem6, He states that he observed at least fifteen birds "in the 
marshes along the rivers" in that region. Later, on 17 May, he collected 
two more individuals 3 miles south of Villahermosa. I collected two Pin­
nated Bitterns from the vicinity of Huastecas on 9 April 1959 and 14 April 
1961 and have seen this species near Huimanguilio, Frontera, Miramar, Vill­
ahermosa, and Huastecas. L. C. Binford and L. L. Wolf observed an indivi­
dual 8 miles east of Cardenas on 19 April 1961. As common as this bittern 
is in the area today, it is surprising, despite it3 secretiveness, that it 
was not discovered earlier. Possibly the species has recently invaded Ta­
basco and is presently increasing. The specimen taken on 9 April is an 
immature female and the ovary is not enlarged, but the female collected on 
14 April is an adult and had a slightly enlarged ovary.
Dickerman (1961: 333) has recently named the Mexican population of this 
species B. £. caribaeus.^ Ihe type loc ality for this new race is Cantem6.
^ Botaurus pinnatus caribaeus Dickerman, Wilson Bull., 73, 1961: 
(Cantem6, Tabasco, Mexico).
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Family COCHLEARIIDAE 
Cochlearius cochlearius (Linnaeus)
Boat-billed Heron
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 3 April 1959 (624.5) DB. 11 ad.
N Balancln: d, 3 May 1961 (808.9) EAj 9, 3 May 1961 (592.4) BA. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 24): Balancdn, 15 Kay 1939; 15 km. N Reforma 
[La Reforma], 26 May 1939; La Palaa, 4 June 1939. Rovirosa (1887 : 386):
Rio Macuspana.
In its proper habitat, this species is a common permanent resident 
within the State. It is usually encountered in groups sitting in trees 
bordering a body of water. I have seen it in largest numbers in the trees 
on the banks of Rio Usumacinta near Jonuta, On 3 May 1961, E. T. Armstrong 
observed one adult and three young in a small stream of water in the dense 
woods 11 miles north of Balancan. He reported that they swam after the 
manner of a duck with their heads resting upon their backs. On 8 May of 
the same year at the same locality, I flushed a flock of ten. On 26 April 
I960, D. M. Lay encountered Boat-billed Herons along the Rio San Pedro and 
reported that they were "innumerable." Lay also saw four birds of this 
species in a tree at Huastecas, 17 miles north of Teapa, on 30 March I960. 
The University of Kansas has two specimens collected by R. W. Dickerman at 
Cantem6 on 9 May 1955. L. R. Wolfe (in litt.) observed Boat-billed Herons 
several times in the marshy country between Villahemosa and Frontera in 
April 1961. Cm 3 May 1961, Armstrong collected an adult male and a young 
female. The adult male was in breeding condition. The ovary of the April 
female was enlarged.
The race occurring north of Costa Rica is C. <c. zcledoni.^
^Cancrona seledoni Ridgway, Proc. U. S. Hat. Mus., 8, 1885: 93 
(Hazatlan, Sinaloa, Mexico).
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Family CICONIIDAE 
Hycteria americana Linnaeus 
Wood Ibis
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  25 mi. N Villahermosa: 5, 18 April 1959 (1710.0) DB. 
PUBLISHH) RECORD. Rovirosa (1887: 384): Rfo Macuspana.
This species is a common permanent resident of the coastal lagoons, 
marshland, and large river systems of the State. It is most frequently 
observed while in flight, often soaring overhead in the manner of a vul­
ture. The Wood Ibis is most abundant along the Rio Usumacinta between 
Jonuta and Balancin. In the early morning hours near Rio Chico on 22 April 
1961, I counted approximately fifty birds flying past in groups of five or 
six individuals, probably en route to their feeding grounds. I have re­
corded this species from near La Venta, Huimanguillo, Frontera, Villaherao- 
sa, Ciudad Pemex, Jonuta, Rio Chico, Bniliano Zapata, Balancan and Rio San 
Pedro. The ovary of the female collected in April was slightly enlarged.
* Jabiru nycteria (Lichtenstein)
Jabiru
On 17 April I960, 10 miles north of Balanc&n, D. M. Lay observed 
several Jabirus soaring overhead with a flock of vultures. In the early 
morning hours of 21 April 1961 along the Rio Usumacinta west of Jonuta, I 
saw two individuals and possibly a third flying over the river. One bird 
was very close, almost within shotgun range, and afforded me an excellent 
view. The natives in the Balancan area are familiar with the Jabiru and 
refer to it as the "Butarda." They assured me that the bird was fairly 
common in the region but difficult to obtain. I know of no other observa­
tions within Tabasco.
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Family THRESKIORNITHIDAE 
* Plegadis chihi (Vieillot)
White-faced Ibis
On 16 May 1959, I saw a White-faced Ibis in the marshes south of Mir­
amar. Approximately a month earlier on 22 April, I had seen a bird near 
the same locality that was almost certainly of this species. I know of 
no other observation of the White-faced Ibis within Tabasco.
Eudocimus albus (Linnaeus)
White Ibis
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  18 mi. NE Teapa: cf, 1 May 1959 (974.6) DB, PUBLISHED 
RECORD. Rovirosa (1887: 384): R£o Macuspana.
The White Ibis is a common permanent resident of the Tabascan marsh­
land and coastal lagoons, where it is usually encountered in small flocks 
of five to twenty-five birds. I have records from the vicinities of Fron­
tera, Miramar, Villahermosa, Huastecas, Ciudad Pemex, Rio San Pedro y San 
Pablo, Jonuta, Rio Chico, Bniliano Zapata, and Balancin. The male taken 
in May had enlarged testes,
Ajaia a.jaja (Linnaeus)
Roseate Spoonbill
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Hellmayr and Conover (1948: 273): Sagarterra, two. Rovi- 
rosa (1887:386): Rio Macuspana.
The Roseate Spoonbill is an uncommon to rare permanent resident of the 
marshland of the State, where it is usually seen in small groups of approx­
imately five individuals and is often found together with the White Ibis 
and the Wood Ibis. I have recorded spoonbills near Frontera, Miramar, Vill- 
ahermosa, Ciudad Pemex, and Bniliano Zapata.
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Family ANATIDAE 
Chen hyperborea (Pallas)
Snow Goose
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Friedmann et al. (1950: 37): Tabasco, two records. 
Rovirosa (1887: 386): Hacienda Sabanas Huevas, 1873; Bio Tepetitan, 1874.
The only known records for the occurence of this goose within Tabasco 
are those cited. I doubt that this species very often roaches as far 
south as Tabasco, but Leopold (1959: 149) states that "small numbers regu­
larly winter in central and southern Mexico."
Friedmann et al. (1950: 37) allocate the Tabascan birds to C. h. 
hyperborea,2?
* Anser albifrons (Scopoli)
White-fronted Goose
PUBLISHED RECORD. Leopold (1959: 142): marshes north and east of Villa 
Hermosa (Villahermosa], fifty, January 1952.
In a survey of wintering waterfowl made by airplane in January 1952,
Leopold (1959: 142) counted approximately fifty White-fronted Geese in the
marshes north and east of Villahermosa. I know of no other report of the
species from Tabasco,
Dendrocygna bicolor (Vieillot)
Fulvous Tree Duck
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Leopold (1959: 142): marshes north and east of Villa 
Hermosa (Villahermosa], 3635 (including Dendrocygna autumnalis). January 
1952. Rovirosa (1887 : 387): Laguna Matillas; Laguna TLerra Colorado; Laguna 
Taciste; Laguna Carosal; Playa Grande; Lino; Sabana del Tinto; San Diego;
EL Lim&n,
?Anser hyperboreu3 Pallas, Spic. Zool., 1, fasc. 6, 1769: 25 (in ter- 
ris borealibus ad Orientem 130° longitudinis sive circa Lenam et Ianam 
fluvios [=northeastern Siberia]).
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The Fulvous Tree Duck is an uncommon winter visitant to the marshes 
of Tabasco. I have seen this duck on only three occasions: one bird 30 
miles north of Villahermosa on 24 October 1961; ten birds 17 miles north 
of Teapa on 18 November 1961; and three birds (possibly domesticated) 5 
miles southwest of Cunduacan on 3 December 1961. In a waterfowl survey 
made by airplane in January 1952, Leopold (1959: 142) estimated the num­
ber of tree ducks observed in the marshes north and east of Villahermosa 
to be 3635* In the survey, however, he did not distinguish between this 
species and the Black-bellied Tree Duck, which was undoubtedly the more 
numerous of the two birds.
The Tabascan birds are referred to D. b. helva^ by Friedmann et al. 
(1950: 39) and the Check-list of North American Birds (1957: 69). Cn the 
other hand, Hellmayr and Conover (1948: 313) consider this race to be un­
tenable and the species to be, therefore, monotypic. I prefer the latter 
treatment.
Dendrocygna autumnalis (Linnaeus)
Black-bellied Tree Duck
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  17 mi. N Teapa: ?, 12 March 1959 (746.6) DL. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Leopold (1959: 142): marshes north and east of Villa Hermosa 
[Villahermosa], 3635 (including Dendrocygna bicolor). January 1952. Eovi- 
rosa (1887: 387 [entered as Dendrocygna arborea]) : Rfo Macuspana; Rfo Tepe- 
titan; Rfo Chilapilla. Weber (1945: 197): La Venta.
Uiis species is a common permanent resident of the Tabascan marshes 
and is usually the mo3t abundant of the waterfowl in the area. I have 
seen this tree duck in greatest abundance at Huastecas, 17 miles north of
^ Dendrocygna bicolor helva Wetmore and Peters, Proc. Biol. Soc. 
Washington, 35* 1922: 42 (Unlucky Lake, San Diego County, California).
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
37
Teapa, and along Highway 180 north of Villahermosa. Cn 18 November 1961 
at Huastecas, I observed a flock of approximately 500 HLack-bellied Tree 
Ducks. In the waterfowl survey made by airplane in January 1952, Leopold 
(1959: 142) estimated the number of tree ducks in the marshes north and 
east of Villahermosa to be 3635* He did not distinguish between the two 
species of Dendrocygna, but the majority were undoubtedly of this form. 
Black-bellied Tree Ducks are popular as domesticated birds and are fre­
quently seen in the yards of the Tabascan natives. The specimen collected 
in March did not have distinguishable gonads.
Friedmann et al. (1950: 39) allocate Tabascan birds to D. a. lucid a, 
but the Check-list of North American Birds (1957: 69) does not recognize 
lucida and places all birds north of Panama in D. a. fulgens.30 Hellaayr 
and Conover (1948: 314) do not recognize fulgens and consider all North 
American Black-bellied Tree Ducks to belong to the nominate race D. a. 
autumnalis.3- These authors claim that the characters upon which fulgens 
and lucida were based are variations due merely to age. I follow Hellmayr 
and Conover and refer Tabascan birds to autumnalis.
[ Dendrocygna arborea (Linnaeus) ]
West Indian Tree Duck
^^Dendroeygna autumnalis lucida Friedmann, Condor, 49, 1947: 191 
(Tres Zapotes, Veracruz, Mexico).
^^Dendrocygna autumnalis fulgens Friedmann, Condor, A9, 1947: 190 
(Loodta Ranch, Texas).
31[Anas] autumnalis Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 127 (in 
America [=West Indies]).
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PUBLISHED RECORDS. Rovirosa (1887: 387): Rio Macuspana; Rio Tepetitan;
Rio Chilapilla.
The records by Rovirosa for the occurrence of this species within 
Tabasco are undoubtedly in error, Brodkorb (1943: 25) says that it seems 
likely that these records refer to Dendrocygna autumnalis rather than to 
the West Indian D. arborea.
Cairina moschata (Linnaeus)
Muscovy Duck
SPECIMENS, LSUMZ.—  17 mi. N Teapa: <$, 24 May 1959 (no wt.) DL (raised 
from eggs obtained in the wild); 9, skeleton, 24 May 1959 (no wt.) DL 
(raised from eggs obtained in the wild). 11 mi. N Balancan: cf, 7 May 
1961 (no wt.) EA. PUBLISHED RECORD. Weber (1945: 197): La Venta,
In nature the Muscovy Duck is an uncommon permanent resident within 
Tabasco. On the other hand, as a domesticated bird (in various patterns 
of black and white), it is found commonly in the yards of the natives. The 
species is an inhabitant of remote ponds and lakes; for example, north of 
Balancan it was seen regularly in a swamp covered with a dense growth and 
surrounded by heavy forest. The ducks would frequently be observed in the 
trees bordering the swamp. Flocks totaling 40 birds were seen in the early 
morning hours along the Rfo Usumacinta near Rfo Chico on 22 April 1961.
There are records for the Muscovy Duck from near La Venta, Sanchez Magal­
lanes, Frontera, Huastecas (probably domesticated), Rfo Chico, and Balancan.
Anas cyanoptera Vieillot 
Cinnamon Teal
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Leopold (1959: 138): Coatzacoalcos [Veracruz] to Laguna
Macoacan, 200 (including Anas discors), January 1952; marshes north and east 
of Villa Hermosa [Villahermosa], 2000 (including Anas discors), January 1952. 
Rovirosa (1887: 387): Rfo Macuspana,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
89
I have never personally observed this species in Tabasco, but it is 
probably an uncommon to rare winter visitant to the marshland of the State. 
In a waterfowl survey made by airplane in January 1942, Leopold (1959: 138) 
counted 200 individuals (including Anas discors) in the lagoons and marshes 
between Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz, and Laguna Macoacan and 2000 individuals 
(including Anas discors) in the marshes north and east of Viilahermosa.
In view of the abundance of the Blue-winged Teal as a winter visitant, that 
species probably constituted the major portion of the cited figures.
The Check-list of North American Birds (1957: 78) refers Mexican birds 
to A. £. septentrlonalium,32
Anas discors Linnaeus 
Blue-winged Teal
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  17 mi. N Teapa: cf?, 20 March 1959 (no wt.) DB. PUB­
LISHED RECORDS. Leopold (1959: 138): Coatzacoalcos [Veracruz] to Laguna 
Macoacan, 200 (including Anas cyanoptera). January 1952; marshes north and 
east of Villa Hermosa [Viilahermosa], ^000 (including Anas cyanoptera). 
January 1952. Rovirosa (1887: 387): R£o Macuspana.
The Blue-winged Teal is by far the most abundant of the wintering 
ducks in the Tabascan marshes. I have records for its occurrence within 
the State dating from 24 October to 5 May. This species is usually encoun­
tered in flocks ranging in number of individuals from five to 300, I have 
records from near Cunduacan, Frontera, Miramar, Viilahermosa, Huastecas,
Rio San Pedro y San Pablo, Ciudad Pemex, Jonuta, Rio Chico, Bniliano Zapa­
ta, and Rio San Pedro. The specimen collected in March was in male plum­
age but did not have distinguishable gonads.
32 Anas cyanoptera septentrionallum Snyder and Lumsden, Occ. Papers 
Royal Ontario Hus. Zool., 10, 1951: 16 (2 ai. south of Jensen, Utah).
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Anas carolinensis Gnelin 
Green-winged Teal
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Leopold (1959: 138): Coatzacoalcos [Veracruz] to Laguna 
Macoacan, 100, January 1952. Bovirosa (1887: 387): Efo Macuspana.
I have seen but one individual of this wintering duck in Tabasco, a 
bird observed in a flock of Blue-winged Teal 7 miles southwest of Cunduacan 
on 4 December 1961. In a waterfowl survey made by airplane in January 1952, 
Leopold (1959: 138) counted 100 Green-winged Teal in the marshes and lagoons 
between Coatzacoalcos, Veracruz, and Laguna Macoacan. The species is un­
doubtedly a regular, but uncommon, winter visitant to the State,
Anas acuta Linnaeus 
Pintail
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Friedmann et al. (1950: 41): Tabasco, Leopold (1959: 
138): Coatzacoalcos [Veracruz] to Laguna Macoacln, 20C, January 1952; 
marshes north and east of Villa Hermosa [Viilahermosa], 12,500, January 
1952.
On 1 March I960, D. K. Lay observed an individual of this species at 
Huastecas, 17 miles north of Teapa. On 18 November 1961, I saw a Pintail 
in the same area, but I have never seen this duck on any other occasion 
within Tabasco. On the other hand, in a waterfowl survey made by airplane 
in January 1952, Leopold (1959: 138) estimated the number of Pintails in 
the marshes north and east of Viilahermosa to be 12,500. These data might 
indicate that this species arrives late and leaves early. A cattleman of 
good repute informed me that ducks were much more numerous in the Tabascan 
marshes in years past than they sire today. This factor, along with the 
method of survey used by Leopold, may partially account for the discrepancy 
between his figures and my own.
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Anas strepera Linnaeus 
Gad wall
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Friedmann et al. (1950; 42): Tabasco. Check-list of 
North American Birds (1957: 73): Tabasco.
Both Friedmann et al. (1950: 42) and the Check-list of North American
Birds (1957: 73) include Tabasco within the wintering range of this species.
I have never seen the Gadwall in the State, nor do I know the basis for its
inclusion on the list of Tabascan birds.
* Mareca americana (Qnelin)
Baldpate
PUBLISHED RECORD. Leopold (1959: 138): marshes north and east of Villa 
Hermosa [Villahermo^'x], 300, January 1952.
The Baldpate is an uncommon winter visitant to the coast and inland
marshes of Tabasco. In a waterfowl survey by airplane in January 1952,
Leopold (1959: 138) counted 300 individuals of this species in the marshes
north and east of Viilahermosa. Ch 18 December 1961 at Sanchez Kagallanes,
L. C. Binford and I observed a flock of nine Baldpates flying eac+^ard
along the coast. I know of no other observations of this duck within the
State.
Spatula clypeata Linnaeus 
Common Shoveler 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Friedmann et al. (1950: 42): Tabasco.
Friedmann et al. (1950: 42) include Tabasco within the range of this 
species. I am not, however, aware of the basis for this inclusion, and I 
know of no other report of this bird from the State.
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Aythya affinis (Eyton)
Lesser Scaup
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Friedmann et al. (1950: 44): Tabasco. Leopold (1959: 
138): marshes north and east of Villa Hermosa [Viilahermosa], 600, January 
1952.
In a waterfowl survey made by airplane in January 1952, Leopold (1959: 
138) counted 600 Lesser Scaup in the marshes north and east of Villahenno- 
sa. On the other hand, I have seen this species on only two occasions. On 
4 December 1961, 7 miles southwest of Cunduacan, two individuals were ob­
served in a marsh with a flock of American Coots and Blue-winged Teal; and, 
on 8 December of the same year, I saw a Lesser Scaup 4 miles southwest of 
Ocuipan. The abundance of this winter visitant probably varies from year 
to year.
* Qxyura dominica (Linnaeus)
Masked Duck
L. R. Wolfe (in litt.) reported seeing in April 1961 near Viilahermosa 
several adults and one young (about half grown) in a pond near the road.
To my knowledge, this observation is the only record for the Masked Duck 
from Tabasco.
Qxyura .jamaicensis (Gmelin)
Ruddy Duck
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. S Huimanguillo: cf, 5 December 1961 (415-1) DB. 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Rovirosa (1887: 388): fi£o Macuspana.
On 5 December 1961, a single Ruddy Duck was observed and collected
from a marsh along the road 8 miles south of Huimanguillo. I have not
seen thi3 species on any other occasion within the State. The specimen
is a male in winter plumage, and it did not have enlarged testes.
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Delacour (1959: 227) states that 0. rubida.33 the form ascribed 
to Mexico, is not a recognizable race. The species is then monotypic un­
less 0. ferruginea is united with it, as has been done by that author.
Such action, I feel, is still open to question, and I consider the species 
to be monotypic.
Family CATHARTIDAE 
Sarcoramphus papa (Linnaeus)
King Vulture
PUBLISHED RECORD. Rovirosa (1887: 378): Hacienda Limon.
The King Vulture is an uncommon permanent resident within Tabasco.
It is essentially an inhabitant of the rain forest belt, but it wanders 
far and wide in its search for carrion and consequently may occasionally 
be seen anywhere within the State. Usually it is observed soaring high 
overhead, but rarely it may be seen with the other vultures feeding on road- 
killed carrion. L. R. Wolfe (in litt.) reported an individual near Villa- 
hermosa "eating a snake that had apparently been killed by a car.” I have 
personal records for the occurrence of this species from the vicinities of 
Cardenas, Chontalpa, Miramar, Viilahermosa, Balancan, and Tenosique.
Coragyps atratus (Bechstein)
HLack Vulture
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: d, 3 May 1959 (1617.4) DB, w.420. PUB­
LISHED RECORD. Rovirosa (1887: 379): Rio Macuspana.
Anas rubidus Wilson, Amer. Qrnith., 8, 1814: 128, pi. 71 (Delaware 
River, near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania).
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This vulture, one of the most numerous and obvious of Tabascan birds, 
is an abundant permanent resident throughout the State. Wherever there 
are people in Tabasco, there this species may also be found. Any Tabascan 
ccsnmunity can be detected at some distance by the dark haze that invariably 
hangs above it and, upon closer approach, resolves into a swirling cloud 
of Black Vultures. These birds are respected by the natives for the ser­
vice that they render in cleaning the city streets and trash yards. The 
specimen taken in May did not have enlarged gonads.
The Black Vulture has usually been considered to be monotypic. Wet- 
more (1962), however, has presented evidence for dividing the species into 
races. C. a. atratus,34 the large northern race, occurs in the United 
States and northern Mexico; and C. a. brasiliensis135 the small tropical 
race, extends its range south from Mexico into South America. Although 
Tabasco is within the range (as stated by Wetmore) of brasiliensis. the 
wing of my specimen is longer than the maximum measurement given for that 
race (Wetmore, 1962: 3). The wing length is within the lower limit of the 
range of measurements given for atratus. I have compared the Tabascan bird 
with specimens from the United States and San Luis Potosi, however, and it 
is smaller than any of these specimens. Nothing conclusive can be stated 
on the basis of one specimen, but evidence indicates that the range of 
atratus extends farther south than assumed, or perhaps Tabasco is within 
a zone of intergradation between the two forms. At any rate, my specimen 
is referable to atratus.
-^ Vultur atratus Bechstein, in John Latham’s Allg. Uebers. vSgel,
1, 1793: 655 (Florida).
35Cathartes brasiliensis Bonaparte, Consp. Gen. Avium., 1, 1850:
9 (South America).
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Cathartes borrovianus Cassin
Yellow-headed Vulture
SPECIMENS, LSUMZ.—  1 mi. S Miramar: <$, 16 May 1959 (795.0) DL; 9, 16 
May 1959 (954.6) DL. 18 mi. N Viilahermosa: 9, 22 April 1959 (923.6)
DB; 9, skeleton, 22 April 1959 (900.0) DB. 16 mi. S Viilahermosa: 9, 15 
May 1959 (916.0) DB. 18 mi. N Tsapa: tf, 1 March I960 (928.0) JW. 16 mi.
N Tsapa: 9, 17 April 1959 (862.6) DB.
The Yellow-headed Vulture is a common permanent resident of the open 
marshland of Thbasco, When in flight overhead, it is easily confused with 
the Turkey Vulture and hence probably often overlooked or assumed to be the 
latter species. Cathartes burrovianus increases in abundance as one ap­
proaches the coast; whereas, the opposite is true of the Turkey Vulture. 
Solitary Yellow-headed Vultures are seldom observed, but mixed flocks are 
often encountered along the Tabascan highways feeding on road-killed car­
rion or sitting on fence posts or trees along the way anticipating the 
next meal. Yellow-headed Vultures are very tame and will allow an approach 
to within a few feet. I have records for this species from near Huiman­
guillo, Frontera, Miramar, Viilahermosa, Teapa, Bniliano Zapata, and Ba- 
lancan. All the specimens collected from March through May had enlarged 
gonads.
Cathartes aura (Linnaeus)
Turkey Vulture
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 17 March I960 (1200.1) DL, w.511, 
t.250. PUBLISHED RECORD. Rovirosa (1887: 379): Rio Macuspana.
The Turkey Vulture is a very common permanent resident throughout the 
State, but it is somewhat replaced in the coastal marshland by the Yellow­
headed Vulture. Unlike the Black Vulture, this species does not inhabit the 
towns and villages, but it will join that species in feeding on road-killed 
carrion. The ovary of the specimen taken in March was greatly enlarged.
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The Central American form of this species is the nominate race C. a. 
aura,36 and Tabascan birds have been referred to this race. According to 
the measurements given by Friedmann (1950: 45), ®y specimen from Teapa is 
referable to the migratory western race C. a. teter.37 Both forms undoubt­
edly occur within the State,
Family ACCIPITRIDAE 
EL anus leucurus (Vieillot)
White-tailed Kite
SPECIMENS, LSUMZ.—  16 mi. S Viilahermosa: <St 12 March 1959 (322.2) DL.
15 mi. N Teapa: <?, skeleton, 29 April 1959 (325.4) DL. PUBLISHED RECORD. 
Friedmann et al. (1950: 43): Tabasco.
The White-tailed Kite is a common permanent resident of the open 
marshland of the State, but is occasionally found at the forest edge. The 
breeding population of this species is supplemented during the winter by 
visitants from farther north. In a drive through the Tabascan lowlands, 
a common sight is the White-tailed Kite hovering over a wet meadow. The 
species occurs everywhere throughout the State, except in the dry savanna 
and the dense forest. The University of Kansas has two specimens obtained 
by R. W, Dickerman at CantemS on 9 May 1955. The March male had enlarged 
testes. L.-R. Wolfe (in litt ♦) informs me that from 12 to 15 April 1961 
near Villahemosa, he observed twelve different nestings of this species 
ranging in stage of development from ”young nearly ready to leave the nest
36[Vulturj Aura Linnaeus, Syst, Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758 : 86 (in Amer­
ica calidiore (=Veracruz, Mexico])*
37cathartes aura teter Friedmann, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 46, 
1933: 188 (Riverside, California).
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to pairs that were carrying sticks and nest building.”
E. 1. aajusculus^S i s the subspecies in Tabasco,
Leptodon cayanensis (Latham)
Cayenne Kite
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  11 mi. N Balanc£n: <?, 8 May 1961 (605.5) DB. PUBLISHED 
RECORD. Brodkorb (1943 : 26): 15 km. N Reforma [La Reforma], 26 May 1939.
This kite is an uncommon to rare permanent resident of the State. Its 
habitat is given by Friedmann (1950 : 97) as "dense jungle near water." On 
8 May 1961, 11 miles north of Balanc&n, an individual of this species was 
seen in flight circling over the dry tropical evergreen woods of the area. 
Later the same day, while I was sitting on the bank of a stream that ran 
through the woods, a Cayenne Kite landed on a limb above me, and I collected 
it. On 7 November 1961, a hawk, almost certainly of this species, was ob­
served circling over a forest clearing 8 miles southeast of Tenosique. On 
14 December of the same year, an individual was seen 5 miles south of Campo 
Magallanes. Aside from the La Reforma record, I know of no other observa­
tions of this uncommon hawk in Tabasco. The male collected in May had en­
larged testes.
Brodkorb ( 1 9 4 3  : 26) contends that L. c. a a x i c a n u s 3 9  is a valid north­
ern race of this kite; however, most authorities today consider thi3 species 
to be monotypic.
^^ELanus leucurus majusculus Bangs and Penard, Proc. New England 
Zool. Club, 7, 1920: 46 (San Rafael, California.)
39odontriorchis palliatus mexicanug Swann, Syn. Accip., 2, 1922:
159 (Tampico, Tamaulipas, Mexico).
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Chondrohierax uncinatus (Temminck)
Hook-billed Kite
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 2, 28 March I960 (233.3) DL (collected 
by JW).
J. K* McDonald (in litt.) informs me that on 30 and 31 March 1959 
between Viilahermosa and Frontera, he saw two hawks that he thought to be 
Hook-billed Kites. On 28 March I960, J. E. Woods collected the specimen 
cited above at Teapa at the edge of the rain forest. On 4 December 1961,
6 miles north of Cardenas, a gray-phase male was observed in a tree next 
to the road. There are no other observations of this species within Ta­
basco. The female collected in March had an enlarged ovary. The Hook­
billed Kite is undoubtedly a permanent, although rare, resident within the 
State.
The Tabascan specimen is a female in the brown phase and hence of no 
value in racial determination. The birds occurring in Tabasco, however, 
are probably referable to C. u. aquilonis. ^
Harpagus bidentatus (Latham)
Double-toothed Kite 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: 2, 22 March 1961 (203.8) DB.
There is only one record for this kite from Thbasco. On 22 March 
1961, I collected an immature female 10 miles south of Chontalpa. This 
bird, as well as those I have seen elsewhere, was very tame and easily 
approached. The Double-toothed Kite is an inhabitant of tall rain forest 
and is rarely seen in Mexico. The collected specimen did not have
^Chondrohierax uncinatus aquilonis Friedmann, Joum. Washington 
Acad. Sci., 24, 1934 : 314 (Tamaulipas, Mexico).
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enlarged ovaries.
The race occurring north of Panama is H. b, fa3ciatus
Ictinia misisippiensis (Wilson)
Mississippi Kite
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  8.7 ni. N Teapa: d, 11 April 1959 (295.2) DL.
The Mississippi Kite is a migrant through Tabasco that has been recorded 
only in the period of 11 to 18 April. When this species is seen, it is us­
ually observed in flocks of five to twenty birds. On 11 April 1959, a flock 
of seventeen individuals was noted north of Teapa. On 13 April 1961, five 
individuals were observed north of Teapa, and again on 18 April at the same 
locality, ten birds were seen in flight over the area. I saw a single bird 
near Cirdenas on 14 April 1961. The collected specimen had enlarged testes.
Ictinia plumbea (Gudin)
Plumbeous Kite
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  3 mi. N Teapa: 9, 30 March 1959 (274.2) DB. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 27): La Palma, four, 31 May-6 June 1939J Tenosique, 
14 Jane 1939.
In Tabasco the Plumbeous Kite is an uncommon inhabitant of the forest 
border and semiopen country, where it is usually seen perched at the top 
of a high snag. Friedmann et al. (1950: 50) 3tate that thi3 species is 
"apparently only a summer resident" in Mexico. My records for Tabasco con­
form to this statement, for I have never seen this kite during the winter 
months. The earliest date that I have for its occurrence within the State
^ •Harpagus fasciatus Lawrence, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia, 
1868: 429 (Guatemala)"^
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is 11 March. In addition to the localities already mentioned, I have re­
corded this species from the vicinities of Chontalpa and Tapijulapa. The 
University of Kansas has a specimen that was collected by R. W. Dickerman 
at Macuspana on 3 May 1955* The specimen taken in March had an enlarged 
ovary,
Rostrhamus sociabilis (Vieillot)
Snail Kite
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  5 mi. S Miramar: 9, 22 April 1959 (460.5) DB. 8 mi.
N Viilahermosa: d, 18 April 1959 (424.7) DB. 20 mi. NW Teapa: d, 31 March 
1959 (338.4) DL. 17 mi. N Teapa: 9, 13 April 1959 (395.6) DB.
The Snail Kite is a very common permanent resident of fresh-water 
marshes throughout the State. Thi3 species is particularly abundant along 
Highway 180 from La Venta to Viilahermosa and thence to Frontera. It ap­
pears to increase in abundance as one approaches the coast. Near Viilaher­
mosa at sundown on 13 April 1961, L. R. Wolfe (in. litt.) reported "at 
least 200 birds flying in to what apparently was a community roosting area." 
This kite feeds upon fresh-water snails, and a favorite perch of this bird 
is easily detected by the number of snail shells scattered about its base.
In distribution within Tabasco, the Snail Kite is found throughout the low­
land marshy areas, and I have seen it up the Rio Usumacinta as far as fini- 
liano Zapata. Hie University of Kansas has four specimens that were obtained 
by R. W. Dickerman from Cantem6, Viilahermosa, and Macuspana during the 
month of May 1955. Hie LSUMZ collected specimens were in breeding condition. 
Wolfe (in litt.) reports that he located a nesting colony of this species 
about 25 mi lea east of Viilahermosa. In one leafless tree he located at 
least fifteen nests. "All nests examined contained from one to three young, 
from perhaps a week old to nearly ready to leave nest."
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
101
Tabascan birds are referable to R. s. major.^
* Accipiter cooperii (Bonaparte)
Cooper*s Hawk
J. K. McDonald (in litt.) observed this species at Teapa on 8, 11, 
and 13 March 1959* He was able on one occasion to study an immature in­
dividual for a sufficient period of time to make a sketch of the bird.
These observations are the only records for this species from Tabasco.
It is probably, however, a regular, although rare, winter visitant to the 
Statei
* Accipiter striatus Vieillot 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
On 13 March 1959 at Teapa, J. K. McDonald (in litt.) observed an adult
Sharp-shinned Hawk. He studied this bird for some length of time and made
a sketch of it. There is no other record for the occurrence of this spe­
cies in Tabasco, but it is probably a rare winter visitant to the State.
Buteo albicaudatus Vieillot 
White-tailed Hawk
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  18 mi. NE Teapa: 2, 9 April 1959 (1012.2) DB. 17 mi.
NE Teapa: 6, 8 May 1959 (904.6) DL.
The White-tailed Hawk is an inhabitant of open grassland and savanna,
sparsely dotted with a few tall trees. Although I know of no nesting records
^Ro3trhamu3 sociabilis major Nelson and Goldman, Proc. 3iol. Soc.
Washington, 46, 1933: 193 (Catamaco, Veracruz, Mexico).
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for this 3pecies from Thbasco, it is assumedly a permanent resident. I 
have recorded this hawk from but two localities: in the wet open grassland
near Huastecas, 17 miles north of Teapaj and in the open savanna 5 miles 
northeast of Francisco Rueda. Three birds were seen near Huastecas on 3,
4, and 9 April 1959 and one bird on 8 May of the same year. In March I960 
J. P. Gee (in litt.) reported a pair of White-tailed Hawks from the same 
locality. One individual was observed near Francisco Rueda on 8 December 
1961. The two Tabascan specimens had enlarged gonads.
The race of this species occurring in North America is B. a. hypospo- 
diua.^
* Buteo swainsoni Bonaparte 
Swainson's Hawk
Flocks of Swainson's Hawks in migration are seen occasionally in Th- 
basco. Cn 5 April 1959 at Teapa, J. K. McDonald and I observed a large 
flock of this species in flight high overhead. McDonald (in litt.) reported 
seeing this hawk also on 15 April of the same year at the same locality.
On 28 March I960, 7 miles west of Teapa, J. P. Gee (in litt.) observed a 
mixed flock of Swainson’s and Broad-winged Hawks. About midmorning he "saw 
a large swirling flight of buteos containing many well-marked individuals 
of each species, though Broad-wings were more numerous," He estimated the 
number of hawks within the flock to be at least seventy-five. These obser­
vations are the only records for this hawk from Tabasco, but it is probably 
a regular migrant through the State.
^ Buteo hypospodius Gurney, Ibis, 1876 : 73, pi. 3 (Medellin, Colombia).
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* Buteo platypteras (Vieillot)
Broad-winged Hawk
The Broad-winged Hawk is a highly migratory species that is occasionally 
observed in flocks within the State. Cta 28 Harch I960, 7 miles west of 
Teapa, J. P. Gee (in litt.) observed a mixed flock of Swainson's and Broad­
winged Hawks. About midmorning he "saw a large swirling flight of buteos 
containing many well-marked individuals of each species, though Broad-wings 
were more numerous. Some Broad-wings were in the woods, too." He estimated 
the flock to contain at least seventy-five individuals. On 17 April 1961,
12 miles south of Viilahermosa, E. T. Armstrong and L. L. Wolf observed a 
flock of twenty Broad-winged Hawks in circling flight high overhead. These 
observations are the only records for the occurrence of this species within 
Tabasco.
Buteo magnirostris (Gnelin)
Roadside Hawk
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  3 mi. SE Teapa: cf, 2 March 1959 (no wt.) BL. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1940b: 2) Balancan. two; La Reforma; Boca del Cerro; Teno- 
sique; La Ribera. Brodkorb (1943: 28): Balancan, two, 14 May 1939; Reforma 
[La Reforma], 22 May 1939; Tenosique, 29 June 1939; La Ribera, 1 July 1939; 
Boca del Cerro, 4 July 1939. Friedmann (1950: 342): Frontera; Montecristo 
[Bniliano Zapata]. Hellmayr and Conover (1949: 120): Teapa. Salvin and God- 
man (1900: 77): Teapa.
The Roadside Hawk, the most numerous of Tabascan birds of prey, is an 
abundant permanent resident throughout the State. In habitat it prefers 
semiopen country and forest edges and is often seen along the roadways, as 
its name implies, sitting on fence posts and utility poles. This species 
may, however, be observed in a wide variety of habitats, from cocoanut groves 
and mangrove swamps along the coast to the dry savanna and wet rain forest.
I doubt, in fact, the existence of a locality in Thbasco where this abundant
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little hawk could not be observed regularly. Die characteristic call of 
this species is often of value in identifying birds in the indistinct im­
mature plumage. Die specimen collected in March had enlarged testes. L. R. 
Wolfe (in litt.) observed eight different nests of the Roadside Hawk in the 
vicinity of Viilahermosa from 12 to 15 April 1961. One nest had two nearly 
fresh eggs and the others contained young in stages of development varying 
from recently hatched to one-third grown.
Die specimen taken at Teapa is typical of B. m. griseocauda.44 which 
occurs through eastern Mexico south to Tabasco. Hellmayr and Conover (1949: 
120) state that Teapa birds "are exactly like topotypical Oaxaca specimens." 
Friedmann (1950: 342) allocates specimens from Frontera and Bniliano Zapata 
to the small, gray Yucatan race B. m. c o n s p e c t u s .45 Paynter (1955: 60), 
however, states that typical conspectus "has a relatively limited range in 
the drier northern portion of Yucatan," and Brodkorb (1943? 2?) assigns all 
Tabascan birds to griseocauda. Diere is probably a tendency toward the 
characters of conspectus in the eastern Tabascan birds, but it is probably 
better to consider the entire Tabascan population to be griseocauda.
Buteo brachyurus Vieillot 
Short-tailed Hawk
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  3 mi. E Ocuapan: tf, 11 December 1961 (391.3) DB.
From 24 October to 19 December 1961, the Short-tailed Hawk was found 
throughout the open marshland and savanna of Tabasco, Whether this species
^Rupornis magnlrostris var. griseocauda Ridgway, Proc. Boston Soc. 
Nat. Hist., 16, 1873: 87 (Mexico).
^ Rupornis magnlrostris conspecta Peters, Auk, 30, 1913: 370 (San 
Ignacio, YueatAn,Mexico).
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is rare during the spring months or whether I had merely overlooked it 
before, I do not know. Both color phases of this hawk were seen, but the 
light phase was predominant. Usually the birds were observed singly or in 
pairs soaring at medium height, but inevitably beyond shotgun range, The 
only perched bird that I saw was the specimen that I collected on 11 Decem­
ber 1961, I have the following records for this species from the State: 
one bird 10 miles north of Viilahermosa on 24 October; one bird at Cardenas 
on 25 October; one bird 11 miles north of Teapa on 26 October; two birds 
(both phases) 4 miles southeast of Tenosique on lo November; one bird 2 miles 
southwest of Cunduacan and one bird 9 miles north of Cardenas on 4 December; 
one bird 10 miles northeast of Francisco Rueda on 3 December; one bird 3 
miles east of Ocuapan on 11 December; one bird 5 miles north of Campo iia- 
gallanes on 12 December; and one bird 7 miles west of Cardenas on 19 Decem­
ber 1961, The collected specimen was not in full adult dress and did not 
have enlarged testes,
Rand (I960: 451) has recently made a study of this species and has
' Areferred North and Central American birds to 3. b. fuliginosus.
3uteo nitidus (Latham)
Gray Hawk
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ,—  11 mi. N Balancan: cf, 4 May 1961 (361.6) DB. PUBLISHED 
RECORD. Brodkorb (1943 : 28): 13 May 1939.
This species is an uncommon permanent resident of the open savanna and 
forest edges. It prefers the drier portions of the State and was found to 
be more common in the dry savanna near Balancan than elsewhere. The Gray 
Hawk is usually seen perched on an exposed stump or post and is quite tame
^ Buteo fuliginosus Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 26, 1358: 356 
(Tamaulipas, Mexico).
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and easy to approach. In addition to Balancan, I have recorded this spe­
cies from Campo Magallanes (one bird on 11 February 1961), Tenosique, and 
Chotal. The male taken in May had only slightly enlarged testes.
On "examining a very satisfactory series of nearly eighty specimens," 
Hellmayr and Conover (1919: 159) failed tc see any justification in recog­
nizing more than one form cf this species north of Costa Rica and referred 
all birds of that area to 3. n. plagiatus.‘+7 I follov; the opinion of these 
authors .and thus refer Tabascan birds to that race.
Leucooternis albicollis (Latham)
White Hawk
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Cnontalpa: d, 23 March 19ol (697.2) EA. PUB­
LISHED RECORDS. Rovirosa (135?: 3?6): Rio Macuspana. Weber (1915: 196):
La Venta.
The White Hawk is a common to uncommon permanent resident of the rain 
forest belt. I have recorded it only from the Chontalpa, Teapa, and Teno- 
si que regions. White Hawks are usually seen soaring over the rain forest 
or perched at the top of the tallest tree in the woods. Occasionally, how­
ever, an individual is encountered in the dense forest at close range. On 
5 November 1961, 8 mi. southeast of Tenosique, a White Hawk responded to my 
"squeaking" and came very close, exhibiting little fear. The specimen ta­
ken near Chontalpa in March had enlarged testes.
Thbascan birds are referable to L. a. g h i e s b r e g h t i . ^
^ Asturina plagiata Schlegel, Hus. Pays-Bas, 2, 1362: 1 (Veracruz, 
Veracruz, Mexico).
^Buteo ghiesbreghti Du Bus, Esq. Crnith., 1, 1815: pi. 1 (Hacienda 
Mirador. several leagues from Veracruz, Mexico).
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Hypomorphmts urubitinga (Gnelin)
Great Slack Hawk
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  18 mi. N, 4 mi. E Teapa: <?, 25 March I960 (991.5) DL. 
1 mi. S mouth Rio San Pedro y San Pablo: cf, 6 March 1961 (934.9) EA. Pato, 
9 mi. K Balancan: d, 15 May 1961 (no wt.) DB.
The Great Black Hawk is an uncommon permanent resident within Tabasco, 
but it has been observed ir< a variety of habitats. D. K. Lay collected a 
specimen on 25 March I960 from a patch of forest north of Teapa, E. T. 
Armstrong obtained a specimen on 6 March 1961 from a mangrove swamp at the 
mouth of the Rio San Pedro y San Pablo, and I collected a specimen on 15 
May 1961 from a dry patch of oak north of Balancan. The first observation 
of the Great Black Hawk within the State was made by J. K. McDonald (in 
litt.), who noted an individual between Viilahermosa and Frontera on 31 
March 1959. On 24 October 1961 in the 3ame area, I saw two pairs of Great 
Black Hawks soaring high over the marshland. On 28 April 1961, an indivi­
dual was observed sitting on the bank of the Rio Usumacinta near Qniliano 
Zapata. An individual of this species was also seen in the rain forest 8 
miles southeast of Tenosique on 15 November 1961. The specimen collected 
on 25 March had larger testes than the other two males, but the Kay bird 
also had enlarged gonads. The specimen collected on 6 March had only 
slightly enlarged testes.
Tabascan birds are referable to H. u, ridgwayi.^9
Buteogallus anthracinus (Deppe)
Common Black Hawk
^ Urubitlnga ridgwayi Gurney, List Diurn. Birds Prey, 1884: 143 
(Guatemala!^
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PUBLISHED RECORDS; Du Bus (1847: 102): Tabasco. Weber (1945: 196):
La Venta.
This species is a common permanent resident of the coastal and fresh­
water marshland, but it is occasionally observed in the interior at the
forest margin. The Common Black Hawk is most abundant in the coastal man­
grove areas, for example, Rfo San Pedro y San Pablo and Sanchez Magallanes.
On 4 March 1961, an individual was seen sitting on the beach at Miramar.
There are observations of this hawk from the vicinities of the following 
localities within the State: La Venta; San Magallanes; Campo Magallanes; 
Chontalpa; Miramar; Viilahermosa; Teapa; Tapijulapa; Rfo San Pedro y San 
Pablo; Ciudad Pemex; and Balancan. On 5 March 1961, I collected a female 
of this species in breeding condition on the Campeche bank of the Rfo San 
Pedro y San Pablo.
Tabascan birds represent the nominate race B. a. anthraclnus.—
Bu3arellus nigricollis (Latham)
Black-collared Hawk
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  5 mi. S Miramar: 9, 22 April 1959 (1111.4) DL. PUB- 
LISH3) RECORD. Brodkorb (1943: 28): La Palma, 1 June 1939.
This species is an unconmon permanent resident of the marshland of 
Tabasco, where it is usually observed sitting on a fence post or other 
prominent perch over or near a large body of water. I have on occasion 
seen this species soaring over dry, open country near Balancan, but there 
were marshes in the nearby vicinity. Black-collared Hawks are very tame 
and easily approached. There are records for this hawk from near La Venta,
50paico anthracinus Deppe, Preis-Verz. Saug. VOg., Mexico, 1830:
3 (Mexico).
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Campo Magallanes, Miramar, Viilahermosa, Balancan, and La Palma. The 
female taken in April was in breeding condition.
The nominate form B. n. nigricollis^ occurs in Tabasco.
Harpia harpy.la (Linnaeus)
Harpy Eagle
PUBLISHED RECORDS, Friedmann et al. (1950: 60): Tabasco. Rovirosa (1887:
376): Cerro del Tortuguero, one specimen, 1877> Frontera, one specimen, 
1885; near San Juan Bautista [Viilahermosa], one specimen, 1886.
■Sie only known records for the occurrence of this species in Tabasco 
are those of Rovirosa. It is very doubtful that the Harpy Eagle could 
be found near Frontera or Viilahermosa today; and, if it does still occur 
within the State, it would probably be found only in the remotest areas 
southeast of Tfenosique. This species is an inhabitant of dense, undis­
turbed forested areas,
Spizastur melanoleucus (Vieillot)
Black and White Eagle-hawk 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SE Tenosique: 5, 14 November 1961 (811.1) DB.
Cn 14 November 1961 in the rain forest 8 miles southeast of Tenosique, 
I saw and collected the only Black and White Eagle-hawk recorded from the 
State. It was first observed soaring over the rain forest, occasionally 
uttering its call— a loud whistled cre-e-e-e, very similar to that of Spi- 
zaetus tyrannus. The bird responded to my imitation of the call and landed 
in the top of a tall tree. It called continuously for at least 20 minutes
5^-Falco nigricollis Latham, Ind. Ornith., 1, 1790: 35 (Cayenne 
[^French Guiana])«
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before I was able to collect it. This specimen was a female and did not 
have enlarged gonads. The Black and White Eagle-hawk is probably a per­
manent resident in the remoter rain forest areas of the eastern section of 
the State.
* Spizaetus ornatus (Daudin)
Ornate Eagle-hawk 
The Ornate Eagle-hawk is a rare permanent resident of undisturbed 
rain forest and tall dry tropical evergreen woods. There are but three 
observations of this species from the State. On 5 May 1961, 11 miles north 
of Balancan, E. T. Armstrong observed an individual approximately 40 feet 
above the ground in the top of a tall tree. On 9 November 1961, L. C. Bin- 
ford and I saw an Ornate Eagle-hawk soaring over a clearing in the rain 
forest at Santa Rosa, 10 miles southeast of Tenosique. On 11 November of 
the same year at Chotal, Binford and I observed another bird, also soar­
ing above the rain forest.
* Spizaetus tyrannus (Wied)
Black Eagle-hawk
The Black Eagle-hawk is a rare permanent resident of tall, undisturbed 
rain forest, but it evidently wanders some distance in its hunting. On 9 
November 1961 at Santa Rosa and on 11 November 1961 at Chotal, L. C. Bin­
ford and I observed individuals of this species soaring over the rain for­
est and nearby clearings. Both of these birds were seen together in the 
air with Spizaetus ornatus. While in flight they incessantly uttered a 
high-pitched, grating, whistled cre-e-e-e. This species will answer an 
imitation of its call and sometimes even approach the imitator. On 10
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November 1961, L. C. Binford saw an individual in the top of a tall tree 
in the rain forest 8 miles southeast of Tenosique. On 15 December of the 
same year, I saw a Black Eagle-hawk soaring over the open marshland 6 miles 
southwest of Sanchez Magallanes. There are no other observations of this 
species within Tabasco,
* Circus cyaneus (Linnaeus)
Marsh Hawk
The Marsh Hawk, although uncollected, is a common winter visitant to 
the open marshland and open savanna of Tabasco. There is but one observa­
tion of this bird during the spring months, an individual seen on 15 April 
1961, 15 miles south of Viilahermosa. In addition, I have observations of 
this species ranging in dates from 24 October to 19 December, all during 
the year 1961. I have observed the Marsh Hawk from the vicinities of San­
chez Magallanes, Carapo Magallanes, Cardenas, Huimanguillo, Ocuapan, Miramar, 
and Viilahermosa.
* Geranospiza nigra (Du Bus)
Blackish Crane Hawk 
On 11 May 19ol, 11 miles north of Balancan, I saw an individual of 
this species flying in a direct line low over the open savanna near the 
edge of a large area of dry tropical evergreen woods. The bright orange 
legs of the bird were very distinctive although it was not close enough 
to shoot. This observation is the only record from Tabasco.
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Family PANDIONIDAE 
Pamdion haliaetus (Linnaeus)
Osprey
PUBLISHED RECORD. Rovirosa (1887: 377): Rio Macuspana*
The Osprey is an uncommon inhabitant of the coastal lagoons and the 
larger river systems of the State. During the rainy season it may also 
be found in the interior along the flooded marshes. Ihe status of this 
species within the State is not known, but probably the majority of the 
birds are migrants and winter visitants. There are, however, undoubtedly 
a few breeding pairs scattered throughout the State. I have records for 
the occurrence of the Osprey from the vicinities of Sanchez Magallanes, 
Frontera, Miramar, Viilahermosa, Teapa, Rio San Pedro y San Pablo, and 
Jonuta.
Friedmann et al. (1950: 62) assign the Tabascan birds to P. h. caroli-
nensis.52
Family FALCONIDAE 
Herpetotheres cachinnans (Linnaeus)
Laughing Falcon
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  15 mi. N Teapa: <f, 16 April 1959 (496.7) DL. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 29): Tenosique, three, 15-28 June 1939* 3rodkorb 
(1948: 408): Tenosique. Friedmann (1950: 554): Santa Ana [Sanchez Magal­
lanes]; Frontera, Hellmayr and Conover (1949: 241): Teapa. Rovirosa (1887:
377): Rio Macuspana. Salvin and Godman (1901: 112): Teapa. Weber (1945: 
196): La Venta.
The Laughing Falcon is a common permanent resident throughout the State
^ [ Falco] Carolinen3is Gmelin, Sy3t. Nat., 1, pt. 1, 1788: 263 
(Carolina).
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and is one of the more easily observed of the Tabascan hawks. It is typi­
cally seen sitting at the top of a bare snag in a forest clearing or in the 
open marshland or dry savanna. From these perches it utters its weird 
laughing call (most frequently toward dusk), a sound that may be heard for 
great distances. Within Tabasco this species is found nearly everywhere, 
from the seacoast to the rain forests of the f oothills. It avoids, how­
ever, the dense forest. The April male collected by D. X. Lay had slightly 
enlarged testes.
Recently, individual variation has been found to exceed that attribut­
able to geographical factors, and the Mexican race H. o, chapmarri-53 is no 
longer considered to be valid by most authorities. Central American and 
Mexican birds are hence referred to the nominate race H. £. cachinnans. ^
Micrastur semitorquatus (Vieillot)
Collared Forest Falcon 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  11 mi. N Balancan: 9, 5 May 1961 (660.2) DB.
£iis large falcon is an inhabitant of dense rain forest and dry tropi­
cal evergreen woods. Although there are but a few records for it occurrence 
within the State, this species is undoubtedly a permanent resident. The 
Collared Forest Falcon is usually encountered in dense forest, and because 
of its habitat it is not easily observed; therefore it is perhaps more com­
mon than records indicate. This species will respond readily to a "squeak" 
or an imitation of its call. I have rarely seen this falcon without
^ Herpetotheres cachinnans chapmani Bangs and Penard, Bull. Mus, 
Comp. ZoKL., 62, 1918: 37 (Santa! Lucfa, Sio Hondo, Quintana Roo, Mexico),
^ [ Falco] cachinnans Linnaeus, SQrst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 90 (in 
America meridional! QSorinam]).
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applying this method. On 6 November 1961, 8 miles southeast of Tenosique, 
an individual came in response to my "squeaking" and landed on a limb approx­
imately 15 feet above my head. The bird exhibited no fear whatever and wa3 
still sitting on its branch when I left. Collared Forest Falcons were also 
seen on 5 and 14 November at that same locality. On 17 April 1961, L. C. 
Binford observed the species at Teapa. This bird came in response to an 
imitation of its call, which Binford describes as a loud, half-human, des­
cending “ahow," often repeated three or four times. Occasionally the call 
is initiated by a series of notes increasing in loudness and pitch: "ah-ah- 
ah-ah-ah-ah-ahow.B The ovaries or the female collected in May near Balan- 
can were not enlarged.
The race M. s, naso^S occurs in Tabasco.
Polyborus cheriway (Jacquin)
Crested Caracara
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  16 mi. N Villahermosa: 9, 22 April 1959 (999.4) DB.
Although previously unreported from Tabasco, the Crested Caracara is 
a common permanent resident of the open marshland and savanna. This spe­
cies becomes more numerous as one approaches the coast. On 3 March 1961 
in the open meadows and fields just south of Miramar, more than 100 indi­
viduals were seen. Crested Caracaras are frequently observed with the vul­
tures feeding on carrion along the highways. The localities of record are 
the vicinities of Sanchez hagailanes, Cirdenas, Frontera, Miramar, Villa­
hermosa, Teapa, Jonuta, Bniliano Zapata, and Balancan. The ovary of the
55camifex naso Lesson, Echo du Monde Savant, 6, sec. 2, 1842: 
col, 1085 (Realejo, Nicaragua).
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April specimen was slightly enlarged.
Tabasco is included in the range of P. c. audubonii.^
* Falco peregrinus Tunstall 
Peregrine Falcon
C*i 8 December 1961 at Huimanguillo, a large falcon, almost certainly 
of this species, was seen flying around the village at dusk. It wa3 prob­
ably attracted by the large flock of Aratinga astec that roosted in the 
town. On 18 December of the same year, a Peregrine Falcon was observed 
at Sanchez Magallanes. It dived at a large flock of shore birds sitting 
on the beach and chased them for seme distance toward the sea, but was un­
able to capture any of them. These two observations are the only records 
for this species from Tabasco, but it is probably a regular, although rare, 
winter visitant to the State.
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. N Villahermosa: 9, 18 April 1959 (209.9) DB.
7 mi. W Teapa: tf, 27 February 1961 (150.0) EA. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Fried­
mann et al. (1950: 66): Tabasco. Weber (1945: 191): La Venta.
The Bat Falcon is a common permanent resident of forest clearings and 
semiopen country throughout the State. Typically, a single bird or a mated 
pair is observed at the top of an isolated dead tree at the edge of a wood­
land. Near my camp 8 miles southeast of Tenosique, a pair was seen almost 
every day at dusk flying over the rain forest and nearby clearings. In
Falco albigularis Daudin 
Bat Falcon
^ Polyborus A 
17, 1865: 2 (FloridaJ
udubonil Gassin, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia,
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manner of flight at dusk, this falcon is reminiscent of the animal upon 
which it is reputed to feed and for which it is named. The Bat Falcon has 
a very wide distribution within the State and has been recorded from near 
La Venta, C£rdenas, Oculpan, Chontalpa, Miramar, Villahennosa, Teapa, Jonu- 
ta, Balancln, and Tenosique. The February male had slightly enlarged tes­
tes, and the April female had an enlarged ovary,
F. a. albigularis^? is the race of this species occurring within 
Tabasco,
Falco femoralis Temminck 
Aplomado Falcon
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Pato, 9 mi. N BalancAn: <f, 14 Kay 1961 (22?.1) DB, w.
240, t,l64, c.17 (from cere),
Oa 31 March 1959, J. K. McDonald (in litt.) reported seeing this spe­
cies in the open marshland between Villahermosa and Frontera. Cn 14 May 
1961 in the open savanna 9 miles north of Balancan, I collected the spe­
cimen cited above. This bird was sitting on the stalk of a burned palmetto 
from which it would sally forth to capture a passing insect. On 26 October 
1961, 1 mile south of Villahermosa, an individual was observed on a fence 
post in a wet, grassy meadow. This individual was also catching insects 
in flight. These observations are the only records for the occurrence of 
thi3 species within Tabasco. The specimen collected near Balancan is not 
in full adult plumage, and the gonads were not enlarged.
The measurements of the Tabascan specimen fit into the range of those 
given by Friedmann (1950: 687) for the small southern race F, f. femoralis. ^
5?Falco albigularis Daudln, TraitS d'Ornith., 2, 1800: 131 (Cayenne 
[=French Guiana])'.
*^*Falco femoralis Temminck, Planches Col., 1, 1823: pis. 121, 343 
(Paraguay).
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This race has been taken in British Honduras, but has never been recorded 
from Mexico. The measurements of my specimen are much too short for the 
northern race F. f. septentrionalis.59 the form that would be expected in 
Tabasco. The bird was molting, however, and the measurements may not be 
entirely accurate. On the other hand, the difference between the measure­
ments of the Tabascan bird and minimum figures for septentrionalis is quite
significant, and I therefore refer the bird to femoralis.
Falco sparverius Linnaeus 
Sparrow Hawk
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. S Teapa: cf, 1 March 1959 (74.7) DL.
The Sparrow Hawk is a very common winter visitant throughout the open 
country and forest edges of Tabasco. A favorite perch of this species is 
a utility pole or wire from which it is able to do its hunting. During the 
winter months the bird is especially numerous along the various roadways 
within the State. Records for its occurrence within Tabasco extend from 
24 October to 22 April, and it has been observed in the vicinities of La 
Venta, Sanchez Magallanes, Cardenas, Oculpan, Frontera, Miramar, Villaher­
mosa, Tsapa, Tapijulapa, Rio San Pedro y San Pablo, and Tenosique. The
March specimen from Teapa had slightly enlarged testes.
Tabascan birds are referable to the nominate form F. s. sparverius.^Q
59Falco fusco-coerulescens septentrionalis Todd, Proc. Biol. Soc. 
Washington, 29, 1916: 98 (Fort Huachuca, Arizona).
Falco] sparverius Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 90 (in 
America [=South Carolina])•
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Family CRACIDAE 
Crax rubra Linnaeus 
Great Curassow
SPECIMEN, L3UMZ.—  1 mi. E Tfeapa: 9, 15 March 1959 (3203.0) DL. PUBLISHED 
RECORD. Rovirosa (1887 : 380): Rio Macuspana.
The Great Curassow or Faisan Real, as it is commonly called in Mexico, 
is an uncommon permanent resident of tall rain forest and dry tropical 
evergreen woods. It is extensively hunted and was probably at one time 
more numerous than it is today. Within Tabasco I have personally never 
seen this species in the wild state, but have heard evening calls that 
were attibuted to this bird by the local natives. I have, however, seen 
an adult male curassow in captivity within a native’3 yard south of Chon- 
talpa. D. M. Lay collected a female specimen on 15 March 1959 at Teapa, 
and J. P. Gee (in litt.) heard several curassows in March I960 at the same 
locality. On 9 May 196], 11 miles north of Balancan, a female was collected 
by Tomas Otero from the dry tropical evergreen woods of the area. The ovary
of the female collected by Lay measured 1 1/4 inches by 3/4 of an inch.
Tabascan birds are referable to the nominate race C. r. rabra,^
Penelope purpurascens Wagler 
Crested Guan
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 30): 15 ton. N Reforma [La Reforma], two, 
24 May 1939| La Palma, 5 June 1939; Tenosique, 11 June 1939. Bovirosa 
(1887: 380): Rio Macuspana.
This species, known locally as the Cojolite, is an uncommon permanent
^ [ Crax] rubra Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 157 (in Amer­
ica [^western Ecuador]).
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resident of tall rain forest and dry tropical evergreen woods. Except 
for the record by Rovirosa for S£o Macuspana, the Crested Guan has been 
recorded only from the eastern section of the State. Like the curassow, 
this species is a favorite food item and is extensively hunted. For this 
reason it is found commonly only in the more remote sections of the State. 
The Crested Guan is more arboreal than the curassow and hence more easily 
observed. It also forages on the forest floor, but when flushed it usually 
flies to the top of a tall tree. Cn 4 November 1961, 8 mile3 southeast of 
Tenosique, I observed three individuals sitting in the tops of the tallest 
trees in the rain forest, so high, in fact, that they were beyond shotgun 
range.
Tabasco falls within the range of P. £. purpurascens.^
Ortalis vetula (Wagler)
Common Chachalaca
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: tf, 4 May 1959 (431.6) DB, t.213; d?, 
chick, 16 May I960 (27.3) DL. 11 mi. N Balancan: 9, 6 May 1961 (no wt.)
EA, t.208. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1942b: 182) :^Mbntecristo [Emiliano 
Zapata]; La Palma; near Reforms [La Reforma]; Balancan, two; Tenosique. 
Brodkorb (1943: 31): Balancan, two, 16-17 May 1939; 15 tan. N Reforma [La 
Reforma], 25 May 1939; La Palma, 5 June 1939; Tenosique, 17 June 1939. 
Cgilvie-Grant (1893: 513): Teapa, two, February. Ridgway and Friedmann 
(1946: 34, 41): Montecristo [Bniliano Zapata]; Teapa. Rovirosa (1887: 380): 
Rio Macuspana. Salvin and Godman (1902: 280): Teapa. Weber (1945: 187):
La Venta.
The Common Chachalaca is a very ccmnon permanent resident of the rain 
forest and dry tropical evergreen woods, but may be found in the swampy 
lowlands wherever a section of woodland exists. It prefers the edges of
^Penelope purpurascens Wagler, Isis von (Seen, 1830: col. 1110 
(Mexico [probably Veracruz]).
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woods and nearby thickets to the dense interior of the forest. The Common 
Chachalaca is well-known to all the natives within its range from its early 
morning and evening calls. One individual is capable of creating a din 
such as one would expect only from a large flock of birds. Despite the 
racket these birds make, locating an individual or a group, even when they 
are calling, is not an easy task. This species is extensively hunted by 
the natives for food, but it appears to be able to hold its own. I have 
records from the vicinities of La Venta, Huimanguillo, Chontalpa, Frontera, 
Villahermosa, Teapa, Rio Macuspana, Macuspana, Balancan, and Tenosique.
The adult May specimens had enlarged gonads. Cn 16 May I960, D. M. Lay 
obtained a downy chick from the mouth of a Fer-de-iance (Bothrops atrox).
I assume that this bird is a young chachalaca because it possesses the two 
bare throat patches typical of the adult.
Ridgway and Friedmann (1946: 34) cite the range of 0. v. vetula^ as 
extending through Veracruz to eastern Tabasco (Qniliano Zapata) and British 
Honduras; whereas, 0. v. intermedia^ is resident in southern Quintana Roo 
and Peten. Hellmayr and Conover (1942: 171) extend the range of intermedia 
westward into southern Campeche, and Brodkorb (1942b: 182) refers to the 
birds from eastern Tabasco as intermedia. Later, Brodkorb (1943: 30) refers 
to the same birds as 0. v. jalapensis,^  a raCe that is considered to be 
a synonym of vetula by Ridgway and Friedmann (1946: 35)* There is obvious 
confusion concerning the status of some of the races of this species. Both
^3p[enelopej vetula Wagler, Isis von Cken, 23, 1830: col. 1112 
(Mexico).
^ Crtalis vetula intermedia Peters, Auk, 30, 1913: 371 (Camp Mengel, 
Rio Hondo, Quintana Roo, Mexico).
^ Qrtalis vetula jalapensis Miller and Griscom, Auk, 38, 1921: 46 
(Jalapa, Veracruz, Mexico).
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the Teapa and Balancan specimens fit the description and measurements of 
vetula. The tails of both birds are shorter than the minimum figures given 
by Ridgway and Friedmann (1946: 40) for intermedia. The Balancan bird may 
be slightly lighter in coloration, but not noticeably. With the specimens 
at my disposal, I can discern no difference between the "dull buffy brown" 
tail feather tips of vetula and the "grayish isabelline" ones of intermedia 
(Ridgway and Friedmann, 1946: 30). With the possible exception of a 
lighter abdomen, intermedia from British Honduras appears to be identical 
with typical vetula. Ridgway and Friedmann (1946: 40) and Friedmann et al. 
(1950: 70) state that intermedia is of doubtful status. Perhaps some of 
the variation is on an individual basis or caused by age factors. I pre­
fer to assign all Tabascan birds to the nominate race vetula. Ridgway and 
Friedmann (1946: 41) give Teapa as one locality for 0. v. plumbeiceps.66 
It seems highly unlikely that this Central American race has an isolated 
population in Teapa. In addition, my Teapa specimen is clearly referable 
to vetula.
[ Ortalis leucogastra^^ (Gould) ]
White-vented Chachalaca 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Beristain and Laurencio (1894: 220): Tabasco.
Beristain and Laurencic are undoubtedly in error in including Tabasco 
within the range of this bird. The White-vented Chachalaca occurs frcm 
southern Chiapas to Nicaragua and should not be included on the list of 
Tabascan birds.
^ Ortalida plumbeiceps Gray, List Spec. Birds 3ritish Mus., 5,
1867: 11 (Honduras [=CtaoaJ and Guatemala).
C n
'Ibis population is considered by some authors as a full species 
and by others as a race within the vetula group.
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Family PHASIANIDAE 
Colinus virginianus (Linnaeus)
Common Bobwhite
SPECIMENS, LSUMZ,—  5 nii. NE Francisco ftueda: <J, 10 December 1961 (144.5) 
DB, w.90, t.48. 2 mi, SW Ocuipan: 9, 9 December 1961 (118.4) DB, w.88,
t.44. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Rovirosa (1887: 380): Valle de BulujI; El Carmen.
In the open savanna between Huimanguillo and Francisco Rueda, this 
species is a common permanent resident, and coveys, consisting of five to 
twenty-five individuals, were frequently observed. It prefers open grass­
land near a patch of woods. On 1 April 1961 in a meadow at the edge of 
the rain forest 7 miles south of Chontalpa, I flushed a small flock of seven 
quail that were undoubtedly of this species. I have not observed Bobwhite 
in any region except western Tabasco. The specimens that were collected 
in December had slightly enlarged gonads.
Hellmayr and Conover (1942: 244), Ridgway and Friedmann (1946: 337), 
and Friedmann et al. (1950: 76) state that the race C. v. g o d m a n i . 6 8  occur­
ring in southern Veracruz, probably ranges into western Tabasco. No spe­
cimens of this species have previously been taken in that part of the State, 
and this race is the form one would expect from that area. The characteris­
tics and measurements of the two specimens that were collected near Fran­
cisco Rueda and Ocuapan, however, do not agree with those given for godmani, 
but rather more closely approach C. v, minort^ 9 the form that occurs in 
northeastern Chiapas in the vicinity of Palenque. These specimens are too 
small for godmani. and the male does not possess the black patch extending
Colinus godmani Nelson, Auk, 14, 1897: 45 (Jaltipan, Veracruz,
Mexico).
^ Colinus minor Nelson, Auk, 18, 1901: 47 (plains of Chiapas, near 
Palenque, Chiapas, Mexico).
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from the middle of the abdomen to the proximity of the vent. This bird 
does have a wide black pectoral band, but the dark coloration does not 
extend onto the abdomen. The race minor has been reported by Rovirosa 
from Valle de Buluji and El Carmen in the vicinity of Macuspana. There 
may be scattered populations of this species between Macuspana and west­
ern Tabasco, but there is little suitable habitat between the two areas.
[ Colinus leucopogon (Lesson) ]
White-faced Bobwhite 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Beristain and Laurencio (18%: 219): Tabasco.
Eeristain and Laurencio (1894: 219) include Tabasco within the range 
of this Central American species. Miller et al. (1957: 405) state that 
this inclusion was made "without any visible or even directly inferential 
foundation," and hence this record is considered to be an error,
Cdontophorus guttatus (Gould)
Spotted Wood Quail
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Ridgway and Friedmann (1946: 375): Tabasco. Friedmann 
et al. (1950: 78): Tabasco.
I have never encountered within Tabasco this inhabitant of the rain 
forest floor, although I have searched for it. It is, however, a very 
secretive bird and could easily be overlooked. I am not aware of the basis 
for including Tabasco within the range of this species.
[ Cyrtonyx ocellatus (Gould) ]
Ocellated Quail
PUBLISHED RECORD. Beristain and Laurencio (1894: 219): Tabasco.
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This record of the Ocellated Quail, a highland form, is probably in 
error, and this species should not be included on the li3t of Thbascan birds.
Family MELFAGRIDIDAE 
Agriocharis ocellata (Cuvier)
Ocellated Turkey
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 31): La Palma, 6 June 1939. Storer 
(196l: 5) '• La Palma, downy young*
In Thbasco the Ocellated Turkey is an inhabitant of dry tropical ever­
green forests and their edges and is especially fond of brushy cornfields 
near the forest. It is only known from the eastern section of the State, 
where the natives reported it as being numerous. I searched for the spe­
cies in May 1961 in excellent habitat near my camp 11 miles north of Balan­
can, but failed to find it, D. M. Lay informs me that, although he failed 
to see a live bird, he did find tracks of this turkey north of Balancan 
and that he saw a freshly skinned specimen in Balancan in the spring of 
1960.
Family ARAMUJAE 
Aramus guarauna (Linnaeus)
Limpkin
PUBLISHED RECORD. Brodkorb (1943: 32): La Palma, 4 June 1939.
The Limpkin is a locally conmon permanent resident of fresh-water 
marshes and the marshy edges of rivers and lagoons. It is rather secretive 
and is more often heard than seen. At my camp 8 miles southeast of Teno­
sique along the Laguna Coba, the weird call of the Limpkin was heard every
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evening and morning, but none of the birds were ever observed. I have re­
corded this bird from the vicinities of Sanchez Magallanes, Cardenas, Fron- 
tera, Villahermosa, Bniliano Zapata, and Tbnosique, The University of 
Kansas has six specimens collected by R. W, Dickerman from near Macuspana 
and Cantam6 in May 1955#
Mexican birds of this species are referred tc A. g. dolosus.70 Brod­
korb (1943: 32) states that birds "from Tabasco and Campeche are somewhat 
intermediate toward Aramus scclopaceus [guaraunaj pictus (Meyer) of Flor­
ida, since they have less white on the secondaries than typical dolosus.1 
He also claims that the measurements of the birds from Tabasco and Campeche 
are somewhat smaller and feels that "if these differences should prove con­
stant upon examination of more material, the Mexican birds should probably 
be named."
Family RALLIDAE 
[ Rallus limicola Vieillot ]
Virginia Rail
PUBLISHED RECORD. 3eristain and Laurencio (1894: 214): Tabasco.
Beristain and Laurencio include Tabasco within the range of this spe­
cies. There has never been any further indication that the Virginia Rail 
occurs in the State, and the record is probably in error. This species 
should not be included on the list of Tabascan birds until its occurrence
7*^ Aramus pictus dolosus Peters, Occ. Papers Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., 
5, 1925: 144 (Bolson, Costa Rica).
^ Tantalus pictus Meyer, Zool. Annalen, 1, 1794 : 287 (circa fluvium 
Sti. Jchannis. nac non circa Floridae et Georgiae lacus [=St. Johns River, 
Florida]).
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has been verified.
Aramides cajanea (Muller)
Gray-necked wood Hail
SPECIMENS. L S U M Z 7 mi. E Ciudad Pemex: 2, 3 April 1961 (420.4) DB. 
t.57. 4 mi. W EL Lim6n (Balancan municipio): 2, 26 April I960 (347*6)
DL, t.56. 2 mi. W EL Limon (Balancan municipio): 2, 26 April I960 (479*3)
JW. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 33): San Isidro, 10 June 1939; 
Tenosique, 17 June 1939; Boca del Cerro, 4 July 1939*
Hie Gray-necked Wood Rail is a locally common permanent resident of 
swamp forest and riverbanks. The bird is rather secretive in habits and 
is not often seen, but once the evening call of this species is learned,
its true abundance is better appreciated. I found it to be most abundant
in the Balancan region, where, although not often seen, it was heard al­
most every evening. On 2 May 1961 north of Balancan, an individual was 
flushed from a pool of water along the trail and flew into a palmetto, 
where it sat until I had passed. There are records for this species from 
the vicinities of Frontera, Ciudad Pemex, Balancan, EL Lim6n (Balancan 
municipio), Tenosique, San Isidro, and Boca del Cerro; but it has never 
been observed in the western sector of the State* Hie April females were 
in breeding condition. On the evening of 20 April 1961 near the juncture
of the Rios Grijalva and Usumacinta south of Frontera, I saw two adults
and a black downy chick sitting on the bank of the river#
Ridgway and Friedmann (1941: 116), Hellmayr and Conover (1942: 348), 
and Friedmann et al. (1950: 85) allocate Thbascan birds to A. c. mexicana.72
' Aranndes albiventris mexicanus Bang3, Amer. Nat., 41, 1907: 185 
(Buena Vista, Veracruz, Mexico),
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the race ranging from Tamaulipas to Ihbasco. The subspecies A. c. albi- 
ventris^ ranges from the Yucatan Peninsula to Guatemala. Although mexicana 
supposedly differs from albiventris in being darker throughout, in possess­
ing less white on the abdomen, and in having a shorter tail, I cannot dis­
tinguish the two races with any degree of certainty. The Tabascan specimens 
have as much white on the abdomen as the British Honduran albiventris, and 
indeed a Oaxacan specimen (Valle Nacional) has more white than any other 
specimen that I have seen. Less white, however, is evident in the San Luis 
Potosi birds. The Tabascan specimens have the shorter tail of mexicana; 
however, the San Luis Potos£ birds have the longer tail of albiventris (d, 
62; 2, 65). I can distinguish no difference in the shades of coloration 
of any of the birds. I believe that the characters of mexicana are not 
sufficiently stable or that the differences between the two are sufficiently 
great for recognition. If, on the other hand, it is to be recognized, I 
think the line of demarcation between it and albiventris has not been pro­
perly located. I, therefore, refer Tabascan birds to the race albiventris.
Aramides axillaris Lawrence
Bufous-necked Wood Rail
SPECIMEN* L3UMZ.—  3 mi* E Sanchez Magallanes: cf, 17 December 1961 (261.8) 
LB.
The specimen cited above was collected by L. C. Binford while it was 
climbing about the bases of the scrubby mangroves bordering the Laguna del 
Carmen. There is no other record for this species from Tabasco. The
^Aramides albiventris Lawrence, Proc. Acad, Nat. Sci. Philadelphia, 
19, 1867: 234 (British Honduras).
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specimen had not completely attained adult plumage, although the rufous 
feathers were beginning to appear. The testes of this bird were slightly 
enlarged.
Laterallus ruber (Sclater and Salvin)
Ruddy Crake
3P3CIK5N.3. LSUMZ,—  1 mi. E Teapa: <?, 11 March I960 (15.5) DL; <*, 21 
February l?6l (12.5) D3.
Although the status of the Ruddy Crake cannot be stated precisely, 
it is probably a permanent resident. It has been recorded from but two 
localities, Teapa and 8 miles southeast of Tenosique, but is probably much 
more widely distributed and more common than suspected. This bird inha­
bits meadows and fields of tall grass and is only observed when it is ac­
cidentally flushed. On 11 March I960 at Teapa, D. K. Lay obtained the 
first specimen for the 3tate, a bird captured in a mousetrap. On 21 
February 1961 in a grassy field at the same locality, I flushed two birds 
in quick succession. They flew but a short distance and then dropped into 
grass. Although I spent half an hour attempting to flush them again, they 
would not disclose their hiding place. Later that same day, a native 
brought me a Ruddy Crake, which I purchased. In a field 3 miles southeast 
of Tenosique, I flushed three individuals of this species on 2 November 
and one on 3 November 1961. The specimens taken in February and March were 
not in breeding condition.
I concur with Brodkorb (1913: 31), Paynter (1955: 90), and Russell 
(MS.) in considering this species to be monotypic. There appears tr> be 
more individual than geographic variation, a fact that is readily demon­
strated by comparing the Tabascan and British Honduran series.
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* Gallinula chloropus (Linnaeus)
Common Gallinule
I know of only two observations of this species within Tabasco. On 
1 March I960, D. M. Lay reported that he saw a Common Gallinule in the 
marshes at Huastecas, 17 miles north of Teapa. On 5 December 1961, L. C. 
Binford and I observed an individual in an open marsh 8 miles south of 
Huimanguillo. Before it could be collected, it swam into the reeds at the 
edge of the marsh and was not seen again.
Porphyrula martinica (Linnaeus)
Purple Gallinule
SPECIMEN. L3UMZ.—  17 mi. N Teapa: 2, 17 April 1959 (263.7) DB. PUBLISHED 
RECORD. Friedmann et al. (1950: 87): Tabasco.
The Purple Gallinule is an uncommon permanent resident of the open 
marshland of the State, especially that covered by floating vegetation.
Its numbers may be supplemented during the winter months by visitants from 
farther north. It has been recorded from the vicinities of Frontera, Vill­
ahermosa, Teapa, and Ciudad Pemex, but I have seen it in greatest numbers 
in the open marshes near the latter locality. The specimen collected in 
April had an enlarged ovary. Friedmann et al. include Tabasco within the 
range of this species on the basis of material in the Museo Nacional de 
Historia Natural in Mexico City.
Fulica americana Gnelin 
American Coot
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. SW Cunduacan: 2, 4 December 1961 (415.6) DB. 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Leopold (1959: 142): marshes north and east of Villa 
Hermosa (Villahermosa], January 1952.
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Locally, the American Coot is a common winter visitant to the open 
marshes of Tabasco, In a survey of wintering waterfowl made by airplane 
in January 1952, Leopold (1959: 142) estimated the population of this spe­
cies in the marshes north and east of Villahermosa to consist of 4,300 
individuals. By contrast, I have seen the American Coot on but two occa­
sions, On 14 February 1961 along Highway 180 south of Campo Magallanes,
I saw one bird in a small pond with a large number of jacanas. Later, on 
4 December 1961, a flock of forty-six coot3 was noted in an open marsh 7 
miles southwest of Cunduacan. The female taken in December did not have 
an enlarged ovary.
The North American race of this species occurring in Tabasco is F. a. 
americana.^
Family HELIORNITHIDAE 
Heliornis fulica (Boddaert)
Sun Grebe
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ♦—  18 mi. NE Teapa: 8, 30 March 1959 (111.1) DB. PUB­
LISHED ABCPADS. Brodkorb (1943: 36): La Palma, 4 June 1939. Weber 71945:
211):Rio Tonala.
The Sun Grebe is an unconsnon permanent resident of the small shaded 
streams and the banks of the larger rivers 'within the State. This species 
is rather secretive; and, as soon as it suspects the presence of an in­
truder, it will dive after the manner of a true grebe and swim for the reed- 
covered shore. In addition to the records already listed, I have observations
^ [ Fulica] americana Gtoelin. Syst. Nat., 1, pt, 2, 1789: 704 (in 
America septentrionali [=North America]).
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of the Sun Grebe from the following localities: Huastecas, 17 miles north
of Teapa, two birds on 31 March 1959; Rio Grijalva south of Frontera, two 
birds seen by D. M. Lay on 5 April I960; Rio Puyacatengo at Teapa, one 
bird seen by E. T, Armstrong on 1 March 1961; near the juncture of the 
Rios Grijalva and Usumacinta, two birds on 20 March 1961; and 25 miles 
north of Villahermosa, two birds on 23 December 1961. Hie University of 
Kansas has three specimens collected by R. W. Dickerman at Cantemo on 9 
May 1955. Hie male taken on 30 March had enlarged testes.
Family SURIPYGIDAE 
Eurypyga helias (Pallas)
Sun 3ittern
PUBLISHED RECORD. Friedmann et al. (1950: 88): Tabasco.
L. R. Wolfe (in litt.) informs me that Dr. Travis G. Meitzen, Joe 
Johnson, and he saw a Sun 3ittern nin typical 'spread-out1 position in 
grass at edge of a pond" southeast of Villahermosa in April 1961. Although 
I have searched for this species throughout the State and have visited hab­
itats of which I thought to be perfect for this bird, I have yet to see it 
in Ihbasco, I am not aware of the basis for the inclusion of Ihbasco with­
in the range of the Sun Bittern.by Friedmann et al. (1950: 88).
E. h. aajor?5 is the race that occurs from southern Mexico to north­
ern South America.
^E[urypyga] major Hartlaub, Syst. Verz. Mus. Bremen, Vogel, 1844: 
108 (Colombia)*
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Family JACANIDAE 
Jacana 3pinosa (Linnaeus)
American Jacana
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  17 mi. N Teapa: ?, 12 March 1959 (118.3) DL; 9, 12 
March 1959 (134.5) DB. 7 mi. E Ciudad Pemex: 9, 3 April 1961 (143.0) EA. 
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Bent (1929: 327): Santa Ana [Sanchez Magallanes]; San 
Juan Bautista [Villahermosa]j Teapa. Brodkorb (1943: 36): Balancan, two, 
19-20 May 1939; Boca del Cerro, two, 2 July 1939. Ridgway (1919: 12):
^eapa; San Juan Bautista [Villahermosa]. Salvin and Godman (1903 : 343): 
Teapa. Sharpe (1896: 88): Teapa, January.
Every Tabascan marsh or slowly moving stream covered with floating 
aquatic vegetation possesses its quota of this abundant permanent resident. 
Ihe American Jacana is one of the most numerous of all birds seen in a drive 
along Highway 180 from La Venta to Villahermosa or from Villahermosa to 
Frontera. The female collected in April had an enlarged ovary, but the 
gonad of the female taken in March was only slightly enlarged.
J. s. spinosa^ occurs from extreme southern Texas through Mexico to 
Panama.
Family HAEMATOPODIDAE 
* Haematopus palliatus Tenainck 
American Qystercatcher
On 12 December 1961, I sighted an individual of this species with a 
large flock of shore birds on a sandbar in the Laguna del Carmen at San­
chez Magallanes. M7 attempt to collect it failed. This observation is 
the only record for the American Qystercatcher from Tabasco.
?6[Fulica] spinosa Linnaeus, 3yst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 152 (in 
America austral! [=PanamaJ).
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Family CHARADRIIDAE
Squatarola squatarola (Linnaeus)
Black-bellied Plover
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  Sanchez Magallanes: 6, 12 December 1961 (180.9) DB,
4 mi. N Paraiso: <f, 7 April 1959 (204.1) DB. Miramar: 6, 7 May 1959 ( 211.0) 
DBj tf, 7 May 1959 (247.9) DB.
Although previously unreported from Tabasco, this species is a very 
common migrant and winter visitant along the coast. It is usually observed 
singly or in pairs scattered along the beach. Dates for its occurrence 
in the State extend from 24 October to 16 May, and it has been recorded 
from Sanchez Magallanes, Paraiso, Miramar, and Frontera. In Tabasco this 
species is usually seen in winter dress, but the specimens collected in 
May were in spring plumage and had slightly enlarged testes. The speci­
mens taken in April and December did not have enlarged gonads.
Pluvialis dominica (Muller)
Golden Plover
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  19 mi. N 7illahermosa: 2, 18 April 1959 (137.2) DB.
On 18 April 1959, 19 miles north of Villahermosa, I collected a Golden 
Plover from the edge of a shallow marsh, On 3 April 1961, E. T. Armstrong 
and I saw an individual of this species at the edge of a small pool of 
water 3 miles south of Jalapa. There are no other records for the Golden 
Plover from Tabasco. The April specimen was in winter dress, but had a 
a slightly enlarged ovary.
The Tabascan specimen is typical of P. d. dominca.^^
^^Charadrius Dominicus, MSller, Natursyst. Suppl., 1776: 116 (St. 
Domingo [=Hispaniola]17
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Charadrjus semipalmatus Bonaparte 
Semipalmated Plover 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Mirmar: 2, 22 April 1959 (36.6) DB.
The Semipalraated Plover is an uncommon to rare migrant and winter 
visitant along the Tabascan coast. It is usually encountered singly and 
the largest number seen in one day was three, on 22 April 1959 at Miramar.
I have records for this species from 24 October to 7 May and from two lo­
calities, Sanchez Magallanes and Miramar. The Tabascan specimen taken in 
April had a slightly enlarged ovary,
Charadrius alexandrinus Linnaeus 
Srowy Plover
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Miramar: 2, 24 October 1961 (36.2) DB.
On 24 October 1961 on the beach at Miramar, I collected the specimen 
cited above. Later on 16 and 18 December of the same year at Sanchez Maga­
llanes, I saw three and nine Snowy Plovers respectively. These are the 
only records for the occurrence of this species within Tabasco. The Tabas­
can specimen did not have an enlarged gonad.
The Miramar specimen is typical of C. a. n i v o s u s . 7 3  although Friedmann 
et al. (1950: 91) do not include the Gulf coast of Mexico within the range 
of that subspecies.
Charadrius collaris Vieillot 
Collared Plover
^Aegialitis nivosa Cassin, Rept. Pac. R. R. Survey, 9, 1858: 696 
(Presidio t=San Francisco, California]),
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SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Miramar: rf, 22 April 1959 (28.2) D3. PUBLISHED RECORD. 
Ridgway (1919: 141): Montecristo [Sniliano Zapata],
Although there are no nesting records for this species from the State, 
I assume it to be an uncommon permanent resident. The Collared Plover may 
be found, usually in small numbers, along the sandy beaches of the coast 
and larger rivers or on inland mud flats. I have recorded this species 
from the State during April, May, October, and December. The lack of re­
cords during other months does not mean that this bird was absent but ra­
ther that I was not present within its proper habitat at those times. Ihe
Collared Plover was conspicuously absent from an area of perfect habitat
at Sanchez Magallanes from 12 to 18 December, and this fact may indicate 
that it does not winter within the State in great numbers. This species 
has been recorded from the vicinities of Cunduacan, Miramar, Villahermosa, 
and Bniliano Zapata. The testes of the male collected at Miramar were 
slightly enlarged.
Charadrius vociferus Linnaeus 
Killdeer
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Rovirosa (1887: 382): Rio Macuspana. Salvin and Godman 
(l903: 356): Teapa. Sharpe (1896: 246): Teapa, February.
In general, distribution the Killdeer is an uncommon migrant and win­
ter visitant within Tabasco, but locally it is common at times. It has
been found in such varied habitats as the edges of marshes, grassy meadows, 
mud flats, or relatively dry savanna, but as yet there are no coastal re­
cords. Dates for the occurrence of this species within the State extend 
from 4 December to 11 March. It has been recorded from near Francisco 
Rueda, Cirdenas, Ocuapan, Cunduacan, Villahermosa, Teapa, and Rio Macuspana.
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The race occurring in Tabasco is C. v. y o c i f e r u s . 7 9
Charadrius wilsonia Ord 
Wilson’s Plover 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Miramar: 5, 7 May 1959 (52.3) DB.
The Wilson’s Plover has definitely been recorded from Tabasco on only 
two occasions: three birds at Miramar on 7 May 1959 and four birds at
Sanchez Magallanes on 18 December 1961. Its status is unknown, but it is 
probably an uncommon permanent resident along the entire Tabascan coast.
The specimen taken in May had a slightly enlarged ovary.
I refer the Tabascan bird to the nominate race C. w. wilsonia.^
Family SCOLCPACIDAE 
Rumenius phaeopus (Linnaeus)
Whimbrel
PUBLISHED RECORD: Rovirosa (1387: 384): Rio Macuspana.
The Whimbrel is an uncommon to rare migrant and winter visitant on 
the sand bars aid mud flats along the coast and coastal lagoons of the State. 
On 24 October 1961 on the beach at Miramar, I saw an individual of this 
species with a small group of Numenius americanus. Fran 12 to 18 December 
of the same year at Sanchez Magallanes, one to three Whlmbrels were noted 
each day on the low tide sand bars of the Laguna del Carmen. I have not
79[Charadrius] vociferus Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 150 
(in America 3eptentrionaili [«South Carolina]).
^Charadrius Wilsonia Ord, in Wilson, Amer. Qmith., 9, 1814: 77> 
pi. 73 (shore of Cape Island, Sew Jersey [=Cape May, New Jersey]).
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seen this species at any other time or locality within the State. The only 
previous record known to me was that of Rovirosa (1887: 384) from the Rio 
Macuspana.
The North American form is N. £. hudsonicus.^
Numenius americanus Bechstein
Long-billed Curlew
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  3 mi. W Miramar: 2, 9 March I960 (681.7) DL, w.280, 
t.107, c.173.
The bird cited above is the only specimen of this species from Tabasco. 
There are only three sight records of the Long-billed Curlew from the State 
to supplement Lay’s specimen: J. K. McDonald (in litt.) observed this spe­
cies at Miramar on 31 March 1959; I saw three birds on the beach at Miramar 
on 3 March 1961 and three birds again at the same location on 24 October 
1961. Since the Long-billed Curlew has been recorded only during the months 
of March and October, it appears to be principally a rare migrant in Tabas­
co. It may possibly, however, winter in small numbers within the State.
The specimen collected by Lay had an enlarged ovary.
Cn the basis of measurements (Ridgway, 1919: 391) the Tabascan speci­
men is typical of N. a. americanus. ^
Totanus flavipes (Gnelin)
Lesser Yellowlegs
81|famenius hudsonicus Latham, Ind. Omith., 2, 1790 : 712 (in sinu 
Hudsonis [^Hudson Bay)).
(JO
Numenius americanus Bechstein, in Latham, Allg. Uebers. Vogel,
4, pt. 2, 1812: 432 (New Tork).
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SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Miramar: tf, ? May 1959 (69.1) DB. PUBLISHED RECORD. 
Rovirosa (1887: 383): Rxo Macuspana.
The Lesser Yellowlegs is a common migrant and uncommon winter visitant 
to the inland marshes and mud flats, but occasionally can also be found on 
the sandy beaches along the coast. My records for this species extend from 
4 December to 7 May, but I am confident it is present within t^e State over 
a much longer period of time. The data indicate that this sandpiper is 
more common during the spring than the fall migration. The Lesser Yellow­
legs has been recorded from the vicinities of Cunduacan, Jalpa de Mendez, 
Frontera, Miramar, Villahermosa, Rio Macuspana, and Jonuta. The specimen 
collected at Miramar in May had enlarged testes,
Totanus melanoleucus (Guelin)
Greater Yellowlegs 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Rovirosa (1887: 383): Rio Macuspana.
The Greater Yellowlegs is a common migrant and uncommon winter visi­
tant in the inland marshes and on the mud flats of the State. It may oc­
casionally also be found on the sand bars of coastal lagoons or on the ocean 
beach itself. Dates for the occurrence of this species within Thbasco ex­
tend from 19 October to 23 April, and it has been recorded in the vicinities 
of Sanchez Magallanes, Cardenas, Huimanguillo, Frontera, Miramar, Villaher­
mosa, Teapa, Jalapa, Rio Macuspana, and Sniliano Zapata. It is usually 
observed in small groups numbering from five to ten individuals.
Tringa solitaria Wilson 
Solitary Sandpiper
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. N Villahennosa: 9, 18 April 1959 (40.9) DB, w.129. 
18 mi. NE Teapa: ?, 31 March 1959 (38.7) DB, w.129.
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In Tabasco the Solitary Sandpiper is an uncommon migrant and an un­
common to rare winter visitant that frequents the inland marshes. As its
name implies, this species is usually encountered singly, wading in a small
pool of water. I have records for its occurrence within the State on dates
ranging from 4 December to 22 April, and it has been recorded from the vi­
cinities of the following localities: Ocuapan, Kuimanguillo, Jalpa de Men­
dez, Frontera, Miramar, Villahermosa, Teapa, Jalapa, and Ciudad Pemex. The 
gonads were not evident in the March specimen, and the April specimen pos­
sessed only a very small ovary,
I refer the two Tab as can specimens to the nominate race T. 8_. solita-
83 cm
ria. The larger western race, T. s, cinnamomea. is also to be expected
in the State.
Actitis macularia (Linnaeus)
Spotted Sandpiper
SPECIMENS. LSUKZ.—  Miramar: ?, 7 May 1959 (36.6) DB. 1 mi. SW Teapa: tf,
10 April 1959 (33.0) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Rovirosa (1887: 383): Rfo Ma- 
cuspana. Salvin and Godman (1903 : 379): Teapa. Sharpe (1896 : 473): Teapa, 
February.
The Spotted Sandpiper is a very common migrant and winter visitant in 
the State. It can be found in nearly every place where there is water, from 
ocean beaches, mud flats, and rocky streams to a miniature pool of water in 
the center of a small community. Unlike most shore birds, it usually occurs 
singly, and hence its numbers are scattered over a wider area rather than
^ Tringa solitaria Wilson, Amer. Ornith., 7, 1813: 53 (Pocano Mt., 
Pennsylvania, Kentucky, and New York [=Pocono Mountains, Pennsylvania]),
^Totanus solitarius cinnamomeus Brewster, Auk, 7, 1890: 377 (San 
Jose del Cabo [=San Jose del Cabo, Baja California, Mexico]),
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concentrated in a few localities. Dates for the observation of this sand­
piper within Tabasco range from 24 October to 16 May, but it is undoubtedly 
present much longer. The male collected in April was in winter dress, but 
had slightly enlarged testes.
Catoptrophorus semipalmatus (Gnelin)
Willet
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Miramar: 9, 7 May 1959 (366.1) DB, w.215, t.81, c.64.
Ihe Willet is a common migrant and winter visitant along the coast 
and coastal lagoons of the State. Dates for its occurrence within Tabasco 
range from 24 October to 16 May. During this period of time on the sandy 
beaches and low tide sand bars, the Willet is one of the more numerous 
sandpipers present. Fran 12 to 18 December 1961 at Sanchez Magallanes, I 
counted approximately twenty-five individuals per day. I have recorded the 
species only from Sanchez Magallanes and Miramar, never from an inland lo­
cation. The ovary of the specimen taken at Miramar in May was slightly 
enlarged*
My specimen is typical of the large western race C. s. inornatus.^ 5 
but C. £. 3emipa]matus ° also probably occurs within the State.
Arenaria interpres (Linnaeus)
Ruddy Turnstone
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Sanchez Magallanes: d, 16 December 1961 (86.2) DB.
65symphemia 3emipalmata inornata Brewster, Auk, 4, 1887: 145 (Lari­
mer County, Colorado).
Scolopax semipalmata Gnelin, Syst. Nat., 1, pt. 2, 1789: 659
(New Tork).
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On 12 December 1961 on a low tide sand bar in the Laguna del Carmen 
at Sanchez Magallanes, L. C. Binford saw an individual of this species in 
a large flock of shore birds. A few days later on 16 December on the ocean 
beach near Sanchez Magallanes, I collected the specimen cited above. Pre­
sumably it was the same bird seen earlier by Binford. These two records are 
the only known instances of the occurrence of the Ruddy Turnstone in Tabas­
co. The male collected in December did not have enlarged testes.
I cannot conclusively identify the Tabascan specimen in winter dress, 
but by range it should be, and probably is, A. i. morinella.^
Limnodromus griseus (C^ ielin)
Short-billed Dowitcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  Sanchez Magallanes: c?, 14 December 1961 (101.5) DB, 
w.142, c.58, tar.38; ?, 14 December 1961 (97.1) DB, w.143, c.6l, tar.37.
J. K. McDonald (in litt.) reported seeing this species on 18 April 
1959 near Frontera. On 14 December 1961 on a sand bar in the Laguna del 
Carmen at Sanchez Magallanes, I collected the pair cited above. Two birds 
were seen on 16 and 18 December at the same locality. There are no other 
records for a dowitcher in Tabasco. Neither specimen from the State had 
enlarged gonads.
I cannot positively identify these wintering specimens to race. How­
ever, evidence appears to favor L. £. hendersoni.^ Although measurements 
overlap to a great extent among the races of this species, those of the
^%!ringa] Morinella Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 12, 1, 1766: 249 (ad 
maris littora Americae septentrionalis; and Europae [=coast of Georgia]).
^Limnodromus griseus hendersoni Rowan, Auk, 49, 1932: 22 (Devil's 
Lake, Alberta, Canada).
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Tabascan birds are closer to the averages of hendersoni than to those for 
L. g. g r i s e u s ^ 9  as given by Rowan ( 1 9 3 2 :  2 2 ) .  Also judging from the winter­
ing ranges given by Pitelka (1950: 4 3 )  for the various races of this species,
hendersoni would be the more probable race to expect wintering in Tabasco.
Capella gallinago (Linnaeus)
Common Snipe
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Rovirosa (188?: 333): Rfo Kacuspana. Salvin and Godman
(1903: 392): Teapa. Sharpe (1896: 646): Teapa, three, February.
The Common Snipe is a winter visitant in Tabasco. Although I have 
recorded this bird on only three occasions, 17 miles north of Teapa on 12 
March 1959> 1 mile southwest of Ocuapan on 7 December 1961, and 6 miles 
southwest of Sanchez Magallanes on 15 December 1961, it is probably much 
more common than is indicated by these records. The Comnon Snipe is a sec­
retive bird inhabiting wet meadows and the edges of marshes and is not often 
observed until flushed.
The race occurring in Ihbasco is C_. g. delicata.^
Crocethia alba (Pallas)
Sanderling
S P E C I M E N . L S U M Z . —  Miramar: d, 7 May 1959 (56.8) D B .
The Sanderling is a conmon migrant and winter visitant along the sandy 
beaches of Tabasco. I have records for its occurrence within the State
^ Scolopax grisea Gnelin, Syst. Nat., 1, pt. 2, 1789: 658 (in Nove- 
boraci maritimis [=Long Island, New York]).
^Scolopax delicata Qrd, in Wilson, Amer. Omith., 9> 1825: 218 
(Pennsylvania).
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ranging from 24 October to 7 May. This shore bird is usually found in small 
groups of five to twenty individuals, but occasionally a lone straggler is 
encountered. The Sanderling has been found at two localities on the coast, 
Sanchez Magallanes and Miramar. There are also two inland records within 
the State. D. K. Lay reported that the Sanderling was plentiful on 6 April
1960 along the banks of the Rio Usumacinta near Jonuta, 40 miles from the 
coast; and on 3 April 1961, E. T. Armstrong and I saw an individual of this 
species 50 miles inland at the edge of a small pool of water 3 miles south 
of Jalapa. The specimen collected in May was in spring plumage and had 
slightly enlarged testes.
Sreunetes pusillus (Linnaeus)
Semipalmated Sandpiper 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Miramar: d, 24 October 1961 (25.7) DB.
The specimen cited above is the only record for this species from 
Tabasco. It was collected on the sandy beach at Miramar from a group of 
Least Sandpipers, Western Sandpipers, and Sanderlings. The bird was very 
fat, and its testes were barely distinguishable. Friedmann et al. (1950:
99) state, with reference to Mexico, that the Semipalmated Sandpiper has 
been "definitely recorded to date only from Cozumel Island and Quintana 
Roo."
Sreunetes mauri Cabanis 
Western Sandpiper
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  Miramar: d, 24 October 1961 (21.4) MB; d, 24 October
1961 (19.5) DB.
The Western Sandpiper has been recorded on the Tabascan coast on only
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two occasions. On 24 October 1961 at Miramar, I counted fifteen individuals 
of this species on the beach among a mixed group of shore birds. On that 
particular day Ereunetes mauri was the most numerous of the "peep" sandpipers. 
Cn 12 December 1961, a single individual was observed on a sand bar at San­
chez Magallanes. The two males collected at Miramar did not have enlarged 
testes.
Erolia minutilla (?ieiilot)
Least Sandpiper
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. S Miramar; 9, 22 April 1959 (21.8) DB. 8 mi. N 
Villahermosa: ?, 18 April 1959 (17.3) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Hovirosa 
(1887: 383): H10 Macuspana.
This species is a common migrant and winter visitant in the State.
Within Tabasco it is usually found in small flocks on fresh-water mud flats, 
but is also sometimes seen on the coastal beaches. It has been recorded 
within the State from 24 October to 7 May, but it undoubtedly occurs over 
a much longer period of time. I have recorded it from the vicinities of 
Cardenas, Jalpa de Mendez, Frontera, Miramar, Villahermosa, and Jalapa,
The female taken at Miramar in April had a slightly enlarged ovary.
Erolia bairdii (Coues)
Baird's Sandpiper 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Miramar; 9, 24 October 1961 (27.5) LB.
On 24 October 1961 on the beach at Miramar, L. C. Binford collected 
the specimen cited above, which represents the only record from Tabasco.
The ovary of the bird was not enlarged.
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Erolia melanotos (Vieillot)
Pectoral Sandpiper
SPECIMENS. L S U M Z 18 mi. NE Teapa: 9, 1 May 1959 (49.7) DB; 9, 1 May 
1959 (5079) DB.
The Pectoral Sandpiper is a common spring migrant through Tabasco, 
occurring principally in shallow fresh-water marshes and on the associated 
mud flats. I have records during the spring dating from 21 March to 20 
May. Although Friedmann et al. (1950: 100) imply that the Pectoral Sand­
piper does not winter in Mexico, L. C. Binford and I saw an individual of 
this species on 4 December 1961, 5 miles south of Jalpa de Mlndez. It is 
possible, of course, that this bird was merely a very late fall migrant.
I have no records for the species during the fall migration, but this cir­
cumstance can be explained by my not being in the right habitat at the 
right time. Ihe Pectoral Sandpiper has been recorded from near Huimanguillo, 
Jalpa de Mendez, Frontera, and Villahermosa. Ihe females collected in May 
had slightly enlarged ovaries.
Erolia alpina (Linnaeus)
Dunlin
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Sanchez Magallanes: 9, 12 December 1961 (49.7) L3.
On 12 December 1961, L. C. Binford collected the specimen cited above 
from a large flock of shore birds on a sand bar in the Laguna del Carmen 
at Sanchez Magallanes. This specimen constitutes the only record for this 
species from Tabasco. Friedmann et al. (1950: 100) do not include the Gulf 
coast of Mexico within the range of the Dunlin, but state that it is to "be 
expected in northeastern Tamaulipas." Binford*s specimen did not have an 
enlarged gonad.
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The Thbascan specimen is referable to E. a. p a c i f i c a .91
Micropalama himantopus (Bonaparte)
Stilt Sandpiper
SPECIMENS. L S U M Z .—  1 mi. S Miramar: 2, 22 April 1959 (41.3) DB. IS mi.
NE Teapa: 2, 1 May 1959 (46.2) DB; 2, 1 May 1959 (54.6) DB.
The Stilt Sandpiper is an uncommon migrant through Tabasco, occuring 
in the shallow fresh-water marshes and on their mud flats. I Lave recorded 
this sandpiper on only three occasions: three birds on 22 April 1959, 1 
mile south of Miramar; three birds on 1 May 1959, 18 miles northeast of 
Tteapa; and one bird on 12 May 1959, 18 miles northeast of Teapa, This spe­
cies probably also occurs in small numbers during the fall migration, but 
has thus far been missed. The three females taken in Tabasco had slightly 
enlarged ovaries.
Family RECURVIRC3TRIDAE
Himantopus mexicanus (Muller)
31ack-necked Stilt
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. N Villahemosa: 2, 18 April 1959 (133.1) D3. 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Rovirosa (1887: 383): Rio Macuspana.
In Tabasco the Black-necked Stilt is a very common winter visitant to 
the open marshes and mud flats of the coastal lagoons. It is unknown whe­
ther or not this species breeds within the State, but the majority of the 
birds observed were undoubtedly winter visitants. I have recorded the 
Black-necked Stilt in Tabasco from 19 November to 16 May, and from the
91Pelidna pacifica Coues, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia, 11, 
1861: 189 (west coast of North America [=SLmiahmoo, Washington]).
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vicinities of the following localities: Sanchez Magallanes; Cardenas; Cun-
duacan; Fronteraj Miramar; Villahermosa; Ciudad Pemex; Jonuta; and Chable. 
This species is usually seen in groups of five to fifteen birds, but on 6 
April 1959, I counted forty-five stilts at Frontera. The specimen that I 
collected north of Villahermosa had a slightly enlarged ovary.
Family 3URHINIDAE
Burhinus bistriatus (Wagler)
Double-striped Thick-knee
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Friedmann et al. (1950: 102): Tabasco. Rovirosa (1887: 
332): Rio Macuspana.
To ny knowledge, the inclusion of Thbasco within the range of the
Double-striped Thick-knee is based solely upon the record by Rovirosa. I
have searched for this species in many localities but have neither seen
nor heard it. Being nocturnal and rather secretive, however, this bird can
easily escape detection. It is an inhabitant of open savanna and is to be
looked for in the Ocuapan and 3alancan regions,
Friedmann et al. (1950: 102) include Tabasco within the range of
3. b. bistriatus.^
Family LARIDAE 
Larus delawarensis Qrd 
Ring-billed Gull 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ. Miramar; 2, 7 May 1959 (408.3) DB.
92Charadrius bistriatus Wagler, Isis von Oken, 1829, col. 648
(Mexico).
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The Ring-billed Gull is an uncommon, but regular, winter visitant to 
the Tabascan coast. My records for its occurrence range from 12 December 
to 16 May, but it undoubtedly is present much longer. On the beach at San­
chez Magallanes, this species was noted on 12, 14, and 16 December 1961. I 
saw individuals on the beach at Miramar on 7 and 16 May 1959, and J. K. Mc­
Donald (in litt.) reported seeing a banded bird in second year plumage at 
that locality on 31 March 1959* Ihe collected specimen is a subadult and 
its ovary was not enlarged.
Larus argentatus Pontoppidan 
Herring Gull
PU3LISHSD RECORDS. Cooke (1940: 250): Alvaro Obregon [Frontera], Gross 
(1940: 141): Tabasco.
Ihe Herring Gull is an uncommon winter visitant along the Thbascan 
coast. I have recorded individuals of this species within the State on 
dates ranging from 12 December to 22 April, but it undoubtedly occurs over 
a longer period of time. At Miramar cn 4 and 5 March 1961, I counted ten 
and five individuals respectively. At Sanchez Magallanes from 12 to 18 
December 1961, I noted this species in numbers of five to twenty-five per 
day. Ihe majority of the birds seen in Tabasco were in immature dress.
Two individuals banded at Sister Islands, Wisconsin, were recovered on the 
Ihbascan coast (Gross, 1940: 141).
Ihe race occurring in Tabasco is L. a. smithsonianus.93
^ Larus Smithsonianus Coues, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia, 
14, 1862: 296 (eastern and western coasts of North America).
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Larus atricilla Linnaeus 
laughing Gull
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  Sanchez Magallanes: 2, 14 December 1961 (256.3) DB. 
Miramar: ?, 22 April 1959 (219.3) DB; 2, 7 May 1959 (246.3) D3; <??, ? May 
1959 (279.3) DB.
The Laughing Gull, although previously unreported, is a common inha­
bitant of the Tabascan coast, coastal lagoons, and terminal portions of the 
larger rivers. Ihe status of this bird in Ihbasco is still uncertain, but 
there is no evidence of its breeding within the State, and undoubtedly the 
majority of the birds seen were winter visitants. My records for the occur­
rence of the species in Thbasco extend only from 24 October to 16 May, but 
I am confident that it is present throughout the year. At Sanchez Magal- 
ianes from 12 to 18 December 1961, I recorded the Laughing Gull in numbers 
ranging from two to fifty per day. I have also seen the species at Miramar 
and along the Rio Usumacinta near Frontera. None of the specimens had en­
larged gonads.
Larus pipixcan Wagler 
Franklin’s Gull
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  Sanchez Magallanes: 2, 14 December 1961 (209.5) LB; 2, 
14 December 196I (217.3) DB. Miramar: 2, 16 May 1959 (190.5) DB.
On 16 May 1959 on the beach at Miramar, I observed seven Franklin’s 
Gulls and collected an adult female. From 12 to 18 December 1961 at Sanchez 
Magallanes, I recorded approximately 100 individuals per day of this species 
on the sand bars of the Laguna del Carmen. Although Friedmann et al. (1950: 
105) state that the Franklin’s Gull winters only "casually on the coa3t of 
the Gulf of Mexico,” I feel confident that this flock was composed of winter 
visitants rather than migrants. Ihe specimens taken at this time were in
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immature dress, and none of them had enlarged gonads.
Larus Philadelphia (Grd)
Bonaparte’s Gull
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Sanchez Magallanes: 2, 14 December 1961 (161.5) LB*
At Sanchez Magallanes, L. C. Binford collected the only specimen of 
Bonaparte's Gull from the State. This bird was taken from a large flock 
of Laughing and Franklin’s Gulls that were sitting on a low tide sand bar 
in the Laguna del Carmen. Friedmann et al. (1950: 106) state that "there 
is no definite record" for this species frcm the Gulf coast of Mexico. This 
specimen did not have an enlarged gonad.
Gelochelidon nilotica (Gnelin)
Gull-billed Tern
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  19 mi. N Villahermosa: d, 16 May 1959 (182.9) DB; ?,
16 May 1959 (155.6) DB.
The Gull-billed Tern i3 an uncommon, but regular, migrant through Ta­
basco. The record of this species from Sanchez Magallanes on 18 December 
1961 may indicate that it also winters in small numbers. It is highly im­
probable, however, that it breeds in the State. The Gull-billed Tern is 
usually seen in small flocks in low circling flight over the open marshes. 
The bird from Sanchez Magallanes is the only Thbascan record for this spe­
cies from the coast. On 24 October 1961, 17 miles north of Villahermosa,
I counted thirty-five terns of this species flying over a marsh. Four in­
dividuals were also seen 7 miles east of Ciudad Pemex on 3 April 1961. The 
testes of the male collected in May were not enlarged.
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The subspecies occurring in Thbasco is G. n. a r a n e a . ^ 4
* Hydroorogne caspia (Pallas)
Caspian Tern
Although no specimen has yet been taken in Tabasco, this tern is an 
uncommon to rare winter visitant there. It has been observed both on the 
coast and along the courses of the larger rivers. On 26 April and 2 May 
I960, D. M. Lay reported seeing flocks of terns that he thought were of 
this species along the Rio Usumacinta between 3alancan and Jonuta. The fol­
lowing year on 22 April, I also saw a Caspian Item flying along the Rio Us­
umacinta at Chabll. On 11 and 18 December 1961 on the beach at Sanchez 
Magallanes, L. C. Binford and I observed two individuals within a large 
flock of gulls and terns. There are no other definite records for the oc­
currence of this tern within Tabasco.
Sterna hirundo Linnaeus 
Common Tern
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Sanchez Magallanes: d, 12 December 1961 (12$.5) LB. 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Friedmann et al. (1950: 108): Tabasco.
On 12, 14, and 16 December 1961 at Sanchez Magallanes, my counts of 
Common Terns were respectively two, three, and six. These birds were ob­
served on the beach and tidal sand bars of the Laguna del Carmen. Although 
I have never observed this species at any other time or locality within the 
State, this tern is probably an uncommon to rare winter visitant to Tabasco. 
The testes of the specimen collected by Binford were very small. Friedmann
^ Sterna aranea Wilson, Amer. Ornith., 8, 1814: 143 (Cape May,
New Jersey).
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et al* (1950: 108) include Ihbasco within the ranre of the Common Tern, but 
I am unaware of the basis for this inclusion*
The race occurring in North America is 3. h. hirundo.95
Sterna forsteri Nuttall 
Forster*s Tern
SPECIMEN, LSUMZ.—  Sanchez Magallanes: <J, 16 December 1961 (159*6) LB.
One or two individuals of this species were observed from 12 to 18 
December 1961 at Sanchez Magallanes. These birds were in a large flock of 
other gulls and terns upon the sand bars of the Laguna del Carmen. Although
there are no other records for Tabasco, Forster's Tern is probably a regular,
although rare, winter visitant to the State. The male collected by 3inford 
did not have enlarged gonads.
I concur with the Check-list of North American 3irds (1957: 234) in 
considering this species to be monotypic.
Sterna albifrons Pallas 
Least Tern
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  25 mi. E Jonuta: d, 2 May I960 (31.2) DL.
The only specimen of the Least Tern from Tabasco is the bird obtained
by D. M. Lay on 2 May I960, 25 miles east of Jonuta on the Rio Usumacinta*
He collected it from a large flock that he had flushed from the riverbank. 
Previously, on 6 April I960, Lay had found the Least Tern plentiful along 
the river near Jonuta. On 22 April of the following year, I saw an individual
95Sterna hirundo Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 137 (in 
Europe [^Sweden]).
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of this species flying along the Rio Usumacinta near Chable. On 25 March 
1961, I 3aw a bird flying along the Rio Grijalva 11 miles south of Chontalpa. 
Ihere are no other records for Tabasco. Although the status of the Least 
Tern in the State is unknown, the possibility that it may breed is suggested 
by the breeding condition (breeding plumage and greatly enlarged testes) of 
Lay's specimen as well as by the numbers in which he saw the species during 
the months of April and May.
The specimen collected by Lay is referable to S. a. antillarum.^
Thalasseus maximus (Boddaert)
Royal Tern
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  Sanchez Magallanes: 9, 14 December 1961 (452.2) DB. 
Miramar: 9, 7 May 1959 (406.6) DB; 9, 7 May 1959 (393.8) DB; d, 16 May 
1959 (413.9) DB.
The Royal Tern, although previously unreported for the State, is a 
common winter visitant along the coast and larger rivers, Whether or not 
this species breeds within Tabasco is unknown, but I feel that its doing so 
is unlikely, My records for its occurrence in the State range only from 12 
December to 16 May, but it probably occurs in small numbers throughout the 
year. There are records from Sanchez Magallanes, Miramar, Rfo San Pedro y 
San Pablo, and Chable. The Royal Tern is usually the most abundant bird 
within the large flocks of gulls and terns that one encounters along the 
beach or the shores of the coastal lagoons. For example, at Sanchez Magal­
lanes from 12 to 18 December 1961, I estimated the number of Royal Terns 
present to be approximately 200, more than any other charadriiform bird
^ Stemula Antillarum Lesson, Descr. Mamm. ds. Recemm. Decouverts, 
Suppl. Oeuvres Buffon, ed. Leveque, 20, 1847: 256 (Guadeloupe [^Guadeloupe 
Island, West Indies]).
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occurring there at the time» None of the specimens from Tabasco had en­
larged gonads.
I refer T&bascan birds to T. m. maximus.^?
Ihalasseus sandvicensis (Latham)
Cabot’s Tern
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  Sanchez Magallanes: <*, 16 December 1961 (232.9) LB. 
Miramar: 9, 7 May 1959 (204.0) DB.
On ? Kay 1959 on the beach at Miramar, a group of twenty Cabot's Terns 
was observed among the larger flocks of Ihalasseus raaximus and Larus atri- 
cilla. Ihe first specimen for the State was collected that day. At San­
chez Magallanes from 12 to 18 December 1961, this species was noted in 
numbers ranging from ten to forty individuals per day. These are the only 
records for Cabot's Tern in Tabasco. Although its exact status is still 
unknown, it is probably a regular winter visitant, but rather sporadic in 
distribution. The two specimens did not possess enlarged gonads.
Tabascan birds are of the race T. _s. acuflavidus.98
Family RYNCHOPIDAE 
Rynchops nigra Linnaeus 
Black Skimmer
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Sanchez Magallanes: 2, 14 December 1961 (276.1) DB. 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Friedmann et al. (1950: 112): Tabasco.
^ Sterna maxima Boddaert, Table Planch. Enlum., 1783 : 58 (Cayenne 
[^French Guiana]).
^ Sterna acuflavida Cabot, Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., 2, 1847: 
257 (Tancah, Yucatan t=Quintana Roo, Mexico]).
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During December 1961 this species was found to be numerous on the low 
tide sand bars of the Laguna del Carmen near the town of Sanchez Magallanes. 
Frcat 12 to 18 December, I estimated numbers ranging from 100 to 175 per day,
I have never seen skimmers at any other locality or time along the coast of 
Tabasco, Although Friedmann et al, (1950: 112) include Tabasco within the 
range of this species, I do not know of any specimen from the State previous 
to my own. The specimen collected at Sanchez Magallanes had a slightly en­
larged ovary. Whether or not the Black Skimmer breeds in Tabasco is unknown, 
but the flocks seen in December were probably wintering birds.
The North American race of this species is R. n. n i g r a .99
Family C0LUKB3DAE 
* Columba livia Orelin 
Rock Dove
The Rock Dove can be found in several towns within the State in a 
semiferal condition and possibly occurs in some areas in a feral state. The 
majority of the birds are in the wild plumage, though many white individuals 
and mixtures of various types occur. I have seen this species in Villaherrao- 
sa (particularly near the water front), Teapa, Jonuta, and Balancan. To my 
knowledge, no specimen has been taken within the State.
Columba flavirostris Wagler 
Red-billed Pigeon 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. W Teapa: 2, 27 February 1961 (272.8) DB.
99[Rynchops] nigra Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 138 (in 
America [=coast of South Carolina]).
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The status of this species in Tabasco is uncertain since its close 
resemblance to Columba cayennensis often prevents satisfactory field iden­
tification. Distinguishing the two species at a distance is very difficult, 
and they are both wary and seldom allow a close approach. J, K. McDonald 
(in lltt.) reported observing a Red-billed Pigeon west of Teapa on 14 April 
1959. Although I had seen a number of pigeons that might have been of this 
species in 1959, I was not able to make a positive identification or to col­
lect one until 27 February 1961, 7 miles west of Teapa. Cto that date I re­
corded a flock of twenty-five Red-billed Pigeons feeding at the top of a 
small wood. Ihe specimen that was collected that day was engorged with 
small purple berries. The following day an individual was seen at Teapa.
Cn 21 March of the same year, I observed a small band of five individuals 
at rest in the tops of some trees 9 miles south cf Huimanguillo. Cn 17 
April 1961 at Teapa, L. C. Binford observed a pigeon of this species. Ihe 
female collected in February did not have an enlarged ovary.
Tabascan birds are referable to the nominate race C, f. flavirostris.
Columba cayennensis Bonnaterre 
Pale-vented Pigeon
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: 9, 16 March 1961 (326.0) DB. 11 
mi. S Chontalpa: d, 25 March 1961 (244.3) EA. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb 
(1943: 38): Tenosiaue, 29 June 1939. Friedmann et al. (1950: 115): Monte- 
cristo [Bniliano Zapata]; Tenosiaue. Hellmayr and Conover (1942: 455): 
Montecristo [Sbiiliano Zapata]. Ridgway (1916: 307): Montecristo [Bniliano 
Zapata].
Ihe Pale-vented Pigeon is an inhabitant of rain forest margins, open 
marshland, and savanna with scattered woods. Typically it is seen singly
' ^ Columba flavirostris itfagler, Isis von Cken, 5, 1 8 3 1 :  col. 5 1 9  
(Mexico [=Veracruz, Mexico]).
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or in small flocks at the top of a tree within a clearing or at the forest 
edge, but I have observed it elsewhere, for example, feeding on the ground 
in cattle corrals. Thi3 species is rather sporadic in its distribution, 
common in some localities and nonexistent at other similar locations. Al­
though I have recorded this pigeon from a number of localities (La Venta, 
Chontalpa, Frontera, Villahermosa, Ciudad Pemex, Jonuta, and Balancan), I 
found it most numerous in the open savanna edged with dry tropical ever­
green woods north of Balancan. At Pato, 9 miles north of Balancan, E. T. 
Armstrong and I noted fifteen individuals on 14 May and five on 15 May 
1961. I do not know whether or not this species is a permanent resident 
in the State. I have no records of its occurrence during the winter months 
despite the fact that I have visited, during that time of the year, local­
ities where it had been present in the spring, 3oth specimens collected 
in March were in breeding condition,
£, c. pallidicrissa^- is the subspecies that extends its range into 
Tabasco,
Columba speciosa Snelin 
Scaled Pigeon
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. W Teapa: d, 28 March I960 (237.0) DL; 9, 28 
March I960 (246.5) DL.
The first observation of this large pigeon in Tabasco was made by
J. K. McDonald (in litt.) on 5 April 1959, 7 miles west of Teapa in a small
isolated wood. Cn 28 March of the following year, D. K. Lay and J. P, Gee
observed this species at the same locality, and Lay collected the two
1 fP
'‘'Columba pallidicrissa Chubb, Ibis, 1910: 60 (Costa Rica).
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specimens listed above. Cn 27 February 1961, again at the same locality,
I observed two Scaled Pigeons among numbers of Columba flavirostris and 
Zenaida asiatica in the tops of the trees. On 9 November 1961, L. C, Bin­
ford and I saw an individual of this species in the dense rain forest 8 
miles southeast of Tenosique. Although nowhere plentiful, this pigeon is 
probably a permanent resident throughout the rain forest belt of Tabasco. 
Ihe female collected by Lay was in breeding condition, but the male did not 
possess enlarged testes.
Columba nigrirostris Sclater
Short-billed Pigeon
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. S Chontalpa: «?, 14 April 1961 (130.6) DB. PUB­
LISHED RECORD. Brodkorb (1943: 38): 1$ km. N Reforma [La Reforma], 26 May 
1939.
The specimen from La Reforma and my bird from Chontalpa are, to ray 
knowledge, the only records for this rare pigeon in Ihbasco. Ihe specimen 
from Chontalpa was found in dense rain forest, approximately 30 feet above 
the ground. This species has a very loud distinctive call that carries 
throughout the forest, and it was by tracing this call that L. C. Binford 
was able to locate the bird. Although rare, the Short-billed Pigeon is 
probably a permanent resident throughout the dense rain forest sector of 
the State. The collected specimen had enlarged gonads.
Ectopistes canadensis (Linnaeus)
Passenger Pigeon 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Friedmann et al. (1950: 116): Tabasco.
The United States National Museum has a specimen of this extinct 
pigeon from Tabasco; however, the species was probably never more than a
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casual winter visitant within the State.
Zenaidura macroura (Linnaeus)
Mourning Dove
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. S Miramar: 5, 22 April 1959 (100.8) DB, w.137, 
t.120, c.14.
Ihe Mourning Dove is an unconmon winter visitant within Tabasco, pre­
ferring the open marshlands, meadows, and savannas with scattered clumps 
of brush and trees. It is frequently seen on utility wires along the road­
side. In Tabasco Mourning Doves are usually observed singly, but the spe­
cimen taicen at Miramar was collected from a flock of twenty-five individuals.
I have records for the occurrence of this species within the State ranging 
from 25 October to 8 May and including the vicinities of Ocuapan, Huiman- 
guillo, Miramar, Villahermosa, Teapa, and Balancin. In February I960 at 
Teapa, W. P. Nickell and K. D. Bailey (in litt.) net banded an individual 
of this species. Ihe specimen collected at Miramar in April had a slightly 
enlarged ovary.
I am unable to identify the Ihbascan bird definitely to race. I can­
not distinguish any stable difference in shade of coloration between Z. m. 
carollnensis^^ and Z. m. marglnella.^ ^  and there is considerable overlap 
in measurements. The measurements of my specimen fit those given by Ridg- 
way (1961: 345) for either subspecies. However, in wing and tail length, 
they are closer to the average measurements of the smaller race carolinen- 
sis, but in exposed culmen length, they are closer to the mean for
102[Columbaj carolinensis Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 12, 1, 1766:
286 (in America [^Carolina)).
10*3Ectopistes marginellus Woodhouse. Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila­
delphia, 6, 1852: 104 (Cross Timbers, north fork of Canadian River, Oklahoma;.
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marginella. Both races of this species probably occur casually in the 
State.
Zenaida asiatica (Linnaeus)
White-winged Dove
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. W Teapa: 9, 4 April 1959 (142.5) DB, w.152,
1.93; <?, 4 April 1959 (194.8) DB, w.164, t.110. PUBLISHED RECORD. Rovi­
rosa (1887: 380): Rio Macuspana.
The White-winged Dove is a permanent residertof the forest edge, open 
marshland, and savanna with scattered trees and thickets. In certain areas 
this species is very common, but in most parts of the State, it is uncom­
mon to nonexistent. At one locality, 7 miles west of Teapa, this dove was 
often seen in large flocks, for example, fifty individuals on 4 April 1959. 
Other localities where this species has been observed are Paraiso, Miramar, 
Frontera, Villahermosa, and Ciudad Pemex. The specimens taken in April had 
enlarged gonads.
Judging by range, and range alone, I assume that .-gy specimens are of 
the race Z. a. a s i a t i c a In comparing specimens from various parts of 
Mexico, I am. unable to distinguish any constant color difference between 
this race and Z, a. mearnsi; ^ 5 addition, there is much overlap in
measurements given by Ridgway (1916: 378). Ify specimens will fit into the 
range of measurements for either race; those of the male are closer to the 
average measurements of mearnsi, and those of the female are closer to the 
means for asiatica.
Columba3 asiatica Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 163 
(in Indiis [=Jamaica]7T
^ ^ Melopelia asiatica mearnsi Ridgway, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 
28, 1915: 107 (five miles north of Nogales, Arizona).
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Seardafella^^ 1 inca (Lesson)
Inca Dove
SPECDL3N. LSUMZ.—  Sanchez Magallanes: 9, 16 December 1961 (49-6) DB.
W. P. Nickell and K. D. Bailey (in litt.) captured an Inca Dove in a 
mist net at Teapa in February I960. This specimen was banded and released, 
to 16 December 1961 at Sanchez Magallanes, I collected the specimen cited 
above. A pair of this species was seen that day in the coastal scrub bet­
ween the mangrove swamps and the beach. Two days later in the same area,
L. C. 3inford reported nine birds, and I saw three. Ihere are no other 
records for the State. Bie female collected in December had a slightly 
enlarged ovary.
Columbigallina-1-^ passerina (Linnaeus)
Common Ground Dove
PU3LISHED RECORDS. Ridgway (1916: 403): Rfo Macuspana. Rovirosa (1887:
380): Rio Macuspana.
Rovirosa*s (1887: 380) record from Rio Macuspana evidently has been 
the only basis for the inclusion of the Common Ground Dove on the list of 
Tabascan birds. Although I have searched throughout the State for this 
bird, I have never yet definitely recorded it; but on 16 May 1961, I flushed 
a pair of ground doves, which were almost certainly of this species, from 
the side of a road north of Balancan. E. T. Armstrong reported seeing two 
individuals feeding on the slope of a man-made pit on 14 February 1961 at 
La Venta.
106Johnston (1961: 372) proposes combining the genera Scardafella 
and Columbigallina with the South American genus Columbina.
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Ihe race occurring in Mexico is C. £. pallescens.^?
Columbigallina talpacoti (Temminck)
Ruddy Ground Dove
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SW Ocuapan: 9, 8 December 1961 (42.4) DB. 1 mi.
S Teapa: d, 5 March 1959 (47.6) DB; 9, 30 April 1959 (46.2) DB. 11 mi. N 
Balancan: ds 11 May 1961 (36.6) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 39): 
Balancan, two, 20 May 1939; Tenosique, two, 27-29 June 1939; Boca del Cerro, 
two, 4 July 1939. Ridgway (1916: 426): Teapa; San Juan Bautista [Villaher­
mosa], three. Salvador! (1893: 488): Teapa, seven, February and March. 
Salvin and Godman (1902: 254): Teapa. Todd (1913: 603): San Juan Bautista 
[Villahermosa].
Ihi3 abundant permanent resident is the most numerous member of its 
family in Tabasco and occurs virtually all over the State. In habitat it 
prefers the forest edge, meadows, roadsides, and the edges of towns. In 
some towns, for example, Balancan, the Ruddy Ground Dove is abundant in 
the streets and yards and appears to be almost domesticated. It is usually 
observed in small flocks feeding upon the ground. Ihe March male and the 
December and April females had enlarged gonads. Ihe male collected in May 
was an immature bird with small testes.
C. t. rufipennislQS is the subspecies that occurs within Tabasco.
Columbigallina minuta (Linnaeus)
Plain-breasted Ground Dove
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SW Ocuapan: c?, 11 December 1961 (35.9) DB. 7 
mi. W Teapa: d, 10 April 1959 (39.5) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodlorb (1943: 
39): Tenosique, 13 June 1939. Hellmayr and Conover (1942: 535): Montecristo 
[Sniliano Zapata]. Ridgway (1916: 423): Montecristo [Eniliano Zapata].
Todd (1913: 601): Montecristo [Bniliano Zapata].
^Chamaepelia passerina? var. pallescens Baird, Proc. Acad. Nat. 
Sci. Philadelphia, 11, 1859: 305 (Cape St. Lucas [=Cape San Lucas, Baja 
California, Mexico]).
Chamaepelia rufipennis Bonaparte, Ccmpt. Rend. Acad. Sci. Paris, 
40, 1855: 22 (Cartagena, Colombia).
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Ihe Plain-breasted Ground Dove is an uncommonly recorded permanent 
resident in Tabasco. Field identification of this species is complicated 
by its similarity to the female Ruddy Ground Dove; and, for that reason, 
it is easily overlooked and may be more common than the data indicate. It 
prefers forest edges, cultivated fields, and open savanna. I have only 
two sight observations to supplement the specimen records already listed: 
one bird at Teapa on 25 May 1961 and two birds at Balancan on 20 May 1961. 
The April male had enlarged testes, and the December male had slightly en­
larged testes.
The Tabascan birds are referable to _C. m. i n t e r r u p t a . ^ 9
Claravis pretiosa (Ferrari-Perez)
Blue Ground Dove
SPECIMEN!. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 29 March 1959 (79.9) DB; tf, 2 April 
1959 (7375) DB; d, 16 April 1959 (76.3) DB. 2 mi. E Teapa, Tacotaipa road: 
9, 4 April 1961 (74.2) EA.
Tris small dove is an uncommon permanent resident of the rain forest 
belt of Tabasco and has been recorded only from the Chontalpa, Teapa, and 
Tenosique regions. Its preference for good rain forest may be assumed 
from its greater abundance at Tenosique than elsewhere. It inhabits for­
est edges and clearings, as well as the depths of the forest, and may be 
found feeding on the ground or calling from a treetop. W. P. Nickell and 
K. D. Bailey (in litt.) net banded an individual at Tfeapa in February I960. 
The four specimens of this species that were collected in March and April 
were in breeding condition.
1097Chamaepelia minuta interrupta Griscom. Amer. Mus. Novit., 379, 
1929: 4 (Secanquim, Guatemala).
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Leptotila verreauxi (Bonaparte)
White-fronted Dove
SPECIMENS. L5UMZ.—  20 mi. IW Teapa: <f, 31 March 1959 (161.9) DB. 1 mi.
S Teapa: 2, 4 March 1959 (168.1) D3. PUBLISHED REWORDS. Brodkorb (1943:
39): Reforma [La Reforma], 22 May 1939. Ridgway (l91o: 452): Montecristo 
[Eniliano Zapata]; Teapa. Salvadori (1893: 547): Teapa, three, January 
and February. Salvin and Godman (1902: 258): Teapa.
The White-fronted Dove is a very common permanent resident of the 
State; and, although rather widespread in distribution, it is most abundant 
in the sections with rain forest and tall dry tropical evergreen woods.
This species inhabits the forest floor and is seldom seen until flushed. 
Occasionally the bird will fly to a nearby tree and allow positive specific 
identification, but more frequently it flies away, and the record can only 
be entered as ’Verreauxi?1* or "Leptotila sp." The White-fronted Dove is 
not as restricted to the forests as are the other two members of the genus; 
it is often seen at forest edges and in the open country. Near 3alancan 
it is very common in the dry scrubby country scattered with clumps of woods. 
The White-fronted Dove was found in greatest abundance in the Tenosique, 
Balancan, and Teapa regions, but I also have records from the vicinities 
of La Venta, Francisco Rueda, Ocuapan, Chontalpa, and Eniliano Zapata.
Both specimens, taken in March, were in breeding condition, the female con­
taining an egg almost ready to be laid.
Tabascan birds are typical of L. v, fulviventris
Leptotila plumbeiceps Sclater and Salvin 
Gray-headed Dove
1882: 287 (Yucatan, Mexico).
fulviventris Lawrence, Ann. New York Acad. Sci., 2,
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. W Teapa: <J, 27 February 1961 (161.9) D3. 1 mi.
E Teapa: <£, 2 May 1959 (153.2) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: 6, 13 November 1961
(165.0) DB. PU3LI5HED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 39): Reforma [La Reforma],
22 May 1939* Hellmayr and Conover (1942: 587): Teapaj Frontera. Ridgway 
(1916: 463): Teapa; Frontera, four. Salvadori (1893: 551): Teapa, four, 
February. Salvin and Godman (1902: 262): Teapa,
This dove is a permanent resident of the humid rain forest floor.
There are few records for this species from the State. However, it can 
easily be confused with the more common Leptotila verreauxi; and, since an 
observer rarely receives more than a glimpse of a flushed bird, it is pro­
bably often overlooked and is undoubtedly more numerous than records in­
dicate. The species has been recorded from the Chontalpa, Frontera, Teapa, 
and Tenosique regions. It is essentially a bird of dense rain forest, and 
I would not expect to find it in an area as badly cut over as the Frontera 
region is today. Ihe May and February males had greatly enlarged testes, 
but those of the December male were not enlarged.
L. £. plumbeiceps-^ - occurs from eastern Mexico to Colombia.
Leptotila cassinii (Lawrence)
Cassin's Dove
SPECIMENS♦ LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 2, 20 February 1961 (180.0) EA. 8 mi.
SE Tenosique: 2, 8 November I96I (154.7) LB; 2, 12 November 1961 (173.2)
DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Blake (1953: 188): Tenosique; Santo Tcmas. Brod­
korb (1943: 40): Tenosique, three, 17-28 June 1939; Santo Tomas, 22 June 
1939. Friedmann et al. (1950: 123): Tenosique; Santo Tomas. Paynter (1957: 
253): E£o Usumacinta,
Casein*s Dove is an uncommonly recorded permanent resident of the 
Tenosique region. West of the eastern section of Tabasco, it has been re­
ported on only two occasions. On 20 February 1961, E. T. Armstrong
•^•Leptotila plumbeiceps Sclater and Salvin, Proc. Zool. Soc. 
London, 186?: 59 (Vera Paz, Guatemala),
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collected a specimen at Teapa, and on 23 May 1961, I saw an individual at 
the same locality. Although Russell (MS.) reports that he has "not recorded 
this species in the heart of rain forest" in British Honduras, I have hardly 
seen it elsewhere in Tabasco. An individual of this species feeding on 
the forest floor is very difficult to detect, and usually it is flushed be­
fore it is noticed. This difficulty, combined with its similarity to the 
other doves of the genus Leptotila. is probably responsible for the short­
age in records of this bird. In the future it is highly possible that 
Cassin's Dove will be found to be more common and to possess a more exten­
sive range than is now assumed, 'ihe specimens, which were collected dur­
ing February and November, were not in breeding condition.
L. c. cerviniventris^-^  is the race of this species that extends its 
range into Tabasco.
Geotrygon montana (Linnaeus)
Suddv Quail-dove
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: d, 31 March 1961 (128.0) DB. 7 
mi, W Teapa: 9, 17 February 1961 (126.4) DB. 1 mi. E Taapa: d, 18 March 
I960 (151.3) DL. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 40): La Palma, three,
2 June 1939; Santo Tomas, 21 June 1939* Ridgway (1916: 481): Teapa, two.
Within Tabasco this species is an uncommon permanent resident of hu­
mid rain forest. It has been recorded only from the Chontalpa, Teapa, and 
Tenosique regions. I have only one record for this dove from the Chontalpa 
region and but one from Tenosique, The Ruddy Quail-dove may feed singly or 
in small groups on the forest floor, and it is very difficult for the ob­
server to detect the bird before it flushes. This factor, in combination
•^ Leptotila cerviniventris Sclater and Salvin, Proc. Zool. Soc. 
London, 1868: 59 (Vera Paz, Guatemala).
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with the secretiveness of the bird, may partially account for the scarcity 
of records. The males collected in March had greatly enlarged testes; how­
ever, the female taken in February had an only slightly enlarged ovary. 
Ikbascan birds are referable to G. m. m o n t a n a .^-13
Family PSITTACIDAE 
Ara macao (Linnaeus)
Scarlet Macaw
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Friedmann et al. (1950: 125): Tabasco. Rcvirosa (1887: 
372): Rio Macuspana; Rio Chilapilla; San Diego.
Ihe records by Rovirosa (188?: 372) are the only basis, to ny know­
ledge, for the inclusion of this species on the list of Thbascan birds,
I have searched and inquired about this species on a number of occasions 
in the eastern section of the State. The natives around Balancan and 
Tenosique assured me that the bird still existed in their areas but was 
much more numerous in Guatemala.
Aratinga astec (Souance)
Aztec Parakeet
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  6 mi. NE Teapa: <?, 4 March 1959 (90.1) DB. 1 mi. E 
Teapa: rf, 4 April 1959 (99.4) DB; 9, 16 February 1961 (84.8) DB; d, 16 
February 1961 (92.3) DB; 9, 24 February 1961 (80.0) EA. PUBLISHED RECORDS. 
Brodkorb (1943: 40): Balancan, three, 9-15 May 1939. Ridgway (1916: 172): 
Frontera; Teapa; San Juan Bautista [Villahermosa], four. Rovirosa (1887: 
374): Rio Macuspana. Salvadori (1891: 193): Teapa, two, March. Salvin and 
Godman (1897: 575): Teapa.
This species, the smallest and most abundant of Tabascan parrots, is
^-^[Columba] montana Linnaeus, Sy3t. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 163 
(Jamaica).
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a very common permanent resident of the rain forest and tall dry tropical 
evergreen woods and may be seen throughout the State wherever there are
groves of trees. It is usually encountered in noisy flocks of five to
thirty birds feeding in the tops of tall trees or flying from one wood to 
another. Large numbers of this species congregate in the evening at speci­
fic roosting localities. One flock roosted every night in the center of 
Huimanguillo. Aztec Parakeets were seen most consistently and in greatest 
numbers in the Balancan region, but were also very common at Tenosique and
Teapa. Other localities of record unmentioned heretofore are La Venta, San­
chez Kagallanes, Ccuapan, Chontalpa, Macuspana (R. W. Dickerman, in litt.), 
and Eniliano Zapata. None of the specimens were in breeding condition, 
Ihbascar. specimens are referable to A. a. astec. ^ f
Pionopsitta haematotis (Sclater and Salvin)
Brown-hooded Parrot
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: 2, 23 March 1961 (182.4) £A; cf,
23 March 1961 (189.9) DB. 11 mi. N Balancan: 2, 3 May 1961 (148.7) BA.
8 mi. SE Tenosique: <f, 5 November 1961 (158.1) DB,
The presence or absence .of the Brown-hooded Parrot in a locality is 
a good indicator of the quality of forest present. Wherever there is dense, 
undisturbed rain forest, the species is usually common, I know of its oc­
currence in only three regions in Tabasco-^-Chontalpa, Balancan, and Tenosi­
que. At Tenosique and Chontalpa, Aratinga astec was the only parrot more 
abundant than this species; however, in the dry tropical evergreen woods 
at Balancan Pionopsitta haematotis was reported on only two occasions.
'^ '^ Conurus astec Souance, Rev. Mag. Zocl., 9, 1857: 97 (Mexico).
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The Brown-hooded Parrot occupies the upper level of the rain forest and 
is usually very quiet and secretive, its presence being indicated only by 
an occasional falling fruit. Yet a flock of these birds in flight is 
capable of an enormous clatter. The two birds collected on 23 March were 
a breeding pair; and the female contained a we11-developed egg. The May 
and November birds did not possess enlarged gonads.
P. h. haematotis-^-5 is the subspecies occurring in Tabasco.
Pionus senilis (Spix)
White-crowned Parrot
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  11 mi. N Balancan: rf, 12 May 1961 (195.2) DB. PUBLISHED 
RECORD. Brodkorb (1943: 40): Tenosiaue, 15 June 1939; Santo Tomas, 24 June 
1939.
In Tabasco the White-crowned Parrot is a rarely recorded permanent 
resident of the rain forest and tall dry tropical evergreen woods. It is 
rather secretive and can easily be overlooked when it is feeding in the 
canopy of the rain forest; hence, it may be more cannon than suspected. It 
is usually seen in small flocks flying from one wood to another. Locali­
ties of record in addition to those listed above are the vicinities of Chon­
talpa and Tapijulapa. The specimen obtained 11 miles north of Balancan was 
collected from a grove of oaks. It had enlarged testes.
The race occurring in Tabasco is p. s. senilis.
Amazona albifrons (Sparrman)
White-fronted Parrot
• ^ Pionus haematotis Sclater and Salvin, Proc. Zool. Soc. London,
28, I860: 30C (Choctum, Vera Paz, Guatemala),
^•^Psittacus senilis Spix, Av. Bras., 1, 1824: 42 (Veracruz, Mexico).
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SPEC MENS. LSUMZ.—  11 mi. N Villahermosa: d, 18 April 1959 (223.6) DB, 
w.166, t.89. 7 nii. E Teapa, Tacotalpa road: d, 8 March 1961 (218.1) DB,
w.163, t.88. 8 mi. N Tapijulapa: 9,*8 March 1961 (209.6) DB, w.163, t.83.
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 41): Reforma [La Reforma], eight, 23 Kay 
1939. Friedmann et al. (1950: 130): Balancan. Rovirosa (1887: 373): Rio 
Macuspana.
This species, perhaps the most numerous Amazona in Tabasco, is a com­
mon permanent resident of forest edges and of open terrain with scattered 
clumps of trees. It is not often seen at rest or feeding but is usually 
observed in small bards flying to a favorite feeding or roosting spot. Oc­
casionally a small flock is encountered at rest in the top of a lone tree 
in the middle of a clearing, but this parrot is very wary and difficult to 
approach. The White-fronted Parrot is widespread in its distribution with­
in the State. I have personal records from near La Venta, Ocuapan, Frontera, 
Teapa, Thpijulapa, Jonuta, and Balancan. I found it to be most abundant 
in the open country north of Balancan, and D. M. Lay reported finding it 
numerous along the Rio Usumacinta near Jonuta. The March female had a 
greatly enlarged ovary, but the males collected in March and April had only 
slightly enlarged testes.
The Tabascan birds may possibly exhibit intermediacy between A. a. al- 
bifrons^-'7 and A. a. r.aa. ^  Their wing measurements conform to those 
given by Ridgway (1916: 257) for nana, but the tail measurements are greater 
than the maximum figures given for that race. On the other hand, although 
the tail measurements fall into the range of those given for albifrons, 
they are well below the average. These specimens are certainly closer to
117'Psittacus albifrons Sparrmann, Mas. Carls., fasc. 3, 1787: no.
52, pi. 52 (no locality [=southwestern Mexico]).
Amazona albifrons nana Miller, Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist., 21, 
1905: 349 (Calotmul, Yucatan, Mexico).
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nana than to albifrons, and I refer them to the former race, although they 
do not conform in every character.
Amazona autumnalis (Linnaeus)
Yellow-cheeked Parrot
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  11 mi. N Balancan: d, 7 May 1961 (428.9) DB. Pato,
9 mi. N 3alancan: d, 14 May 1961 (428.2) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. 3rodkorb 
(1943 : 41): Reforma [La Reforma], two, 23 May 1939; 15 km. N Reforma [La 
Reforma], two, 28-29 May 1939; La Palma, 2 June 1939. Rovirosa (1887: 373): 
Rio Macuspana; La Encrucijada; Rio Chilapa Rio Chilapilla; Laguna del Congo; 
Arroyo San Carlos.
This large parrot is an uncormon permanent resident of the rain forest, 
dry tropical evergreen woods, and forest edges. It inhabits the tops of 
the tallest trees in the forest; and, being very wary and secretive, it is 
not often observed except in flight, when the birds are 'quite noisy. At 
Pato, 9 miles north of 3alancan, the Yellow-cheeked and Yellow-headed Par­
rots arrived early every morning to feed on the fruit of the tall mango 
trees. Localities not already mentioned where I have recorded this spe­
cies are the vicinities of La Venta, Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tacotalpa. It 
was found, however, to be much more numerous in the dry tropical evergreen 
forests north of 3alancan than at any other locality. The testes of the 
two males collected in May were only slightly enlarged.
A.  a. a u t u m n a l i s - ^ - 9 occurs from eastern Mexico to Honduras.
Amazona ochrocepnala (Qnelin)
Yellow-headed Parrot
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Pato, 9 ai. N Balancan: d, 14 May 19ol (536.5) EA. 
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943 : 41): 15 km. N Reforma [La Reforma], 26 
May 1939. Weber (1945: 202): La Venta.
^^[Psittacus] autumnalis Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758:
102 (in America [=southem Mexico]).
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In general distribution throughout Tabasco this parrot is rare, but 
locally it is a common permanent resident of large patches of woods sur­
rounded by open marshland or savanna. The birds are usually seen in the 
early morning or evening, when small groups fly to their feeding or roost­
ing localities. The presence of a flock of Yellow-headed Parrots can be 
determined at a great distance because of their distinctive call, a scream 
sounding as if the bird were in utter agony. At Pato, 9 miles north of 
Balancan, E. T. Armstrong and I recorded four Yellow-headed Parrots on 
each of the two days we were at the locality, Ik and 15 May 1961. Early 
each morning this small flock would arrive, in company with numbers of 
Yellow-cheeked Parrots, to feed upon the fruit of the mango trees near 
camp. D. M. Lay reported Yellow-headed Parrots to have been numerous on 
6 April I960, along the Rio Usumacinta near Jonuta, but he stated that 
they were not as common as the White-fronted Parrots. A year later on 21 
April, I saw two birds at this same locality. iy only remaining records 
for this species are the following: 6 and 22 April 1959 south of Frontera; 
8 May 1961 at camp 11 miles north of Balancan; and 6 December 1961 in the 
open marshland S miles south of Huimanguillo. The specimen collected by 
Armstrong in Kay had slightly enlarged testes,
t 20
The race that ranges through Tabasco is A. o. oratrix.
Amazona farinosa (Boddaert)
Blue-crowned Parrot 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: 9, 16 March 1961 (640.2) DB.
^®A[mazona] oratrix Ridgway, Kan. N. Amer. Bird3, 1887: 58? (Petapa, 
Oaxaca, Jfexico).
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This large parrot is an inhabitant of dense, undisturbed rain forest.
The bird collected 10 miles south of Chontalpa on 16 March 1961 is the 
only example from the State, It was collected from the top of a tall tree 
in a rain forest. For two days thereafter its mate, the male, continued 
to fly aimlessly about the area calling. Ihere are no other positive re­
cords of the occurrence of this species in Ihbasco; however, small flocks 
of large parrots were seen on several occasions flying very high over camp 
8 miles southeast of Tenosique in November 1961. L. C. Binford and I are 
in accord in believing that they were probably of this species. The col­
lected female was in breeding condition.
I refer this specimen to A. f. guatemalae
Family CUCULIDAE
Coccyzus americanus (Linnaeus)
Yellow-billed Cuckoo
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  Balancan: e, 26 April 1961 (44.3) DB, w.142, t.137, 
c.27. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: 9, 12 November 1961 (40.4) LB, w.138, t.132, c.22.
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 41): Balancan: two, 10 May 1939; Reforma 
[La Reforma], 22 May 1939*
Hiis North American cuckoo is an unconmon, but regular, migrant through 
Tabasco. Dates for its occurrence within the State extend during spring 
migration from 15 April to 22 May and during fall migration from 1 to 12 
November. There are only three sight records for this species to supple­
ment the records listed above: J. K. McDonald and I saw an individual in
the dense brush near the Rfo Puyacatengo at Teapa on 15 April 1959; I ob­
served one in an oak grove at Pato, 9 miles north of Balancan, on 15 May
^^•Chrysotis guatemalae Sclater, Ibis, I860: 44 (Guatemala and 
Honduras).
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1961; and L. C. Binford and I saw another in a tree in the village square 
at Tenosique on 1 November 1961. Within Tabasco this species has usually 
been found in rather open brushy countryside, seemingly avoiding the dense 
rain forest, The testes of the April male were slightly enlarged, but the 
ovary of the November female was not enlarged.
The male from Balancan is easily referable to C. a. americanus,!^ 
but the female from Tenosique is smaller in wing, tail, and culmen measure­
ments than the minimum figures given by Ridgway (1916: 13) for that race.
The bird also has a buffy cast to the under parts, and the white patches 
on the tail are not as distinct as in typical specimens. Since these char­
acters do not fit those given for any race of this species, I consider the 
specimen to be merely an aberrant individual of the race americanus. Brod­
korb (1943: 41) allocates his Balancan birds to americanus, but assigns his 
La Reforma bird to the larger western race £. a. occidentalis.123
Coccyzus minor (Gnelin)
Mangrove Cuckoo
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  La Venta: rf, 28 March 1961 (66.6) DB. PUBLISHED RECORD. 
Thompson (1962: 174): Cantem6, 9 May 1955•
There are few records from Tabasco for this resident of the coastal 
scrub and mangroves. The only specimen in addition to the one that I ob­
tained at La Venta is a bird collected by R. W. Dickerman at Cantemo on 
9 May 1955 (University of Kansas collection). On 12 December 1961, an
[Cueulus] americanus Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758:
111 (in Carolina [=South Carolina]).
•*~2^ C[occyzus] americanus occidentalis Ridgway, Kan. K. Amer. Birds, 
1887: 273 (western United States [=Santa Rita Mountains, Arizona]).
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individual of this species was seen in the brush bordering the road 1 mile 
south of Campo Magallanes. Later that day a pair was observed in the man­
groves at Sanchez Magallanes; and, on 17 December 1961, two more birds were 
noted in the mangroves 3 miles east of Sanchez Magallanes. I have spent a 
relatively short period of time in the scrubby mangroves along the Tabascan 
coast, but I feel that the bird is probably, in that habitat, a common per­
manent resident. It is apparently, however, restricted to the coastal sec­
tion. The specimen from La Venta had slightly enlarged testes.
The race C. m. continentalis^-^ * ranges through Tabasco.
Piaya cay ana (Linnaeus)
Squirrel Cuckoo
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 16 March 1959 (99.0) DB; d, 25 Febru­
ary 196l (80.5) EA; 9, 25 February 1961 (107.5) DB. 2 mi. SE Teapa: d, 2 
March 1959 (98.9) DL. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 42): La Palma, 2 
June 1939. Ridgway (19l6: 49):Teapa; Frontera; San Juan 3autista [Villa- 
hermosa]; A^asta. Salvin and Godman (1896: 529): Teapa. Shelley (1891: 
376): Teapa, two, February. Iv'eber (1945: 191): La Venta*
The Squirrel Cuckoo is a very common permanent resident of the rain
forest and dry tropical evergreen woods of Tabasco and can also on occasion
be seen in scattered trees in the coastal region. It inhabits the middle
to upper levels of the forest, and, being rather secretive (slinking about
the treetops in the manner of a squirrel), is easily overlooked. In any
area that it occupies, its call note is a better guide to its abundance
than are sight observations. In addition to the localities listed above,
I have recorded the Squirrel Cuckoo from the Ocuapan, Chontalpa, Balancan,
Coccyzus minor continentalis van Rossem, Bull. Mas. Comp. Zool,, 
77, 1934: 389 (Volcan de Santa Ana, Sonsonate, El Salvador).
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and Tenosique regions. It was, however, found with greater regularity and 
in greater abundance in the Tenosique vicinity than elsewhere. The March 
male and the two females had slightly enlarged gonads.
Tabascan birds belong to the race P. £. thermophila.
Crotophaga 3ulcirostria Swainson 
Groove-billed Ani
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 2, 26 February 1959 (67.4) DB; <J, 14 
April 1959 (81.1) DB; 2, 5 May 1959 (71.7) DB; <?, 22 February 1961 (74.6) 
DB; 2, 25 February 1961 (64.0) EA. Balancan: 2, 29 April 1961 (72.6) DB. 
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Salvin and Godman (1896: 545): Teapa. Shelley (1891: 
433): Teapa, two, February.
The Groove-billed Ani is an abundant permanent resident throughout 
Tabasco and is one of the most numerous and widespread of all bird3 inha­
biting the State. Small flocks may be encountered in almost any type of 
habitat, but the anis prefer clearings at the forest edge, open marshland, 
thickets, and pastures. In general they avoid the dense rain forest, but 
I have on occasion seen them in this type of habitat also. They are often 
seen in association with cattle herds, and I have occasionally observed in­
dividuals feeding upon engorged ticks obtained from the backs of these 
animals. The female collected in May is the only specimen that had an en­
larged gonad.
■j pZ
The nominate race, C. s. sulcirostrisp^  ranges through Tabasco.
Tapera naevia (Linnaeus)
Striped Cuckoo
125pjaya thermophila Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 27, 1859:
368 (Jalapa, Veracruz, Mexico).
126crotophaga sulcirostris Swainson, Philos. Mag., 1, 1827: 440 
(Temascaltepee, MexicoJI
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: <f, 20 May 1959 (57.4) DB; cf, 21 March 
i960 (64.4) DL; tf, 27 March I960 (69.3) DL. Balancan: 9, 24 April 1961 (60. 
3) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1940a: 543): Teapa; Tenosique, six. 
Brodkorb (1943: 42): Tenosique, six, 13-29 June 1939; Teapa, March 1888. 
Ridgway (1916: 69): Teapa, two. Salvin and Godman (1896: 540): Teapa. 
Shelley (1891: 425): Teapa, three, February and March.
This uncommon cuckoo is a resident of the open brush and thickets 
growing in either marshland or relatively dry terrain. It is more often 
heard than seen; but, when it is seen, it is usually observed, uttering its 
distinctive call from the top of a small thicket or utility wire. The call 
of the Striped Cuckoo is a double-noted whi3tle (the second note higher) 
and is very loud and piercing. Of my fourteen records for this cuckoo, 
nine are based on the call alone. In addition to the specimen localities 
already mentioned, I have observed the species at the following locations:
10 miles south of Chontalpa; 17 miles north of Villaheraosa; 12 miles south 
of Villahermosa; the juncture of the Rfos Grijalva and Usumacinta; 7 miles 
east of Ciudad Pemex; and Qniliano Zapata. Although I assume this species 
to be a permanent resident, I have never found it during the winter months. 
The probable reason, however, is the silence of the bird at that time of 
the year. The female collected in April had a greatly enlarged ovary, and 
the two males collected in March had enlarged teste3 but the male collected 
in May had only slightly enlarged testes,
•) 07
Ihe Tabascan birds are referable to T. n. excellens. '
Family TYT0NIDAE 
Tyto alba (Scopoli)
Barn Owl
^•^Diplopterus excellens Sclater. Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 25, 1857: 
229 (southern Mexico)•
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SPECIMENS, LSUMZ.—  11 mi. N Teapa: 2, 13 April 1939 (468.6) DL. 2 3/4 
mi. E Teapa: <5, 22 February I960 (442.0) Jtf. PUBLISHED RECOriPS. Bent (1938: 
151): Macuspana. Rovirosa (1887: 375): Macuspana to the Gulf of Mexico.
There are few records for the occurrence of this owl in Tabasco, al­
though it is probably more numerous than realized. In addition to the 
specimen records cited above, there are two sight observations. E. T. 
Armstrong and I saw an individual flying over the swamp southeast of Mira­
mar shortly after sunset on 3 March 1961. On 21 October 1961, a Barn Owl 
was flushed from a cave 2 miles east of Teapa along the Tacotaipa road.
I assume that the species is a permanent resident in Tabasco. The female 
collected in April had a greatly enlarged ovary, and the male collected in 
February had slightly enlarged testes.
The subspecies occurring in Thbasco is T. a. pratincola.^ -^
Family STRIGIDAE 
Lophostrix cristata (Daudin)
Crested Owl
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: d, 23 March 1961 (424.9) DB; 9,
23 March 1961 (620.1) DB.
The two specimens cited above constitute the only records for this 
species from the State. On 23 March 1961, during the daylight hours, this 
pair was seen sitting together about 20 feet above the ground in the dense 
rain forest 10 miles south of Chontalpa. Both birds were in breeding con­
dition, and the female contained ovarian eggs.
^•^Strix Pratincola 3onaparte, Geogr. and Comp. List, 1838 : 7 (no 
locality [Pennsylvania) ).
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The Tabascan birds are referable to L. c. stricklandi.^9
[ Bubo virginianus (Qmelin) ]
Great Horned Orl
PU3LI5HH) RECORD. Rovirosa (188?: 375): Macuspana to Gulf of Mexico.
Although Rovirosa (1887: 375) states that this species occurs from 
Macuspana to the Gulf of Mexico, Friedmann et al. (1950: 143) do not in­
clude Tabasco within its range. Rovirosa is possibly in error, and this 
species should not be included on the list of birds occurring in Tabasco 
on the basis of this record alone.
Brodkorb (1943: 42) lists Rovirosa’s record under the race B. v.
. 130 mavensis.
Glaucidium minutissimum (Wied)
Least Pygmy Owl
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SW Ocuapan: 6, 10 December 1961 (51.1) DB, w.SS.5, 
t.53. 7 mi. S Chontalpa: d, 7 December 1961 (49.3) LB, w.89, t.50.
Within Tabasco the only known records for the Least Pygmy Owl are the 
two specimens cited above and a bird captured in a mist net and banded by 
W. P. Nickell and K. D. 3ailey (in litt.) at Teapa in February I960. The 
bird from 7 miles south of Chontalpa was taken in rain forest, and the in­
dividual from 8 miles southwest of Ocuapan (two birds were observed) was 
collected in a small grove of tall trees at the edge of the savanna. Both
^ ^ Lophostrix stricklandi Sclater and Salvin, Ibis, 1359: 221 (Vera 
Paz, Guatemala).
130
Bubo virginianus mayensis Nelson, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington,
14, 1901: 170 (ChichSn Itza, Yucatan, Mexico).
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birds were attracted, during the daylight hours, by sin imitation of their 
call, which is similar to that of Glaucidium brasilianum, but clearer in 
tone with the notes in series of three to five rather than continously.
The testes of neither specimen were enlarged,
L. C, Binford collected, on 24 November 1961, a specimen of this spe­
cies in the cloud forest 15 miles southwest of Valle Nacional, Oaxaca, at 
4100 feet elevation. In appearance and measurements (w.S5, t.50), this 
bird is almost identical to the Tabascan birds. Moore (1947: 144) named 
the race G. m. o c c u l t u m ^ l on the basis of two specimens, one from Moctum 
(Mt. Zempoaltepec), Oaxaca, and the other from Palenque, Chiapas, Geo­
graphically, Binford’s bird from Oaxaca and my Tabascan birds should be­
long tc this race. I have compared them with Moore’s specimens, and they 
are, however, quite distinct and differ from those specimens in the fol­
lowing characteristics: the back is chocolate brown rather than reddish
brown; the pale bars of the tail are smaller and are white rather than 
buffy; the crown is of an earth brown (approaching gray) rather than red­
dish brown and is almost devoid of spots, except at the periphery; the 
brownish streaks of the under parts are darker and less reddish than oc- 
cultum; and the thighs are darker, almost russet, rather than bu'Ty. There 
is, however, no appreciable difference in measurements. 1-fcr specimens, in 
some respects, demonstrate intermediacy between G. m. sanchezi^2 of San 
Luis Potos£ and G. m. g r i s e i c e p s - '-33 of Guatemala and Honduras. They differ
-^'-Glaucidium minutiasiaum occultum Moore, Proc. Biol. Soc. .Washing­
ton, 60, 1947: 144 (Moctum, Mt. Zempoaltepec, Oaxaca, Mexico).
Glaucidium minutissimum sane he zi Lowery and Newman, Occ. Papers 
Louisiana State Univ. Mus. Zool., 22, 1949: 1 (Llano de Garzas, near Cerro 
Conejo, San Luis Potosi, Mexico).
•'•-^Glaucidium griseiceps Sharpe, Ibis, 1875: 41, pi. 2 (Guatemala).
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from sanchezi in possessing a shorter tail with three pale bars rather than 
four to five, a chocolate brown rather than earth brown or reddish brown 
back, and darker brown rather than reddish brown ventral streaks. Ity spe­
cimens differ from griseiceps in lacking the spotting on the crown and in 
possessing an earth brown (approaching gray) rather than a distinct gray 
crown. A few sepcimens of griseiceps possess the chocolate brown back that 
is a distinctive feature of 3inford*s Oaxacan bird and my Tabascan birds.
Xre obviously do not possess enough material to make any definite decisions 
at this time. The above discussion was based on the examination of five 
specimens of the race sanchezi from San Luis Potosf, two specimens of 
occultum from Caxaca and Chiapas, and five specimens of griseiceps from 
Honduras.
Glaucidium brasilianum (Qnelin)
Ferruginous f^ gny Owl
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  13 mi. S Villahermosa: <$, 23 March 1959 (64.$) DB. I 
mi. E Teapa: 2, 7 March 1959 (79.9) DL; ?, 26 February I960 (76.3)
Pato, 9 mi. N Balancan: <?, 1$ May 1961 (53.4) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Ridg­
way (1914: 793): Frontera; Teapa. Salvin and Godman (1897: 34): Teapa,
This little owl is a very cosroon permanent resident throughout the 
State wherever there are small stands of trees. It may be seen both dur­
ing the daytime and at night, often sitting at the top of a utility pole 
or on one of its crossbars. Its call, an indefinitely long series of 
whistled notes, is a familiar sound at dusk and later during the night.
An initation of the call of this species is very effective in attracting 
small passerine birds. This fact may be indicative of the abundance of 
this little owl. I have records for this species from the vicinities of 
Sanchez Magallanes, Chontalpa, Frontera, Villahermosa, Teapa, Balancan,
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and Tenosique. The University of Kansas has two skeletons obtained by 
R. W. Dickerman on 12 May 1955, 6 miles southeast of Tulipan. The March 
female had ovarian eggs, and the two males, collected in March and May, 
had enlarged testes.
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  2 mi. Sit Ocuapan: 9, 9 December 1961 (127.9) D3.
There are only two records for the occurrence of this species in 
Tabasco. The specimen cited above was flushed from the road 2 miles south­
west of Ocuapan in the open savanna on the evening of 9 December 1961. The 
bird flew a short distance and landed on a small snag, from which it was 
collected. On the following night another 3urrowing Owl was seen by L. C. 
Binford and myself 14 miles northeast of Francisco Rueda. The ovary of the 
collected specimen was not enlarged.
The race to which I refer this bird is 3. £ .  h y o u g a e a . - ^ 5
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: cf, 28 February 1959 (309.2) DL; 2, 30 
March 1959 (271.5) DB; 9, 1 May 1959 (393.6) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brod­
korb (1943: 43): Tenosique, 29 June 1939. Ridgway (1914: 765): Teapa: 
Montecristo [Eniliano Zapata]. Salvin and Godman (1897: 29): Teapa. Thomp­
son (1962; 174): 5 mi. SW Teapa, 24 May 1955; Macuspana, 3 May 1955.
The Mottled Wood (VI is a common permanent resident of the rain forest
Glaucidium ridgwayi Sharpe, Ibis, 1875: 55 (Central America [=Mexico]).
I refer Ihbascan birds to G. b. r i d g w a y i .134
Speotyto cunicularia (Molina) 
Burrowing Owl
Ciccaba virgata (Cassin) 
Mottled Wood Owl
134,
era Unit _ tiver]).
Ornith., 1, 1825: 72, pi. 7 (west-
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belt. Being nocturnal, this species is not often seen; but, once the call 
is learned, its true abundance is better appreciated. Occasionally an in­
dividual will be flushed from its roost during the day. The Mottled Wood 
Owl is rather inquisitive, and on one occasion an individual entered the 
building in which my companion and I were living. There are records for 
this species from the Ocuapan, Cardenas (R. W, Dickerman, in litt.), Chcn- 
talpa, Teapa, Macuspana, and Tenosique regions. The male collected in 
February had greatly enlarged testes, but the females collected in March 
and May had only slightly enlarged ovaries.
Brodkorb (1943: 43) states that the Tenosique specimen "has a plain 
white crissum and light-colored, ’unbarred feet." He feels that it is in­
termediate toward C. v. eatonl-^ 6  of Campeche; however, most authorities 
today consider eatoni to be merely a light phase of C. v. c e n t r a l i s .137 
I thus refer all Tabascan specimens to centralis.
Family NYCTIBIIDAE 
flyctibius griseus (Gnelin)
Common Potoo
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. N Teapa: 9, 22 February I960 (276.7) DL. 9 
mi. N Teapa: 9, 22 February I960 (251.6) DL. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Hartert 
(1892: 625): Teapa, February. Ridgway (1914: 592): Teapa. Salvin and 
Godman (1894: 399): Teapa*
This uncommon permanent resident is a nocturnal inhabitant of the open 
marshland and savanna where there are upright 3nags or fence posts to provide
^ ^ Ciccaba virgata eatoni Kelso and Kelso, Auk, 53, 1936: 215 
(Apazote, Campeche, Mexico).
137Ciccaba virgata centralis Grisccm, Bull. Mus. Comp. ZoCl., 69, 
1929: 159 (Chivela, Oaxaca, Mexico).
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perches, T$rpically this species is found sitting in an upright position 
at the top of such a post or snag and usually appears to be a mere continu­
ation of its perch. At night, however, it is easily located at long dis­
tances because of the great amount of light reflected by its eyes. It is 
easily blinded by a flashlight beam, and L. C. Binford was able to capture 
an individual by applying this principle. Upon seizure the potoo emits a 
"blood-curdling” scream, which, combined with the size of its gape, is us­
ually sufficient to frighten the captor into releasing its victim. In 
flight this species resembles a hawk, but at rest it is more reminiscent 
of an owl. The Common Potoo appears to be rather sporadic in its distribu­
tion. On 22 February I960, D. M. Lay 3aw three of these birds near Huaste- 
cas, 9 to 10 miles north of Teapa, I have visited this same area on a 
number of occasions specifically in search of this species but have never 
found it there. Cta 9, 10, and 11 December 1961, however, in the open sa­
vanna and marshland near Huimanguillo and Ocuapan, L. C. Binford and I 
found it to be common. The University of Kansas has a specimen collected 
by R. W. Dickerman at Macuspana on 3 May 1955. I know of no other locali­
ties within the State where this bird occurs. The female collected 9 miles 
north of Teapa had a slightly enlarged ovary, but that of the the other 
specimen was not enlarged.
The race extending its range into Thbasco is N. g, mexicanus.^8
138ffyctibius jamaicensis mexi canus Nelson, Auk, 17, 1900 : 260 
(Metlaltoyuca, Puebla, Mexico).
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Family CAPRINULdlDAE 
Chordeiles acatipennis (Hermann)
Lesser Nighthawk
SPECIMENS. LblJMZ.—  17 mi. N Teapa: 9, 20 March 1959 (42.1) DL, w.169, 
t.106. 14 mi. N Teapa: d, 16 April 1959 (49.5) DB, w.163, t.94. Balancan:
<J, 25 April 1961 (59.6) DB, w.167, t.102. PUBLISHED RECORD. Ridgway (1914: 
579): Montecristo [Eniliano Zapata].
There are records for the occurrence of this species in Thbasco for 
dates ranging from 15 January to 15 May, but it is probably present in 
the State through the surner months also. I have never personally observed 
it during the winter months, but the University of Kansas has a specimen 
collected by W. W, Dalquest at Frontera on 15 January 1947. The Lesser 
Nighthawk is common locally at least at times, and there are records from 
near Frontera, Villahermosa, Teapa, Jonuta, Eniliano Zapata, and Balancan. 
Because of the difficulty in field differentiation, it is always conceiv­
able that some of the birds seen may have been Chordeiles minor, particu­
larly the individuals in flight high overhead. Chordeiles acutipenni3 is 
usually encountered at dusk flying low over bodies of water. D, M. Lay 
saw flock3 of fifteen to thirty feeding at dusk over the Rio Usumacinta at 
Balancin during April I960. During the daylight this species is occasiorv- 
ally found roosting on exposed horizontal limbs of trees. The April males 
had slightly enlarged gonads.
The two males from Tabasco are clearly referable to C. a. micromeri3.-^9 
the breeding race in southern Mexico. The female, however, has wing and 
tail measurements that are greater than the upper extreme given by Ridgway
•^39chordeile3 acutipennis micromeris Oberholser, Bull. U. 5. Nat. 
Mus., 36, 1914: 100 (Xbac, Yucatan," Mexico).
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(1914: 577) for that race, but are also slightly below the average measure­
ments for C. a. texensis.-1'^ This bird agrees -with texensis by being very 
light in coloration. I, therefore, refer it to that race. Examples of 
texensis in Tabasco would be merely migrants.
flyctidromus albicollis (Gnelin)
Pauraque
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  2 mi. S Chontalpa: 9, 24 March 196I (70.1) DB, w.167, 
t.152. 10 mi. S Miramar: 9, 7 May 1959 (61.2) DB, w.l6l, t.153; <?, 7 May 
1959 (54.0) DB; d, 7 May 1959 (59.3) DB, w.170, t.167. 16 mi. S Villaher­
mosa: cf, 16 April 1959 (73.6) DB, w.163, t.159. 17 mi. N Teapa: d, 20
March 1959 (62.2) D3, w.167, t.l6l. 13 mi. N Teapa: 9, 11 March 1959 (60.
0) DL, w.150, t.134. S mi. E Teapa, Tacotalpa road: 9, 29 March 1959 (74.
7) DB, w.164, t.150. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 44): Balancan, six, 
10-16 May 1939; Ttenosique, two, 27 June 1939; Teapa, 18 March 1900. Ifar- 
tert (1892: 589): Teapa, five, February. Ridgway (1912: 91): Teapa, 10 
March 1900. Ridgway (1914: 543): Frontera, March; Teapa, March; Montecristo 
[Bniliano Zapata], Salvin and Godman (1894: 394): Teapa. Weber (1945: 192) 
La Venta.
The Pauraque is an abundant permanent resident throughout the State, 
especially in the open marshland or clearings bordering the forest. At dusk 
this species often congregates in numbers along the roadsides and trails, 
from where it is frequently flushed. Being crepuscular and nocturnal in 
habits, it is not often observed during the daylight hours, although an in­
dividual is occasionally flushed from the forest floor in daytime. The call 
of this bird is well known and may be heard every evening during the spring 
months (especially March through May) and occasionally during other times 
of the year. The specimens, collected from 11 March to 7 May, were all in 
breeding condition.
^ ^Chordeiles texensis Lawrence, Ann. Iyc. Nat. Hist. New York, 6, 
I856: 167 (Texas [^Ringgold Barracks near Rio Grande City]).
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Tabascan birds are referable to N. a. y u c a t a n e n s i s Ihe female 
collected 13 miles north of Tsapa, however, is much smaller than the other 
specimens and agrees in measurements with those given by Ridgway (1914:
539) for N. a. albicollis, ^-42 the Central American race. The specimen is 
probably, however, merely an aberrant member of the race yucatanensis, as 
it does not appear to differ in any other respect. The type locality of the 
race N. a. jumichrasti^^ was originally given by Ridgway (1912: 91) as 
Teapa, but he later corrected his error and cited the locality as Frontera 
(Ridgway, 1914: 544). This form is, however, no longer considered to be 
valid.
Caprimulgus carolinensis Gnelin 
Chuck-wili's-widow
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. S Villahermosa: 9, skeleton, 26 October 1961 
(no wt.) MB. 8 mi. E Teapa, Tacotalpa raod: 9, 29 March 1959 (111.9) D3.
On 29 March 1959, 8 miles east of Teapa, a native guide. shot the 
first specimen of this species for the State. On 1 April 1961, 7 miles 
south of Chontalpa, E. T. Armstrong and I flushed a caprimulgid that was 
almost certainly of this species. Later, on 26 October 1961, L. C. Binford, 
F. M. Berrett, and I found a carcass of this species on the highway 7 miles 
south of Villahermosa. Although records are scarce, the Chuck-will*s-widow 
is probably a regular migrant through Tabasco. The collected specimens had 
slightly enlarged ovaries.
■^•Nyctidromus albicollis yucatanensis Nelson, Proc. Biol. Soc. 
Washington, 14, 1901: 171 (Tunicas, Yucatan, Mexico).
•^ ■^ [Caprimulgus] albicollis Ghielin, Syst. Nat., 1, pt. 2, 1789:
1030 (CayenneJ.
Nyctidromus albicollis sumichrasti Ridgway, Proc. Biol. See. 
'Washington, 25, 1912: 91 (Teapa [=Frontera, Tabasco, Mexico]).
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Caprimulgus vociferus Wilson 
Whip-poor-will
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Friedmann et al. (1950: 156): Tabasco. Rovirosa (1887: 
369): Rio Macuspana.
The record by Rovirosa is, to my knowledge, the only report of this
North American species from Tabasco.
Friedmann et al. (1950: 156) cite this record under the nominate race
C. v. vociferus.
* Caprimulgus maculicaudus (Lawrence)
Spot-tailed Nightjar 
L. I. Davis (in litt.) informs me that he has heard this species on 
the open savanna of western Tabsco.
Family APCDIDAE
Streptoprocne zonaris (Shaw)
White-collared Swift
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  12 mi. S Villahermosa: d, 3 April 1959 (111.6) DB. 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Friedmann et al. (1950: 158): Macuspana.
This common permanent resident is the most abundant of Tabascan swifts.
It is usually seen in flocks, ranging up to two hundred in number, circling
high overhead. At Teapa this species is often seen high over the forest-
covered foothills in the late evening. Occasionally the White-collared
Swift will feed low, particularly on overcast days. On 3 April 1959, 12
miles south of Villahermosa, a flock of approximately two hundred individuals
^ ^ Caprimulgus vociferus Wilson, Araer. Gmith., 5, 1812: 71, pi.
41 (Pennsylvania [-Philadelphia, Pennsylvania]).
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was observed flying back and forth across the highway, often within a few 
feet of the road, white-collared Swifts are usually seen in the early 
morning or late evening, but on overcast days they may feed at almost any 
hour. This species appears to be more common as one approaches the Chiapas 
mountains, but it may be expected at almost any locality within the State. 
There are records from near La Venta, Chontalpa, Villahermosa, Teapa, Macus- 
pana, Balancan (one individual), and Tenosique. The collected specimen 
had slightly enlarged testes.
Ihe subspecies that occurs in Tabasco is S. si. m e x i c a n a .^-5
Chaetura pelagica (Linnaeus)
Chimney Swift
SPECIMEN. L5UKZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 23 March 1959 (22.6) DL.
The Chimney Swift is probably a regular migrant through Tabasco, but 
the only specimen of this species taken within the State is the individual 
cited above, collected by D, K. Lay at Teapa on 23 March 1959# Cn 16 April 
1961 at the same locality, L. C. Binford observed a flock of approximately 
sixty individuals; and, after hearing them call, he was able to identify 
them to species. Although swifts of the genus Chaetura are common locally 
and periodically within the State, to identify them specifically in the 
field or to collect one is not an easy task. Flocks of Chaetura have been 
noted near Teapa (23 March to 16 April), Tenosique (5 to 14 November), and 
the mouth of the Rio San Pedro y San Pablo (a flock of twenty-five on 6 
March 1961). Hie dates indicate that these flocks were probably migrating
Streptoprocne zonaris mexicana ftidgway, Proc. Biol. See. Wash­
ington, 23, 1910s 53 (Rio Seco, near C6rdova, Veracruz, Mexico).
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birds. It is highly probable that some of these birds were C. vauxi, and 
it is also feasible that some could have been C. rutila. The specimen col­
lected by Lay had a slightly enlarged ovary.
* Panyptila cayennensis (Gmelin)
Swallow-tailed Swift 
Ihere are only two records, both sight observations, for this rare 
swift from Tabasco. On 22 May 1961, 3. T. Armstrong and I saw an indivi­
dual of this species along the road between Balancan and Triunfo, The 
bird flew past us two or three times within a distance of thirty to fifty 
feet and afforded us an excellent view. Near camp 8 miles southeast of 
Tenosique on 14 November 1961, L. C, Binford observed two Swallow-tailed 
Swifts in flight high overhead.
Family TRCCHILIDAE 
Phaethornis superciliosus (Linnaeus)
Long-tailed Hermit
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: rf?, 19 March 1959 (7.0) DL; 9, 16 Febru­
ary 19(51 (11.4) EA. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 44): La Palma, 2 
June 1939; Teapa, 7 April 1900. Friedmann et al. (1950: 162): La Palma. 
Ridgway (1911: 323): Teapa.
This hummingbird is a common permanent resident of the understory of
humid rain forest, I have records for this species from the Chontalpa,
Teapa, and Tenosique regions, but only in the vicinity of Teapa does it
approach in abundance its near relative P. longuemareus. There are no
records of the Long-tailed Hermit from the marshy coastal section nor the
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dry savanna near Balancan. In habits this species is very similar to its 
smaller relative. Neither of the specimens was in breeding condition.
P. s. veraecrucis-^ differs from P. s. longirostris^  ^in the poss­
ession of pure white (or merely tinged with buff) tips to the lateral rec- 
trices rather than creamy buff tips. The race veraecrucis extends from 
Veracruz into western Tabasco, and birds as far east as Tfeapa are quite 
typical of this form. Brodkorb (1943: 44) assigned the La Palma specimen 
to longirostris. The two races apparently intergrade in the vicinity of 
Palenque, Chiapas (Friedmann et al. 1950: 161).
Phaethornis longuemareus (Lesson)
Little Hermit
SPECIMEN» LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: ?, 27 March 1959 (3.2) DB. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Ridgway (1911: 325): Frcntera. Salvin (1892: 283): Iteapa, two, 
February. Salvin and Godman (1892: 320): Teapa.
This very common permanent resident is one of the more abundant hum­
mingbirds of the understory of the humid rain forest of the State. It is 
also occasionally found in the dry tropical everg^o^n woods near Balancan, 
Although Ridgway (1911: 325) reports a specimen from Frontera, I have never 
recorded this species from the coastal district. I found it most numerous 
in the Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosique regions. At my camp 8 miles south­
east of Tenosique, it was the most abundant member of its family and the 
only hummingbird reported every day. The Little Hermit is a very inquistive
• ^ Phaethornis longirostris veraecrucis Ridgway, Proc. Biol. Soc. 
Washington, 23, 1910: 54 (Buena Vista, Veracruz, Mexico).
•*•^•7Crnismya longirostris DeLattre, Scho du Monde Savant, 1843: no. 
45, col. 1070 (Guatemala).
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and fearless creature and will often fly up to within inches of an obser­
ver's face, remain suspended in the air momentarily, and then dart away. 
Along with Phaethornis superciliosus, it was often observed at water holes 
in the rain forest. The bird would dive into the water, fly to a nearby 
twig to fan its wings, and then return to the water. The wings of this 
species produce a characteristic sound, and the bird is usually heard be­
fore it is seen. On 21 February 1961 at Teapa, I observed an individual 
singing on a twig near the ground. The song was so high-pitched and such 
a feeble effort that it was difficult to discern,
P. 1. adolphi^^  occurs in Tabasco.
Campylopterus hemileucurus (Deppe)
Violet Sa’orewing
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 20 March 1959 (7.6) DL. PUBLISHED
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 45): Teapa, two. Ridgway (1911: 359): Teapa.
✓
On 20 March 1959 at Teapa, D. M. Lay captured a female of this spe­
cies in a mist net at the rain forest edge. The only sight record supple­
menting the specimen records listed above is the observation of a female 
by L. C. Binford in the rain forest 7 miles south of Chontalpa on 25 Octo­
ber 1961. The specimen captured by Lay was not in breeding condition.
I refer Tabascan birds to C. h, hemileucurus.^9
Florisuga niellivora (Linnaeus)
White-necked Jacobin
^^Phaethornis adolphi Gould, Monog. Trochilidae, 1, lo?7: pi. 35 
(Cordova, Veracruz, Mexico).
'^^Trochilus hemileucurus Deppe, Preis-Verz. Saug.-Vog., Mexico, 
1830: 1, no. 33 (Mexico).
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SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. S Chontalpa: d, 14 April 1961 (7.0) DB.
The specimen listed above, shot by L. C. Binford, is the only record 
for this species frcui Tabasco. It was obtained from the understory of 
dense, humid rain forest. The testes of this specimen were slightly en­
larged .
F. m. mellivora'^ ^ occurs from southern Mexico to Bolivia and Brazil.
Anthracothorax prevostii (Lesson)
Green-breasted Mango
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  La Venta: d, 29 March 1961 (7.0) DB. 8 mi. Teapa: 
9, 11 April 1959 (6.8) DB. Balancan: d, 25 April 1961 (6.4) EA.
In general distribution throughout the State, the Green-breasted Mango 
is uncommon and sporadic; but, during my visit near Balancan, the only hum­
mingbirds exceeding this species in abundance were Amazilia Candida and 
Amazilia tzacatl. The Green-breasted Mango was usually seen in the open 
hovering near flowering trees, but on occasion an individual would be ob­
served in a dense patch of woods. At other localities also, this humming­
bird exhibited a preference for open country with small, scattered patches 
of brush and woods and was most obvious while feeding upon flowering trees 
and bushes. In addition to the specimen localities, this species has been 
seen near Chontalpa, Villahermosa, Teapa, and Cuidad Pemex. I have never 
encountered the Green-breasted Mango in Tabasco during the fall or winter 
months; but, since the bird is uncommon, this evidence cannot be construed 
as definite proof that this species does not winter in the State. The 
Tabascan specimens had slightly enlarged gonads.
I50[Trpchilus] melHvorus Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758:
121 (in Indiis [^Surinam]).
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The race occurring within the State is A. £. prevostii.-^
Ghlorostilbon canivetii (Lesson)
Fork-tailed Bnerald
SPSCIKiNS. LSUKZ.—  13. mi. N Balancan: d, 3 fey 1961 (2.4) D3; 9?, 9 May 
1961 (2.0) OB.
This species is known only from three general localities in the State: 
Balancan; Ocuapan; and Chontalpa, On 1 April 1961, I saw a male Fork-tailed 
Zinerald flying about low roadside brush at the rain forest edge 7 miles 
south of Chontalpa, On 8, 9, and 11 December 1961, individuals were noted 
in the open savanna southwest of Ccuapan, I have seen this species with 
regularity only in the open savanna north of Balancan, where it is a com­
mon permanent resident. It prefers open country and is most frequently 
observed while feeding at low, flowering shrubs. It is occasionally, how­
ever, encountered in the woods, for the female cited above was collected 
in a dense dry tropical evergreen forest. The specimens did not possess 
enlarged gonads.
The race of this species that ranges through the State is C. c. 
rp
canivetii.
Hylocharis eliciae (Bourcier and Kulsant)
Blue-throated Goldentail
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. S Chontalpa: 9, 1 Aoril 1961 (3.0) DB; d, 14 
April 1961 (3.0) DB.
^ ^ Trochilus prevostii Lesson, Hist. Hat. Colibris, Suppi. 
Ois.-Kouch., 1832: 87, pi. 24 (South America).
152Qrnismya caravetn Lesson, Hist. Nat. Colibris, Suppl. Gis.- 
Kouch., 1832: 174, pi. 37, 33 (Brazil [=Jalapa, Veracruz, Mexico]).
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The Blue-throated Goldentail is known from but one locality in the 
State, 7 miles south of Chontalpa. Here I collected the first specimen for 
Tabasco on 1 April 1961. Later, on 14 April 1961, five individuals were 
seen by E. T. Armstrong, L. C. Binford, L. L. Wolf, and myself in the dense 
understory of humid rain forest; one of these birds was also collected.
On that day the Blue-throated Goldentail and Anthracothorax prevostii were 
the most common hummingbirds at that particular locality. Although I re­
turned to the area several times during the following fall and winter months, 
the species was not seen again. Neither of the specimens had enlarged 
gonads.
Amazilia Candida (Bourcier and Kulsant)
'White-bellied Hie raid
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: c?, 10 March 1959 (4.4) D3; 6, 25 March 
1959 (3.3) DB; 9, 26 March 1959 (3.0) DB; o*, 20 February 1961 (3.7) EA. 
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkoro (1943: 45): Balancan, three, 11-17 May 1939; 
Tenosique, 15 June 1939. Ridgway (1911: 433): Teapa.
This permanent resident, with the possible exception of Amazilia 
tzacatl, is the most common hummingbird in Thbasco, The White-bellied 
Bnerald is typically a bird of the rain forest belt; but, although it is 
most numerous there, it may be encountered occasionally in almost any 
wooded area throughout the State. According to my records, of the birds 
within the three rain forest regions, Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosique, 
this species was more abundant than Amazilia tzacatl only at Chontalpa.
In the dry tropical evergreen woods near Balancan, the two species were 
equal in abundance. I have records for Amazilia Candida from two coastal 
localities, Rio San Pedro y San Pablo and Sanchez Kagallanes, where it 
was seen in flowering brush at the edge of the mangroves. In the rain 
forest belt, the White-bellied Bnerald may be found in the dense woods or
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at its edge. It is common in the fairly open groves of cacao, coffee, and 
rubber that are located at the margin of the forest. On 30 March 1961, I 
found a nest of this species in dense rain forest 10 miles south of Chontal­
pa. It was located on a horizontal limb, 12 to 15 feet above the ground.
The March males had enlarged testes, but the female had only a slightly en­
larged ovary.
A. £. candida~^  is the subspecies occurring in Tabasco.
Amazilia cyanocephala (Lesson)
Red-billed Azurecrown 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Pato, 9 rd. II Balancan: d, 14 toy 1961 (5.4) DB.
The Red-billed Azurecrown is known from but one locality in the State, 
Pato, 9 miles north of Balancan. Cn 14 May 1961 in one dense patch of 
shrubs at the edge of the dry savanna, I counted seven individuals of this 
species. The shrubs were in bloom, and several species of hummingbirds 
were present, but this form was the most numerous. I did not return to 
this specific locality and never saw the species elsewhere. The testes of 
the collected specimen were only slightly enlarged,
I refer the specimen to A. c_. cyanocephala.
Amazilia yucatanensis (Cabot)
Buff-bellied Hummingbird
•^53 g'rochilus candidus Bourcier and Mulsant, Ann. Sci. Phys. et 
Nat., d'Agric. et d'Ind., Soc. Roy., etc., Iyon, 9, 1846: 326 (Coban, 
Guatemala).
^ ^ Omismya cyanocephalus Lesson, Hist. Nat. Gis.-Mouch., 1829:
45 (Brazil (=Veracruz, Mexico]).
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. S Huimanguillo: <3, 6 December 1961 (4.5) DB.
1 mi. S mouth Rio San Pedro y San Pablo: cf, 6 March 1961 (4.1) EA; «f, 6 
March 1961 (4.3) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Paynter (1955: 149): San Juan 
Bautista [VillahermosaTT Ridgway (l9H: 413) San Juan Bautista [Villaher- 
mosa],
Within Tabasco this species is a common inhabitant of open country in 
contrast to the preference of Amazilia tzacatl for the forest. Within the 
open savanna near Balancan, Eniliano Zapata, and Ocuapan, it was one of the 
most numerous hummingbirds. Near the mouth of the Rio San Pedro y San Pablo 
and at Sanchez Magallanes, in the coastal scrub bordering the mangroves, 
the Buff-bellied Hummingbird was found to be the most plentiful member of 
its family. It may also be seen in the brushy areas on the fringes of the 
open marshland near such localities as La Venta, Huimanguillo, Villa'nermosa, 
or Ciudad Pemex. It is usually observed feeding about flowering shrubs in 
the open, but on occasion it may be seen at the forest edge. At 3alancan 
it was sometimes encountered in the oak groves. The December male had lar­
ger gonads than the two March birds.
Friedmann et al. (1950: 172) state that A. cerviniventris^ 5 occurs 
from Puebla and Veracruz southward to Campeche (no previous record for Th- 
basco) and that A. jr. yucatanensisl56 occupies the Yucatan Peninsula. The 
two specimens collected in March at the mouth of the Rio San Pedro y San 
Pablo are referable to cerviniventris; however, the December bird from Hui­
manguillo is of the race yucatanensis. Concerning the Villahermosa speci­
men, Paynter (1955: 149) states that it was "probably merely a migrant there 
and A. jr. cerviniventris will be found to be the resident form." I agree
^ ^ Amazilius cerviniventris Gould, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 2A,
1856: 150 (Cordova, Veracruz, Mexico).
■> r L
~L-; Trochilus yucatanensis Cabot, Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., 2, 
1845: 74 (Yucatan, Mexico).
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with Paynter and feel that my December specimen, along with Ridgway !s bird, 
was probably a stray and that the resident form throughout the State is 
cerviniventris. In addition, yucatanensis possesses a distinct chestnut- 
colored abdomen, whereas that of cerviniventris is buff-colored. I collected 
my specimen of yucatanensis because of its distinct coloration, a condition 
that I had not noticed on any previous bird. It is odd, however, that the 
December bird had larger gonads than the other two specimens.
Amazilia tzacatl (De la Have)
Rieffer's Hummingbird
3P3CIH3NS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. £ Teapa: ?, 26 February 1959 (5.0) DB; 9, 21 
March 1959 (A.4) D3; ?, 9 March 1961 (4.9) 2A. Balancan: d, 29 April 1961 
(5.1) DB. PUBLISHED RECORD3. 3ent (1940: 443): Teapa. Brodkorb (1943: 4;): 
Balancan, two, 11-13 May 1939; La PaLma, two, 1-6 June 1939; Boca del Cerrc, 
two, 1-3 July 1939. Ridgway (1911: 409): Teapa; Prontera; San Juan Bau­
tista [Villahermosa]. Salvin (1392: 213): Teapa, four, March. Salvin and 
Godraan (1892: 301): Teapa.
This very common permanent resident, which competes with Amazilia 
Candida for the distinction of being the most abundant hummingbird in Tabas­
co, is typically an inhabitant of the rain forest belt and dense dry tropi­
cal evergreen woods, although it may occasionally be seen in aLmost any
wooded area. It is particularly numerous in the rair. forest areas of Chon­
talpa, Teapa, and Tenosique. It may be encountered in the dense forest or
at its edge, and it is common in the groves of cacao, coffee, and rubber
trees, Ridgway (1911: 409) records this species from near the coast at 
Frontera, and I have seen the bird at Sanchez Kagallar.es ana 5 miles north 
of Campo Magailanes. .Although Russell (MS.) and Paynter (1955: 150) report 
it as breeding in January and February, my specimens for February ard early 
March did not have distinguishable gonads. The April male, however, had 
enlarged testes, and the 21 March female had a slightly enlarged ovary.
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1 prr
Tabascan birds are referable to A. t. tzacatl.-? ■'
* Lainpornis clemenciae (Lesson)
Blue-throated Hummingbird
In February I960 at Teapa, W. P. Nickel! and K. D. 3ailey (in litt.) 
captured a specimen of this species in a mist net. The bird was banded 
and released. Their report is the o n l y  record for this hummingbird from 
Tabasco.
Heliothryx barroti (3curcier and Mulsant)
Barrot ’s Fa? ry
3P5CIM5N3. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SB Tenosique: 9, 4 November 19ol (5.1) DB; <?,
6 November 1961 (5.6) LB,
The first specimen of this species for Tabasco was collected on 4 
November 19ol near my camp 3 miles southeast of Tenosique. This bird sud­
denly appeared before me, hovered momentarily in front of my face after the 
manner of a hermit, and then darted away. It later returned and was col­
lected. L. 0. Binford and I saw an individual on 5 November, four indivi­
duals on 6 November, and one each on 12 and 13 November 1961. The birds 
were observed in the understory of dense rain forest or at its edge. On 
6 November 1961, Binford noted an individual bathing in a small stream in 
the forest. The tail of the female is strikingly long and forked, whereas 
that of the male is wedge-shaped. The male had enlarged testes, but the 
ovary of the female was not enlarged. The foregoing records are the first 
for the occurrence of this Central American species in Mexico.
^ ^ T [ rochilusj Tzacatl De la Llave, Registro Triuestre, 2, 1833:
48, no. 5 (Mexico).
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Heliomaster longirostris (Audebert and Vieillot)
Long-billed Starthroat
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1913: 46): Tenosique, IS June 1939. Fried­
mann et al. (1950: 178): Tenosique, 15 June.
The specimen cited above, collected on 1;" June 1939 at Tenosique, is
the only record for this species from the State.
Brodkorb (1943: 1?S) allocates this specimen to H. 1. oallidiceps.^^
Archilochis colubris (Linnaeus)
Ruby-thrcated Hummingbird 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Ridgway (1911: 630): Frontera.
Ihe specimen cited above is the only definite record for this North 
American migrant from the State. On 1? April 1961, 12 miles south of 
Villahermosa, L. C. 3inford, L. L. Wolf, and I observed a hummingbird that 
was probably of this species. It was seen in low, scattered brush. Lais 
species could easily be overlooked and may be more regular in occurrence 
in Tabasco daring the winter months than records indicate.
Family TR0G0NIDAE 
Trogon massena 'So'old 
Kassena Trogon
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 2, 15 March 1959 (167.5) DL; d\ 15 
March 1959 (170.9) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 47): Reforma 
[La Reforma], 22 May 1939; 15 km. N Reforma [La Reforma], 25 May 1939; La 
Palma, 1 June 1939; San Isidro, three, 8-10 June 1939; Tenosique, two, 15- 
23 June 1939; Santo Tomas, 23 June 1939. Ogilvie-Grant (1392: 475): Teapa,
Heliomaster pallidiceps Gould, Introd. Trochilidae, 1861: 139 
(Mexico and Guatemala [=Jalapa, Veracruz, Mexico]).
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February. Ridgway (1911: 746): Teapa. Salvin and Godman (13?6: 503):
Teapa. Vj'eber "(1945: 191): La Venta.
The Massena Trogon is a permanent resident of dense rain forest. That 
it prefers dense, undisturbed rain forest is indicated by its greater abun­
dance in the Tenosique region than elsewhere in the State. At Tenosique 
this species was recorded or. eight out of fourteen days of field work, while 
at Teapa, during approximately five months, it was seen on only four occa­
sions. I have not encountered t.nis bird elsewhere in Tabasco, Weber (1945: 
191) found it at La Venta but indicated that it was not sc common as Trogon 
nelanocephala. My failure to find Massena Trogons at La Venta in March 
1961 is probably due tc the disappearance of the rain forest since Weber’s 
visit in the spring of 1943. Vherever this species is found, it is usually 
quite obvious and conspicuous, and it is often seen feeding on fruits at the 
edge of a clearing. It ranges in the forest from the mid to upper levels.
The specimens collected in March had slightly enlarged gonads.
Trie nominate race _T, m. massena^ 9 occurs in Tabasco.
"I ApTrogon melanocephala Gould
Black-headed Trogon
159Trogon massena Gould, Monog. Trogonidae, 3, 1333: pi. 16 (Mexico).
T Lf)
I cannot agree that this species is best considered a race of 
T. citreolus. The union of these two allopatric populations certainly il­
lustrates well their close relationship; but, on the other hand, it tends 
to obliterate their obvious dissimilarities. T. melanocephala differs from 
T. citreolus in possessing the following characteristics: less white in
tail (producing different tail pattern); black head in male rather than 
gray; bright yellow rather than light yellow ’under parts; bright blue rump 
rather than green rump concolor -with back; and dark brown rather than bright 
yellow iris. In addition, the habitats of the two forms are different.
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 10 March 1959 (77.4) DB; 9, 24 
March 1959 (79.4) D3; d, IS February 1961 (73.7) D3. PUBLISHED RECORDS. 
Brodkorb (1943: 46): 3alancan, six, 13-17 May 1939; Reforma [La Reforma],
22 May 1939; Boca del Cerro, 4 July 1939. Ogilvie-Grant (1892: 463): Teapa, 
four, February and March. Ridgway (1911: 757): Teapa. Salvin and Godman 
(1896: 499): Teapa. Weber (1945: 191): La Venta.
This species is a very common permanent resident throughout Tabasco 
and is the most numerous member of its family inhabiting' the State. Trogon 
melanocephala superficially resembles Trogon violaceus and can easily be 
confused with it; but, whereas the latter species is virtually restricted 
to rain forest and tail dry tropical evergreen woods, the Black-headed Tro- 
gon may be found in a multitude of habitats. It is common at the forest 
margin and in areas devoted to the cultivation of cacao, coffee, and rubber, 
but is most numerous in dry brush, dry tropical evergreen woods, and oak 
groves, such as occur near Balancan. On 6 March l?6l, E. T, Armstrong re­
corded one of these trogons in a mangrove swamp near the mouth of the Rio 
San Pedro y San Pablo. Ihe species may also be seen in the rain forest, 
although it appears to avoid the denser sections. The bird collected on 
24 March had a slightly enlarged ovary. On 28 April at Balancan, a pair 
was observed in copulation.
T. m. melanoc ephala^*^ occurs through eastern Mexico to Costa Rica.
Trogon collaris Vieillot 
Collared Trogon
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.-- 1 mi. E Teapa: tf, 18 March 1961 (61.0) D3. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. 3rodkorb (1943: 46): Santo Tomas, two, 21-24 June 1939. Ridgway 
(l911: 777): Teapa, two.
^■^Tro-on melanoc ephala Gould, Monog. Trogonidae, 1835: pi. 6 (Tam- 
aulipas, Mexico).
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This rarest of Thbascan trogons, is an uncommon permanent resident of 
the middle level of dense, undisturbed rain forest. To date, the Collared 
Trogon has been observed only in the denser forests of the Chontalpa, Teapa, 
and Tenosique regions. Since the rain forest of the Tenosique region is 
the least disturbed of the forested sections of the State, this species, 
as would be expected, is more common there than elsewhere, I have only a 
few sight observations to supplement the specimen records: near camp 10 
miles south of Chontalpa, S. T. Armstrong saw two birds on 23 March 1961;
7 miles south of Chontalpa, L. L. Wolf observed two individuals on 14 April 
1961; 8 miles south of Chontalpa, I saw an individual on 5 December 1961; 
and 3 miles southeast of Tenosique, I recorded one bird per day on 3, 6,
3, and 14 November 1961, The specimen collected on 18 March had enlarged 
testes,
Tabascar. birds are referable to T. £. puella.~°
Trogon violaceus dnelin 
Violaceous Trogon
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.-- 6 mi. N2 Teapa: c?, 4 March 1959 (60.3) D3. 1 mi. E
Teapa: d, 10 March 1959 (53.6) DL; 2, 18 February 1961 (50.7) DB, PUB­
LISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 47): Tenosique, 13 June 1939. Cfeilvie- 
Grant (1392: 466): Teapa, four, January and February. Ridgway (1911: 733): 
Teapa. Salvin and Godman (1896: 500): Teapa,
The Violaceous Trogon is a common permanent resident of rain forest 
and tall dry tropical evergreen woods, but on occasion may be seen else­
where. On 6 March 1961, for example, I saw and heard an individual in a 
mangrove swamp near the mouth of the Rfo San Pedro y San Pablo and one
Trogon puella Gould, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 13, 1345: 18 
(Escuintia, South America [^Guatemala]).
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bird was observed in an oak grove at Pato, 9 miles north of Balancan, on 
15 May 1961. This species has a loud, conspicuous "cow-cow-cow" call and 
is more often heard than seen. Once this call is learned, the Violaceous 
Trogon is recognized to be more common than previously assumed. Five of 
the eight records for the Balancan area were based on voice. The February 
and March specimens were not in breeding condition,
T. v. braccatus-0- occurs within Tabasco,
Family ALCEDINIDAE 
Kegaceryle torcuata (Linnaeus)
Ringed Kingfisher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. N Teapa: d, 11 April 1959 (240.9) D3. PUB­
LISH® RECraDS. Brodkorb (1943: 47): Balancan, 15 May 1939. Ridgway (1914: 
Ail): Teapa. Rovirosa (1887: 369): Rio Macusp&na. Salvin and C-odman (189 
474): Teapa. Sharpe (1392: 122): Teapa, February. Weber (1945: 211): Rio 
Tonala.
The large Ringed Kingfisher is a very common permanent resident through­
out Tabasco. It is particularly abundant in the marshy coastal area and 
along the major waterways. It may be encountered, however, at almost any 
stream of water or pool large enough to support small fish. Ir. fact, it 
was seen on two occasions near my camp 11 miles north of Balancan, one of 
the driest sections of the State. This species is or.e of the more common 
and conspicuous birds observed in a drive along Highway ISO thro-ugh the 
coastal marshes fron La Ver.ta to Villahermosa and thence to Frcntera. A 
favorite perch of this and other kingfishers is a utility wire extending 
over a marsh. The male collected in April had slightly enlarged testes.
•^ -^ Aganus braccatus Cabanis and Heine, Kus. Hein., 1, 1863: 184 
(Mexico [=Valle Real, Veracruz]).
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The race that extends into Tabasco is M. t. torquata.-'-^ -
Megaceryle alcvon (Linnaeus)
Belted Kingfisher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. S Huimanguillo: cf, 15 March 1961 (142.5) DB. 
I6~rai. N Teapa: d“, 9 April 1959 (153.9) DB. PU3LI5H5D RBCOHDS. Rovirosa 
(1887: 370): Rio Macuspana. Weber (1945: 211): Rio Tonala.
The Belted Kingfisher is a common winter visitant to the coastal 
marshland of Tabasco. It is occasionally encountered as far south as Teapa 
or Chontalpa, but as yet there is no record from the eastern section of the 
State. My records for its occurrence in Tabasco extend from 24 October to 
22 April. It undoubtedly arrives in the State earlier than my first date 
indicates, since 24 October was also my own date of arrival, and the specie? 
■was already quite numerous. Cn the other hand, I was in Tabasco during the 
month of May in 1959 and in 1961, and I have yet to record this kingfisher 
in that month. The species appears to be most abundant during the months 
of October and April, but this situation is probably explained by the addi­
tion of migrating birds. Along Highway 180 between Villahermosa and Mira­
mar, for example, I counted thirty individuals of this species on 24 October 
1961. W. P. Nickell and K. D. Bailey (in litt.) banded a specimen at Teapa 
in February I960.
"* f  5Tabascan birds are referable to M. a. alcvon. ^
^ ^ [ Alcedo] torquata Linnaeus, Syst. Mat., ed. 12, 1, 1766: 180 
(Martinique and Mexico).
•^^[Alcedo] Alcyon Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 115 (in 
America [=South Carolina]).
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Chloroceryle amazona (Latham)
Amazon Kingfisher
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  17 mi. N Teapa: <*, 12 March 1959 (106.3) D3. PU3LISH3? 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 48): Balancan, 15 fey 1939. Ridgway (1914: 425): 
Teapa. Salvin and Godman (1895: 476): Teapa. Sharpe (1892: 129): Teapa, 
February.
This species, the most abundant green kingfisher in Tabasco, is a very 
common permanent resident of the marshy coastal section and the major water­
ways of the State. Along Highway 18C from La Venta to Villahermosa and 
Frontera, it. is very numerous, sharing with the other kingfishers the util­
ity wires that extend over the water. It is equally as abundant along the 
courses of the larger rivers. Near Teapa it is often observed quietly sit­
ting on a branch jutting out over the Rio Fuyacatengo or noisily flying 
along the course of that river. Near Villahermosa or. 13 April 1961, L. R. 
Vvolfe (in litt.) reported that he found a nest of this species in a hole in 
a stream bank. The hole was about 3 feet long, and the nest contained four 
slightly incubated eggs.
I refer Tabascan birds to C. a. m e x i c a n a . ^ 6
Chloroceryle americana (Ctaelin)
Green Kingfisher
SPECIMENS♦ LSUMZ.—  12 mi. N Teapa: 2, 11 April 1959 (44.2) DB. 1 mi- E 
Teapa, Rio Fuyacatengo: <5, 1 March 1961 (38.2) EA. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: c?,
8 November 1961 (30.2) KB. PU3LI3HED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1940a: 546): Re­
forma [La Reforma]; Tenosique, two. Brodkorb (1943: 48): Reforma [La Re- 
fcrma], 27 May 193°) Tenosique, two, 16 June 1939. Goldman (1911: 1): Teapa, 
March. Ridgway (1914: 431): Tsapa. Salvin and Godman (1895: 477): Teapa. 
Sharpe (1892: 136): Teapa, six, January and March, van Rossem and fechisuka 
(193*8 : 223): Teapa.
^•^Chloroceryle amazona mexicana Brodkorb, Auk, 57, 1940: 543 (Barra 
de Cahuacan, Chiapas, Mexico).
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This small kingfisher is a common permanent resident throughout the 
State but is not as numerous as its larger relative Chloroceryle amazona*
The Green Kingfisher typically inhabits the courses of small, shady streams, 
where it is usually observed sitting on an exposed branch that juts over 
the water. It may also be seen, however, in the coastal marshes and occa­
sionally along the larger rivers. During a boat trip on 20 April 1961 up 
the Rio Grijalva from Villahermosa to its juncture with the Rio Usumacinta,
I saw only two individuals of this species but concurrently counted twenty- 
four Chloroceryle amazona. The ovary of the April female was greatly en­
larged, but the testes of the March male were only slightly enlarged. L. R. 
Wolfe (in litt.) reported that he found this kingfisher nesting near Villa­
hermosa in April 1961-in situations similar to that of Chloroceryle amazona.
The subspecies occurring in Tabasco is C. a. septentrionalis. ^  ' The 
type locality for this race has been properly restricted to Teapa (van Ros-
V
sem and Hachisuka, 1938: 223).
Chloroceryle aenea (Pallas) 
pygmy Kingfisher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ. —  8 mi. SV.r Ccuapan: t, 10 December 1961 (20.1) LB. 25 
mi. N Balancan: <?, 19 April i960 (no wt.) DL. 11 mi. N Balancan: c, 5 May 
1961 (14.8) DB. PUBLISHED RECORD. Brodkorb (1913: 4?): Balancan, 11 Kay 
1939.
This species, the smallest kingfisher in Tabasco, is also the least 
common. There is, to my knowledge, but one record of this species outside 
the eastern section of the State, the specimen collected by L. C. Binford 
S miles southwest of Ccuapan. D. K. Lay reported the F^gmy Kingfisher as
■^^Ceryle septentrionalis Sharpe, Cat. 3irds Brit. Kus., 17, 1892: 
134 (no locality [=Teapa, Tabasco, Mexico]).
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rather common near his camp 2; miles north of Balancan. Near my camp 11 
miles north of Balancar, I saw two individuals cn 5 fey, two on 10 May, and 
one on 11 May 1961. This species is usually found near small bodies of 
water within dense woods. In this habitat it is typically found quietly 
perched on an exposed branch, from which it occasionally dives into the 
water or pursues a flying insect. The flight of this kingfisher is very 
rapid and is reminiscent of that cf a hummingbird. None of my specimens 
had enlarged gonads.
I refer Tabascan birds tc C. a. stictcptera.^^
Family MCKCTIDAE 
Hylomanes roomotula LieM enstein 
Tody Motmot
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 18 March 1959 (30.3) DB; d, 27 March
1959 (27.3) DB; 9, 18 March 1961 (30.6) DB. 2 mi. E Teapa, Tacotaipa road:
d, 15 May 1959 (29.3) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: d, 8 November 1961 (31.3)
D3. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1913: 49): Tenosique, 1? June 1939; Santo
Tomas, 21-23 June 1939. Ridgway (1914: 486): Teapa.
This little motnot is an uncommon permanent resident cf dense rain 
forest. In Tabasco it is known only from the Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosi­
que regions, where it inhabits the dense understory of the rain forest,
I have only two sight records of the Tody Notmot from the State tc supple­
ment the specimen records listed above. On 1? April 1961, L. C. Binford 
saw an individual of this species at Teapa; and, on 5 December 1961, I saw 
another 8 miles south of Chontalpa* The specimen that was collected on 18
^®Cervle superciliosa stictoptera Ridgway, Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash­
ington, 2, 1884: 95 (Sisal, Yucatan, Mexico).
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March 1961 appeared in response to my imitation of its call. The March male 
had slightly enlarged gonads, but ~_he remaining specimens did not.
Concerning the Tenosique and Santo Tomas specimens, Brodkorb (1943: 49) 
notes that they "are much darker than is a series from Peten." Ridgway 
(1914: 486) had also noticed that specimens from Veracruz and Tabasco were 
"appreciably darker or less yellowish green above than most examples from 
Guatemala, British Honduras, and Honduras," but he also stated that he felt 
that the difference was "too slight and too inconstant, to justify further
subdivision," I agree that there is no stable difference and refer Tabas-
1 AO
car. specimens to K. m. moicotula, ' which, as currently conceived, ranges 
from southern Mexico to Nicaragua.
Electron carinatum (Du 3us)
Keel-billed Motmot 
PU3LISHED RECORD. Ridgway (1914: 475): Teapa,
The specimen from Teapa is, to ray knowledge, the sole record for this 
species from Tabasco. The Keel-billed Motmot- superficially resembles Homo- 
tus momota, and possibly it is occasionally overlooked; however, aware of 
this resemblance, I carefully observed all motmcts and am convinced that my 
failure to record this species was due more to its rarity than to oversight.
Eumcmota superciliosa (Sandbach)
Turquoise-browed Motmot
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  l/2 mi. S Balancan: 9, 14 April I960 (54.6) DL. PU3- 
LISH5D RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 48): La Ribera, 1 July 1939; Boca del Cerro, 
two, 3-4 July 1939. Ridgway (1914: 479: Montecristo [Eniliano Zapata];
16Q/Hylomanes momctula Lichtensteir, Abh. Akad. tfiss. Berlin for 1838, 
1839: 449, pi. 4 (Valle Real, [=Veracruz ?], Mexico).
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Teapa, two.
Within the 3tate the Turquoise-brcwed Motmot is local in distribution 
and usually either very common or absent. While traveling by boat up the 
Rio Usumacinta on 22 April 196], I recorded thirteen individuals of this 
species between Rio Chico and Eniliano Zapata. They were seen singly or 
in pairs, sitting on exposed limbs projecting out over the water or upon 
exposed roots jutting from the bare riverbank. In a small wood along the 
Rio Usumacinta near Bniliano Zapata the next day, I counted fifteen birds 
in a period of approximately an hour. In the spring of I960, D. M. Lay 
reported Turquoise-brcwed Motmots as quite common along the river near 
Balancan and at El Limon (Balancan municipio) on the Rio San Pedro. Cn 
the other hand, along the river north, of Rio Chico toward Jonuta and Fron- 
tera, none were noted (D. K. Lay saw a motmot near Jonuta that was probably 
of this species). Neither Lay in I960 nor I in 19ol observed the species 
in the open country north of Balancan. I have never seen Turquoise-brcwed 
Motmots in Tabasco more than 50 to 75 yards from the banks of the Rio Usu­
macinta or one of its major tributaries. This narrow distribution is pos­
sibly connected with their use of riverbanks as nesting sites (the banks of 
most of the other Tabascan rivers are heavily clothed with forest and hence 
unsuitable for this species). It is interesting to note that the three 
specimens reported by Brodkorb (1943: 48) were collected at localities (La 
Ribera; Boca del Cerro) situated on the bank of the Rio Usumacinta. There 
is, however, a record (Ridgway, 1914: 479) of a bird from Teapa. The Ba­
lancan female did not have an enlarged ovary.
t 70
Tabascan birds are referable to E. s. superciliosa.-*-1 u
170p[yronitesj superciliosus Sandbach, Athenaeum, 517, 1837: 698 
(Mexico [^Campeche]).
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Momotus inomota (Linnaeus)
Blue-crowned Motmot
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  18 mi. NE Teapa: cf, 30 March 1959 (110.5) D3. 1 mi.
E Teapa: cf, 20 March I960 (106.0) DL; cf, 1 March 1961 (142.0) EA. 2 ad.
NE Teapa: cf, 6 March 1959 (131.9) DL. 11 mi. N Balancln: 9, 3 May 1961 
(no vrt.) EA. 8 nd. SE Tenosique: cf, 11 November 1961 (113.S) KB. PUB­
LISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 48): La Palma, 1 June 1939; Tenosique, three,
14-15 June 1939; Boca del Cerro, 3 July 1939. Ridgway (1914: 461): Frontera; 
Teapa, nine. Salvin and Godman (1895: 456): Teapa. Sharpe (1892: 325): 
Teapa, four, February and March, tfeber (1945: 191): La Venta.
The Blue-crowned Motmot is a common permanent resident of almost every 
wooded area within the State. It is, however, more abundant in the rain 
forest belt and the dry tropical evergreen woods than it is in the fresh­
water swamp forest along the coastal area. This species is not easy tc
observe, and its true abundance is not appreciated until its "mot-mot” call 
is learned. For example, on fifteen of the thirty-three occasions on which 
this species was recorded from February through May 1961, its presence was 
determined by voice alone. In contrast, for the same period of time in 1959 
in essentially the same type of habitat, before I had become familiar with 
the call note, I recorded the species on only fourteen occasions. None of 
the specimens had greatly enlarged gonads.
I refer Tabascan birds to K. m. lcssonii.^1
Family GALBULIDAE 
Galbula ruficauda Cuvier 
Rufous-tailed Jacamar
^'^Momotus Lessonii Lesson, Rev. Zool., 5, 1842: 174 (Realejo, 
Nicaragua).
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: cf?, 26 February 1959 (28.2) DB; cf,
11 April 1959 (29.9) D3; <f, 14 May 1959 (27.3) DB. 11 mi. N Balancan: 
cf, 5 May 1961 (21.5) EA. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: cf, 4 November 1961 (27.9)
MB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 49): La Palma, 3 June 1939; Teno­
sique, two, 29 June 1939.
The Rufous-tailed Jacamar is an uncommon permanent resident of the 
rain forest and dense dry tropical evergreen woods. I have records for 
this species only from the Teapa, Balancan, and Tenosique regions. It was 
encountered most commonly at the last locality, seven out of fourteen days 
in the field. It is usually seen in the lower levels of the forest, quietly 
perched on some exposed branch from which it sallies forth for its insect 
prey. Cn 26 February 1959 at Teapa, however, I collected an individual 
that was perched at the top of a tall tree in the rain forest. Ihis bird 
had a large moth in its throat. The Rufous-tailed Jacamar car be easily 
overlooked, unless calling, because of its camouflaging coloration and ha­
bit of remaining motionless on its perch. The two Teapa birds, collected 
in April and Kay, had slightly enlarged gonads.
The race occurring in Tabasco is G. r. melanogenia.-^
Family BUCCONIDAE
Notharchus macrorhynchus (Gnelin)
White-necked Puffbird
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. IW Teapa: cf, 11 April 1959 (100.4) DB; 9, 11 
April 1959 (106.7) DB; 1 mi. E Teapa: cf, 21 April 1959 (105.1) DB; cf, 17 
May 1959 (102.1) DB; 9, 19 March l?6l (107.5) DB.
172Galbula melarogenia Sclater, Jardine's Contrib. Gmith. for 1852, 
1853: 61, pi. 90 (no locality [=Veragua, Panama]).
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To date within Tabasco, thin puffbird is known only from the Ocuapan, 
Chontalpa, and Teapa regions. On 11 April 1959, J. K. McDonald and I saw 
a pair in a small wood 3 miles northwest of Teapa. 'The two birds were sit­
ting about fifteen feet above the ground on a dead snag that projected from 
the edge of the wood into a small clearing. They were very tame; and, after 
the first bird was collected, its mate merely flew to a neighboring limb 
and allowed itself to become the second specimen for the State. J. P. Gee 
(in litt.) reports observing another pair at Teapa on 26 March I960. On 
23 March 19ol, 10 miles south of Chontalpa, I saw a White-necked Puffbird, 
again sitting on a dead 3nag projecting from the edge of the rain forest, 
but on this occasion the bird was very high. In the rain forest 7 miles 
south of Chontalpa, L. C. Binford saw a pair on 25 October 1961; and, on 
9 December of the same year, I saw an individual 4 miles southwest of Ocua­
pan. The three specimens of this puffbird that I obtained at Teapa were 
purchased from a young native who had a knack for capturing this species.
All the Tabascan specimens had only slightly enlarged gonads.
N. m. hyperrhyachus^'^  occurs from southern Mexico to northern South 
America.
Malacoptila panamensis Lafresnaye
White-whiskered Puffbird
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SE Tenosique: <St 4 November 1961 (35.2) LB; <?,
7 November 1961 (38.9) LB; 2, 13 November 1961 (38.9) LB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. 
Brodkorb (1943: 49): Santo Tomas, 24 June 1939. Ridgway (1914: 391): Teapa.
173'-'Bucco hyperrhynchus Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 23, 1355: 
193, pi. 105 ’(upper Amazon)’.
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In the dense rain forest 8 miles southeast of Tenosique, the White- 
whiskered Puffbird was encountered six out of fourteen days in the field.
There it was usually seen in the lower levels of the forest, five to twenty 
feet above the ground, and often on an exposed branch over a trail. This 
species is extremely tame and is oblivious to the actions of an intruder. 
Except for one record from Teapa, this species has been found only in the 
eastern section of the State (Santo Tomas; 3 miles southeast of Tenosique); 
whereas, Notharchus macrorhynchus has never yet been recorded from that sec­
tion. The Tenosique specimens were not in breeding condition.
Tabascan birds are referable to M. £. in o mat a.
Family RAMPHASTIDAE 
Pteroglossus torquatu3 (Gmelin)
Collared Aracari
SPECIMENS. LSUKZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 24 March 1959 (216.1) DB, w,143j d,
23 February 1961 (231.1) DB, w.142. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 50):
15 km. N Reforma, 28 May 19395 La Palma, two, 31 May-2 June 1939; Tenosique, 
three, 13-14 June 1939; Teapa, 19 April 1900. Ridgway (1914: 343): Teapa. 
Rovirosa (1887: 371): Rfo Macuspana. Salvin and Godman (1896: 556): Teapa. 
Sclater (1891: 142): Teapa, four. Weber (1945: 193): La Venta,
This colorful toucan is a very common permanent resident of the high 
rain forest and dry tropical evergreen woods of the State. It is particu­
larly numerous in the Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosique regions: but I have 
seen it occasionally in the dry tropical evergreen woods near Balancan, and 
both Weber (1945: 193) and I recorded it from La Venta. In the rain forest 
section 8 miles southeast of Tenosique, for example, this species was recorded
•^^Monasa inornata Du Bus, Pill. Acad. Roy. Sci. Lettr. Beaux-Arts, 
Belgium, 14, 1847: 107 (Guatemala).
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o r ten out of fourteen days in the field. IVpically aracaris are encount­
ered in pairs or small groups, usually milling about and feeding in the 
tops of the highest trees or flying across a clearing from one feeding 
ground to another. Neither of the two L3UMZ specimens was in breeding 
condition.
Miller et al. (1957: 23) give the range of P. t, torquatus^-75 as ex­
tending from northern Oaxaca through Tabasco and that of P. t. e r y t h r o z o n u s ^ ^^ 
as the Yucatan Peninsula, including British Honduras and northern Guatemala. 
Brcdkcrb (1943: 50) states that the birds from the base of the Yucatan Pen­
insula to eastern Tabasco '‘are variously intermediate between torquatus and 
erythrozonus. The black spot on the breast is sometimes wholly absent, as 
in the most extreme erythrozonus.Ti February Teapa bird lacks a black 
breast spot, but resembles torquatus in all other respects. The wing mea­
surements of my birds are too large for erythrozonus. and the thighs are 
rufous rather than buff, thus agreeing with torquatus. Br o d k o r b  states 
that torquatus has a bluish sheen on the back, whereas that of erythrozonus 
is greenish. In comparing Oaxacan, Tabascan, and British Honduran birds,
I cannot detect any stable difference concerning this character. I refer 
Tabascan birds to P. t. torquatus, but recognize that there is a slight 
tendency toward the Yucatan race as one proceeds eastward.
Pamphastos sulfuratus Lesson 
Keel-billed Toucan
175
Ramphastos torquatus Gmelin, Syst. Nat., 1, pt. 1, 1788: 354 
(Mexico [=Veracruz, Mexico^).
•^7^ pteroglossus torquatus erythrozonus Ridgway, Proc. Biol. Soc, 
Washington, 25, 1912: 88 (Temax, Yucatan, Mexico).
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
216
SPECIMENS. L3UKZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: d, 22 March 1961 (536.7) EA. 1 
mi. E Teana: 9, 14 May 1959 (452.4) DB. 2 mi. E Teapa, Tacotalpa road: 2,
13 March 1959 (483.8) D3. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 49): La Palma, 
three, 1-7 June 1939; Tenosique, two, 15 June 1939; Santo Tomas, three, 23 
June 1939; Boca del Cerro, 2 July 1939. Ridgway (1914: 333): Teapa. Rovi- 
rosa (1887: 371): Rio Macuspana. Calvin and Godman (1896: 552): Teapa. 
Sclater (1891: 126): Teapa. Weber (1945: 193): La Venta.
The Keel-billed Toucan, locally known as "Pico Real," is a very common 
and conspicuous permanent resident of the high rain forest and occasionally 
the tall dry tropical evergreen woods (Balarcan). It is most common in the 
Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosique regions. In November in the State's best 
rain forest section, 8 miles southeast of Tenosique, I recorded this species 
every day and averaged ten individuals per day. Tne largest number for any 
one day was twenty on 7 November 1961. The Keel-billed Toucan, like the 
aracari, is a bird of the upper levels of the forest. At Teapa it was of­
ten observed in small groups in the tops of the highest trees at the sum­
mit of hills covered with rain forest or in flight from one such location 
to another. Ihe call of this species is very reminiscent of the guttural 
croaking of a frog. None of the specimens had unduly large gonads for a 
bird of such size.
R. £. sulfuratus^-?? occurs in Tabasco.
Family PICIDAE
Piculus rubiginosus (Swainson)
Golden-olive Woodpecker
SPECIMENS. L3UMZ.—  7 mi. W Teapa: d, 2? February 19ol (82.9) EA. 1 mi.
E Teapa: 9, 9 March 1961 (81.0) D3. 6 mi. N Tapigulapa: 9, 11 March 1961
^ ^ Ramphastos sulfuratus Lesson, Traite d'Crnith., livr. 3, 1330:
173 (Mexico).
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(92.0) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: c?, 4 November 1961 (81.7) LB. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 51): Reforma [La Reforma], 23 Kay 1939j La Palma,
5 Jure 1939; Tenosique, 2? Jure 1939; 3oca del Cerro, 2 July 1939. Hargitt 
(1890: 85): Teapa, three. Ridgway (1914: 132): Teapa; Frontera. Salvin 
and Godman (1895: 407): Teapa.
This permanent resident can be looked for in almost ar.v wooded area in 
the State; but although widely distributed it is nowhere common. It was 
recorded more frequently, however, from the rain forest belt and was most 
often seen in the Tenosique vicinity (observed seven out of fourteen days). 
In the Teapa and Chontalpa regions, it was seen only occasionally. Locali­
ties of record, other than these already mentioned, are La Venta, Balamcan, 
and 11 miles north of Balancan. The two March females had greatly enlarged 
ovaries; the February male had slightly enlarged testes.
Concerning the specimen from Boca del Cerro, Brodkorh (1943: 53.) state? 
that it "is a little larger and has less golden color on the back, thus be­
ing 3onewhat intermediate toward P. r, maxim.us-78 Qriscom of the uplands of
Guatemala." .all of ny specimens, however, appear to be typical of P. r.
. n o  
yucatanensis»~ ‘'
Ceieus castaneus (Wagler)
Chestnut .foodpecker
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. 3 Chontalpa: cf, 23 March 1961 (96.4) D3. 1 mi.
E Teapa: cf, 11 March 1959 (89.6) D3; 2, skeleton, 27 April 1959 (85.3) D3; 
9, 6 Kay 1959 (89.8) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: 9, 14 November 1961 (90.5)
L3. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 53): 15 km. N Reforma [La Reforma], 
four, 26-28 Kay 1939; Tenosique, 16 June 1939. Ridgway (1914: 142): Teapa.
170
' Piculus rubiginosus maximus Grisccm, Amer. Kus. Novit., 379, 
1929: 11 (Huehuetenango, Guatemala).
^ ^ Picus Yucatanensis Cabot, Proc. Boston 3oc. Nat. Hi3t., 1, 1844: 
164 (Yucatan [=Talahahu, Quintana Roo, Mexico]).
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
Ol c' *— . ^
the Chestnut Woodpecker is an uncommon permanent resident mainly 
occurring in the rain forest belt. It has, however, also been observed 
in small patches of woods in the coastal country rear La 'Jer.ts and ir. the 
relatively dry woods north of Balancan. It was recorded frequently in the 
Teapa region and was found in such varied situations as on fence posts lin­
ing roads out of town, in the middle levels of the rain forest, and in the 
oops of the highest trees in the densest sectors of the rain forest. Ano­
ther favorite haunt of this woodpecker is relatively open cacao, coffee, and 
rubber groves that are situated at the margins of the rain forest. The two 
March males had slightly enlarged testes, each measuring 3 mm. The ovary 
of the Lay female measured 12 mm., that of the November female 9*5 rum*, and 
t^^t of the tnr‘ 1 '^emale A mm.
Dryocopus lireatus (Linnaeus)
Lineated Woodpecker
SPECIMENS. L'SUKZ.—  3 mi. W Miramar: 2, 4 March 1961 (16C.9) D3. 25 mi.
N Villahermosa: 2, 18 April 1959 (135.2) DB. PUBLISHED R5C0RDS. Brcdkorb 
(1943: 53): La Palma, two, 2-3 June 1939; Tenosique, two, 16 June 1939;
Santo Tomas, 23 June 1939.
This species is an uncommon permanent resident throughout the State. 
Superficially, it very much resembles Phloeoceastes guatemalensis. a more 
common species with which it is often confused. The two birds differ some­
what, however, in habitat preference. Whereas Phloeoceastes guatemalensis. 
prefers the dense rain forest, this species is more typical of open country'. 
Among typical habitats where I have fcund this species in Tabasco the fol­
lowing may be cited: cocoanut palm groves along the coast at Miramar; scat­
tered trees and fence posts in the open marshy country north of Villahermosa; 
catches of oak in the dry country north of Balancan: and the rain forest
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margin at Teapa, Chontalpa, or Tenosique, In this latter habitat the 
two large species of woodpeckers can occasionally be seen side by side.
Both of the specimens had slightly enlarged gonads,
D. 1. simili_s^ c  ^occurs from Oaxaca through Tabasco to Costa Rica.
Xelanerpes fcmicjvcrus- —  (3wa Lr.sor:)
AcCT*r* \ \ ' z - Od~CCk6I*
SPBCIK3NS. L5UMZ.—  11 mi. N Balancan: d, 11 May 1961 (71.1) EA; 9, 11 Kay 
1961 (74.5) D3. 10 mi. N Balancan: 9, 17 April I960 (no wt.) DL. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 51): Balancan, two, 11-19 May 1939. Miller et al.
(1957:"31): Balancan.
In the dry, open savanna north of 3alancan, this species is the most 
common woodpecker and one of the more common birds. It frequents the dead 
snags and scattered trees in the open, cut-over area but perhaps is most 
abundant in the scattered oak woods of the region. At Pato, 9 miles north 
of Balancan, I counted ten and twenty birds respectively on 14 and 15 Kay 
1961. I have never recorded any woodpecker, at any other locality within 
the State, in numbers that even approximate these figures. On the other 
hand, this area is the only known locality for the occurrence of the Acorn 
.bodpecker in Tabasco, a fact probably due to the occurrence here, and only 
here, of large patches of oak (small clumps of oak can be found in the 
Ocuapan region). The April female had an enlarged ovary.
Balancan birds are referable to M. f. albeolus.-^2
ion .Pic us similis Lesson, Descr. Kamu. Cis. Recerrra. Decouverts,
Suppl. Oeuvres Buffon, ed. Leveque, 20, 1847: 204 (San Carlos, Central
America [=La Union, Ml Salvador]).
■*- The wisdom in uniting Balanosphyra and Kelanerpes is still open 
to question, previous to this union, this species was known as Balanosphyra 
formicivora.
K^elanerpes formicivorus albeolus Todd, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washing­
ton, 23, 1910: 153 (near Manatee, 3ritish Honduras).
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Centurus aurifrons^-^ (Wagler)
Golden-frontsd Woodpecker
SPBCIM.tNS. L5UMZ.—  La Venta: 8, 28 March 1961 (77.1) 03. 3 mi. W Miramar:
2, 5 March 19ol (69.2) DB. 2 ini. E Teapa: 8, 3 March 1959 (79.1) DB. 2 mi.
E Teapa, Tacotalpa road: 2, 15 May 1959 (75.2) D3. 11 mi. N Balancan: 8,
12 May 1961 (76.8) DB. 3alancan: o*, 23 April 1961 (78.5) EA. 8 mi. SE Teno­
sique: 8, 10 November 1961 (76.2) LB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkcrb (1943:
52): Balancan, three, 9-16 May 1939; Tenosique, 13 June 1939; Sniliano Za­
pata, 19 July 1939. Hargitt (1390: 173): Teapa, seven, January, February, 
and March. Ridgway (1914: 69): Frontera; Montecristc [Eniliano Zapata];
Atasta; San Juan Bautista [Villahermosa], nine. Salvin (1889: 370): Teapa. 
Salvin and Godman (1895: 422): Teapa.
This species is certainly the most widespread and oest known woodpec­
ker in the State and thus can be classified as a very co:nmon permanent res­
ident. It can be found in almost any clump of trees from the town park to 
the rain forest border. It, however, almost always avoids the dense rain 
forest, this being the habitat of Centurus pucherani. Among the various 
types of habitats from which I have recorded C. aurifrons may be cited the 
following: cocoanut groves at the coast near Miramar; mangrove swamps at
the mouth of the Rio San Pedro y San Pabloj scattered trees in dry savanna 
north of Balancan; and the forest edge at Chontalpa, 'Teapa, or Tenosique. 
Localities, other than those previously mentioned, from which tnis species 
has been recorded are Sanchez Magallanes, 4 miles north of Paraiso, 3 miles 
south of Huimanguillo, 4 miles southwest of Ocuapan, 7 to 10 miles south 
of Chontalpa, 17 miles north of Villahermosa, 17 miles north of Teapa, 7 
miles west of Tfeapa, 3 m i l e s  east of Macuspana (R. W. Dickerman, in litt.),
'^We are inconsistent in our treatment of superspecies complexes. 
In other similar complexes, for example, Colaptes, Junco, and Passerina, 
we consider their members to be poor species. In thi3 case we consider the 
members to be good subspecies. Percentage of hybridization and intergrada­
tion is high, but doubtfully higher than in the other examples cited. Cen­
turus aurifrons dubius. morphologically, resembles Centurus carolinus more 
than it does Centurus aurifrons aurifrons.
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and 7 miles east of Ciudad Pemex. The birds collected during the months 
of March, April, and May were in breeding condition.
Miller et al. (1957: 34) give the range of C. a. veraecrucis-^  as ex­
tending from northern Oaxaca across Tabasco to southwestern Campeche and 
that of C. a. dubius-^5 as occupying the Yucatan Peninsula, including Peten 
and British Honduras. The race veraecrucis is said (Ridgway, 1914: 68) to 
be similar to dubius. but slightly smaller, with white bars on back slightly 
broader, under parts slightly darker and more strongly tinged with yellow­
ish, and red of abdomen more restricted and inclining to orange-red. I 
have compared ray series of seven specimens from Tabasco (and in addition 
three specimens collected by R. V/, Dickerman at Macuspana in May 1955) with 
nine specimens of dubius from 3ritish Honduras and eight of veraecrucis 
from northern Oaxaca. Ey measurements alone they would unequivocally belong 
to the race veraecrucis, however, in coloration they are indistinguishable 
from British Honduran dubius. The Tabascan and British Honduran specimens 
lack the strong yellowish wash (the 8 March bird exhibits a tinge) that 
characterizes the Oaxacan birds. The patch on the abdomen of the Oaxacan 
birds is restricted and orange; this same patch on Tabascan and British 
Honduran birds is larger and bright red. Concerning the back pattern, I 
am unable to discern any stable difference in any of the three groups. Al­
though I recognize that Tabascan birds are somewhat intermediate between 
veraecrucis and dubius. I do not hesitate to refer them to the race dubius.
The female from Miramar differs from any other specimen of the entire aurifrons
•^^ Melanerpes dubius veraecrucis Nelson, Auk, 17, 1900: 259 (Coat- 
zacoailcos, Veracruz, Mexico).
picus dubius Cabot, Proc. 3oston Soc. Nat. Hist., 1, 1844: 164 
(Yucatam [=Uxmal, Yucatan, Mexico]).
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dominal patch are of a very pale orange (paler than veraecrucis) and the 
breast is of a dark slate color.
Centurus pygmaeus Ridgway 
Yucatan woodpecker
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  11 mi. N Balancan: d, 11 May 1961 (39.8) DB; d, 11 Kay 
1961 (38.4) DB.
On 6 May 1961, a pair of Yucatan Woodpeckers was observed 11 miles 
north of Balancan; and, a few days later, on 11 May, three individuals were 
seen and two were collected. There are no other records for this species 
in Tabasco. Ihese birds were noted in trees scattered through the rela­
tively dry savanna, and in this habitat were seen together with C. aurifrons. 
In length the testes of the two birds measure 5 and 3 am. respectively.
I refer Ibbascan birds to C. £. rubricomus.-1-^’ They fit perfectly the 
description as given by Ridgway (1914: 70) for Centurus rubriventris rubri- 
ventris-^? (now rubricomus).
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 2, 16 March 1959 (54.6) DB; d, 23 March 
1959 (59.1) DB; 5, 5 May 1959 (55.9) DB; 2, 18 February 1961 (46.7) DB; d, 
25 February 1961 (60,0) DB; d, 1 March 19bl (61.4) DB. PUBLISHED RECORD. 
Ridgway (1914: 122): Teapa, two.
This woodpecker differs from the other species of the genus Centurus
Centurus pucherani (Malherbe) 
Black-cheeked Woodpecker
s r u b r i c a p l ~ n u s  rubricomus Peters, Check-list Birds 
World, 6, 1948: 164 "(Merida, Yucatan, Mexico).
'‘•^Centurus rubriventri3 Swainson, Anim. in Menag., 1838 : 354 (no 
locality [^Merida,Yucatan, Mexico]).
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by its preference for the rain forest. Here it ranges from the ground 
level to the tops of the highest trees. In Tabasco it has been recorded 
only from the Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosique regions. One of its favorite 
haunts in the Teapa region is the comparatively open cacao groves that are 
located at the rain forest margin, and in this habitat it is quite consnon.
I have observed this species on several occasions feeding upon the ripe 
cacao fruit; and, because of this habit, the bird is rather unpopular with
the natives. None of my specimens were in full breeding condition,
1S8I refer Tabascan birds to C. £. p9rileucus.
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. S Chontalpa: 2, 2> October 1961 (42.4) DB.
Tnere are only five records for this North American woodpecker in Ta­
basco, and all five occurrences are in late fall and winter. An individual 
was collected on 25 October 1961, 7 miles south of Chontalpa, in high rain 
forest. The remining records are sight observations as follows: one bird
3 miles south of Chontalpa on 5 December 1961; one bird 8 miles south of 
Huimanguillo on 6 December 1961; one bird 7 miles south cf Chontalpa on 
7 December 1961; and one bird 4 miles southwest of Ocuapan on 9 December 
1961. The ovary of the specimen was very small.
The specimen is referable to S. v. varius.^^
Sphyrapicus varius (Linnaeus) 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
pucherani perileucus Todd, ?roc. Biol. Soc. Washing­
ton, 23, I9IO: 154 (near Manatee, British Honduras).
^9[Picu3j varius Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 12, 1, 1766: 176 (in 
American septentrional! L=South Carolina]).
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Veniliornis fumigatus (d'Orbigny)
Smoky-brown Woodpecker
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  La Venta: tf, 29 March 1961 (32.5) EA. 1 mi. E Teapa:
5, 2 March 1959 (31.9) DB; 9, 5 April 1959 (29.3) DB; 6, 16 February 1961 
(no wt.) Ek, 8 mi. SE Tenosique: 2, 7 November I96I (37.3) LB. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Hargitt (1890: 344): Teapa, February. Ridgway (1914: 190): Teapa. 
Salvin and Godman (1895: 433): Teapa.
In TSabasco this little woodpecker i3 an uncommonly recorded permanent 
resident of the lower levels of the rain forest. Except for the one record 
from La Venta on 29 March 1961, it has been recorded to date only from the 
Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosique regions. This species is probably more 
common than records indicate; but, because of its shyness and choice of ha­
bitat, it is probably often overlooked. Hie Smoky-brown Woodpecker apparent­
ly breeds in the later months of the year, for example, the female collected 
in November contained an egg in its oviduct and two enlarged follicles in 
its ovary. On the other hand, the females collected in March and April had 
very small ovaries, and the male obtained in March had only slightly en­
larged testes. Russell (MS.) noted that a male he collected in November in 
British Honduras "had fully enlarged testes, but the gonads of three other 
specimens collected in March and May were either not enlarged or only slight­
ly enlarged.:l
Tabascan birds are typical of the snail, golden race V. f. sanguino- 
lentus.x90
Dendrocopos scalaris (Wagler)
Ladder-backed Woodpecker
190Ghloronerpes sanguinolentus Sclater, Proc. Zool. 3oc. London,
27, 1859: 60,' pi.151 (Qnoa, Honduras).
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SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Balancan: rf, 27 April 1961 (17.7) EA, w.85, t.44. PUB­
LISHED RECORD. Rovirosa (1837: 370): Rio Macuspana.
On 28 February 1959 at Teapa, I recorded two individuals of this spe­
cies sitting on an exposed snag of a tall tree above the rain forest. The 
lack of any subsequent records from that region has cast some doubt upon 
my original identification. In the dry savanna near 3alancan, however, this 
species was definitely encountered on three occasions. 3esides the speci­
men collected by E. f. Armstrong, I saw a bird 11 miles north of 3alancan 
on 10 May 1961 and an individual on 20 May 1961 at Balancan. The only other 
indication, to my knowledge, of the occurrence of this species in the State 
is the record for Rio Macuspana by Rovirosa (1887: 370). With more exten­
sive field work, the known range of the Ladder-backed /,'oodpecker within the 
State will probably be expanded to include at least the savanna country 
west of Huimanguillo.
Killer et al. (1957 : 42) give the range of D. s_. ridgwayi-^  as extend­
ing from southeastern Veracruz across Tabasco to southwestern Campeche and 
that of D. s.. parvus^92 as occupying the Yucatan Peninsula. The wing and 
tail measurements of my specimen are less than the minimum measurements of 
these structures for either of the two races given by Ridgway (1914: 247).
I refer my bird to D. s. ridgwayi; but, since the specimen is in very poor 
condition, the allocation is based solely upon range.
Phloeoceastes guatemalensis (Hartlaub)
Pale-billed Woodpecker
19lDryobates scalaris ridgwayi Oberholser. Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus.,
41, 1911: 143 (Jaltipan, Veracruz, Mexico).
• ^ pjcus parvus Cabot, Boston Journ. Nat. Hist., 5, 1845: 92 (Ticul, 
Yucatan, Mexico).
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 2, 13 May 1959 (247.0) DB; cT?, 13 May 
1959 (230.9) DB. Balancan: d, 27 April 1961 (208.8) DB. PUBLISH!!) RE- 
CORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 53): BalanciLn, 10 May 1939; 15 km. N Reforma IXa 
Reforma], two, 28 May 1939; La Palma, 31 May 1939; San Isidro, 8 June 1939. 
Hargitt (1890: 4 7 4 ) ;  Teapa, February. Ridgway (1914: 176): Frontera; Teapa. 
Salvin and Godman (1895: 447): Teapa.
Ihis large woodpecker is a conmon permanent resident of the rain forest 
and its edge. It is not completely restricted to this habitat, however, 
any more than Dryoccpus lineatus. a morphologically similar species, is re­
stricted to open country. On 18 December 1961, for instance, an individual 
was recorded from Sanchez Magallanes on the coast; and, on 27 April 1961, 
a bird was collected in the dry tropical evergreen woods near 3alancan.
I observed this species most frequently in the best rain forest region, 8 
miles southeast of Tenosique; at this locality it was seen on eight out of 
fourteen days. Pale-billed Woodpeckers characteristically tap on trees in 
couplets; and, once their tapping is recognized, they are found to be more 
common than at first assumed. Evidence indicates that this species, like 
Veniliornis oleaginus. breeds in the later months of the year. The two 
birds that I collected from the same tree at Teapa on 13 May were presum­
ably a mated pair (at least they were male and female), but their gonads 
were very small. The April male also had very small testes. Russell (MS.) 
noted a similar situation in British Honduras. Birds that he collected in 
November were in breeding condition.
P. £. g u a t e m a l e n s i s ^ -93 occurs from the Isthmus of Tehuantepec across 
Tabasco to Panama.
^93pjeus guatemalensis Hartlaub, Rev. Zool., 1844: 214 (Guatemala).
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[ Campephilus principalis (Linnaeus) ]
Ivory-billed woodpecker 
PU3LI3HXD RECORD, Rovirosa (1887: 370): Rio Macuspana.
Rovirosa's record for this North American species is unquestionably 
in error. Since he recorded neither Dryocopus lineatus nor Phloeoceastes 
guatemalensis, it was probably to one of these species that he had reference 
The Ivory-billed Woodpecker has never been recorded from Mexico,
[ Caapephilus imperialis (Gould) ]
Imperial Woodpecker 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Rovirosa (1887: 370): Rio Macuspana.
Rovirosa's record for this species is unquestionably in error. Since 
he recorded neither Dryocopus lineatus nor Phloeoceastes guatemalensist it 
was probably to one of these forms that he had reference. Ihe Imperial 
'Woodpecker is a resident of the mountain pine forests of northwestern Mexico
Family DENDROCOLAPIIDAE
Dendrocincla anabatina Sclater
Tawny-winged 'Woodhewer
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 20 March 1959 (31.7) DB; 9, 5 Kay 
1959 (31.0) DB; d, 19 February 1961 (no wt.) DB. 2 mi. E Teapa, Tacotalpa 
road: 9, 22 February 1961 (33.2) D3. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: <J, 4 November 1961
(37.9) LB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 54): 15 km. N Reforma [La 
Reforma], 25 May 1939; La Palma, two, 1-4 June 1939; Tenosique, 15 June 1939 
Ridgway (1911: 289): Teapa, two. Salvin and Godman (1891: 172): Teapa.
This woodhewer is a permanent resident of the wooded section of Tabas­
co, primarily south of the swampy coastal region. It is typically a bird 
of the lower levels of dense, undisturbed rain forest, but I have seen it 
in fair numbers in the dry tropical evergreen woods north of Balancan. It
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was observed practically every day during my stay southeast of Tenosique.
In contrast, during three months in 1959 at Teapa, I saw the species on only 
two occasions. 'The. rain forest at Tenosique is relatively undisturbed, 
whereas the Teapa countryside is well cut over. Wherever its proper habi­
tat exists, this species is common. It is often attracted by ant swarms, 
which provide a large percentage of its food supply.
D. a. anabatina-*-94- is the race that ranges through the State. Brod- 
korb (1943: 54) is of the opinion that a specimen from La Reforma could be 
called D. a. typhia, -^95 the pale Yucatan race; but he cites the specimen 
under anabatina. 'There is no other indication that typhia may extend its 
range into the State, and my own specimen from Tenosique, a locality not 
far from La Reforma, is referable to anabatina.
Dendrocincla homochroa (deleter)
Ruddy Woodhewer
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 21 February 1961 (37.1) DB. 11 mi.
N Balancan: d, 7 May 1961 (36.0) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: 9, 4 November 
19ol (32.6) LB; 6, 8 November 1961 (37.3) DB.
In Tabasco this species is recorded only from the Teapa, Balancan, and 
Tfenosique regions and is presumably a permanent resident. The Ruddy Wood­
hewer is, like the preceding species, found in the lower levels of dense, 
undisturbed rain forest and of dry tropical evergreen woods. I collected 
the first specimen for the State on 21 February 1961 on a hill covered with
^•^Dendrocincla anabatina Sclater, proc. Zool. Soc. London, 27,
1859: 54 (Cfcioa, Honduras")")
195Dendrocincla anabatina typhia Cberholser, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. 
Philadelphia, 56, 1904: 452 (Puerto Morelos, Yucatan [=Quintana Roo], 
Mexico).
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dense rain forest 1 mile east of Teapa. This bird remains the only record 
for this species outside the eastern section of the State. Later near 
3alancan, in dense dry tropical evergreen woods, the species was observed 
in comparative abundance. Four or five individuals were seen at one tine, 
gathering in response to "squeaking." In this particular 'wood Dendrocincla 
homochroa appeared to be the most abundant (or at least the most obvious) 
woodhewer. In November it was observed occasionally in the dense rain for­
est region S miles southeast of Tenosique. This species is also greatly 
attracted by ant swarms, willis (196(J: 159) states that in British Honduras 
it forages higher than D. anabatina. i-y experience in Tabasco v.ith this 
form 'was very limited, but I did not notice this difference in habitat pre­
ference. I observed the bird most frequently in the lower levels of the 
rain forest and have on occasion seen it within a few inches of the ground. 
There is no definite evidence of breeding, out the species is undoubtedly 
a permanent resident within the State.
Tabascan birds are referable to D. h. homochroa.
Sittasomus criseicapillus (Vieillot)
Olivaceous woodhewer
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.-- 1 mi. £ Teapa: 9, 3 April 195? (11.0) D3, w.o7, t.62;
2, 2 May 1959 (11.5) DB, w.69, t.65. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: 9, 3 November
1961 (11.1) L8, w.60, t.66. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 54): Reforma 
[La Reforma], 22 May 1939. Peters (1951: 20): Reforma [La Reforma], Ridg­
way (1911i 231): Teapa. Salvin and Godman (1891: 177): Teapa.
Ihis bird is another typical permanent resident of the dense rain 
forest belt of the southern part of the State. Its preference for undisturbed
l^bpendromanes homochrous Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 27,
1359: 382 (Teotalcingo, Oaxaca, Mexico).
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woods is indicated by comparing daily records frcm Teapa with those from 
the collecting locality c uiiles southeast of Tenosique. In a three-mcnth 
period in 195? af Teapa, a well cut over area, I saw three birds on two 
occasions, and during February 1961 I nofod only a single bird there. Dur­
ing a one and a half month stay at Teapa, J. K. McDonald (in lift. j reported 
the species but once. On the other hand, the oird was observed every day 
during my visit 3 miles southeast of Tenosique in undisturbed rain forest 
and was the most- abundant woodhewer in the area. The species has also been 
observed on several occasions in she rair. forest south of Chontalpa. Al­
though th-- bird extends its range into the dip/ portions of she Yucatan Ben- 
insula, I did not note ios presence in the dry woods north of Balancan.
The Olivaceous ..oodhewer ranges in its feeding from the lower to the higher 
levels of the rain forest.
Tabasco is situated in the zone of intergradation between _0. r, syl- 
vioides.3-97 a large, dark race ranging from Ban Luis Potosi to Costa :iica, 
and 3. £. gracileus,  ^ 8  the small, pale Yucatan race. Brodkorb (1943: 54) 
allocated a specimen frcm La heforma to gracileus after comparing it with 
a tcpctypical series. Peters (1951: 19) and Blake (1953: 307; include ex­
treme eastern 'Tabasco in the range of gracileus and state that sylvioides 
occupies the remainder of the State, filler et al. (1957: 4oj do not in­
clude Tabasco in the range of sylvioides. In size my specimens more nearly 
approximate the means given by Paynter (1955: 172) for gracileus. The Ten­
osique specimen is also lighter in coloration (with more olive on the 'under
• ^ Sittascmus sylvioides Lafresnaye, ,-ev. nag. Zool., 2, 1850:
590 (Mexico [=Veracruz, Mexico]).
•^^Sittasomus griseicapillus gracileus Bangs and Peters, 3ull. Mus. 
Comp. ZoSl.T-^ ^ -!?^: 392~(Chichen_’ltza, YucatSn, Mexico).
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parts) than the Teapa birds and is thus typical of gracileus. On the other 
hand, the Teapa birds are almost as dark as typical sylvioides frcm north­
ern Oaxaca and San Luis Potosi. Because of the small1 size of all the spe­
cimens, I refer Tabascan birds to gracileus, but recognize the increasing 
tendency toward sylvioides as one moves west.
Glyphornynchus spirurus (Vieillot)
Wedge-billed Woodhewer
SPECIMENS. LSUKZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: ?, 4 March 1959 (15.3) DB; 2, 11 March 
1959 (15*5) DB; <f, skeleton, 30 April 1959 (14.7) DB. 6 mi. N Tapijulapa:
?, 11 March 1961 (15.1) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosiaue: <?, 12 November 1961 (16.5) 
L3.
This species is an uncommon permanent resident of the rain forest belt 
of Ihbasco. Although to date it is known only from the Teapa, Tapijulapa, 
and Tenosique regions, further field work will undoubtedly extend its range 
to include the entire rain forest belt. During three months at Teapa in 
1959, I recorded the species eleven times, but never more than one or two 
birds per day. It was observed regularly, but in small numbers, in the rain 
forest S miles southeast of Tenosique, but was conspicuously absent from the 
rain forest region south of Chontalpa. Although it is usually encountered 
in the lower levels of the rain forest, it is sometimes observed in relative­
ly open cacao, rubber, or coffee groves. The male collected on 30 April 
1959 was in breeding condition.
The race that ranges through the area is G. s. pectcralis. 9^9
1997 Glyphorhynchus pectcralis Sclater and Salvin, Proc. Zool. Soc. 
London, 28, 1860: 299 (Choctum, Vera Paz, Guatemala).
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Dendrocolaptes certhia (Boddaert)
Barred woodhewer
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  2 mi. S Chontalpa: <J, 24 March 1961 (59.6) DB. 1 mi.
E Teapa: <S, 1 April 1959 (57.9) DB. 11 mi. N Balancan: 2, 10 May 1961 
(59.9) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: cf, 5 November 1961 (62.7) LB; <?, 8 Novem­
ber 1961 (64.5) LB; cf, 10 November 1961 (60.0) DB.
The Barred Woodhewer is an uncommon permanent, resident of the lower 
levels of rain forest and dry tropical evergreen woods. To date within 
Tabasco, with the exception of one bird seen 8 alles southwest of Qcuapan, 
on Dece;:iber 10, 1961, it is known only from she localities listed above. 
Ihough the species is typically a bird of rain forest, I saw it occasionally 
in the relatively dry woods near Balancan. It appare^ jkly prefers dense, un­
disturbed -woods, as it was recorded most commonly in the Tenosique region 
(the area that best exemplifies this condition); but, in the vicinity of 
Teapa, it was observed most frequently in open cacao groves. Ihe bird is 
rather wary and difficult to approach. Because of this characteristic, I 
assumed it to be rare until I discovered its attraction to "squeaking".
This species is, along with the denarocinclids, a follower* of any swarms 
(Willis, I960: 159). Ihe males of 24 March and 1 April had testes in, or 
very nearly in, the breeding condition; the remaining specimens, however, 
did not possess enlarged gonads.
Thbascan birds are referable to the subspecies D. c. sanetithomae.
Xiphorhynchns flavigaster Swainson 
Ivory-billed Woodhewer
^ ^Dendrocops Sancti-Thcmae Lafresnaye, Rev. Mag. Zool., 4, 1852:
466 (In insula Sancti-Thomae [=Santo Tomas, Guatemala]).
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: 2, 22 March 1961 (43.6) D3. 1
mi. E Teapa: 2, 4 March 1959 (43.4) DB; cf, 13 April 1959 (50.2) DB; 2, 21 
March I960 (no wt.) DL; 2, 18 February 1961 (49.3) DB; c?, 23 February 1961 
(55.4) EA. Balancan: 2, 26 April 1961 (39.7) EA. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: ?,
6 November 1961 (43.6) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943 : 54):* Balan­
can, three, 14 May 1939; He forma [La Reforma], 22 May 1939; 15 km. N Refor­
ma [La Reforma], 2$ Kay 1939; San Isidro, 8 June 1939; Boca del Cerro, 3 
July 1939. Ridgway (1911: 246): Teapa; Frontera. Wetmore and Parkes (1962: 
59): La Venta, ten; Teapa, three; Frontera.
'His species is a very common permanent resident throughout the rain 
forest belt as well as all other wooded area within the State and is un­
doubtedly the most abundant member of its family in Tabasco. It was noted 
in large numbers in the dense, undisturbed rain forest 8 miles southeast 
of Tenosique (thirty-seven birds in fourteen days), but it was observed 
commonly in the dry tropical evergreen woods near Balancan. This species 
is the only woodhewer that can be expected with any degree of certainty in 
localities outside the rain forest belt. It is often seen in small patches 
of fresh-water swamp forest (for example, La Venta, 29 March 1959) and is 
encountered frequently in open cacao, coffee, and rubber groves. The bird 
ranges in its feeding from the lower to the higher levels cf the forest, 
beginning at the base of a tree and working toward its top. None of the 
LSUMZ specimens from the State had enlarged gonads.
Wetmore and Parkes (1962: 57) have recently revised this species. My 
series fits the description given for the new race X. f» ascensor.^ -  which 
ranges from central Veracruz to Tabasco.
Lepidocolaptes souleyetii (Des Murs)
Streak-headed Woodhewer
201Xiphorhynchus flavigaster ascensor Wetmore and Farkes, Proc.
Biol. Soc. Washington, 75, 1962; 57 (Coyame, Veracruz, Mexico).
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: 9, 22 March 1961 (28.5) DB. 8 
mi. SE Tenosique: 9, 3 November 1961 (26.0) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brod- 
korb (1943: 54): Reforma [La Reforma], 22 May 1939; 15 Jan. N Reforma [La 
Reforma], two, 25-27 May 1939. Peters (1951: 48): Reforma [La Reforma]; 
Teapa. Ridgway (1911: 267): Teapa. Salvin and Godman (1891: 187): Teapa.
With the possible exception of Dendrocincla homochroa, this is prob­
ably the least common woodhewer in the State. I encountered it less fre­
quently than any other member of the family. It so markedly resembles 
X. flavigaster, however, that some individuals may be overlooked as be­
longing to that species. The Streaked-headed 'Roodhewer is a permanent 
resident, primarily inhabiting dense, ’undisturbed rain forest, and it was 
noted more frequently in the Tenosique and Chontalpa regions than elsewhere 
in the State. Cn 17 December 1961, however, I recorded two individuals 3 
miles east of Sanchez Kagallane^ in the swampy coastal district. Although 
Salvin and Godman (1891: 187) listed the species from Teapa, neither J, K. 
McDonald (in litt.), J. P. Gee (in litt.), nor I encountered it at that 
locality. In typical woodhewer fashion, Lepidocolaptes souleyetii ranges 
in its feeding from the lower levels of the forest to the tops of the high­
est trees. Neither of my two specimens was in breeding condition.
20°I refer Tabascan birds to the subspecies L. s. insignis.
Family FURNARIIDAE 
Synal1 axis erythrothorax Sclater 
Rufous-breasted Spinetail
202Picolaptes compressus insignis Nelson, Auk, 14, 1397: 54 
(Otatitlan, Veracruz, Mexico).
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SPSCDfENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: tf, 20 March 1959 (17.5) DB; 2, 22 
March 19^0 (19.5) DL; 2, 24 February 1961 (17.9) DB. Balancan: 2, 26 
April 1961 (lo.S) EA; tf, 26 April 1961 (15.4) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. 
Brodkorb (1943: 55): Tenosique, four, 13-14 June 1939. Paynter (1955:
174): Tenosique, four; Allende, two. Ridgway (19H: 190): Frontera;
Teapa, two. Salvin and Godman (1891: 150): Teapa.
This species is a common permanent resident of dense brusnland and 
forest edges. Near Teapa the Rufous-breasted Spinetail is numerous in 
the dense brush along the railroad right-of-way and along the edges of 
the Rio Puyacatengo, Near Ciudad Pemex the bird is quite common in the 
thickets scattered through the wet marshland, but it is as plentiful in 
the dry, brushy sectors of the Balancan region. This species is exceeding­
ly noisy, and its presence is much more easily detected by its voice than 
by sight of the bird. It will, however, respond readily to "squeaking.*'
On 3 April 19ol, an individual was observed constructing a huge nest of 
sticks in a thicket in the marshy country 7 miles east of Ciudad Pemex. In 
size the nest was approximately one by one by two feet and was about six 
feet above the ground. None of the specimens had greatly enlarged gonads, 
although the female collected on 22 Karen had an ovary measuring 5.0 mm. 
in greatest dimension.
Killer et al. (1957: 52) give the range of the race Z. £. erythrotho-
rax2^ as extending from eastern Tabasco to Honduras. Ihe race S. e, fur- 
tlva,^04 ranging from northern Oaxaca to western Tabasco, is said to differ 
from erythrothorax in that the median portion of the abdomen is grayer, less 
whitish, and the flanks are more olive without any tinge of reddish. In
203Synallaxis erythrothorax Sclater, Proc. Zool. 3oc. London, 23, 
1855: 75 (Coban, Guatemala and Honduras).
^ ^ Synallaxis erythrothorax fartiva Bangs and Peters, 3ull. Mus. 
Comp. Zool., o7, 1927: 476 (Presidio, Veracruz, Mexico).
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studying a series of spinetails from Oaxaca, Tabasco, and British Honduras,
I have noticed that the Oaxacan birds have, on the average, slightly grayer 
abdomens than the British Honduran birds. However, with respect to the 
coloration of the abdomen, I am able to distinguish only a few individual 
Oaxacan specimens from only a few individual British Honduran birds, and
1 can distinguish no basic difference in flank color. In abdomen coloration 
one of the Teapa birds resembles the Oaxacan birds, while the other two Tea­
pa specimens more nearly resemble the British Honduran birds. I could not, 
w i t h  any degree of accuracy, draw a line through the State to separate 
the ranges of the two races. The differences appear so slight and dependent 
to such an extent upon individual variation that I believe that it merely 
confuses the issue to divide the population into two races. I would prefer, 
therefore, not to separate furtiva from erythrothorax and to consider all 
Tabascan birds as members of the latter race.
Automolus ochrolaemus (Tschudi)
Buff-throated Automolus
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. 5 Chontalpa: 2, 1 April 1961 (41.4) DB. 1 mi.
2 Teapa; 2, 23 March 1959 (38.8) DB; 2, 13 May 1959 (45.8) DB; 2, 14 March 
1961 (37.9) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: 2, 5 November 1961 (38.3) LB. PUB­
LISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 55): Santo Tomas, two, 21-23 June 1939. 
Bidgway (1911:' 218): Teapa.
This species is a common permanent resident of the rain forest under- 
story. In this habitat it is probably the most common fumariid in the 
State. Because the bird is shy, its true abundance, however, cannot be 
appreciated until its song is learned. It is found in about equal abun­
dance in the three major rain forest sections of Ihbasco, the Chontalpa, 
Teapa, and Tenosique regions. I have never recorded it from any other 
part of the State, as it appears to avoid the swampy lowland sector. A
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female from Teapa on 13 May had an enlarged ovary.
laoascan birds are referable to A. o. cervinigularis.2^
Xenops minutus (Sparrman)
Plain Xenops
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 2, 27 April 1959 (12.0) DB; ?, 20 
February 1961 (7.2) EA. 11 mi. N Balancdn: cf, 3 May 1961 (10.5) DB. 8 
mi. SE Tenosique: cf, 12 November 1961 (11.8) LB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Ridg­
way (1911: 174): Teapa. Salvin and Godman (1891: 164): Teapa.
Ihis species is an uncommon permanent resident of the rain forest
belt and dry tropical evergreen woods. It was encountered most frequently
in the dense rain forest 8 miles southeast of Tenosique (twelve birds in
fourteen days) and in the dry tropical evergreen woods north of Balancan.
In contrast, at Teapa during three months in 1959, I noted the species on
only three occasions. In behavior the Plain Xenops is reminiscent of a
nuthatch— flitting about small limbs, vines, and leaves in search of its
food supply. Like the nuthatch this species often hangs upside down from
its perch; but, unlike that bird, the Plain Xenops is seldom, if ever, seen
on the broad side of a tree trunk, for it confines its activities to the
smaller distal branches. The male collected on 3 May had enlarged testes.
X. m. mexicanus20^ ranges from southern Mexico to Honduras.
Sclerurus guatemalensis (Hartlaub)
Scaly-throated Leafscraper
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SE Tenosique: d, 13 November 1961 (36.0) DB. 
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Miller et al. (1957: 54): Teapa, two, 30 March-4 April 
1900. Ridgway (1911: 170): Teapa.
^ ^ Anabates cervinigularis Sclater, Proc. Zool, Soc. London, 24, 1856: 
288 (C<$rdova, Veracruz, Mexico).
^Q^Xenops mexicanus Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 24, 1856: 289 
(Cordova, Veracruz, Mexico).
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My experience with this species in Tabasco is based solely upon the 
one specimen mentioned above. This bird was feeding in the midst of an 
ant swarm when I flushed it from the rain forest floor. It flew to a 
neighboring bush and began to call incessantly. For a short period of time, 
it perched on the side of a tree trunk in the manner of a woodpecker, brac­
ing itself with its stiff tail feathers. It then flew back to the ground 
among the swarming ants but continued to call. To my knowledge, the spe­
cies is known from only two localities in the State, Teapa and Tenosique, 
and is a rare permanent resident. It evidently requires dense, undisturbed 
rain forest as its habitat. With sufficient field work it ’will probably 
be found to be present, although rare, throughout the rain forest belt,
Tne testes of the November bird were quite large, 6.5 nan. in length, and 
possibly the bird was in the vicinity of a nest, Russell (MS.) states 
that a specimen from British Honduras on 14 November also was in breeding 
condition, whereas the specimens collected in March and April did not have 
enlarged gonads. The evidence, thus, seems to indicate that this species 
breeds during the later months of the year.
Tne Tabascan bird is referable to 5. g. guatemalensis.^7
SPECIMEN. L3UKZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 6, 7 March 1959 (61.9) DL. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 55): Tenosique, three, 14-28 June 1939. Ridgway 
(1911: 30): Teapa. Salvin and Godman (1892: 197): Teapa.
Family FORMICARIIDAE 
Taraba ma.jor (Vieillot) 
Great Antshrike
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The Great Antshrike has rarely been recorded from Tabasco; and, indeed, 
I have never seen the bird in the Gtate. The only specimen obtained through 
an L5UMZ expedition is the one mentioned above. Lay reported that he en­
countered the bird in dense brush next to a side road east of Teapa. This 
species is assumed to be a permanent, although rare, resident of thickets 
and brush, much the same habitat as that occupied by its very common rela­
tive Ihamnophilus doliatus. To my knowledge, the Great Antshrike has been 
taken only from the Teapa and Tenosique regions, but it probably occurs, 
although in small numbers, in its proper habitat throughout the rain for­
est belt.
20SIhe subspecies that reaches Tabasco is 14 m. melanocrxssa.
Thamnophilus doliatus (Linnaeus)
3arred Antshrike
SPBCEGNo. L5UMZ.—  1 mi. £ Teapa: d, 8 March 1959 (28.5) DB; d, 21 March 
1959 (27.8) D3; d, 19 April 1959 (24.5) D3; d, 24 February 1961 (45.4) 3A;
5, 9 March 1961 (28.5) 33. Balancan: d, 27 April 1961 (26.6) DB. 8 mi.
3E Tenosique: d, 8 November 1961 (26.7) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb 
(1943: 56): 3alancan, three, 9-14 May 1939; 15 km. N Reforma tLa Reforma],
2? May 1939; Tenosique, three, 14-27 June 1939; Santo Tomas, 24 June 1939. 
Ridgway (1911: 41): Teapa; Frontera. Salvin and Godman (1392: 202): Teapa.
Ihe Barred Antshrike is one of the characteristic birds of thickets 
and brush. This is one species that is benefiting from the destruction 
of the rain forest by man. Paynter (1955: 176) states that in the Yucatan 
Peninsula "it exists almost solely in thickets which occur naturally."
Tnis does nop seem necessarily to be the case in Tabasco. It is unusually 
abundant in the tangles and undergrowth that result soon after a strip of
208Thamnophilus melanocrissus Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London,
23, I860: 252 (Santecomapan, Orizaba, Veracruz [=Goban, Guatemala]).
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rain forest has been burned. It however, not restricted to the rain for­
est belt but occurs throughout the State wherever the correct habitat is pre­
sent and hence it may be locally abundant, or absent. Because of its habitat 
the bird is not readily seen, and the best indication of its abundance is 
its voice. It will, however, respond readily to "squeaking." Although it 
is a permanent resident throughout the State, I found it most abundant in 
the eastern section of the State, near 3alancan and Tenosique. None of the 
specimens xvere in breeding condition.
The dark race T. d. intermedius^ ^  occurs from eastern Mexico through 
Central America to Costa Rica, exclusive of the Yucatan Peninsula. The Tea­
pa specimens are typical of this race. Brodkorb (1943: 56) claims that the 
birds of the eastern section of Tabasco (Tenosique; Balancan) "are quite 
pale and possibly should be referred to T. d. y u c a t a n e n s i s My Tenosique 
specimen is almost dark enough for a typical intermedius. but the Balancan 
bird is very light, possessing an almost white breast patch. The birds of 
the dry 3alancan region are, I think, best referred to yucatanensis, while 
chose from the remainder of the State are fairly typical of intermedius.
Ihamnistes anabatinus 3clater and Salvin 
Tawny Antshrike
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Miller et al. (1957: 5o): Teapa, two, 20 March-14 April 
1900. Ridgway (19-1: 23): Teapa, two.
Thamnophilus intermedius Pddgway, Proc. U- 0. Nat. Hus., 10, 18S7:
581 (Truxillo, Honduras).
21Q
Thamnophilus doliatus yucatanensis Ridgway, Proc. Biol. 3oc. Wash­
ington, 21, 1908: 193 (Terriax, Yucatan, Mexico).
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The occurrence of this species in the State is documented by the 
two specimens from Teapa mentioned above. Russell (MS.) states that the 
birds he and Peck collected in 3ritish Honduras "were foraging high in 
the tops of trees in the tall, humid forest.” The Thwny Antshrike, although 
rare, is probably of regular occurrence in the rain forest belt of southern 
Ihbasco.
Ihe subspecies that barely extends its range into southern Mexico is 
T. a. anabatinus.
Dysithamnus mentalis (Temminck)
Slaty-capped Antvirec
SPECIMENS. L50MZ.—  8 mi. SE Tenosique: <?, 5 November 1961 (12.2) LB; 9,
5 November 1961 (12.3) LB; d, 7 November 1961 (12,7) DB.
In Tabasco this species is known from one locality, 8 miles southeast
of Tenosique, where I assume it to be a permanent resident. On 4 November
1961, L. C. Binford saw an individual of this species there, and the next
day he collected two specimens, a male and a female. From 4 to 15 November,
eighteen individuals were recorded at that same locality. The species is
an inhabitant of the understcry of dense, undisturbed rain forest and is
often found foraging with small flocks of Kicrorhopias quixensis. Ihe
Slaty-capped Antvireo is known from but one other location in Mexico, Paca-
tun, Campeche (Traylor, 1941: 212). Ihe Ihbascan specimens were not in
breeding condition.
D. m. septentrionalis^-^  is said to occur from extreme southern Mexico
to Panama. Ihe Tabascan birds, however, differ from a series from Guatemala
and Honduras in exhibiting less yellow on the abdomen and more slate on the
213-lhamnistes anabatinus Sclater and Salvin, Proc. Zool. See. Lon­
don, 28, 1860: 299 (Chocturn, Vera Paz, Guatemala).
^ ^Dysithamnus mentalis septentrionalis Ridgway. Proc. Biol. 3oc. 
Washington, 21, 1^03:19^ (Choctum, Vera Paz, Guatemala;.
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breast. There appears, however, bo be no stable measurement difference. 
Russell (MS.) compared five British Honduran and three Honduran specimens 
with four birds from Costa Rica and noted that the Costa Rican population 
might be darker and larger. I do not have an ample series, and the dif­
ferences I have mentioned are possibly best explained by individual varia­
tion. I feel that there is sufficient basis for more research with this 
group.
Mcrorhopias quixensis (Cornalia)
Dot-winged antwren
SP£CIMiiK.'3. L.i’ul'12.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: d, 17 larch 1961 (7.6) D3; 2, 17
1-larch 1961 (8.1) DB. 3 mi. 32 Tenosique: d, 5 November 1961 (7.7) DB.
PU3LI1HZ2 RECORDS. Srodkorb (1943: 57): 15 km. N Reforma [La Reforma], two, 
25-26 Kay 1939; La Palma, two, 6 June 1939. Ridgway (1911: 79): Teapa.
In Tabasco the Dot-wiaged Antwren is a permanent resident of the
rain forest belt and is locally common, if conditions suit its specifica­
tions (brush at rain forest edge or dense rain forest understory), or else 
conspicuously absent. I have encountered it at but two locations, the 
Cnor.talpa and Tenosique regions. Although the bird has been recorded from 
Teapa, neither J. K. McDonald (in litt.) in forty days, J. P. lee (in litt.) 
in ten days, nor I during my visit ever saw it there. It was found to be
most abundant in the dense, undisturbed rain forest 8 miles southeast of
Tenosique, where it was noted ten out of the fourteen days that I was pre­
sent. During those ten days I recorded seventy-six individuals. It is 
usually observed in small groups of five to ten individuals foraging in 
the rair. -forest understory. None of the three specimens had enlarged go­
nads.
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Ihe race 14. q. bcqcardi^'^ extends from southeastern Mexico to Hondu­
ras.
Cercomacra tyrannina (Sclater)
Dusky Antbird
5FECIM3N5. L.SJMZ.—  7 mi. .v Teapa: 9, 1? February 1961 (15.7) D3. 1 mi.
E Teapa: 9, IS March 1959 (lo.l) D3; d, 6 May 1959 (IS.3) DB; d, 12 fey
1959 (16.5) DB; 9, 14 March 1961 (17.3) EA. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: d, 5
November 19ol (17.2) D3. PUBLISHED 1SCCRDS. 3rodkorb (1943: 57): Tenosi­
que, four, 13-17 June 1939; Santo Tonias, two, 24 June 1939. Bid g way 
(1911: 96): Teapa.
Tne Duska- Antbird is a very common permanent resident of the rain 
forest belt of the State. In that nabitat it prefers the dense forest 
understory and the thickets at the forest edge. It usually is much more 
abundant than it appears to be, as it is very shy and retiring. Until its 
call note and song are learned, it can easily be overlooked, as was the 
case with most rain forest birds, this species also was found in greatest 
abundance in the Tenosique region. The University- of Kansas has two spe­
cimens obtained by ?.. W. Dickerman 6 miles south of Cardenas on 13 and 14 
May 1955. The two males collected in May and the female collected on 18 
March had enlarged gonads.
Tabascan birds are referable to C. t. crepera,^*- which ranges from 
southern Mexico to Panama.
213Formicivora boucardi Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 26, 1853: 
300 (Acatepec, Oaxaca, Mexico).
' ^ Cercomacra crepera Bangs. Auk, 18, 1901: 365 (Divala, Chiriqui,
Panama).
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Formic arlus analls (d'Orbigny and Lafresnaye)
Hlack-faced Antthrush
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: <*, 27 February I960 (57.1) DL. 8 ai.
SE Tenosique; 9, 6 November 1961 (64.0) LB; <5, 12 November 1961 (62.5) DB. 
PUBLISHED RECOHDS. Brodkorb (1943: 57): La Palma, 2 June 1939; San Isidro,
9 June 1939; Tenosique, three, 15-28 June 1939; Santo Tomis, two, 21-22 
June 1939. Eidgway (1911: 120): Teapa.
This species is a secretive inhabitant of the floor of dense, ’undis­
turbed rain forest. Fortunate indeed is the observer who receives more 
than a fleeting glance of this bird as it either flies or runs in the op­
posite direction. Once its call note is learned, however, it is found to 
be more common than originally suspected. On 27 February I960 at Teapa,
D. M. Lay captured an individual of this species in a mist net in a corn­
field at the edge of the rain forest. I saw a bird myself on 13 March 
1961 at Teapa, and later L. C. Binford recorded a pair on 14 April 1961 
at the same locality. These are my only records for this species from 
the vicinity of Teapa. In the dense rain forest 8 miles southeast of Ten­
osique, on the other hand, I found it quite common. It is undoubtedly a 
permanent resident throughout the rain forest belt but is evidently quite 
rare west of the eastern section of the State. None of ay specimens had 
greatly enlarged gonads.
The three Tabascan specimens are referable to F. a. monlliger^-5 vith 
the qualification that they show a tendency toward F. a. pallidus.^-^ The 
whitish area of the abdomen is more extensive than it is in typical aoni- 
liger from Oaxaca, but not nearly so extensive as in typical pallid us from
^•^Fonaicarius moniliger Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 24, 1856: 
294 (Cirdova, Veracruz, Mexico).
^-^Fumarius pallidus Lawrence, Ann. New Tork Acad. Sci., 2, 1882: 
288 (Yucatan, Mexico).
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the Yucatan Peninsula. Contrary to what should seem to be the case, the 
Teapa bird is much lighter than either of the two Tenosique specimens; how­
ever, there is considerable variation among individuals from any given lo­
cality.
Grallaria guatimalensis Prlvost and Des Murs 
Scaled Antpitta
SPECIMEN. L3UMZ.—  1 mi. E Iteapa: <J, 20 March I960 (89.0) DL. PUBLISHED 
RECORD: Ridgway (1911; 150): Teapa.
On 20 March I960, D. M. Lay captured in a steel mammal trap the spe­
cimen listed above. The trap was lying upon the ground on a hillside cov­
ered with rain forest near Teapa. This record is only the second for this 
species from the State. However, the bird is extremely secretive and may 
be more common than the data indicate. The larger of the testes of Lay’s 
specimen measured 4.5 mm.
The race ranging through southeastern Mexico to Nicaragua is G. &. 
guatimalensis . ^-7
Family COTINGIDAE 
Cotinga amabilis Gould 
Lovely Cotinga
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: cf, 17 March 1961 (55*7) EA. Santa
Rosa, 10 mi. SE Tenosique: <J, 9 November 1961 (62.9) DB.
E. T. Armstrong and I saw a pair of Lovely Cotingas fly past our camp
^•?Gr*11 aria guatimalensis Prevost and Des Murs, Zool. Voyage Venus, 
Atlas, livr 1, 1846 [=1842]. pi. 4 (Guatemala).
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10 miles south of Chontalpa on 16 March 1961. The next day Armstrong col­
lected the first specimen for Thbasco. Additional birds were seen on 22 and 
23 March. The only other record from the State is the individual I col­
lected at Santa Rosa in November of the same year. This species is a bird 
of open rain forest and prefers the tops of the tallest trees in the vici­
nity. The bird collected in March had enlarged testes.
Attila spadiceus (Gnelin)
Bright-rumped Attila
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. S Chontalpa: 2, 7 December 1961 (43.3) DB. 10 
mi. S Chontalpa: d, 16 March 1961 (51.6) DB. 1 ad. E Teapa: 2, 11 May 1959 
(46.6) DB. 2 mi. E Teapa, Tacotalpa road: <?, 22 February 1961 (47.8) DB.
11 mi. N BalancAn: d, 3 May 1961 (38.4) DB. 3 mi. SE Ttenosique: d, 4 Novem­
ber 1961 (46.5) DB; d, 13 November 1961 (46.3) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. 
Brodkorb (1943: 58): 15 km. N Reforma [La Reforma], 28 May 1939; San Isidro,
9 June 1939. Hellmayr (1929: 138): Frontera. Nelson (1901a: 172): Fron- 
tera, 27 April 1900. Ridgway (1907 : 810): Frontera.
Although this species is typically an inhabitant of the rain forest 
belt, it can be looked for in almost any type of woods within the State.
For example, on 5 March 1961, I observed an individual in a mangrove swamp 
near the mouth of the Rio San Pedro y San Pablo; and, on 17 December 1961,
I recorded an individual in the mangroves along the coast 3 miles east of 
Sanchez Magallanes. Attilas were also seen occasionally in the dry tropi­
cal evergreen woods near Balancan. They were found to be most abundant, how­
ever, in the three rain forest districts, the Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosi­
que regions. They are often encountered perched, after the manner of a fly­
catcher, on an exposed limb in an open area within the forest. That much 
of their food is obtained on the wing is indicated by the presence of highly 
developed rictal bristles. This species ranges from the lower levels of 
the forest to the tops of the tallest trees. Although there is evidence
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that it wanders somewhat, it can be classed as a permanent resident. The 
testes of the February bird measure 4*0 mm., those of the March bird 10.0 
mm., and those of the May bird 6.5 cm. The female collected in May also 
had an enlarged ovary, but the ramaining specimens did not have enlarged 
gonads.
The series of specimens from various sections of the State appear, in 
most respects, to fit the characters of A. s. flammiT«.tus; however, in 
wing length they measure below the average that Ridgway (1907: 808) gives 
for A. citreopygus salvini^-9 (now flammulatus). Nelson (1901a: 172) named 
Attila mexicana^^ from a specimen collected by him and E. A, Goldman on 27 
April 1900 at Frontera. Concerning this race, Hellmayr (1929: 138) claims 
that the differences are attributable to nothing more than individual varia­
tion. I refer Thbascan birds to flammulatus.
flhytipterna holerythra (Sclater and Salvin)
Rufous Mourner
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: <J, 23 March 1961 (36.3) DB; <?, 31 
March 1961 (37.3) DB. 1 mi. E Teapa: rf, 27 March 1961 (39.0) DB. 8 mi.
SE Tenosique: rf, 3 November 1961 (36.0) LB.
This species is an uncommon permanent resident of dense, undisturbed 
rain forest. In addition to the four specimen records listed, there are 
four sight records for the Rufous Mourner from the State, one bird 7 miles 
south of Chontalpa on 14 April 1961 and one bird per day 8 miles southeast
Attila flammulatus Lafresnaye, Rev. Zool., 11, 1848 : 47 (Colum­
bia [=Veracruz, Mexico]).
^•^Attila citreopyga salvini Ridgway, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 
19, 1906: llS (Pasa Nueva, Veracruz, Mexico).
^ °Attila mexicana Nelson. Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 14, 1901:
172 (Frontera, Tabasco, Mexico).
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of Tenosique on 4, 5> and 8 November 1961* I collected the first bird on 
27 Harch 1959, 1 mile east of Tsapa, and it remains the only record for 
the species from that region. In the denser portions of the rain forest 
belt south of Chontalpa and southeast of Tenosique, the Rufous Mourner is 
occasionally encountered side by side with its sibling species Lipaugus 
unirufus. Both specieB are birds of the middle to upper levels of the for­
est and feed extensively by flycatching. All of the March specimens were 
in breeding condition.
Tabascan birds belong to the nominate race R. h. holerythra.^-
Lipaugus unirufus Sclater 
Rufous Piha
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: <?, 16 March 1961 (83.7) DBj <5, 22 
March 19&1 (84.9) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: <f, 5 November 1961 (88,6) DB. 
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 58): San Isidro, 8 June 1939. Bidgway 
(1907: 823): Teapa.
My experience with the Rufous Piha in Tabasco is restricted to two lo­
calities, 7 to 10 miles south of Chontalpa and 6 miles southeast of Tenosi­
que. At these loclities the species is found in the middle to upper stories 
of the dense rain forest and is usually more common than its sibling species 
Rhvtipterna holerythra. Its presence would be very difficult to detect were 
it not for its explosive call, which reminded me of the piercing cry of a 
large hawk. The two March birds had larger gonads than the November bird 
but were probably not yet in full breeding condition.
L. u. unirufus^is the subspecies that occurs in the State.
^ lipaugus holeiythrus Sclater and Salvin, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 
28, 1860: 300 (Chocturn, Vera Pas, Guatemala).
^ ^Lipaugu8 unirufus Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 27, 1859: 385 
(Playa Vicente, Oaxaca [«Playa Vicente, Veracrus], Mexico).
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Pachyramphus cinnamomeus Lawrence 
Cinnamon Becard
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.-^ 1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 5 March 1959 (22.4) DB; 9, 5 May 
1959 (20.6) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: <?, 4 November 1961 (19.1) DB; 9, 7 
November 1961 (20.9) LB. PUBLISHES RECORD. Ridgway (1907: 841): Teapa, 
four.
In the State this species is known from but two localities, Teapa and
8 miles southeast of Tenosique. However, it is probably a permanent resi­
dent, although uncommon, throughout the rain forest belt. Within the for­
est this species is an inhabitant of the middle to upper levels. On 6 
November 1961, 8 miles southeast of Tenosique I observed a small flock of 
seven individuals, and on the following day L. C. Binford saw two birds at 
the same locality. A H  other records were of single birds. None of the 
specimens were in breeding condition.
Ihe race P. c. fulvidior^3 ranges from southern Mexico to Costa Rica.
Pachyramphus major (Cabanis)
Gray-collared Becard
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkarb (1943 : 53): 15 km. N Refoma [La Refoima], 28 
May 1939. Miller et al. (1957: 61): fiefonaa [La Reforms].
The specimen cited above, an adult male, is the only record for this
species from the State. Throughout most of its range, the Gray-collared 
Becard is an inhabitant of the upper level of tall forests. Thus it cam 
easily escape detection and may not be quite as rare in the State as one 
might suppose from it's having been found only once.
Pachyramphus cinnamomeus fulvidior Gk*iscom, Bull. Mus. Comp. 
Zool., 72, 1932: 357 (Toledo district, British Honduras).
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
250
In assigning the specimen to the race P. m. australis,^24 Brodkorb 
(1943: 58) comments that although "it is as small [wing, 77.5 nmw* tail, 
58.5 am.] as Pachyramphus major itzensia^S from Yucatan, it has more 
black on the back, and the underparts are a little darker than in that 
fora,"
Platyp8aria aglaiae (Lafresnaye)
Rose-throated Becard
SPECIMENS. L S U H Z 1 mi. E Teapa: 2, 2 March 1959 (33.2) DB; <?, 11 March 
1959 (32.1) DB; d, 11 May 1959 (32.3) DB; 9, 25 February 1961 09.2) EA;
2, 25 February 1961 (36.4) DB. 11 mi. H Balancan: d, 3 May 1961 00.8)
DB. Balancan: d, 29 April 1961 (32.4) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Ridgway 
(1907: 853): Frontera, five. Salvin and Godaan (1890: 122): Teapa.
The Rose-throated Becard is a comnon permanent resident of the middle 
to upper levels of open woods throughout the State. It does not demand 
dense, undisturbed forest, as do seme of its relatives, but is sometimes 
even found in trees at the edges of town. Among its favorite haunts may 
be listed cacao, coffee, and rubber groves at the margins of the rain for­
est. Localities within the State, other than those mentioned above, where 
I have recorded this species are: 9 miles south of Huimanguillo, 7 to 11
miles south of Chontalpa, 17 miles north of Villahermosa, 7 miles west of 
Teapa, 2 miles east of Teapa on the Tacotalpa road, 7 miles east of Ciudad 
Pemex, Sniliano Zapata, and 8 miles southeast of Tenosique. The four males 
collected in March, April, and May were all in breeding condition.
^ Pachyrhamphus major australis Miller and Grisccm, Amer. Mus. 
Novit., 159, 1925: 3 (San 'Rafael del Norte, Nicaragua).
Pachyrhaaphus major itzensis Nelson, Proc, Biol. Soc. Washing­
ton, 14, 1901: 173 (ChichenItza, YucatAn, Mexico).
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226Thbascan birds are typical of the dark sub3pecie3 P. a. 3umichrasti.
Tityra semifasciata (Spix)
Masked Tityra
SPECIMENS♦ L 3 U M Z 1 mi. E Teapa: cf, 5 March 1959 (86.4) DB; cJ, 27 April 
1959 (82.2) DB; 9, 28 April 1959 (95.5) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb 
(1943 : 59): Balancan, two, 14-17 May 1939; Frontera, 27 April’ 1900; Teapa,
22 March and 18 April 1900. Ridgway (1907: 872): Teapa; Frontera.
This species is the most abundant, or at least most obvious, cotinga 
in Tabasco. It occurs throughout the State, from the rain forest belt to 
the coast. Frequently a pair i3 either seen sitting on an exposed dead 
branch at the very top of the tallest tree in the vicinity or flying from 
one feeding place to another. That the species feeds extensively on fruits 
is indicated by the number of specimens that are stained therefrom. All 
three of the males had enlarged testes, but they probably had not yet at­
tained the full breeding condition.
Bangs (1915: 125) separated the Yucatan population from T. s. persona- 
ta22^ on the basis of lighter coloration in the male. This population he 
named T. s. deses.228 Brodkorb (1943: 59) states that "the color characters 
of deses are not very constant;" but, on the basis of measurements, he ex­
tended the range of this race to include Tabasco and southeastern 7eracruz.
I agree with Paynter (1955: 184) that there is not sufficient stability in 
any character, either of coloration or size, to warrant recognition of deses. 
Hence I refer Tabascan birds to personata.
22^Pjatyp8aris aglaiae sumichrasti Nelson, Auk, 14, 1897: 52 (Ota- 
titlin, Veracruz, Mexico)!
227Htyra personata Jardine and Selby, Illus. Ornith., 1, 1827: pi.
24 (Real del Monte, Hidalgo, Mexico).
228Tityra f«»eii at* deses Bangs, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington,
28, 1915: 125 (Chichfo Itza, Yucatin, Mexico).
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Erator Inquisitor (Lichtenstein)
Black-capped Tityra
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  La Venta: d, 28 March 1961 (51.6) DB. 2 mi. E Teapa, 
Tacotalpa road: d, 13 March 1959 (47*0) DB. 3 mi. N Tapijulapa: d, 8 March 
1961 (52.5) EA. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: d, 12 November 1961 (46.3) LB. PUB­
LISHED RECORDS. Ridgway (1907: 864): Teapa. Salvin and Godman (1890: 120): 
Teapa.
This species is found in essentially the same type of habitat as its 
more abundant relative Tityra semifasciata and, although uncommon in Tabas­
co, is undoubtedly a permanent resident there. Near Teapa it seems to pre­
fer the tall dead trees in the vicinity of the Rfo Puyacatengo. In the 
Balancin region, it was occasionally observed in the tops of dead trees 
dispersed through the open countryside. As is the case with Tityra semifas­
ciata. the Black-capped Tityra is also usually encountered in pairs. It 
was observed in only one locality not listed amorgthe records of specimens: 
10 miles south of Chontalpa, where I saw a pair on 22 March 1961# The 
March specimens had only slightly enlarged testes. Although unconmon in 
Tabasco, this species is undoubtedly a permanent resident.
E. i. fraserii^9 occurs from southeastern Mexico to Panama.
Family PIPRIDAB 
Pipra mentalis Sclater 
Red-capped M&nakin
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 ad. S Chontalpa: 2, 22 March 1961 (19.0) DB. 8 mi. 
SE Tenosique: d, 2 November 1961 (18.7) DB; d, 13 November 1961 (19.7) DB.
^ P a Caris] Fraserii Kaup, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 19, 1851: pi.
47, pis. 37 and 38 (no locality [=Veracruz, Mexico]).
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PUBLISHED RECORDS, Brodkorb (1943: 60): Reforma [La Reforma], 22 May 1939;
15 km, N Reforma [La Reforma], 27 May 1939; La Palma, 3 Jane 1939; San 
Isidro, eight, 8-10 Jane 1939* Hellmayr (1906: 14): Teapa. Ridgway (1907: 
746): Teapa, eight, Salvin and Godman (1890: 109): Teapa,
The Red-capped Manakin is a permanent resident of the understory of 
dense, undisturbed rain forest. That it prefers undisturbed woods is in­
dicated by its scarcity in the vicinity of Teapa, a region that has been 
badly cut over. On 27 February 1961, I caught a fleeting glimpse of a 
■ale 7 miles west of Teapa— ny only personal record from that area. The 
species was found to be locally common in certain sections of woods in the 
Chontalpa and Balancan regions. At the other extreme, in the undisturbed 
rain forest 8 miles southeast of Tenosique in November, it was perhaps the 
most abundant bird within the forest proper. For example, on 5* 6, and 7 
November 1961, I counted respectively twenty, eighteen, and fifteen indivi­
duals. The University of Kansas has a specimen obtained by R. W. Dickeman 
5 miles southeast of Macuspana on 7 May 1955* The March female had an en­
larged ovary.
Tabascan birds are referable to P. m. aentalis.^30
Manacus candei (Parzudaki)
White-collared Manakin
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: 9, 22 March 1961 (20.8) DB. 7 =i. 
W Teapa: d, 10 April 1959 (19*9) DB; d, 28 March I960 (20.0) DL. 1 ai. E 
Tfeapa: 2, 19 March 1959 (13.6) DB; d, 16 February 1961 (25.1) DB. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 60): Balancin, 16 May 1939; San Isidro, two, 7-8 
June 1939; Tenosique, three, 11 June 1939; Santo Toais, tw<^  24 June 1939* 
Ridgway (1907: 731): Teapa.
This manakin is a permanent resident of dense, scrubby growth at the
^ ^Pipra mentalis Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 24, 1856: 299, 
pi. 121 (C6rdova, Veracruz, Mexico).
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rain forest margin, and in this habitat is usuall7 seen within a few feet 
of the ground. Within the State there are records for this species from 
the Chontalpa, Teapa, Balancan, and Tenosique regions. In orerail distri­
bution the White-collared Manakin is rather uncommon; but, in its proper 
habitat, it is found to be locally comnon. This species, unlike Pipra men­
talis. was found to be more numerous in the Teapa and Balancan regions, and 
relatively uncommon at Tenosique. It is rather secretive and is not often 
observed; however, it3 wing snapping is a characteristic sound that issues 
from thickets at the edge of rain forest. On 27 February 1961, 7 miles 
west of Teapa, I observed a courtship display of this species. The site 
was a relatively open area beneath the forest canopy and contained a num­
ber of slender trees and vines. In this particular exhibition, two males 
and perhaps three females were involved. The males chased the females from 
one perch to another, always within a few feet of the ground and sometimes 
on the ground itself. Each hop, from one branch to the next, was preceded 
by the characteristic loud snapping of the wings. At times a male would 
land just below his chosen female, throw his head back, and extend his long 
throat feathers forward in such a way that they grotesquely surrounded, and 
projected beyond, the tip of his bill. All the specimens had enlarged go­
nads, but especially the female of 22 March, which carried an egg almost 
ready to be laid.
Schifforais turdinus (VfiLec)
Thrush-like Manakin
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  2 mi. S Chontalpa: d, 21 March 1961 (33.3) EA. 10 mi.
S Chontalpa: d, 30 March 1961 (31.6) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: 9, 6 November 
1961 (no wt.) LB; d, 7 November 1961 (29.7) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brod­
korb (1943 : 60): 15 km. N Beforma [La Reforms], two,' ^4-28 May 1939; La Palma, 
31 May 1939; San Isidro, two, 10 June 1939; Santo Thais, two, 21-24 June 1939.
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This species is a permanent resident of the understory of dense, un­
disturbed rain forest. Within the State it has been reported only from the 
Ocu&pan, Chontalpa, Balancan, and Tenosique regions. Its abundance at a 
locality is one of the better Indications of the quality of rain forest.
For example, this manakin was coumon in the rain forest 3 miles southeast 
of Tenosique. In the Chontalpa region the bird was occasionally recorded; 
and, at my camp U  miles north of Balancin, it was observed on one occasion, 
10 May 1961. On the other hand, neither J. K. McDonald (in litt.), J. P. 
Gee (in litt), nor I ever recorded the species from the cut-over rain for­
est in the vicinity of Teapa. Although easily overlooked, the Thrush-like 
Manakin is tame and inquisitive and becomes very excited at an imitation 
of its whistled call note. Hie male collected on 30 March was in breeding 
condition.
Tabascan birds are typical of S. t. veraepacis.231
Family TTRANNIDAE 
Sayornis nigricans (Swainson)
Black Phoebe
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. SE Teapa: <5, 28 March 1959 (21.2) DB.
The Black Phoebe has been recorded from only one area within the State, 
along the rocky B£o Puyacatengo near Teapa. It was usually seen in the 
middle of the stream upon an exposed rock from which it would pursue its 
insect prey. Cta 20 March 1959, J. X. McDonald (in litt.) observed an in­
dividual at that locality, and there on 28 March I collected the only
^ ^Heteropelma verae-pacis Sclater and Salvin, Proc. Zool. Soc. 
London, 28, 1860: 300 (Choctum, Vera Pas, Guatemala).
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specimen for Tabasco. Ihe following day McDonald saw another Black Phoebe 
along the Bio Puyacatengo. On 27 October 1961, L. C. Binford and I discov­
ered an individual along the same river 2 miles east of Teapa. The speci­
men taken on 23 March had enlarged gonads. Assumedly this species is a 
permanent resident of the area.
The under tail coverts of the Tabascan specimen are essentially white; 
therefore it is referable to S. n. nigricans.232
Pyrocephalu3 rubinus (Boddaert)
Vermilion Flycatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  16 mi. S Villahermosa: <S, 12 May 1959 (13.4) DB. 17 
mi. N Teapa: 6, 12 Miarch 1959 (14.5) DB. 7 mi. E Ciudad Pemex: 9, 3 April 
1961 (11.8) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 61): Balancdn, three,
11-19 May 1939.
This species is a common permanent resident of the open marshland and 
savanna of the State. It is usually seen perched on a exposed fence wire 
or low bush from which it pursues its prey. I have records for the Vermi­
lion Flycatcher from the vicinities of Sanchez Magallanes, Huimanguillo, 
OcuHpan, Chontalpa, Frontera, Miramar, Villahermosa, Teapa. Ciudad Pemex, 
Eniliano Zapata, Balancln, and TsnOBique. North of Balancan in the cattle 
country, this species was most plentiful about the corrals, probably because 
of the overabundance of insects in this habitat. The specimens obtained 
in March and April had enlarged gonads.
Tabascan birds are referable to P. r. blatteus.^
232Xyrannula nigricans Swainson, Philos. Mag., 1, 1827: 367 
(Mexico).
^ Pyrocephalus rubinus blatteus Bangs, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 
24, 1911: 189 (Sabune District, [=Sibun Elver], British Honduras).
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Muscivora forficata (Gmelin)
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher
SPEGIMEWS. LSUMZ.—  La Venta: o', 29 March 1961 (53.7) EA. 15 nd. S Villa­
hermosa : tf, 21 March 1959 ( b o  wt.) DB.
The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher is an uncommon migrant through Tabasco 
and thus far has been reported only during the spring migration. It is 
usually encountered in the open marshland and savanna, either sitting on 
a utility wire or at the top of a tall exposed tree. Occasionally a large 
group of these birds will be noted in migration. For example, I saw a 
flock of twenty-five at La Venta on 29 March 1961. I have records for this 
species on dates ranging from 19 March to 11 May and from the vicinities 
of La Venta, Chontalpa, Frontera, Villahermosa, Teapa, and Balancan, The 
two March males had slightly enlarged testes.
Mascivora tyrannus (Linnaeus)
Fork-tailed Flycatcher
SPECIMENS♦ LSUMZ.-—  7 mi. S Huimanguillo: d, 15 March 1961 (28.6) EA. 18 
mi. BE Teapa: 9, 30 March 1959 (25.0) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb 
(1943: 61): Balanc&n, five, 11-19 May 1939. Rovirosa (1887: 368): San 
Diego; Santa Lucia. Zimmer (1937: 11): San Juan Bautista [Villahermosa].
The Fork-tailed Flycatcher is a common breeding bird of the open 
marshland and savanna of Tabasco. It is usually seen sitting at the top 
of a tall grass stalk or small bush, but occasionally it perches on a util­
ity wire, I have records for this species within the State on dates rang­
ing from 4 December to 20 May. According to Miller et al. (1957: 70), 
there is no Mexican record for this bird later in the summer than 25 July. 
The Fork-tailed Flycatcher has been noted at Francisco Rueda, Huimanguillo, 
Ocuapan, Cunduacan, Villahermosa, Huastecas, and Balancan. My specimens 
taken in March had enlarged gonads.
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Tabascan birds are of the race JJ, t. m o n a c h u s . 2 3 4
Tyrannus tyrannus (Linnaeus)
Eastern Kingbird
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: <f, 28 April 1959 (48.3) DB. 11 mi. K 
Balancfin: 9, 11 May 1961 (49.0) DB. PUBLISHED RECORD. Cooke (1905: 8): 
Tabasco.
For a short period in the spring and the fall, this kingbird is a com­
mon migrant through Tabasco, often in flocks of considerable numbers. It 
is usually observed in flight, on utility wires, or in the tops of tall trees.
E. P. Edwards (in litt.) reported seeing, on 6 September 1959 at Frontera 
"two or three flocks of Eastern Kingbirds flying generally southeast (up 
the river, 2:00 P.M.)." He counted ten to twenty birds per flock. Between 
Frontera and Rfo San Pedro y San Pablo, Biwards observed additional indivi­
duals of this species. During the spring migration there are records for 
this species from the State on dates ranging from 18 April to 15 May inclu­
sive, from the vicinities of Villahermosa, Teapa, and Balancan. The speci­
mens taken in April and May had slightly enlarged gonads.
* 'Qrrarmus verticalis Say 
Western Kingbird
On 22 April 1959, J. K. McDonald and I saw a flock of ten kingbirds 
flying along a fence row in the open marshland south of Miramar. At that 
time there was no question in our minds concerning the identification of 
these birds as Western Kingbirds. We must admit, however, that the
Tyrannus (Milvulus) monachus Hartlaub, Rev. Zool., 7, 1844 : 214 
(Guatemala).
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similarity between this species and the Tropical Kingbird is close enough 
to cast an element of doubt upon a mere sight observation.
lyrannus melanchollcus Vieillot 
Tropical Kingbird
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  12 mi. 5 Villahermosa: 9, 7 March 1961 (45.2) DB. 15 
mi. S 7illahermosa: 2, 12 May 1959 (54.2) DB. 17 mi. N Teapa: <?, 12 March 
1959 (44.1) D3. 11 mi. N Balancan:$ 12 Hay 1961 (41.3) DB. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943 : 62): Balancan, 10 May 1939; La Palma, two, 3-5 June 
1939. Ridgway (1907: 702): Frontera, two. Rovirosa (1887: 368): Rio Macus- 
pana. Salvin and Godman (1889: 102): Teapa.
This permanent resident is one of the more abundant and widely distri­
buted species within Tabasco. It avoids only the densely wooded sections. 
The Tropical Kingbird is particularly abundant in the open marshland and 
savanna but is also a very common inhabitant of village parks and the edges 
of towns. All the specimens had enlarged gonads. Tne ovary of the female 
taken 15 miles south of Villahermosa in May was greatly enlarged.
T. m. c h l o r o n o t u s 2 35 is the subspecies that occurs in Ihbasco.
Legatus leucophaius (Vieillot)
Piratic Flycatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: <5, 25 March 1959 (29.3) D3; 2, 15 April 
1959 (29.8) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 62): Tenosique, two, 16 
June 1939. Ridgway (1907: 440): Teapa. Salvin and Godman (1888: 39): Ato- 
yac; Teapa.
Ihe Piratic Flycatcher is an uncomaon breeding bird of the State (it 
possibly migrates from Tabasco in the winter). I have seen the bird only 
in the tall trees along the Rio Puyacatengo at Teapa, on dates ranging 
from 25 March to 15 April. It has been recorded from the State on dates
^ ^ Tyrannus chloronotus Berlepsch, Omis, 14, 190?: 474 (Temax, 
Yucatan, Mexico).
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ranging from 25 March to 16 Jane* L. L. Wolf observed several individuals 
of this species on 12 April 1961. The Piratic Flycatcher is an inhabitant 
of the rain forest canopy and trees at the forest edge. Aside from Teapa 
this species has been recorded from Atoyac and Tenosique. The University 
of Kansas has a specimen collected by R. W. Dickerman southwest of Teapa 
on 24 May 1955 • The male obtained on 25‘March had slightly enlarged tes­
tes, and the female taken in April had an enlarged ovary.
The race occurring in Tabasco is L. 1. variegatus.^^
Myiodynastes luteiventris Sclater
Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 15 April 1959 (58.6) DB; d, 14 May 
1959 (43.9) DB. Pato, 9 mi. N Balancan: d, 15 May 1961 (40.9) DB. PUB­
LISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 62): Balancan, 16 May 1939; Reforma (La 
Reformat, 23 May 1939. Ridgway (1907: 658): Teapa.
The Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher is known only as an uncommon susmer 
resident in Tabasco. This species has been recorded from the State on 
dates ranging from 15 April to 23 May, but the time of departure in the 
fall ha8 not been determined. I have records for this flycatcher only 
from the vicinities of Teapa and Balancan, where it was usually seen in 
small groups in the tops of tall trees either at the forest edge or in the 
open country. Cn 26 April 1961, three of these birds were observed produc­
ing a considerable racket in an oak grove at Balanc&n. The three specimens 
taken in April and May were in breeding condition.
Tabascan birds are referable to M. 1. luteiventris.*^?
^ ^ ELainea variegata Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 24, 1856:
297 (Cordova, [Veracruz, Mexico]).
^ ^Myiodynastes luteiventris Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 27, 
1859: 42 (Vera Paz, Guatemala).
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Myiodynastes maculatus (Muller)
Streaked Flycatcher
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 63): La Palma, 3 June 1939; Boca del 
Cerro, three, 1-4 July 1939. Ridgway (1907: 661): Teapa.
I have never observed this species within Tabasco; and, aside from 
the published records cited above, I know of only one other report of its
occurrence within the State. Cn 15 April 1959, J» K. McDonald (in litt.)
observed an individual east of Teapa. All the localities of record are 
in the rain forest belt. Myiodynastes maculatus is very similar to M. 
luteiventris and could easily be confused with that bird. However, I stu­
died carefully all the Sulphur-bellied Flycatchers that I saw but still 
did not find the Streaked Flycatcher within the State. The status of this 
species in Tabasco is uncertain.
M. m. insolens^^ occurs from eastern Mexico to Guatemala.
Megarhynchus pltangus (Linnaeus)
Boat-billed Flycatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E T»apa: cf, 10 April 1959 (65.1) DB; 8, 15
April 1959 (66.4) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Moore (1941: 37): Frontera, 8
March. Ridgway (1907: 666): Frontera. Salvin arid Godman (1889: 52):
Teapa.
The Boat-billed Flycatcher is a common permanent resident of the semi- 
open country near the edge of the rain forest and dry tropical evergreen 
woods of Tabasco. It is not nearly as abundant, however, as are the other 
two similar yellow-bellied flycatchers, the Kiskadee and the Social Flycatcher.
^^MEyiodynastes] audax insolens Ridgway, Man. K. Amer. Birds,
1887: 332 (Mirador, Teracruz, Mexico).
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There are records for the Boat-billed Flycatcher from near Chontalpa, Fron­
tera, Villahermosa, Teapa, Balancin, and Tenosique. Cto 15 April 1961 north 
of Villahermosa, L. R. Wolfe (in litt.) found a nest containing four eggs 
20 feet high on a horizontal limb of a tree. The two April males from 
Tabasco had enlarged testes.
The range of M. ]>. m e x l c a n u s ^ 9  extends from southern Mexico to Panama.
Myiozetetes similis (Spix)
Social Flycatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: <?, 28 February 1959 (37.3) DB; 9, 2 
April 1959 (40.0) DB; 9, 19 February 1961 (30.5) EA. Balancln: 9, 28 
April 1961 (29.9) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: <?, 2 November 1961 (30.7) KB. 
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Miller et al. (1957 : 76): Frontera, 25 January. Sal­
vin and Godman (1889: 41): Teapa.
The Social Flycatcher is one of the most abundant and obvious of Tabas­
can birds, and it occurs throughout the State. It is most abundant in the 
semiopen and cultivated country near the wooded sectors and also is very 
comaon about the Tabascan villages. As is indicated by the cooimon name, 
this species is often noted in large aggregations of ten to fifty birds.
Such a group is capable of making considerable noise, particularly toward 
dusk. The specimens obtained in April had enlarged gonads.
Tabascan birds are referable to M. 3. texensis.^^
Pitangus gulphuratus (Linnaeus)
Great Kiskadee
239Scaphorhynchus Mexicanus Lafresnaye, Rev. Mag. Zool., 3, 1651:
473 (Mexico^
^ ^Muscicapa texensis Giraud, Sixteen New Species Texas Birds,
1841: pi. 1 (Texas ["Veracruz, Mexico]).
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 16 March 1959 (63.9) DB; <?, 10 
April 1959 (68*8) DB; d, 23 February 1961 (62.5) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. 
Ridgway (1907: 673): Hontecristo [Bniliano Zapata]; Frontera, six. Rovi- 
rosa (1887: 369): Rio Macuepana. Salvin and Godman (1889: 44): Atoyac; 
Teapa.
This species, one of the more readily observed of Tabascan birds, 
is an abundant permanent resident vdthin the State. It is found every­
where except in the dense forested areas. It frequents the open marshland 
and dry savanna as well as the semiopen cultivated regions at the forest 
edge. Like the Social Flycatcher, this species is also a common bird of 
the village outskirts and parks. Between 12 and 15 April 1961, L. R. Wolfe 
(in litt.) found it common "and nesting in low thorn bushes along the roads" 
near Villahermosa. Some of the nests contained eggs, and others were not 
completed. The Tabascan specimens from February through April had en­
larged gonads.
Most recent workers include southern Mexico within the range of P. s. 
guatimalensis. and I follow this classification. Miller et al. (1957: 
76), however, state that populations of "southern Mexico are best regarded 
as belonging here [under P. s. derbianus]2^ 2 rather than in P. s. guatima­
lensis."
Hylarchus crinitus (Linnaeus)
Crested Flycatcher 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  11 mi. N Balancln: <f, 8 May 1961 (33.0) DB.
O i l
^ xSaurophagU8 guatimalensis Lafresnaye, Rev. Mag. Zool., 1852:
462 (Guatemala).
242
Saurophagus Derblanaa Kaup, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 19, 1851:
44, pi. 36 (Zacatecas, Mexico).
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On 8 May 1961, I collected & Crested Flycatcher in the dry tropical 
evergreen woods 11 miles north of Balancan. A few days later, on 11 and 
15 May in the same region, I saw a few other individuals that probably 
were of the same species; however, these sight identifications were not 
definite. I know of no other observations of this flycatcher within Tabas­
co. The male collected in May had slightly enlarged testes.
The Tabascan specimen is referable to M. £. boreus.243
Myiarchus tyrannulua (MBller)
Wied’s Flycatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUKZ.—  9 oi. S Huimanguillo: <?, 21 March 1961 (38.7) EA. 17 
mi. H Teapa: 9, 2? April 1959 (40.7) DB. 1 mi. SE Teapa: <5, 28 March 1959 
(40.4) DB. Balancan: «?, 25 April 1961 (39.4) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brod- 
korb (1943: 64): Balancan, three, 9-11 May 1939; Boca del Cerro, 2 July 
1939. Check-list of North American Birds (1957: 338): TBapa; Balancan. 
Ridgway (1907 : 62277 Teapa; Frontera. Salvin and Godman (1889 : 89): Tsapa.
Wied's Flycatcher, although not as abundant as M. tuberculifer. is 
a breeding bird in Tabasco, especially in the open marshland and savanna.
The status of this species during the nonbreeding season is questionable. 
Birds in the northern section of its range are known to migrate; and most 
of the Tabascan population may also leave during the winter months, as I 
did not note the bird at that time of year. It was encountered most fre­
quently and in the largest numbers in the Balancan region. I have records 
also for the vicinities of La 7enta, Parai30, Huimanguillo, Frontera, Yill- 
ahermosa, Tsapa, Efcdliano Zapata, and Balancan. The LSUMZ specimens obtained 
in March and April had enlarged gonads.
' ^ Myiarchus crinitus boreus Bangs, Auk, 15, 1898: 179 (Scituate, 
Massachusetts).
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Tabascan birds are referable to M, t. cooper!.^*-
Kyiarchus yucatanensis Lawrence 
Tucatan Flycatcher 
SPECIMENS. L5UMZ.—  11 mi. N BalancSn: cf, 6 May 1961 (23.2) DB.
The specimen cited above is the only record for this species from 
Tabasco. It was collected from the edge of the dry tropical evergreen 
forest. Although represented by only one specimen, this species is prob­
ably an uncommon to common permanent resident in this habitat north of 
Balancin.
ESyiarchus tuberculifer (D'Orbigny and Lafresnaye)
Olivaceous Flycatcher
SPECIMENS. L S U M Z 10 mi. S Chontalpa: <?, 22 March 1961 (no vt.) EA. 17 
mi N Teapa: d, 27 April 1959 (21.2) DB. 1 mi. E Teapa: ?, 25 March 1959 
(19.8) DB; 9, 14 April 1959 (21.1) DB; 9, 28 February 1961 (20.1) DB. 1 
mi. S mouth R£o San Pedro y San Pablo: ?, 6 March 1961 (17,9) DB. 7 ®i.
E Ciudad Pemex: <?, 3 April 1961 (18.9) DB. Balancln: 9, 24 April 1961 (no 
wt.) EA; d, 27 April 1961 (18.4) DB; d, 29 April 1961 (16.6) EA. 8 mi. SE 
Tenosique: cf, 14 November 1961 (17.3) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb 
(1943: 65): Balancln, 17 May 1939; Beforma [La Beformaj, &  May 1939; Pro- 
rincia, 29 May 1939; Boca del Cerro, 2 July 1939; Teapa, three, 22 March- 
12 April; Montecristo [Bniliano Zapata], 5 May. Cory and Hellmayr (1927: 
185): Frontera; Monte Cristo [Bniliano Zapata], Ridgway (1907: 643; 648): 
Teapa; Atoyac; Frontera; Montecristo, three. Salvin and Godman (1889: 94): 
Atoyac; Teapa.
The Olivaceous Flycatcher, the most abundant member of its genus in 
Tabasco, is a very common inhabitant over much of the State. I have re­
corded it from the rain forest edges, mangroves, and open marshland, but 
it was probably most numerous in the open savanna. I have recorded this
^ ♦ Kyiarchus cooperi Baird, Bept. Pac. E. R. Survey, 9, 1858: 180 
(Mexico).
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species from the vicinities of La Venta, Sanchez Magallane3, Ocuapan, 
Huimanguillo, Chontalpa, Villahermosa, Teapa, Rfo San Pedro y San Pablo, 
Ciudad Peaex, Bniliano Zapata, Balancln, and Tenosique. The northern popu­
lation of the Olivaceous Flycatcher is known to migrate. Whether or not 
the population that breeds in Tabasco is resident is unknown. However, 
the species appears to be represented in the State throughout the year; 
there are records from 20 February through IS December.
W. E. Lanyon has examined my specimens of this species and states 
that they are closer to M. t. platyrhynchus2^  than to M. t. lawrencei,^ *  
especially in size*
Muttallorni8 borealis (Swainson)
Olive-sided Flycatcher 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Brodkorb (1943: 66): Balancan, 16 May 1939.
To ay knowledge, the specimen collected on 16 May 1939 at Balancan 
represents the only record for this transient in Tabasco.
Contopus virens (Linnaeus)
Eastern Wood Pewee
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: 2, 31 March 1961 (13.0) DB. 8 mi. 
NW Teapa: <?, 11 April 1959 (17.0) DB. 1 mi. E Tbapa: <J, 13 April 1959 (12. 
3) DB: 9, 28 April 1959 (18.0) DB; 9, 2 May 1959 (15.0) DB; tf, 11 May 1959 
(17.1) DB. Balancin: <?, 28 April 1961 (13.6) DB. PUBLISHH) RECORD. Ridg­
way (1907: 519): Teapa.
^ Myiarchus platyrhynchus Ridgway, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington,
3, 1885: 3 (Cozumel Island, [Quintana Roo, Mexico]).
^ ^ Muscicapa lawrencei Giraud, Sixteen New Species Texas Birds, 
1841: 9, pi. 2 (Texas t-Nuevo Leon, Mexico]).
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Members of the genus Contopus are commonly encountered within Tabasco, 
but it is almost impossible to distinguish the species in the field. The 
Eastern Wood Pewee is the most abundant of the three species in the State, 
but I have definitely recorded it only during the months of March, April, 
and May while on migration northward. Members of this genus have been seen 
during the late autumn, but the only definite records at that season have 
been for C. sordidulus and C. clnereus. The Eastern Wood Pewee is usually 
observed in the middle levels of the rain forest and of dry tropical ever­
green woods. There are records for this species from the vicinities of 
Chontalpa (aside frcm the specimens cited above, an individual was seen and 
heard on 14 April 1961 by L. C. Binford), Villahermosa, Teapa, and Balancan. 
The LSUMZ specimens had slightly enlarged gonads.
Contopus sordidulus- Sclater 
Western Wood Pewee
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SE Tbnosique: ?, 8 November 1961 (11.3) DB. PUB­
LISHED RECORDS. Miller et al. (1957: 84): Teapa. Ridgway (1907: 525): Teapa.
The Western Wood Pewee is known in the State only aa a rarely recorded
migrant; but, because of its confusion with the other two species of pewees,
it is undoubtedly often overlooked. The only definite personal record that 
I have for this species is the specimen collected on 8 November 1961, 8 miles 
southeast of Tenosique. There were several other pewees observed during
November at that locality, and some of them may have been of this species
also. The only definite locations for records of the Western Wood Pewee 
within Tabasco are Tsapa and Tenosique, The LSUMZ specimen did not have 
distinguishable gonads.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
268
The Tabascan records are referred to the race C. s. sordidulus^ ?  by 
Miller et al. (1957: 84). Although the correct subspecific identification 
of the Tenosique specimen is probably sordidulus. I cannot be positive.
The normal difficulties involved are amplified by the fact that the bird 
is unsexed.
Contopus cinereus (Spix)
Tropical Pewee
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SE Tenosique: <?, 10 November 1961 (12.6) DB. 
PUBLISHED RECOBDS. Ridgway (1907: 527): Teapa. Salvin and Godman (1889:
8£>): Teapa.
This species is the resident pewee of Thbasco. Estimating its abun­
dance is difficult because of confusion with C. virens and C. sordidulus. 
but evidence indicates that this pewee is uncommon within the State. For 
example, pewees are not common except during migration; and, despite a 
search for Tropical Pewees, eight out of the nine specimens that I collected 
were not of this species. The only definite record that I personally have 
for this pewee is the specimen collected 8 miles southeast of Tenosique on 
10 November 1961. There is also a record for the Tropical Pewee from Teapa, 
bird, taken in November, did not have enlarged gonads.
The race of this species extending from southern Mexico to Panama is
C. c. brachytarsus.248
2^7Contopus sordidulus Sclater, Proc. Zool. See. London, 27, 1859: 
43 (Carizaba, Veracruz, Mexico}.
^ ^ Bnpidonax brachytarsus Sclater, Ibis, 1, 1859: 441 (C6rdcva, 
Veracruz, Mexico).
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Bnpidonax flaviventria (Baird and Baird)
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. S Chontalpa: 8, 5 December 1961 (11.3) DB. 1 mi. 
E Tbapa: ?, 27 February 1959 (12.1) DB; 2, 16 March 1959 (10.6) DB; ?, 18 
March 1959 (10.9) DB; 2, 23 March 1959 (10.0) DB; ?, 12 May 1959 (11.1) DB; 
8, 14 May 1959 (10.4) DB; 2, 18 Februaiy 1961 (no wt.) EA; ?, 1 March 1961 
(12.6) DB. PUBLISHED RECOBDS. Salvin and Godman (1889: 73): Teapa.
Members of the genus Bnpidonax are difficult to identify in the field 
on the breeding grounds. Wintering birds are virtually impossible to iden­
tify specifically in the field, and therefore the only definite specific re­
cords are necessarily based on specimens. Members of this genus are very 
common winter visitants in Tabasco, and the Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, with 
the possible exception of the Least Flycatcher, is the most abundant Bapi- 
donax, judging from the specimens collected. Members of this genus are 
most commonly encountered in the rain forest belt, but there are records 
from the vicinities of Chontalpa, Teapa, Balancan, and Tfenosique. The 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher has been definitely recorded only from the Chon­
talpa and Teapa regions. The specific identifications of all the LSUMZ 
Bnpidonax flycatchers were checked by N. X. Johnson.
Bnpidonax virescens (Vieillot)
Acadian Flycatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 8, 28 April 1959 (12.0) DB; 2, 6 May 
1959 (16.0) DB.
The two specimens cited above from the vicinity of Tsapa are the only 
definite records for this species. It is probably much more common than 
the data indicate and is probably a regular migrant and winter visitant.
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Bnpidonax traillii (Audubon)
TTail.1»3 Flycatcher 
SPECIMEN.. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 14 May 1959 (12.9) D3.
The specimen cited above from near Teapa is the only definite record 
for this species from the State. It is undoubtedly often overlooked and 
is probably a regular migrant through Tabasco.
Subspecific identification of this migrating bird is not possible,
Bnpidonax minimus (Baird and Baird)
Least Flycatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 ni. S Chontalpa: cf, 1 April 1961 (no wt.) EA. 1
mi. E Teapa: 9, 1 March 1959 (7.9) DB; d, 15 April 1959 (9.5) DB; 9, 30
April 1959 (9.4) DB; 9, 16 February 1961 (no wt.) EA. Balancfin: ?, 27
April 1961 (9.1) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: 9, 12 November 1961 (8.6) DB; <f,
14 November 196I (9.9) DB. PUBLISHED RECORD. Ridgway (1907: 562):
Frontera.
This flycatcher is undoubtedly a coianon migrant and winter visitant 
in Tabasco, especially the rain forest belt. Specific identification in 
the field, however, is not often possible, and the Least Flycatcher is 
undoubtedly often overlooked. It ha3 been recorded from the vicinities 
of Chontalpa, Frontera, Teapa, and Tenosique and on dates ranging from 16 
February to 30 April during the spring migration and from 12 to 14 Novem­
ber during the fall.
Terenotriccus erythrurus (Cabanis)
Ruddy-tailed Flycatcher
SPECIMENS♦ LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SE Tenosique: 9, 4 November 1961 (6.2) DB; <3,
4 November 1961 (6.5) DB; 9, 6 November 1961 (6.2) LB.
On 4 November 1961 in dense rain forest 8 miles southeast of Tenosique, 
I collected a pair of these flycatchers. Both of these birds had been
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sitting in the trees 15 to 20 feet above the ground and came nearer in 
response to ny imitation of the call of the Ferruginous Pygmy Owl. Ruddy­
tailed Flycatchers were subsequently seen on 6, 7» H ,  13* and 14 November
of the same year at the same locality. Uii3 is the only location within
the State from which the species is known, and the records given in this 
account are the first for Mexico.
The race of this species that extends its range into Tabasco is T. a. 
f ulvigulari s. ^ 9
Myiobius sulphureipygius (Sclater)
Sulphur-rumped Flycatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SE Tenosique: 9, 2 November 1961 (9*4) DB; rf,
& November 1961 (12.3) LB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 67): 15 km. 
N Reforma [La Refonna], 27 Hay 1939; Santo Tomls, 22 June 1939. Ridgway 
(1907: 491): Teapa. Tbdd (1922: 29): Teapa, two.
The Sulphur-rumped Flycatcher is a permanent resident of the lower 
story of dense rain forest within Tabasco. I have 3een this species only 
in the vicinity of Tenosique, although it has been taken in other parts
of the State, such as Teapa. Near my camp 8 miles southeast of Tenosique,
this flycatcher was common and was seen on almost every day that I was 
present. The rain forest in that region is much less disturbod than that 
at Chontalpa or Teapa, and this factor wa3 probably the reason why I ob­
served the Sulphur-rumped Flycatcher only near Tenosique. In its manner 
of flitting about, drooping its wings, spreading its tail, and exhibiting 
its rump, this species reminded me of a redstart. The two specimens were 
obtained in November and did not have enlarged gonads.
^ ^Myioblus fulvigularis Salvin and Godman, Biol. Centr.-Amer.,
2, 1889 : 58 (Santa- Fe, Veraguas, Panama).
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M. s. sulphureipygius^^ is the form occurring in Tabasco.
Qny chorhynchus mexicanus (Sclater)
Royal Flycatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.-—  1 ai. E Teapa: 2, 17 March 1959 (20.4) DB; <?, 27 
April 1959 (22.9) DB; <J, 19 February 1961 (10.7) EA. 2 mi. E Tsapa, Ta- 
cotalpa road: 2, 13 March 1959 (17*9) DL. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: <J, 5 Novem­
ber 1961 (20.1) LB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943 : 67): 15 km. N 
Reforma [La Reforaa], four, 24-27 May 1939; La Palma, 1 June 1939, San 
Isidro, 8 June 1939; Santo Tomas, two, 22-23 June 1939. Ridgway (1907:
355): Teapa.
The Royal Flycatcher is an uncommon permanent resident of the rain 
forest belt as well as the sections of dry tropical evergreen woods north 
of Balancin. I have recorded this species from Chontalpa, Teapa, Balancan, 
and Tenosique, but it was much more numerous at the last locality. It is 
most frequently encountered in the lower levels of the forest but occasion­
ally is seen high in a tall tree. The striking crown feathers are not eas­
ily noted in the field because the bird usually holds them appressed against 
the back of his neck. »fhen these feathers are hidden the bird is rather
nondescript and easily overlooked. The March and April birds had enlarged
gonads.
0. m. mexicanus2^! ranges from southeastern Mexico to Honduras.
Platyrinchus aystaceus (Vieillot)
White-throated Spadebill
250Tyrannula sulphureipygia Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 24, 
1856: 296 (Cordova, Veracruz, Mexico).
‘^ Kascivora mexicana Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 24, 1856:
295 (Cordova, Veracruz, Mexico).
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  9 ai. S Huimanguillo: 9, 21 March 1961 (8.0) DB. 8 
ml. SE Tenosique: 9, 6 November 1961 (9.2) LB. PUBLISHED RECOBDS. Brodkorb 
(1943: 68): 15 km. N Reforma [La Reforma], two, 27-28 May 1939; San Isidro,
8 Jane 1939#
Within Tabasco this flycatcher is a locally common permanent resident 
of the anderstory of rain forest and dry tropical evergreen woods. It is 
seldom observed more than 4 or 5 feet above the ground. It often remains 
perched in one position for some period of time, thus making its detection 
somewhat difficult. I have personal records for the species from the vi­
cinities of Huimanguillo, Ocu£pan, Chontalpa, Balancan, and Tenosique. In 
addition, there are published records from Tsapa, La Reforma, and San Isidro. 
The March female had a slightly enlarged ovary.
I refer the Tabascan birds to P. m. cancroninus^^ with the reservation 
that they show an approach to P. m. timothei.^53 the form occurring along 
the base of the Yucatan Peninsula. The bird from Tenosique has the greener 
back, a characteristic of timothei.
Tolmosqrias sulphurescens (Spix)
Yellow-olive Flycatcher 
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. W Teapa: 9, 17 February 1961 (14.2) DB. 1 mi. 
E Tsapa: cf, 17 March 1959 (14.7) DB; 4, 1 April 1959 (13.2) DB; 4, 13 April 
1959 (13.9) DB; 4, 6 May 1959 (no wt.) DB. Balancan: 9, 25 April 1961 
(14.6) DB; 4, 26 April 1961 (12.0) DB; 9, 28 April 1961 (14.4) EA. 8 mi. 
SE Tenosique: 9, 7 November 1961 (16.4) DB. PUBLISHED BECORDS. Brodkorb 
(1943 : 68): BalancAn, 15 May 1939; Befonoa [La Reforma], 22 May 1939; 15 
km. N Reforma [La Reforma], 28 May 1939. Salvin and Godman (1888: 10): 
Tsapa.
^ ^Platyrhmchus cancrcminns Sclater and Salvin, Proc. Zool. Soc. 
London, 28, 1860: 299 (Chocturn Vera Pas, Guatemala).
^ Platyrinchus nystaceus timothei Paynter, Postilla, Yale Peabody 
Hus., 18, 1954 : 2 (24 km. Ntf Ztoccno, Quintana Boo, MsocLco).
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The Tellow-olive flycatcher is a common to very common perjaanent resi­
dent frequenting the middle levels of the humid rain forest and of the dry 
tropical evergreen woods of the State, This species is very active and is 
one of the more abundant and better known of the forest flycatchers of 
Tabasco. I have records from the vicinities of Ocuapan, Chontalpa, Teapa, 
Bniliano Zapata,Balancan, La Haforma, and Tenosique; but it was found in 
greater abundance in the eastern section of the State (Balancan; Tenosique), 
The specimens collected in March, April, and May had enlarged gonads. The 
testes of the male taken on 6 May were greatly enlarged.
T. s. cinereiceps^54 occurs from southern Mexico to Costa Rica,
Rfrypchocyclus brevirostria (Cabanis)
fye-ringed Flatbill
PUBLISHED RECORD. Brodkorb (1943 : 68): 15 km N Reforma [La Reforms], 27 May 
1939.
The specimen cited is, to mg' knowledge, the only record for this fly­
catcher from Tabasco. The species probably, however, occurs sparingly 
throughout the rain forest regions of the State.
The race of this species occurring in Mexico is R. b. brevirostris.^55
Todirostrum clnercum (Linnaeus)
Common Tody-flycatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  18 mi. HE Teapa: <J, 14 March 1959 (5.3) DB; $, 9 April 
1959 (6.0) DB. 7 mi. E Ciudad Pemex: <?, 3 April 1961 (5.2) DB. 8 mi. SE
^ ^Cyclorhynchus cinereiceps Sclater, Ibis, 1, 1859: 443 (Oaxaca,
Mexico).
^55Cyclorhynchus brevirostris Cabanis, Arch. Naturg., 13, 1847:
249 (Jalapa, Veracruz, Mexico ]T.
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Tenosique: d, 7 November 1961 (6.4) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Bangs (1904: 
114): San Juan Bautista [Villahermosa], three, 7 March" 1890. Brodkorb 
(1943: 68): Balancin, 13 May 1939; Teapa; Montecristo [Bniliano Zapata]; 
FTontera, four. Ridgway (1907: 364): Teapa. Salvin and Godman (1888:
12): Tsapa*
This species is a common permanent resident of the open marshland and 
dry savanna of the State. It forages through the small trees and brush 
that are sparingly distributed thro U^h thlS habitat. This species is very 
tame and easy to approach. There are records for its occurrence near 
Frontera, Villahermosa, Boastecas, Teapa, Ciudad Pemex, Bniliano Zapata, 
Balancln, and Tenosique. At the last locality this flycatcher was not 
found in the rain forest, but rather in an open orange and lemon grove near 
the edge of the Laguna Coba. The March and April specimens had enlarged 
gonads.
Tabascan birds are typical of T. c. finitimum,^ ^  a race whose type 
locality is Villahermosa.
Todirostrum sylvia (Desmarest)
Slate-headed Tody-flycatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: d, 20 February 1961 (7.4) DB; ?, 28 
February 1961 (7.7) DB. 6 mi. H Tapijulapa: 2, 11 March 1961 (6.5) EA. 
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943 : 68): BalancAn, 17 May 1939. Miller et 
al. (1957: 98): Teapa; San Juan Bautista [Villahermosa]. Ridgway (1907: 
369): Teapa; San Juan Bautista [Villahermosa]. Salvin and Godman (1888:
13): Tsapa.
The Slate-headed Tody-flycatcher occupies a type of habitat entirely 
different from that of T. cinereum. Whereas that species is a bird of open 
country, this uncommon permanent resident frequents dense undergrowth and 
and brush at the rain forest edge, usually within a few feet of the ground.
^ ^ Todirostrum cinereum finitimum Bangs, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washing­
ton, 17, 1964: 114 (San Juan Bautista, Tabasco, Mexico).
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In the field this flycatcher much resembles the Northern Bentbill, and the 
two species may be easily confused. Although the Slate-headed Tody-fly­
catcher has also been reported from Villahermosa and Balancan, I have ob­
served it only at Teapa and Thpijulapa. None of the specimens had enlarged 
gonads.
T. s. schistaceiceps^ 7  occurs from southern Mexico to Panama.
Oncostoma cinereigulare (Sclater)
Northern Bentbill
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. S Chontalpa: rf, 1 April 1961 (6.3) EA. 1 mi.
S Teapa: 2, 5 March 1959 (6.5) DB; d, 16 March 1959 (7.4) DB; d, 8 May 
1959 (6.5) DB; d, skeleton, 8 May 1959 (5.4) DB; 2, 18 March 1961 (6.0)
DB. Balancan: cf, 29 April 1961 (6.3) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: 2, 10
November 1961 (5.8) LB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 69): Frontera, 
three, 9 March-29 April 1900, Ridgway (1907: 359): Frontera.
Hie Northern Bentbill is a very common permanent resident of wooded
sections all over the State, but is most abundant in the rain forest and 
dry tropical evergreen woods. This species inhabits the lower levels of 
the forest, and its presence there is readily noted by its call, one of 
the characteristic sounds of the dense Tabascan woods. This flycatcher has 
a wide distribution within the State; it has been recorded from La Venta, 
Cardenas, Huimanguillo, Ocuapan, Chontalpa, Frontera, Teapa, Balancan, and 
Tenosique. The specimens taken in May had greatly enlarged gonads as did 
also the male collected on 16 March. Except for the male obtained on 1 
April, the remaining specimens had slightly enlarged gonads,
257Todirostrum schistaceiceps Sclater, Ibis, 1, 1859: 444 (Oaxaca,
Mexico).
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Elaenia flavogaster (Ihunberg)
Yellow-beHied Elaenia
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. W Teapa: <J, 17 February 1961 (28.1) DB. 11 mi.
N Balancan: cf, 6 May 1961 (21.8) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Ridgway (1907: 
431): Teapa, three. Salvin and Godman (1888: 34): Teapa.
Within Tabasco this flycatcher is a common permanent resident of the
open savanna and brushland and occasionally occurs in the semiopen country
bordering the rain forest. It is usually observed in pairs or singly on a
low exposed limb of a small tree or bush. This species has been recorded
from Huimanguillo, Ocu&pan, Tlllahermosa, Teapa, Balancan, and Tenosique
but was encountered more frequently and in larger numbers in the vicinities
of Oeuapan and Balancin. The male collected in May had greatly enlarged
testes, whereas the male taken in February did not have enlarged gonads.
Tabascan birds are referable to E. f. aubpagana. ^ S
Hyiopagis viridicata (Vieillot)
Oeenish Elaenia
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. S Chontalpa: <?, 1 April 1961 (13.3) DB. 1 mi.
E Tsapa: 9, 10 March 1959 (13.3) DBj 9, 23 February 1961 (11.2) DB. Balan- 
c£n: <?, 28 April 1961 (11.2) EAj <f, 29 April 1961 (11.5) EA. 8 mi. SE 
Tenosique: <S, 7 November 1961 (12.1) LB. PUBLISHED RECORD. Brodkorb (1943: 
69): Reforma [La Reforma], 23 May 1939.
Locally in Tabasco, this elaenia is a conon permanent resident of the 
forest edge and the semiopen country nearby. This species may also be seen 
within the rain forest proper or in the brush and small trees scattered 
through the open savanna. Without careful observation one can easily con­
fuse the Greenish Elaenia with the Yellow-olive Flycatcher, which frequents
^ ^ELainea subpagana Salvin and Sclater, Ibis, 2, I860: 36 (Dueffias, 
Guatemala).
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much the same habitat. The elaenia is, however, somewhat quieter in its 
actions than the other bird. The Greenish Elaenia has been recorded from 
the vicinities of Huimanguillo, Chontalpa, Teapa, Bniliano Zapata, Balan- 
c£n, La Reforma, and Tenosique. It was noted most frequently at the last- 
named locality. The specimens taken in March and April had enlarged gonads.
I refer Tabascan birds to the form M. v. p l a c e n s . ^ 9
Camptostoma imberbe Sclater
Beardless Flycatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  Balancan: <5, 26 April 1961 (6.7) DB; 9, 27 April 1961 
(7*o) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 6 9 ) :  Balancin, 17 May 1939. 
Ridgway (1907: 416): Frontera, three.
The Beardless Flycatcher is an uncoHnon permanent resident occurring 
along the coastal scrub and in the dry brushland near Balancan. Cb 26, 27, 
and 29 April 1961, this species was observed at Balancin in dry woods and 
brush usually within 15 feet of the ground. Later, on 8 and 12 May of the 
same year, I saw one of these little flycatchers in a small oak wood 11 
miles north of Balancan. On 18 December 1961 at Sanchez Magallanes, I 
encountered another in the coastal scrub between the Laguna del Carmen 
and the Gulf of Mexico. The Beardless Flycatcher has also been recorded 
from Frontera (Ridgway, 1907: 416). The April specimens had enlarged gonads.
Many authors question the wisdom of dividing this species into races.
If it is considered polytypic, however, the fora occurring in Tabasco is the 
nominate race C. imberbe.2^  The latter classification is followed by
259giaenia placens Sclater, Proc, Zool. Soc. London, 27, 1859: 46 
(Cordova, Veracruz, Mexico).
260Camptostoma imberbe Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 25, 1857:
203 (San Andres Tuxtla, Veracruz, Mexico).
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Miller et al. (1957: 101) and the Check-1let of North American Birds (1957: 
351).
Microtriccus samiflavus (Sclater and Salvin)
Yellow-bellied Tyrannulet
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  2 mi. S Chontalpa: d, 21 March 1961 (6.5) DB. 7 ai.
W Teapa: d, 29 April 1959 (6.9) DB. 1 mi. E Teapa: d, 19 March 1959 (7.4) 
DB; 2, 23 March 1959 (7.0) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Miller et al. (1957: 
102): Teapa. Ridgway (1907 : 792): Teapa. Salvin and Godman (1888: 32): 
Teapa.
Locally within Tabasco, this tiny flycatcher is a common permanent re­
sident of the rain forest belt. It forages through the treetops in a very 
unflycatcher-like manner; in actions and habitat preference, it reminded me 
of Hsrlophilus decurtatus. The Yellow-bellied Tyrannulet often forages in 
small flocks of four or five individuals. There are records for this spe­
cies from La Venta, Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosique, but I found it with 
greater regularity and in larger numbers at the last-named locality. The 
specimens collected in March and April had enlarged gonads.
The race of this species that extends its range into Tabasco is M. 3. 
aeaiflavus.2^-
Lentopogon anauroc ephalus (Tschudi)
Brown-capped Leptopogon
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Tttapa: d, 27 March 1959 (12.0) DB; 9, 18 
March 19&L (10.9) EA. 11 ml. » Balancan: d, 3 May 1961 (11.2) DB. 8 mi.
SE Tenosique: d, 13 November 1961 (11.0) LB. PUBLISHED RBCOBDS. Miller et 
al. (1957: 102): Teapa. Ridgway (1907 : 464): Teapa. Salvin and Godman 
(1888: 25): Teapa.
26lTyrannulus genrifiavus Sclater and Salvin, Proc. Zool. Soc, Lon­
don, 28, 1860: 300 (Choctum, Vera Paz, Guatemala).
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In general distribution throughout the State, this species is an uncom­
mon to locally common permanent resident of the rain forest and dry tropi­
cal evergreen woods; but it is not as scarce in Mexico as has been indicated 
by much of the recent literature. In fact, in the dense rain forest 8 miles 
southeast of Tenosique, the Brown-capped Leptopogon is a common inhabitant 
of the middle levels of the forest. I have often noted that individuals 
of this species have the habit of raising their wings above their backs 
immediately after alighting on a limb. It was this peculiar characteristic 
that attracted my attention to the first individual that I saw in 1959 at 
Teapa. There are records for this species from near Teapa, Balancan, and 
Tenosique. The University of Kansas has a specimen collected by R. W. 
Dickerman 6 miles southwest of Teapa on 23 May 1955* The March and May 
specimens had enlarged gonads.
Tabascan birds are referable to L. a. pileatus.2^
Plproaorpha oleaginea (Lichtenstein)
Ochre-bellied Flycatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 23 March 1959 (17.1) DB; 9, 26 March 
1959 (13.4) DB; 9, 12 April 1959 (14.8) DB; <S, 14 March 1961 (16.7) EA. 8 
mi. SE Tenosique: d, 3 November 1961 (14.0) DB; 9, 5 November 1961 (12.1)
DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 70): San Isidro, 8 June 1939. Ridg­
way (1907: 455): Teapa. Salvin and Godman (1888: 23): Teapa. Todd (1921: 
192): Teapa, four.
The Ochre-bellied Flycatcher is a very common permanent resident of 
the Tabascan rain forest belt. I recorded it in the Chontalpa and Teapa 
regions but found it much more abundant in the Tenosique region. At Tano- 
sique, in fact, this species was one of the most numerous birds of the
^*Tueptopogon pileatus Cabanis, Jo urn. fSr Ornith., 13. 1865:
414 (Guatemala). ------
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region and was observed every day in numbers of five to ten. The Ochre- 
bellied Flycatcher is usually seen at the middle levels of the forest. In
February I960 W. P. Nickell and K. D. Bailey (in litt.) captured an indivi­
dual of this species in a mist net at Teapa. This bird was banded and re­
leased. The March and April birds had enlarged gonads.
£. o. aaslmjlls^ occurs from southern Mexico to Costa Rica.
Family HIRUNDIMDAE f
* Progne subls (Linnaeus)
Purple Martin
E. P. Edwards (in litt.) reported seeing Purple Martins between Fron­
tera and Rio San Pedro y San Pablo on 6 September 1959. D. K. Lay saw an 
individual of this species flying over the savanna north of Balancln on 18 
April I960 and I observed a fully adult male Purple Martin sitting with a 
large flock of P. eh*ivbea on a utility wire over the town plaza in downtown 
Teapa on 8 March 1961. I know of no other records for the occurrence of 
this species within the State, but it probably occurs as a regular, although 
uncommon, migrant.
Progne chalybea ((Swlin)
Gray-breasted Martin
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  Teapa: d, 30 April 1959 (41.4) DB. 11 mi. N Balancan: 
<?, 12 May 1961 (39.8) EA. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 70): BalancAn, 
three, 10 May 1939; La Palma, two, 6 June 1939: Tenosique, six, 13-28 June 
1939.
^ Mionectes assimllis Sclater, Proc. Zool, Soc. London, 27, 1859: 
46 (C6rdova, Veracruz, Mexico).
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Locally this martin is a very common permanent resident within the 
State. It is found most abundantly near towns, especially those that are 
situated along the larger river systems. This species is quite common in 
Teapa and Villahermosa, nesting and roosting in the church steeples. It 
is often seen in flight feeding over the Rios Teapa and Grijalva, The 
Gray-breasted Martin has been recorded also from Thpijulapa, Rio Chico, 
Bniliano Zapata, Balancan, La Palma, and Tenosique. In the dry savanna 
north of Balanc£n this species was the only swallow observed, and a nest 
was discovered in a hole within a tall dead tree located in a burned-over 
area. The LSUMZ specimens obtained in April and May were in breeding con­
dition.
P. c. chalybea^* is the subspecies that occurs in Tabasco.
Petrochelidon pyrrhonota (Vieillot)
Cliff Swallow
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  17 mi. S Villahermosa: <?, 18 April 1959 (19.7) DB.
Cm 18 April 1959> I observed three Cliff Swallcws sitting on a utility 
wire along the highway 17 miles south of Villahermosa. One of these birds 
(undoubtedly migrants) was collected. I do not know of any other report 
of this species from the State. The testes of the male taken were slightly 
enlarged.
J. K. Baker, who has examined the specimen, refers it to the race P. £.
tachiaa.^5
^^[Hirundo] chalybea Gmelin, Syst. Nat., 1, pt. 2, 1789: 1026 
(in Cayenna [-French Guiana)).
^ 5 petrochelidon pyrrhonota tachina Cberholser, Proc. Biol. Soc. 
Washington, 16, 1903: 15 (Langtry,'Texas).
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Stelgidopteryx ruflcollis (Vieillot)
Rough-winged Swallow
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  17 mi* S Villahermosa: ?, 18 April 1959 (17*3) DB.
1 mi. SE Tbapa: ?, 28 March 1959 (18.0) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb 
(1942a: 217): Balancan; Bniliano Zapata; Tenosique; Santo TcciSs; Teapa. 
Brodkorb (1943: 70): BalancSn, three, 10 May 1939; Tenosique, twelve, 15- 
28 June 1939; Santo Tonis, three, 21 June 1939; Bniliano Zapata, two, 19 
July 1939; Teapa. Hellmayr (1935: 47): Teapa. Killer et al. (1957: 111): 
Teapa. Nelson (1901a: 174): Teapa. Ridgway (1904: 62): Teapa.
This most abundant of Tabascan swallows is a permanent resident as 
well as a migrant in the State. It is most cosmonly encountered in the 
open marshland and along the river systems of the State. Flocks of several 
hundred individuals may be observed feeding along river banks and over the 
water. I have personal records for this species from the vicinities of 
Paraiso, Chontalpa, Frontera, Miramar, Villahermosa, Teapa, Tapijulapa, 
Ciudad Pemex, Rio Chico, Bniliano Zapata, BalancAn, and Tenosique. Cm 22 
April 1961, I saw Rough-winged Swallows sitting at holes in the banks of 
the Rio Usumacinta, but I do not know if they were nesting at that time.
The specimens obtained in March and April did not have distinguishable 
gonads.
Brodkorb (1942a: 217) refers specimens from eastern Tabasco (Balancin; 
Bniliano Zapata; Tenosique; Santo Tomas) to S. r. f u l v i p e n n i s ^ ^  and birds 
from Teapa to S. r. stuarti.^? j$y specimens from near Teapa, however, mors 
nearly approach fulvipennis.
2£J>
Cotyle fulvipennis Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 27, 1859: 
364 (Jalapa, Veracruz, Mexico).
^Stelgidopteryx ruficollis stuarti Brodkorb, Condor, 44, 1942:
217 (Finca Pan»amal&, Alta Verapaz, Guatemala).
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Riparla rlparla (Linnaeus)
Bank Swallow
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  Miramar: <?, 22 April 1959 (11.1) DB.
The Bank Swallow is a regular migrant through Tabasco and sometimes 
passes through in large flocks. There are records for the occurrence of 
this species in the State on dates ranging from 5 April to' 7 May, but it 
has not yet been reported during the fall migration. On 22 April 1959* I 
saw a flock of twenty-five Bank Swallows flying along the beach at Miramar. 
Later, on 7 May of the same year at the same locality, I observed a flock 
of fifty. D» M. Lay reported seeing groups of this species in flight along 
the Bios Grijalva and Usumacinta between Villahermosa and Jonuta on 5 and 
6 April I960. On 13 April 1961, I saw three Bank Swallows in a large 
flock of Barn Swallows that was feeding over a marsh 17 miles north of 
Villahermosa. The specimen, taken on 22 April, had enlarged testes.
R. Tc riparia^** occurs throughout the Mew World.
Hlrundo rustics Linnaeus 
Barn Swallow
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  3 «i. S Villahermosa: ?, 18 April 1959 (19.8) DB.
The Barn Swallow is a comaon spring and fall migrant through Tabasco.
I have records for its occurrence within the State on dates ranging from 
24 March to 12 May and from 6 September to 18 December. It has been listed 
from the vicinities of Sanchez Kagallanes, Chontalpa, Frontera, Miramar, 
Villahermosa, Teapa, Bio San Pedro y San Pablo, Jonuta, Railiano Zapata,
^^[Hirundo] riparla Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 192 
(in Europae collibus arenosis abrupt!s [^Sweden]).
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Balancin, and Tenosique. In migratory flight this species is usually 
seen near some body of water, either along the beach or the bank of some 
river. The specimen, collected in April, did not have distinguishable 
gonads.
The Tabascan birds are referable to H. r. erythrogaster.
Iridoprocne bicolor (Vieillot)
Tree Swallow
SPECIMEN. . LSUMZ.-r- 2 mi. V Miramar: 2, 4 March 1961 (15.3) DB.
There are but few records for this swallow within Tabasco; but, when 
it is observed, it is usually seen in large flocks. For example, on 4 
March 1961, I estimated the number of Tree Swallows flying along the beach 
at Miramar to approximate 1000 and on the following day to approximate 500.
Qa. the first day the direction of flight was from southwest to northeast, 
but on the second day the direction reversed. This species has been recorded 
in the State on dates ranging from 3 March to 13 April and from 12 to 18 
December. Records are too few to show whether this species spends the win­
ter in the State or if it is merely a migrant. It has been recorded from 
Sanchez Magallanes, Carapo Magallanes, Miramar, and Villahermosa. The March 
female did not have an enlarged ovary.
Iridoprocne albilinea (Lawrence)
Mangrove Swallow
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  15 mi. H Villahermosa: tf, 16 May 1959 (15.6) DB; 9t
^ ^HLrundo erythrogaster Boddaert, Table Planch, Ehlum., 1783: 45 
(Cayenne [^French Guiana]).
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16 May 1959 (16.5) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943 : 70): La Palma, 
three, 4 June 1939; Boca del Cerro, two, 2 July 1939.
The Mangrove Swallow is a common permanent resident of the coastal 
lagoons and the larger river systems of the State, often sane distance from 
the coast. A familiar sight in a coastal lagoon or along a large Tabascan 
river is an individual or pair of this species sitting on a bare snag pro­
truding a few feet above the surface of the water. There are records for 
the Mangrove Swallow from the vicinities of Chontalpa, Frontera, Miramar, 
Villahermosa, Teapa, Jonuta, Bniliano Zapata, Balancan, Tenosique, La Palma, 
and Boca del Cerro. On 22 April 1961 along the Rio Uoumacinta near Rio Chi­
co, a pair was noted nesting in a hole within a snag that was protruding 
out of the water. The specimens collected in May had enlarged gonads.
Tabascan birds are of the race I. a. a l b i l i n e a . ^ 7 0
Family CORVIDAE 
Cjssilopha yucfttAiricA (Dubois)
Yucatan Jay
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  18 mi. KE Teapa: <?, 14 March 1959 (134.1) DB; <?, 13 
May 1959~(143.6) DB; S, 13 May 1959 (130.4) DB. Balancan: 5, 27 April 1961 
(123.0) EA; rf, 28 April 1961 (131.6) DB. PUBLISHED RECQBDS. Brodkorb (1940a: 
547): La Reforma, five; Balancln, three. Brodkorb (1943: 72): Balancan, 
three, 11-14 May 1939j Reforma [La Reforma]. five, 22 May 1939. Ridgway 
(1904: 315): Frontera. Rovtrosa (1887: 368): Rio Macuspana. Selander (1959: 
403): Villa Heraosa [Villahermosa]; Teapa.
Within its proper habitat this jay is a very common permanent resident. 
It is especially abundant in the dry semiopen brush!and and oak woods near 
B a la n c a n , but is also encountered in scattered populations in brushy areas
^ ^Petrochelidon albilinea Lawrence, Ann. Lyc. Kat. Hist. Mew York,
8, 1863 : 2 (Panama).
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further west. On 19 April 1961, L. C. Binford and L. L. Wolf saw three 
Tueatan Jays flying across Highway 180, 26 miles east of C&rdenas. This 
observation is the westernmost record for the species. The Yucatan Jay 
was found to be common in the brushy countryside and nearby woods at Huas- 
tecas, 18 miles northeast of Teapa, and Selander (1959: 403) reports the 
species from Teapa. The University of California has a specimen collected 
by R. K. Selander on 14 July 1957, 5 miles south of Villaherniosa. The 
University of Kansas has four specimens collected by R. W. Dickensian on 
7 May 1955, 10 miles east and 19 miles north of Macuspana. The Yucatan 
Jay is very tame and responds readily to "squeaking." A small group of 
these jays is capable of creating a tremendous din. The males taken in 
April and May had greatly enlarged testes. The female taken 18 miles north­
east of Teapa in May, however, did not have an enlarged ovary. The female 
collected in April at Balancan is an immature bird, and the ovary was not 
enlarged. Selander's July bird is a female that was laying and had a brood 
patch*
Brodkorb (1940a: 547) described the race C. £. r i v u l a r i s 2 7 1  from east­
ern Tabasco and southwestern Campeche. This race is somewhat smaller than 
the nominate form, and the blue of the back is darker. The type locality 
for this subspecies is Balancdn. I refer all Tabascan birds to this race.
[ Aphelocoma unicolor (Du Bus) ]
Unicolored Jay 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Du Bus (1848: pi. 17): Tabasco.
27^Cia8ilopha yucatanica rivularis Brodkorb, Auk, 57, 1940: 547 
(Balancin, Tabasco, Mexico).
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
288
The inclusion of Tabasco within the range of this cloud forest species 
by Du Bus (1848: pi. 17) is almost unquestionably an error. Van Rossam (1942: 
212) investigated this situation and examined the type in the Brussels Mu­
seum. This specimen was collected by Auguste Ghiesbreght in 1838 or 1839#
The type locality in the original description was given as merely Mexico, 
but later Du Bus (1848: pi. 17) restricted it to Tabasco. The specimen prob­
ably was actually taken in Chiapas or Oaxaca,
Xanthoura yncas (Boddaert)
Green Jay
SPBCIMBiS. LSUMZ.—  11 mi. N Balanc£n: <?, 3 May 1961 (76.2) DB, w.112, 
t.135; <?, 11 May 1961 (70.0) EA, w.107, t.121. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brod­
korb (1943: 72): Reforma (La Reforma], 22 May 1939; 15 km. N Reforma [La 
Reforma], 25-28 May 1939* Miller et al. (1957: 129): Reforma [La Reforma].
The Green Jay is a common permanent resident of the dry semiopen coun­
try near Balancan. It prefers the small patches of oak found there but 
strays into other habitats within the area, such as the brushland3 and the 
dense dry tropical evergreen woods. On 5 March 1961, a flock was observed 
in a tall mangrove swamp at the mouth of the Rio San Pedro y San Pablo. J. K. 
McDonald (in litt.) reported seeing Green Jays along the Rio Puyacatengo 
at Teapa on 19 and 29 March 1959. To my knowledge, this species has not 
been reported from any other localities within the State. The male taken on 
3 May had slightly enlarged testes, but the other male, collected on 11 May, 
did not have enlarged testes.
Brodkorb (1943: 72) and Miller et al. (1957: 129) allocate Tabascan 
birds to X. £. centralis, ^ 2 but Paynter (1955 : 214) states that X. jr. maya2*^
272xanthoura luxuosa centralis van Rossam, Bull. Mus. Comp. Z08I.,
77, 1934: 397 (Secanquia, Alta Vera Paz, Guatemala).
273Xanthoura luxuosa maya van Rossem, Bull. Mus. Comp. Zdol., 77,
1934: 397 (R£o Lagartos, Tucatin, Mexico).
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probably occurs in eastern Tabasco. The Yucatan form maya differs from 
centralis only in being somewhat smaller. One of the LSUMZ BalancSn birds 
is referable to maya. and the other is nearer centralis in measurements as 
given by Paynter (1955: 215)• Evidently eastern Tabasco is an area of over­
lap between the two forms.
Psilorhinus morlo (Wagler)
Plain-tailed Brown Jay
SPECIMENS. L S U M Z 2 mi W Miramar: 9, 4 March 1961 (237.3) DB. 1 mi. E 
Teapa: <f, 5 March 1959 (290.5) DB; <?, 15 March 1959 (285.1) DB. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 71): Teapa; Hontecristo [Bniliano Zapata]. He 11- 
mayr (1934: 15): Montecristo [Bniliano Zapata], Miller et al. (1957: 130): 
Montecristo [Bniliano Zapata]. Sidgway (1904: 300): Montecristo [Bniliano 
Zapata]. Rovirosa (1887: 367): Bfo Macuspana. Solander (1959: A16): Teapa, 
seven; Montecristo [Bniliano Zapata].
This species, one of the more conspicuous elements of the Tabascan 
avifauna, is an abundant permanent resident within the State. It is espe­
cially abundant in the humid rain forest section as far east as Bailiano 
Zapata, but is also present in the wooded sections near the coast, where 
it is almost entirely replaced by the White-tipped Brown Jay. The Flain­
tailed Brown Jay has never been found in the region east of Bniliano Zapata. 
I have recorded this bird from the following localities: La Venta; Clrdenas; 
Huimanguillo; Ocuap&n; Chontalpa; Miramar (2 records); Villahermosa; Teapa; 
and Tapijulapa. This species i3 most frequently observed in small flocks 
of five to ten birds. These flocks often contain both species of brown 
jays wherever the two inhabit the same area. These birds are extremely 
noisy and warn all nature of the approach of an intruder. The Tabascan na­
tives call both species "P$a" from their call note. The two males taken 
in March had enlarged testes, but the female collected in the same month 
did not have an enlarged ovary.
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I concur with Hellmayr (1934: 15) and consider this species to be mo- 
notypic, variation being principally individual rather than geographic.
A discussion of the relationships between this species and P. aexicanus is 
given in the account for the latter species.
Psilorhinu3 aexicanus Ffippell
White-tipped Brown Jay
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. S Huimanguillo: c?, 6 December 1961 (300.9) DB.
9 mi. S Huimanguillo: 6, 21 March 1961 (262.9) DB. 3 mi. W Miramar: 9, 4 
March 1961 (269.3) EA, 1 mi. E Teapa: <J, 28 February 1959 (no wt.) DB. 
Balancin: 9, 2$ April 1961 (238.0) DB. PUBLISHB) RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 
71): Balancin, four, 10-1? May 1939; Montecristo [Bniliano Zapata], 3 May 
1900. Hellaayr (1934: 16): Montecristo [Bniliano Zapata], Miller et al. 
(1957: 131)* Balancin. Ridgway (1904: 301): Montecristo [Bniliano Zapata]. 
Selander (1959: 411; 416): BalancAn; Tsapa; Montecristo [Bniliano Zapata].
Throughout its range in Tabasco, the White-tipped Brown Jay is a very
common permanent resident. It is found throughout the State from the rain
forest belt to the cocoanut groves along the beach at Miramar, the mangroves
at Bio San Pedro y San Pablo, and the dry brushland north of Balancan. In
the Balanc&n and Tenosique regions, this species is very common, and the
Plain-tailed Brown Jay is absent. At Teapa the White-tipped Brown Jay is
seen with flocks of P. morlo. but that species far outnumbers it. Selander
(1959: 400) saw forty-eight brown jays at Teapa between 15 and 17 July 1957,
and 27,1% were P. aexicanus. My figures for that region are very similar
to those of Selander. As one approaches the coast the White-tipped Brown
Jay becomes more conmon and the other species virtually nonexistent. I
have records for this bird from the follovdng localities: La Venta; Paraiso;
Cardenas; Huimanguillo; Ocuapan; Cbontalpa; Frontera; Miramar; Villahermosa;
Teapa; T&pijulapa; Bio San Pedro y San Pablo; Bniliano Zapata; Balancan;
and Tenosique. The December and February males did not have enlarged testes,
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but those of the March male were enlarged. Neither the March nor the April 
female had a greatly enlarged ovary, but that of the April bird was the 
larger of the two.
Selander (1959: 385) has presented evidence for considering the White- 
tipped Brown Jay to be merely a color phase of P. aorio. This evidence con­
sists of the following points: (1) the two species are often seen together
in the same flock; (2) older individuals were observed feeding juveniles of
the other species; (3 ) no behavioral differences were noted; (4 ) when "spe­
cimens frcm any one region are segregated with respect to sex and age, there 
are no differences in size" between the two species; and (5) similarity in 
molt progress. Hs was unable, however, to find the two species breeding 
in the same nest. In the case of the brown jays such evidence would be very 
difficult to obtain because of their wariness at the nest. I, too, was un­
able to detect any difference in habits or call note between these species, 
and I have on many occasions seen mixed flocks of these birds. Although I 
feel that the two brown jays are very closely related, I find it difficult 
to conceive of these birds as morphs of one species. Although mixed flocks 
are observed, the vast majority of these flocks within an area of overlap
are of one type or the other. Teapa and Tenosique are merely 100 miles a-
part and essentially identical in habitat. It is peculiar that the morio 
morph is three times as abundant as mexicanus at Teapa and nonexistent at 
Tenosique. I have searched at both Balancan and Tenosique for the Plain­
tailed Brown Jay, but have yet to see it at either of these localities.
On 14 March 1961, I observed a bird at Teapa that appeared to be interme­
diate. This individual possessed the white-tipped tail, but the entire 
unierparts were dark. Intermediacy in the brown jays evidently has not been 
previously reported. I do not have the answer to the problem concerning
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the brown jays, but I prefer to consider them as distinct entities until 
someone proves conclusively that they are phases of one species. The dif­
ferences between the races P. m. mexLcanus^^ and P. m, cyanogeiys^*^ to 
me appear to be too insignificant for subspecific recognition. The form 
cyanogenys is slightly smaller, but there is considerable overlap. The 
white tips to the rectrices in cyanogenys are slightly longer than that in 
aexicanus. but the overlap here is also sufficient to make identification 
very difficult. Selander (1959: 410) states that in his opinion formal 
recognition of subspecies in the brown jays "is of questionable value."
Family TROGLODYTIDAE
Cistothorus platensis (Latham)
Short-billed Marsh Wren
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  3 mi. S Huimanguillo: ?, 6 December 1961 (8.5) DB.
Pato, 9 mi. H Balancan: 9, 15 May 1961 (8.8) EA; d, 15 May 1961 (9.0) SA. 
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Thompson (1962: 175): 3 mi. E Macuspana, five, 3 May 
1955.
Cn 3 May 1955) H. W. Dickerman collected five specimens of this spe­
cies 3 miles east of Macuspana. Cn 15 May 1961, E. T. Armstrong obtained 
two Short-billed Marsh Wrens in the grassy savanna at Pato, 9 miles north 
of Balanc&n. On 6 December 1961, I collected one bird and saw two others 
in a grassy marsh 8 miles south of Huimanguillo. I know of no other re­
cords for this species from Tabasco. The two May birds from Pato had en­
larged gonads and were probably breeding in the area. Two of the five birds
274
Psilorhinus aexicanus Biuppell, Mas. Senckenb. 2, heff 2, 1837: 
189, pi. 11 (Tamalipas [=Tamaulipas, Mexico])c
^ Psilorhinus cyanogenys Sharpe, Cat. Birds Brit. Mas., 3, 1877: 
140, pi. 9 (Pearl-Bay Lagoon, Mosquito [-Pearl Cay Lagoon, Nicaragua]).
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collected in May at Macuspana had enlarged gonads. The December bird, 
however, did not have distinguishable gonads.
The Thbascan specimens are referable to the resident race C. £. slogans. 
The December specimen is quite different from the others, but the differ­
ences are probably due to immaturity. The bird did not have an ossified 
skull.
Campylorhynchus gonatus (Lesson)
Band-backed Wren
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 ®i. S Chontalpa: <?, 7 December 1961 (34.6) DB, 1 mi.
E Teapa: 2, 7 March 1959 (38.4) DB; <J, 7 March 1959 (41.5) DB; <f, 15 April 
1959 (38.7) DB; 2, 24 February 1961 (39.4) EA. 2 mi, E Teapa, Thcotalpa road: 
2, 22 February 1961 (36.5) DB. PPBLISHB) RECORDS, Brodkorb (1940a: 547): 
Balancan, five; Boca del Cerro, two. Brodkorb (1943: 73): Balancan, six, 
10-17 May 1939; Boca del Cerro, two, 3 July 1939. Brodkorb (1947: 243):
Teapa; San Juan Bautista [Villahermosa]; Frontera, eleven; Balancan, six;
Boca del Cerro, two, Bellmayr (1934: 139): Teapa. Nelson (1901b: 49): 
Frontera, ten, 26 April 1900. Ridgway (1904: 513): Frontera; Teapa. Salvin 
and Godman (1889b: 235): Teapa.
The Band-backed Wren is a very common permanent resident of the rain
forest belt of Tabasco. It occurs sparingly, however, throughout the humid
section of the State wherever a small patch of woods is present. For example,
on 6 March 1961, a flock was observed at Rio San Pedro y San Pablo. This
wren is also quite common in the vicinity of La Venta. In the dry savanna
and dry tropical evergreen woods north of Bal&nc&n I never saw this species,
although Brodkorb (1943: 73) recorded it from that region. Banded-backed
Wrens usually move about the rain forest in flocks of ten to twenty birds.
They will respond immediately to "squeaking11; and, when they do so, they
create a terrific racket. The December bird did not have enlarged testes.
276gjatothoru8 elegans Sclater and Salvin, Ibis, 1859: 8 (Lake of 
Dueflas, Guatemala).
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The February and March specimens had slightly enlarged gonads, and the 
April male had greatly enlarged testes,
I refer Tabascan birds to C. x. restrictus.^?? The type locality for 
this race is Frontera,
Thryothorus alblnucha (Cabot)
White-browed Wren
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SE Tenosique: 9, 7 November 1961 (16.3) DB; <J,
8 November 1961 (16.5) LB; d, 10 November 1961 (13.4) DB.
This species was observed and collected in November 1961, 8 miles 
southeast of Tenosique. Che bird was seen on the 7th, two birds on the 8th, 
and two birds on the 10th. The White-browed Wren was usually found in 
thickets and brush at the rain forest edge but was seen on occasion within 
the rain forest proper. It is rather secretive, but it will respond readi­
ly to "squeaking." Although there are no nesting records for this bird 
from Tabasco, it i3 undoubtedly a permanent resident of the area. The spe­
cimens did not have enlarged gonads.
The three LSUMZ specimens differ markedly from specimens of typical 
T. a. albinucha.^** and probably represent a new race. They differ in be­
ing darker throughout, but especially in back and tail coloration, and in 
possessing spots on the breast and flanks. Furthermore, the Thbascan birds 
were found at the edge of the humid rain forest, whereas typical albinucha 
is a bird of the arid regions of Yucatan and northern Peten.
^ ^ Heleodytes sonatus restrictus Nelson, Auk, 18, 1901: 49 (Fron­
tera, Tabasco, Mexico).
^ ^Troglodytes albinucha Cabot, Proc. 3oston Soc. Nat Hist., 2, 1847: 
258 (Yalahao, Yucatan [-Yalahau, Quintana Hoo, Mexico]).
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Thryothorus maculipectus Lafresaaye 
Spot-breasted Wren
SPECIMENS. LSOMZ.—  2 mi. S Chontalpa: 9, 24 March 1961 (16.1) EA. 10 mi.
S Chontalpa: <f, 17 March 1961 (18.2) DB. 1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 20 March 1959 
(18.7) B3; 9, 1 April 1959 (17.9) DB; 9, 18 March 1961 (17.2) EA. Balancln: 
9, 26 April 1961 (15*6) EA. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: d, 2 November 1961 (15.0)
DB. PUBLISHED BECOBDS. Brodkorb (1943: 73): Balancan, two, 15 May 1939;
La Palma, three, 3-5 June 1939, Tenosique, 15 June 1939; Santo Tcmfis, two, 
22-23 June 1939. Hellmayr (1934: 203): Frontera; Teapa. Ridgway (1904: 535): 
Frontera; Teapa.
The Spot-breasted Wren is a very conmon permanent resident of the un­
dergrowth and brushy edges of the rain forest and the dry tropical evergreen 
woods of Tabasco. It may be found, however, in almost any wooded area with­
in the State to as far north as La Venta, Sanchez Magallanes, and Frontera. 
This species was encountered in greater numbers in the Tenosique region 
than elsewhere. The male taken on 17 March and the female obtained on 26 
April had greatly enlarged gonads; the remaining spring specimens had only 
slightly enlarged gonads. The November male did not have enlarged testes.
The female taken on 26 April 1961 at Balancan lacks any trace of black in 
its plumage. Hie upper parts, instead of being rich brown, are buff, and 
the black breast spotting is replaced by buff markings. The black bars in 
the tail are likewise missing.
Tabascan birds are typical of T. m. unbrinus.^^
Troglodytes aedon VIeillot 
Northern House Wren 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SW Ocuipan: d, 10 December 1961 (10.2) DB.
*^T[hryothorus] maculipectus umbrinus Ridgway, Man. N. Amer. Birds, 
1887: 552 (Guatemala).
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Oh 10 December 1961, 8 miles southwest of Qcuapan, I collected an 
individual of this species from a thicket on the border between a small 
patch of woods *nd the open savanna. This specimen is the only record in 
Tabasco fo; jis winter visitant. The gonads were not enlarged.
I rrf - this bird to T. a, parkmanil,^ ^  the grayer western form.
Troglodytes musculus Saumann
Southern House Vfren
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  2 mi. S Chontalpa: rf, 21 March 1961 (11.9) Si. 1 mi.
5 Teapa: cf, 8 March 1961 (11.0) DB. 3 ad. SE Tenosique: d, 15 November 
1961 (10.8) DB. P0BLISHH3 RECORDS. Miller et al. (1957: 164): Arenal.
Paynter (1955: 22l): Arenal.
Within Tabasco the Southern Bouse Wren is an uncommon permanent resi­
dent of the brushy areas and thickets at the forest edge. It may also be 
found on the village outskirts, in situations similar to those frequented 
by the Horthem Bouse Wren within its range. Troglodytes musculus has been 
recorded from the vicinities of Arenal, Chontalpa, Tteapa, Balancan, and Teno­
sique. The two March birds had slightly enlarged gonads, whereas those of 
the November bird were not enlarged.
Tabascan birds are referable to T. a. intermedins.
Henicorhlna leucosticta (Cabanis)
White-breasted Wood Wren
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Tfeapa: 9, 1 March 1959 (16.9) DB; d, 4 March 
1959 (14.2) DB; d, 11 March 1959 (14.5) DB; 9, 25 February 1961 (16.3) DB;
^ ^Troglodytes Parkaanii Audubon, Ornith. Biog., 5, 1839: 31 
(Columbia River [=near Fort Vancouver, Washington]).
Troglodytes intermedins Cabanis, Journ. fur Ornith., 8, I860:
407 (San Jos6,Costa Rica).
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9, 18 March 1961 (13*1) DB* 8 mi. SB Tenosique: d, 12 November 1961 (15*5) 
DB. PUBLISHED RECOBDS. Brodkorb (1943: 73): Teapa. Ridgway (1904: 611): 
Teapa, five.
The White-breasted Wood Vfren is a very common permanent resident of 
the floor and understory of the rain forests of Thbasco. It has been re­
corded from the Chontalpa, Teapa, and Ttenosique regions but was found in 
greatest abundance in the last-named area. This species is seldom seen 
more than a few feet from the ground and is most frequently observed upon 
the ground itself or upon fallen logs or limbs. The gonads of the February 
and March specimens were slightly enlarged, but the testes of the November 
male were not enlarged.
H. 1. prostheleuca^2 is the subspecies that occurs in Tabasco.
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: cf, 20 March 1959 (no wt.) DB; «J, 1 April 
1959 (11.2) DB; 9 23 February 1961 (10.4) DB. Balancln; 9, 26 April 1961 
(8.8) EA; 6, 27 April 1961 (9.9) EA. PUBLISHED RBGCBDS. Brodkorb (1943 : 73) : 
Balancln, two, 10-16 May 1939. Ifellmayr (1934: 27^): Teapa. Miller et al. 
(1957: 166): Balances. Kelson (1903: 159): Ttapa, 20 March 1900. Ridgway 
(1904: 620): Teapa.
The White-bellied Wren is a locally conmon permanent resident of the 
rain forest and dry tropical evergreen woods of Tabasco. It frequents the 
brushy borders of the woods as well as the undergrowth within the forest 
itself. It has been recorded from the Chontalpa, Teapa, B&lanc&n, and Teno­
sique regions, but it is much more abundant in the dry tropical evergreen 
woods of the Balanc&n area than elsewhere. The March and April males had 
enlarged testes, and the February and April females had slightly enlarged
Uropsila Leucogastra (Gould) 
White-bellied Wren
1856 : 29 , , eracrua, Mexico).
prostheleucus Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 24,
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ovaries.
The three Teapa specimens are topotypes of the race U. 1. musica283 
and are typical of that form. The two Balanc&n specimens, on the other hand, 
seem to be closer to the Tucatan race U. 1. brachyura^^  and are identical 
with British Honduran birds of that form. The under tail coverts are white, 
barred with dusky, and the tail bars are much more distinct. Although Brod­
korb (1943: 73) and Miller et al. (1957: 166) allocate specimens from Balan- 
c£n to musica. I do not hesitate to refer my birds from that locality to 
brachyura. Eastern Tabasco is probably an area of overlap between the two 
forms.
Family HIHIDAE 
Dumetella carolinensis (Linnaeus)
Common Catbird
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. W Tbapa: ?, 29 April 1959 (41.3) DB. 1 mi. E 
Teapa: ?, 18 March 1959 (36.7) DB; d, 13 March 1961 (35.3) DB. 8 mi. SE 
Tenosique: 9, 5 November 1961 (38.5) MB; d, 5 November 1961 (46.1) DBj 9,
9 November 1961 (36.2) MB. PUBLISHED RECOBDS. Bent (1948: 349): Frontera. 
Hellaayr (1934: 306): Tabasco, three. Ml'liar et al. (1957: 170): Tabasco.
This abundant winter visitant and migrant frequents the thickets and 
brushy areas throughout the State, but is more common in the rain forest 
belt, where it is seen most frequently at the forest border, although com­
monly observed in the undergrowth of the forest itself. The Common Catbird
^ Hemiura leucogastra musica Nelson, Proc. Biol, Soc. Washington,
16, 1903: 159 (Teapa, Tabasco, Mexico).
^^Troglodytes braehyurus Lawrence, Ann. Sow York Acad. Sci., 4, 1887: 
67 (Temax YucktXiTMexico).
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has been recorded within the State from 25 October to 11 May. It is parti­
cularly abundant during the latter part of March and in early April. None
of the Thbascan specimens had enlarged gonads.
Minus polyglottos (Linnaeus)
Conmon Mockingbird 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  A mi. SW Ocu£pan: 2, 9 December 1961 (44.5) DB.
Cfc 9 December 1961 in the open, dry savanna A miles southwest of Ocua- 
pan, I collected the above cited specimen from a small bush. It constitues 
the only record for the Common Mockingbird from Tabasco. The bird was a
female and did not have an enlarged ovary.
The specimen is referable to K. £. leucopterus.^5
Mimas gilvus (Vieillot)
Tropical Mockingbird
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  14 mi. H Villahermosa: 6, 18 April 1959 (A9.8) DB. 7 
mi. E Ciudad Penes: <?, 3 April 1961 (51.0) DB. 11 mi. N Balancln: 2, 11 May 
1961 (A3.1) EA. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (19A3: 74): Montecristo [Bni­
liano Zapata], 5 May 1900. Hallmayr (1934: 321): Montecristo [Bailiano 
Zapata]; Frontera. Mayr and Greenway (I960: 443): Montecristo [Bniliano 
Zapata]. Miller et al. (1957: 172): Frontera; Montecristo [&ailiano Zapata]. 
Paynter (1955: 226): Bniliano Zapata. Ridgway (1907: 238; 239): Montecristo 
[Bniliano Zapata]; Frontera.
The TTopical Mockingbird is a locally conmon permanent resident of 
open savanna and marshland within Tabasco. In the dry, open savanna north 
of Balancin, this species was reported almost every da® but I never saw it 
in the savanna between Ocu&pan and Francisco Rueda. It was also very com­
mon in the open marshland near Ciudad Pemex and was frequently observed in
^ Qrph eus leucopterus Vigors, in Zool. Beechey's Voy. Blossom.
1839: 17 (no locality [=Monterey, California]).
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the same type of habitat between Villahermosa and Frontera* In habits and 
actions this species is very similar to its northern relative. The three 
LSUMZ specimens, taken in April and May, had enlarged gonads.
My specimens— from three widely separated localities, Villahermosa, 
Ciudad Peaex, and Balanc&n— are all typical of the gray Tucatan race M. g# 
leucophaeus^*^ and are identical to British Honduran specimens of that race. 
Hsllmayr (1934: 321), Miller et al. (1957: 172), and Ridgway (1907 : 233) 
report M. g. gracilis^ from Frontera and Bniliano Zapata, and Miller et 
al. (1957: 173) report leucophaeus from Bniliano Zapata also. It is inter­
esting that both races have been reported from the latter locality. If the 
allocation of specimens to gracilis is correct, T&basco must be an area of 
intergradatiom between the two forms. It is strange, however, that none of 
my bird8 exhibit intermediacy between the two races.
Family TUHDIDAE 
[ Turdus rufitorque8 Hartlaub ]
Rufous-collared Robin 
A specimen of this species labeled frca Tabasco was collected by 
Auguste Ghiesbreght in 1833 or 1839. As has been mentioned by Brodkorb 
(1943: 3) and van Bosses (1942: 213), this record is almost certainly in 
error. This species occurs in the high evergreen forests of the Chiapas 
mountains and should not be included on the list of Tabascan birds until 
its occurrence has been verified.
^ Mlmus gilvus leucophaeus Ridgway, Proc. U. S. Hat. Mus., 10, 
1887: 506 (Isla Cozumel, Quintana Roo, Mexico).
2^Klau8 gracilis Cabanis, Mis. Hein., 1, 1851: 83 (Central-Aaerika 
[ -Honduras ?JJ^
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Tardus asslmllis Cabanis 
White-throated Robin 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 21 March I960 (69.8) DL.
There are but three Tabascan records for this robin. Cn 21 March I960 
at Teapa, D. M. Lay obtained the specimen cited above from a mist net in 
the rain forest. Cn 23 February 1961 at the same locality, I observed an 
individual of this species. It was extremely shy and permitted me but a 
momentary glimpse. On 7 December 1961, 7 miles south of Chontalpa, I saw 
another White-throated Robin, also within dense rain forest. Lay's March 
female had a slightly enlarged ovary.
The Teapa bird does not closely resemble any comparative material 
available to me. It is a perfect intermediate between the brown Oaxacan and 
black British Honduran birds. I hesitate to refer this specimen to a spe­
cific race and consider it to be an intermediate between T. a. assimill8^88 
and T. a. leucauchen.^89
Turdus grayi Bonaparte 
day-colored Robin
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  La 7enta: d, 29 March 1961 (76.8) DB. 1 mi. E Teapa:
9, 1 March 1959 (no wt.) DL. 11 mi. N Balancin: <?, 3 May 1961 (60.5) EA. 
Balancin: d, 27 April 1961 (68.1) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: d, 4 November 1961 
(73.0) DB. PUBLISHED RECCBDS. Brodkorb (1943: 74): Balancln, 13 May 1939;
15 km. H Reforma [La Re forma], two, 26 May 1939; Boca del Cerro, two, 1-2 
July 1939; Frontera, 11 March, 26 April; Teapa, 30 March 1900. HeUmayr 
(1934: 377): Frontera. Miller et al. (1957: 185): Frontera; Boca del Cerro. 
Ridgway (1907: 118; 119): Teapa; Frontera. Eovirosa (1887: 363): Rio Macus­
pana.
Tardus assimilis Cabanis, Mas. Hein., 1, 1850: 4 (Xalapa [-Jala- 
pa, Veracrua, Mexico!]),
^ ^ Tardus leucauchen Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 26, 1858:
447 (Guatemala).
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Locally this species is a common permanent resident within Tabasco.
It sometimes was found in open woods and at forest edges, but was encount­
ered most abundantly in open brushy country. I have recorded this bird from 
near La Venta, Ocu&pan, Chontalpa, Villahermosa, Teapa, Balanc&n, and Teno­
sique, but it was most plentiful at Balancan. In the relatively dry country 
north of that town, it was seen almost every day, and its song was one of 
characteristic sounds of the area. In the rain forest districts, the day- 
colored Bobin is not as common as it is in the savanna, but it is much more 
abundant at Tenosique than at any other rain forest area. The University 
of Kansas has a specimen collected by B. W. Dickerman on 2? April 1955, 5 
miles southeast of Macuspana. The testes of males taken in April and May 
were enlarged, but those of the March and November birds were somewhat small­
er. The March female had a slightly enlarged ovary.
The darker subspecies T, £. grayi^O is the highland form of this spe­
cies ranging along the Gulf slope of the mountains, whereas T. g. tamauli- 
291pensls, ' the lighter race, is the lowland form. Both of these subspecies 
range into Tabasco, but most of the Tabascan birds are not perfect examples 
of either race. Of the two forms, t*m*nlipenais is evidently the commoner. 
Lay's Teapa specimen is easily referable to gray!, and the Balancan birds 
are certainly nearer to tamaulipensls. My Tenosique and La Venta specimens, 
on the other hand, are almost exactly intermediate in coloration.
^ ^Thrdus Gray! Bonaparte, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 5, 1837: 118 
(Guatemala).
^ Merula tamanlipensis Nelson, Auk, 14, 1897: 75 (Ciudad Victoria, 
Taaaulipas, Mexico).
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Rylocichla nustelina (Gnelin)
Wood Thrush
SPECIMENS♦ LSUMZ.—  1 ad. E Teapa: d, 9 March 1959 (47.6) DB; 9, 21 March 
1959 (ao wt.) DB; d, 13 March 1961 (51.3) EA. PUBLISHED RECORD. Rovirosa 
(1887: 363): Rio Macuspana.
The Wood Thrush is a very common winter visitant and migrant in Tabasco. 
It is found principally in the rain forest and frequents the floor and 
understory of that habitat. I have records for the occurrence of this spe­
cies within Tabasco dating from 4 November to 27 April, but it probably 
arrives much earlier than the records indicate. It was observed in great­
est abundance during the months of March and November. There are records 
from La Venta, Ocuapan, Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosique. The gonads of 
the March birds were not enlarged
Hylocichla ustulata (Nuttall)
Swainson’s Thrush
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. W Teapa: d, 29 April 1959 (27*6) DB. 1 mi. E 
Teapa: ?, 23 March 1959 (no wt.) DB; d, 25 March 1959 (22.5) DB; ?, 5 
April 1959 (28.7) DB. 11 mi. N Balancan: 9, 11 May 1961 (36.5) DB. PUB­
LISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 74): Balancan, 13 May 1939. Mler e t U .  
(1957: 19l): Balancan, 13 Mhy; Teapa, 5 and 14 April.
The Swainsonfs Thrush winters sparingly in the rain forest belt of
Thbasco but becomes very conmon during the spring migration in late April
and early May. A similar situation undoubtedly occurs in the fall; however,
I have never been in the right area at that time of year. This species has
been recorded from near Chontalpa, Teapa, Balancan, and Tenosique. None
of the LSUMZ specimens, collected during the months of March, April, and
May, had enlarged gonads.
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H. u. swainsoni^^  is the usual race occurring in Tabasco, and all 
previous records have been referred to it. The specimen taken on 23 March, 
however, is clearly referable to the nominate form H. u. ustulata.293
Hylocichla minima (Lafresnaye)
Gray-cheeked Thrush
PUBLISHED RECORD. Thompson (1962: 175): 10 mi. E, 19 mi. N Macuspana, 5 
May 1955.
The only record for this species from Tabasco is a specimen collected 
by R. W. Bickerman on 5 Kay 1955> 10 miles east and 19 miles north of Macus­
pana. This specimen is located at the University of Kansasj and, to my 
knowledge, it represents only the second Mexican record for this species 
outside of the Yucatan Peninsula and the adjacent islands. Dickensian1 s 
bird is a female and the ovary was not enlarged.
The Tabascan specimen is referable to H. m. minima.294
Family SYLVIIDAE
Polloptila caerulea (Linnaeus)
Blue-gray Giatcatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Tteapa: ?, 7 March 1959 (5.8) DB. Balancln: 
d, 26 April 1961 (4.9) EA. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: £, 12 November 1961 (5.4)
DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Bent (1949: 362): Balancln. Brodkorb (1943: 75): 
Balancan. four, 9-i3 May 1939. Miller et al. (1957: 202): Frontera; Monte­
cristo [Bailiano Zapata]; San Juan Bautista [Villahermosa]. Ridgway (1904: 
722): Montecristo [Bniliano Zapata].
292ThrdU8 Swalnsoni Tschudi, Fauna Peruana, Aves, 1845: 28 (Carlton 
House, Saskatchewan, Canada).
293
Turd us ustulatus Nuttall, Man. Ornith. U. S. and Canada, 1, ed.
2, 1840: 400 (forests of Oregon [=Fort Vancouver, Washington]).
oph
Turdus minimus Lafresnaye. Rev. Zool., 11, 1848: 5 (ad Bogotam 
in Nova-Grenada [=Bogota, Colombia]).
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Locally the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher is a very conmon permanent resident 
in Tabasco. The resident population is supplemented during the winter months 
by visitants from farther north. The species can be found in a variety of 
habitats, such as forest edges, the interior of the dense woods itself, 
semiopen savanna, brushland, and mangroves. I encountered it most abundantly 
in the dry savanna north of Balancan, where numbers were seen almost every 
day during Hay 1961. I have personal records from the vicinities of the 
following localities: La Venta; Sanchez Magallanes; Huimanguillo; Ocuipan;
Chontalpa; Frontera; Miramar; Villahermosa; Teapa; Ciudad Pemex; Rio San 
Pedro y San Pablo; Bniliano Zapata; Balanc£n; and Tenosique. Kone of the 
Tabascan specimens had enlarged gonads.
I cannot satisfactorily distinguish any consistant difference between 
the resident race P. c. deppei^95 and the wintering form P. c. c a e r u l e a . ^96 
The back of the Balancan specimen is very bluish and is probably referable 
to caerulea. I am unable to identify the remaining two specimens. Brod­
korb (1943: 75) refers his May Balancan birds to deppei. and Miller, et al. 
(1957: 202) cite both races from the State. I am not convinced, however, 
that these two forms can be separated accurately.
Polioptila plumbea (Qnelin)
Tropical Gnatcatcher
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SE Tbnosique: <?, 12 November 1961 (6,2) LB; <?,
12 November 1961 (5*3) DB.
295 ••Polioptila caerulea deppei van Rossem, Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool.,
77, 1934: 402 (Mo Lagartos, Yucatan, Mexico).
^ [ Motacilla] caerulea Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 12, 1, 1766: 337 
(Pennsylvania [^Philadelphia, Pennsylvania]).
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
306
The Tropical Gnatcatcher was observed and collected from the canopy of 
the tall rain forest 8 miles southeast of Tenosique on 12 November 1961.
Cta the previous day L. C. Binford identified an individual of this species 
near Chotal. Gnatcatchers were quite common in the canopy of the rain for­
est southeast of Tenosique, but were so difficult to observe and distinguish 
(P. caerulea was also present) that positive identification was rarely at­
tained. From their habitat (rain forest canopy), however, I think that the 
majority of these individuals were of this species. The two specimens, 
taken in November, did not have enlarged testes.
The race of this species occurring from Mexico to Panama is P. £. super-
.41 J . V e  297C  I  .1 J *
Raaphocaenus rufiventris (Bonaparte)
Long-billed Gnatwren
SPECIMENS. L S U M Z - 7 ai. W Tbapa: d, 4 April 1959 (10.8) DB. 1 mi. E 
Teapa: 9, 23 March 1959 (9.8) DB; d, 21 February 1961 (10.7) DB; d, 18 
March 1961 (10.4) DB. Balancin, d, 29 April 1961 (9.4) DB. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 57): 15 km. N Reforma [La Reforma], 28 May 1939; 
Tenosique, 28 June 1939. Killer et al. (1957: 208): La Venta; Tenosique; 
near Reforma [La Reforms]. Van tyne and Trautman (1941: 10): 15 km. N 
Reforms [La Reforma]; Tenosique.
The Long-billed Gnatwren is a conmon permanent resident of the under­
growth and brushy edges of the rain forest and the dry tropical, evergreen 
woods of Tabasco. It has been recorded only from the La Venta, Chontalpa, 
Teapa, Balancan, and Tenosique regions and was observed in greatest numbers 
near Tenosique. This species is not observed as frequently as it is heard, 
but it responds to the “squeakingn of an observer by approaching him.
Polioptila supercillaris Lawrence, Ann. Iyc. Nat. Kist. Sew York,
7, 1861: 304 (New Grenada, Isthmus of Panama [=Lion Hill, Panama]).
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Usually the Long-billed C-natwren is encountered in pairs, but E. T. Arm­
strong reported seeing it traveling in small groups. Our March and April 
specimens had enlarged gonads, but those of the February male were not en­
larged.
Ihbascan birds are referable to 8. r. rufiventrls.29S a e  BalancAn 
bird, however, is the lightest in color of the Tabascan specimens and has 
much less black on the throat. It probably exhibits a tendency toward the 
pale Yucatan form R. r. ardeleo.2^
Family KOTACILLIDAE 
Anthus spinoletta Linnaeus 
Water Pipit
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  5 mi. SW OcuApan: ?, 8 December 1961 (19.4) DB.
Cn 8 December 1961 in the open savanna 5 miles southwest of Ocuapan, 
an individual of this species was flushed from the side of the road and 
was collected. Later the same day another Water Pipit Qewup fbom the side of 
the road 18 miles southwest of Ocuipan. There are no other records of 
this winter visitant from the State. The gonads of the Tabascan specimen 
were not distinguishable.
I refer the Tabascan bird to A. s, rubescens.^QQ
2987 Scolopacinu3 rofiventris Bonaparte, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 5, 
1837: 119 (Guatemala t=San Jose, Guatemala]).
2<^ Eamphocaenus rufiventris ardeleo Van Tyne and Trautman, Occ. 
Papers Mus. Zool., Univ. Michigan, 439, 1941: 9 (Chichen ItsA, YucatAn, 
Mexico).
^^Alauda Rubescens Tuns tall, Ornith. Brit., 1771: 2 (Pennsylvania 
[-Philadelphia, Pennsylvania]).
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Family BCMBTCILLIDAE 
Bombycllla cedronun Vieillot 
Cedar Waxwing
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. ¥ Teapa: d, 28 March I960 (35.0) DL.
Ob 28 March I960, D. M. Lay collected the specimen cited above from 
a fruit bearing tree 7 miles west of Tfeapa. This specimen is the only 
record for the Cedar Waxwing from Tabasco. It did not have enlarged testes.
Family LANHDAE 
Lanius ludovicianus Linnaeus 
Loggerhead Shrike
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  18 mi. N Villahermosa: d, 23 December 1961 (50.6) DB.
The specimen cited above was collected from a utility wire in the 
open marshland 18 mi. N Villahermosa on 23 December 1961. It represents 
the only record for the species from Tabasco. It did not have enlarged 
testes.
I refer this specimen to L. 1. excubitorides
Family CTCLAHHIDAE
Cyclarhis gujanensis (Gtaelin)
Sufous-browed Peppershrike
SPECIMEN. ■ LSUMZ.—  11 mi. » Balancin: d, 11 May 1961 (31.0) DB. PUBLISHED 
BECCBD: Thompson (1962: 1?5): Cantemo, 9 May 1955•
The Bufous-browed Peppershrike is a locally conmon permanent resident
•^ ~^Laniu3 excubitorides Swainson, in Swainson and Richardson, Fauna 
Bor.-Aaer,, 2, 1831: 115, pi. 34 (Carlton House, Saskatchewan, Canada).
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of the trees (usually oak) and brush at the edges of the savanna and the 
B&rshland. Once its loud vireolike song is learned, the species is found 
to be more common than originally suspected. The Rufous-browed Peppershrike 
is most abundant near Balancin and Bniliano Zapata. On 17 April 1961, L. L. 
Wolf observed this species in the brushy country 12 miles south of Villaher­
mosa. 3. W. Dickennan obtained the first Tabascan record for this species 
by collecting a specimen at Cantem6 on 9 May 1955. This specimen, a skele­
ton, is in the collection of the University of Kansas. The male taken near 
Balancin was singing loudly when it was collected, and it had enlarged testes.
A3 might be expected, the Tabascan specimen is a perfect intermediate 
between C. g. flaviventris?^  and C. g. yucatanensis. ^  The green of the 
back and the yellow of the under parts are slightly paler than typical fla- 
viventris. yet darker than in Yucatan birds (yucatanensis). The pileum is 
gray as in yucatanensis. The rufous superciliary stripe is paler than in 
flaviventris. yet is as extensive as that shown by that race. Dickerman’s 
cast skin from the skeleton at the University of Kansas appears to exhibit 
the same intermediate characters.
Family VIREOLANIIDAE 
Smaragdolanius pulchellus (Sclater and Salvin)
Green Shrike-vireo
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SS Tenosique: tf, 3 November 1961 (24.2) LB; d,
& November 1961 (23.6) DB.
^^Cyclaris flaviventris Lafresnaye. Sev. Zool., 5, 1842: 133 
(Santa-Cruce in Mexico [»Veracruz, Mexico]).
303Cjyelorhis flaviventris yucatanensis Ridgway, Proc. U. S. Nat. 
Mas., 9# 1886: 519 (Hfirida, Yucatan, Mexico].
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This species is an uncommon permanent resident of the canopy of tall 
dense rain forest. Within Tabasco it is known only from the locality 8 
miles southeast of Tenosique^ but it is inconspicuous in the tops of the 
trees and is probably often overlooked. Two birds were observed on 2 Novem­
ber, one on 3 November, three on 6 November, and one cn 8 November 1961.
The two specimens collected at that locality were males without enlarged 
testes.
S. £. palchellus^’is the subspecies that occurs in Tabasco.
Family STURNIDAE 
* Sturnu3 vulgaris Linnaeus 
Common Starling
Cb 14 December 1961, three individuals of this species were observed 
in semiopen pastureland 6 miles southwest of Sanchez Hagallanes. These 
birds flew from one clump of trees to another and were extremely wary and 
did not allow an approach within shotgun range. A few days later a pair of 
starlings was seen flying over the town of Sanchez Magallanes. There are 
no other observations, to rsy knowledge, of this species in Tabasco; and, 
according to Miller et al. (1957: 219), it has not been recorded south of 
northern Thmaulipas.
Family 7IRE0NIDAE 
Vireo griseus (Boddaert)
White-eyed Vireo
^ Srireolanius pulchellus Sclater and Salvin, Ibis, 1859: 12 (Guat­
emala).
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SPECIMENS, LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: 5, 30 March 1961 (15.7) DB. 1 
ad.. E Teapa: 9, 1 March 1959 (12.3) DB; ?, 2 April 1959 (14.7) DB. 1 mi.
S mouth Rio San Pedro y San Pablo: cf, 5 March 1961 (11.8) DB. 8 mi. SE 
Tenosique: <J, 10 November 1961 (11.3) LB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Miller et 
al. (1957: 221): Frontera; Teapa. Ridgway (1904: 184): Frontera.
The White-eyed Vireo is a very common winter visitant within Tabasco. 
It frequents the forest edges and thicket^ and in the coastal districts it 
is often observed in the mangroves. I have records for thi3 species within 
the State dating from 25 October to 17 April, and it has been reported from 
the following areas: La Venta; Sanchez Magallanes; Huimanguillo; Ocu&pan;
Chontalpa; Frontera; Miramar; Villahermosa; Teapa; Ciudad Pemex; Rio San 
Pedro y San Pablo; and Tenosique. It was recorded most abundantly and reg­
ularly at the last locality. None of the Tabascan specimens had enlarged 
gonads.
I refer Tabascan specimens to V. noveboracensis.-^
Vireo pallens Salvin 
Mangrove Vireo
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  17 mi. N Villahermosa: <S, 13 April 1961 (10.6) DB.
There are but four observations of this species within Thbasco, none 
of which were made in mangroves. On 13 April 1961 in the open marshland 
17 miles north of Villahermosa, am individual was seen and collected from 
the scrub bordering the swamp. A few days later on 15 April, another was 
observed in a similar habitat 2 miles south of Villahermosa. On 17 April 
1961, a Mangrove Vireo was seen in dense brush 12 miles south of Villaher­
mosa. This habitat was somewhat drier than the locations of the two
3Q5[Muscicapa] noveboracensis Gnelin, Syst. Nat., 1, pt. 2, 1789: 
947 (Noveboraco [=New York]).
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previous observations. In a small brushy woods bordering the Rio Usuma- 
cinta at Bniliano Zapata, an individual of this species was observed on 
23 April of the same year. The collected specimen had slightly enlarged 
gonads.
The collected bird is referable to V. £. semiflavus
Vireo flavifrons Vieillot 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: ?, 17 March 1959 (16.3) DB.
Locally the Yellow-throated Vireo is a conmon winter visitant to the 
rain forest belt of Tabasco. On occasion it may be seen in patches of 
woods elsewhere, for example, the woods near Oculpan and the tall mangroves 
at Rio San Pedro y San Pablo. Of the three rain forest areas, Chontalpa, 
Teapa, and Tenosique, this species was noted in greatest abundance and reg­
ularity at the last locality. There are records for the occurrence of the 
Yellow-throated Vireo within the State dating from 4 November to 27 March. 
The collected specimen did not have distinguishable gonads.
* Vlreo solitarius (Wilson)
Solitary Vireo
Ch 23 March 1959, I saw a Solitary Vireo in a cacao grove at the rain 
forest edge 1 mile east of Teapa. On 29 March I960, J, P. Gee (in litt.) 
observed an individual of this species among the cacao trees at the same 
locality. To my knowledge, these observations are the only records for
306yjreo semiflavus Salvin, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 1863: 138 
(Peten, Guatemala).
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this vireo from Tabasco.
Vireo olivaceus (Linnaeus)
Red-eyed Vireo
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: ?, 27 March 1959 (15.7) DB; 9, 30 
April 1959 (18.4) DB,
For a short period during the month of April, the Red-eyed Vireo is 
a common migrant in the rain forest belt of Thbasco. It has been recorded 
in the State between 27 March and 15 May and only from the vicinities of 
Chontalpa and Teapa. This species has never yet been reported in the fall, 
though it undoubtedly passes through the State at that season also. The bird 
taken on 27 March 1959 was obtained from a mist net. Neither of the two 
Tabascan specimens had enlarged gonads.
Vireo flavoviridis (Cassin)
Yellow-green Vireo
SPECIMEHS. LSUMZ.—  Balancan: rf, 28 April 1961 (15.4) DB. 11 mi. N 
Balanc&n: <?, 4 May 1961 (17.2) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943 : 75): 
Balancan, two, 11-17 May 1939; Reforna tL& Reforma],four, 23 May 1939; 15 
km. N Reforms [La Reforma], 28 May 1939; Boca del Cerro, 3 July 1939.
The Yellow-green Vireo is a very common summer resident of the semi­
open country near Sniliano Zapata and Balanc&n. In that region it frequents 
the dry tropical evergreen and oak woods as well as trees scattered through 
the savanna. In May 1961 north of Balancan, this species was one of the 
more obvious and abundant birds of the area, and its song was a character­
istic sound of the region. The earliest date, to ay knowledge, for the 
arrival of this species in Tabasco is 23 April. I do not know when it de­
parts in the fall. The two males, taken in April and May, were in breeding 
condition.
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The race of this species breeding in Tabasco is V. f. flavoviridis.307
Yireo philadelphicus (Cassin)
Philadelphia Vireo
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. W Teapa: 9, 29 April 1959 (11.1) DB; <?, 29 April 
1959 (13.S) DB. 1 mi. E Teapa: d, 23 April 1959 (10.8) DB.
During the latter part of April and early May, the Philadelphia Vireo
is a common migrant in the rain forest of Tabasco. At Teapa during the
spring of 1959, this species was not observed until 27 April; and then,
for a period of approximately a week, it was very numerous. On 29 April
I counted thirty individuals in the same section of rain forest that had 
not produced this vireo a few days previously. The last bird was seen on
II May. Two of these vireos were observed in the rain forest 7 miles 
south of Chontalpa on 14 April 1961. This migrant has been recorded only 
from the Chontalpa and Teapa regions. The specimen collected on 23 April 
was obtained from a mist net. None of the Tabascan specimens had enlarged 
gonads.
Vireo gilvus (Vieillot)
Warbling Vireo
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. W Taapa: 9, 27 February 1961 (14.7) DB.
The specimen cited above, collected from a small patch of rain forest, 
represents the only record for the Warbling Vireo from Tabasco. The date 
perhaps indicates that this species winters sparingly in the State. The 
specimen is a female, and its ovary was not enlarged.
307Vireosvlvia flavoviridis Cassin, Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadel­
phia, 5, 1851: 152, pi. 11 (Panama"and San Juan de Nicaragua [=San Juan, 
Nicaragua]).
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I cannot definitely identify this specimen to race.
Hylophilus ochraceiceps Sclater
Tawny-c rowned Greenlet
SPECIHEHS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: 2, 22 March 1961 (11.5) DB. 1 ad. 
E Teapa: <?, 2 8  February 1961 (12.4) EA. 8  mi. SE Tenosique: 8, 10 Novem­
ber 1961 (10.6) LB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943 : 75): San Isidro, 
10 June 1939; Santo Tom&s, 21 June 1939. Hcllmayr (1935: 1?8): Teapa. 
Ridgway (1904: 219): Teapa.
This greenlet is not as common or as widespread as its close relative 
H. decurtatus. Unlike that species, the Tawny-crowned Greenlet frequents 
the lower story of undisturbed rain forest instead of the canopy. It has 
been recorded from the Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosique regions but is com­
mon only around Tenosique. ’Wherever it occurs this species is a permanent 
resident, but none of the three specimens taken in February, March, and 
November were in breeding condition.
H. o. o c h r a c e i c e p s 3 0 8  is the race that occurs from southern Mexico to 
Panama.
Hylophilus decurtatus (Bonaparte)
Gray-headed Greenlet
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: ?, 30 March 1961 (8.3) DB. 1 mi. 
E Teapa: 9, 19 March 1959 (8.2) DB; <J, 19 March 1959 (9.0) DB; cf, 11 April 
1959 (8.9) DB. 1 mi. S mouth Rio San Pedro y San Pablo: 2, 5 March 1961 
(9.2) EA. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: <?, 13 November 1961 (8.1) DB. PUBLISHH) 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 76): 15 km. N Reforma [La Reforma], 28 May 1939; 
Boca del Cerro, 3 July 1939. Dickey and van Rossem (1927: 4): Frontera; 
Teapa, three.
The Gray-headed Greenlet is a common permanent resident of wooded
3^Hylophilus ochraceiceps Sclater, Proc. Zool, Soc. London, 27, 
1859: 375 (Playa Vicente, Oaxaca, Mexico).
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areas throughout the State. Although it occurs in dry tropical evergreen 
woods and tall mangroves, it is more numerous in the rain forest belt. 
There are records for this species from the vicinities of Cardenas, Ocua- 
pan, Chontalpa, Teapa, Rio San Pedro y San Pablo, Balancan, and Tenosique. 
It was recorded in greatest abundance and regularity at the last locality 
during November. This greenlet is an inhabitant of the treetops and usu­
ally travels through the forest in small groups. It will respond readily 
to "squeaking.1 A small band of these birds is capable of producing con­
siderable racket. The males collected on 11 April and 19 March had en­
larged testes. The remaining specimens, however, did not have enlarged 
gonads.
Tabascan birds are referable to H. d. decurtatus.3Q9
Family COEREBIDAE310 
Chlorophanes spiza (Linnaeus)
Green Honeycreeper
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. S Chontalpa: 2, 7 December 1961 (20.3) LB; cf, 
7 December 1961 (26.4) DB; cf, 7 December 1961 (25.4) DB. S mi. SE Teno­
sique: 9, 3 November 1961 (20.0) LB; 2, 3 November 1961 (no wt.) DB.
3 Sylvieola decurtata Bonaparte, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 5 1837: 
118 (Guatemala).
^10Beecner (1951: 274) has concluded from anatomical studies that 
the Coerebidae is composed of an artificial group. He proposes placing
Coereba in Parulidae and Cyanerpes, Chlorophanes, and Diglossa in Thraupi- 
dae. In stating ny views on the matter, I could do no better than to quote
Skutch (1954: 438). He says: "Although I agree that as at present consti­
tuted the Coerebidae is a heterogeneous, unnatural group. I question, for
example, the wisdom of placing a bird like Diglossa among the tanagers, 
thereby making that fairly homogeneous family a less compact and natural 
group. After all, there comes a time in the course of evolution when an 
offshoot of one family has become so greatly modified that it merits sepa­
ration into a distinct family. At present, it seems best to allow the fam­
ily Coerebidae to rest in its admittedly unsatisfactory form, awaiting field
studies of other genera, which added to the anatomical evidence will lead to 
a fuller understanding of natural relationships. Perhaps the Coerebidae
should be split up;...."
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During November 1961 near camp 8 miles southeast of Tenosique, this 
species was observed regularly in the upper levels of the dense rain for­
est. It was usually seen in small groups of five or six individuals. The 
Green Honeycreeper has been recorded from but one other locality, the rain 
forest 7 miles south of Chontalpa. On 25 October 1961, two individuals were 
seen at that locality; and, on 7 December of the same year, three birds were 
collected there. I assume that this species is a permanent, although uncom­
mon, resident within the State. None of the specimens had enlarged gonads.
C. s. guatemalensis^-H is the subspecies that occurs in Tabasco.
Cyanerpes cyaneu3 (Linnaeus)
Blue Honeycreeper
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: d, 22 March 1961 (11.7) EA. 7 mi.
W Teapa: d, 4 April 1959 (14.5) DB. 1 mi. E Teapa: d, 11 May 1959 (12.1)
DB.
The Blue Honeycreeper is a common permanent resident of the rain forest 
belt, but it may be found sparingly elsewhere. It has been recorded from near 
La Venta, Ocu&pan, Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosique. This species was found 
to be most abundant in the area of the least disturbed rain forest, 8 miles 
southeast of Tenosique. The Blue Honeycreeper frequents both the interior 
of the rain forest (usually the upper stories) and its fringes. It ordin­
arily travels through the forest in small groups and is rarely seen singly.
Oh 21 March 1961, a flock of twenty individuals was noted in the top of a 
tall tree in the rain forest 2 miles south of Chontalpa. The males collected 
in April and May had greatly enlarged testes. The March male, however, did
^^•Chlorophanes guatemalensis Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London,
1861: 129 (Guatemala [=Choctu», Vera Paz, Guatemala]).
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not have enlarged gonads,
C. c. c a r n e i p e s 3 1 2  ranges from southern Mexico to Panama.
Coereba flaveola (Linnaeus)
Bananaquit
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: <?, 18 February 1961 ( 9 . 1 )  DB.
Ch 18 February 1961 at Teapa, I collected an individual of this spe­
cies from the edge of the rain forest. This bird had come in response 
to my "squeaking." On 4 April 196], another Bananaquit was seen at medium 
height in the rain forest 2 miles east of Tfeapa along the Tacotalpa road. 
There are no other records for this species from Tabasco. The specimen 
did not have enlarged gonads.
The Tabascan bird is referable to C. f. m e a i c a n a . 3 1 3
Family PARULIDAE
Mniotilta varia (Linnaeus)
Black and White ’Warbler
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9?, 27 February 1959 (no wt.) DB. 3alan- 
cSnz 9, 27 April 1961 (9.7) 5A. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: cf, 7 November 1961 (8.9) 
MB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Miller et al. (1957: 237): Tabasco. Weber (1945: 
189): La Venta.
The Black and White Warbler is a very coreaon winter visitant to the 
wooded areas of Tabasco. Although it may be found in almost any type of 
forested region (dry tropical evergreen woods; mangroves; fresh-water
^ ^Caereba cameipea Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 27, 1859:
376 (Playa Vicente, Oaxaca, Mexico).
- ^ Certhiola mexicana Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 24, I856:
286 (C6rdova, Veracruz, Mexico).
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swamp forest), it is most abundant in the rain forest belt. At some local­
ities this bird is the most common of the wintering wood warblers. There 
are records for its occurrence in Tabasco dating from 25 October to 4 May, 
and it has been listed from La Venta, Sanchez Magalianes, Huimanguillo, 
Chontalpa, Teapa, Tapijulapa, Macuspana, Ciudad Pemex, Bio San Pedro y San 
Pablo, Bniliano Zapata, Balancln, and Tenosique. Sons of the LSUMZ speci­
mens had enlarged gonads.
* Protonotarla cltrea (Boddaert)
Prothonotary Warbler 
On 17 December 1961, L. C. Binford saw at close range a Prothonotary 
Warbler in a low mangrove swamp along the Laguna del Carmen 3 miles east 
of Sanchez Magalianes. There is no other record of this species from Ta­
basco.
Helaitheros vermivorus (Gtaelin)
Worm-eating Warbler
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: ?, IB March 1959 (13.1) DB; ?, 23 Feb- 
ruary 19&L (12.4) EA. PUBLISHED RECORD. Miller et al. (1957: 238): Tabasco.
The Worm-eating Warbler is a caampn winter visitant in Tabasco, espe­
cially in the rain forest belt. It has also been recorded, however, from 
the mangroves at Sanchez Magalianes and Bio San Pedro y San Pablo. I have 
observations of this species within the State dating from 2 November to 17 
April, and it has been recorded from the vicinities of Sanchez Magalianes, 
Huimanguillo, Ocuapan, Chontalpa, Teapa, Tapijulapa, Rio San Pedro y San 
Pablo, and Tbnosique. It was found in greatest abundance and regularity 
at Tenosique. This species winters in the understory of the humid rain
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forest, often being found upon the damp forest floor itself. Neither of the 
LSUMZ specimens had distinguishable gonads,
* Vomivora chrysoptera (Linnaeus)
Golden-winged Warbler 
There are only four observations of the Golden-winged Warbler within 
Tabasco. In 1959 at Teapa, I saw it on 28 April and 2 and 5 May in the 
dense brush at the rain forest edge. Cn 23 April 1961 at Bailiano Zapata,
I observed an individual feeding in vine-tangled brush within a dry patch 
of woods at the edge of town. The Golden-winged Warbler probably does not 
winter in Tabasco but merely migrates in small numbers through the State.
Yermivora pinus (Linnaeus)
Blue-winged Warbler 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. S Teapa: ?, 13 March 1959 (8.6) DB.
The Blue-winged Warbler is an uncommon winter visitant in Tabasco.
It frequents the forest edges and brushy areas near the woods. It has been 
recorded in the State on dates ranging from 2 November to 15 April. It has 
been recorded from the vicinities of La Venta, Ocuapan, Chontalpa, Teapa, 
Ciudad Pemex, and Tenosique. On 3 November 1961, 8 miles southeast of Teno- 
sique, a Blue-winged Warbler entered, after dark arkl during a rainstorm, the 
thatched house in which we lived. By lantern light it actively fed on in­
sects among the eaves and rafters. The Tabascan specimen did not possess 
distinguishable gonads.
Yermivora peregrina (Wilson)
Tennessee Warbler
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
321
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: ?, 23 March 1959 (7*2) DB; d, 6 May 
1959 (11.5) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique; tf, 12 November 1961 (8.1) DB.
This species is an uncommon winter visitant in the State and i3 usu­
ally seen in the upper stories of the rain forest or in tops of trees in 
the open. The Tennessee Warbler has been recorded in Tabasco on dates 
ranging from 3 November to 6 May and from the vicinities of Chontalpa, Teapa, 
and Tenosique. It was found in greatest abundance and regularity at the 
last locality. Cn 10 November 1961, eight individuals were counted at that 
location. None of the specimens taken within the State had enlarged gonads.
Vermivora celata (Say)
Orange-crowned Warbler
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  3 mi. E Sanchez Magalianes: <?, 17 December 1961 (8.7)
LB.
J. X. McDonald (in litt.) reported seeing this species along the Rio 
Puyacatengo at Teapa on 18 March 1959. On 17 and 18 December 1961 in the 
coastal scrub and mangroves at Sanchez Magalianes, one Orange-crowned War­
bler was recorded each day. L. C. Binford collected the only specimen for 
the State on 17 December. There are no other Tabascan records for this 
winter visitant. The male taken in December did not have enlarged testes.
I refer the Thbascan specimen to V. c_, celata.
[ Vermivora ruficapilla (Wilson) ]
Nashville Warbler
On 26 April 1961, I saw a bird that was almost definitely of this spe­
cies in a dense thicket in the dry, semiopen country at Balancan. I was
Sylvia celatus Say, in Long, Exped. Rocky Mtns., 1, 1823: 169 
(Engineer Cantonment near Council Bluffs [-Gnaha, Nebraska]).
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able to obtain only a brief glimpse of the bird as it went into the brush. 
Positive identification, therefore, was not possible; and, before this spe­
cies is added to the Tabascan list, verification of its occurrence within 
the State should be obtained.
Parula americana (Linnaeus)
Parula Warbler
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: d, 7 March 1939 (7.1) DB. 8 mi. SE 
Tenosique: 9, 13 November 1961 (6.5) LB. PUBLISHED RECORD. Miller, et
al. (1957: 243): Tabasco.
The Parula Warbler is an uncommon winter visitant to the State. It was 
found in greatest abundance 4 to 5 individuals) in the tall mangroves at Rio 
San Pedro y San Pablo on 5 and 6 March 1961, but it may also be encountered 
infrequently at the rain forest edge and in low trees scattered through the 
open. I have records for the occurrence of this species in Tabasco dating 
from 4 November to 23 April, and it has been recorded from near Campo Magal- 
lanes, Huimanguillo, OcuApan, Chontalpa, Teapa, Ciudad Pemex, Rio San Pedro 
y San Pablo, Bniliano Zapata, and Tenosique, Neither of the two LSUMZ spe­
cimens had enlarged gonads.
Parula pitlayuml (Vieillot)
CLive-backed Warbler 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SW Oculpan: d, 10 December 1961 (6.6 ) LB.
The specimen cited above was collected by L. C. Binford in a small patch 
of oak at the edge of a savanna on 10 December 1961, 8 miles southwest of 
Ocuapan. This specimen is the only record for this species from Tabasco.
The bird did not have enlarged testes.
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The specimen is referable to P. £. inomata«315
[ Peucedramus taeniatua (Du Bus) ] 
dive Warbler
Du Bus’ (1847: 104) type for Sylvia taeniata, located in the Brussels 
Museum, is labeled "Tabasco." As stated by van Rossem (1942 ; 213), it is 
highly unlikely that this montane form was actually taken within the con­
fines of the State. Van Rossem further states that this specimen "was 
without doubt collected by Ghiesbreght [in 1838 or 18391 in the same local­
ity as the type of Cyanocorax unlcolor.11 This species should not be in­
cluded on the list of Tabascan birds without further verification of its 
occurrence within the State.
DenAroica Petechia‘S  (Linnaeus)
Yellow Warbler
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  La Venta: <S, 29 March 1961 (10.4) DB. Sanchez Magal­
ianes; «f?, 12 December 1961 (11.3) DB. 2 mi. E Teapa
Parula inomata Baird, Rev. Amer. Birds, 1, 1864: 171 (Choctum, 
Vera Paz, Guatemala).
316
I do not believe that the chestnut-headed resident form (bryanti) 
is best considered to be conspecific with the migrant North American popu­
lations. Merging these populations certainly emphasizes the close relation­
ship between these groups, but other important factors are obviously sacri­
ficed. I am opposed to such a classification and feel that to sink into 
obscurity a biological entity as distinct as the "Mangrove Warbler" and to 
relegate it to a level equivalent to races differentiated solely by statis­
tical analyses is unwarrented.
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Tacotalpa road: cf?, 13 March 1959 (9.5) DB. Balanc£n: ?, 25 April 1961 
(8,0) EA. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Bent (1953: 180): BalancAn, 11 Kay. Brod­
korb (1943: 76): Balancin: two, 10-11 May 1939. Check-liat of North Auer- 
lean Bird8 (1957: 489): Tfeapa. Eellmayr (1935: 3^7): Teapa,"Two^ Killer 
eTal7^957: 245; 246): Balanc£n.
The resident form of this species (Mangrove Warbler) is an abundant 
bird in the low mangroves along the edges of the Laguna del Carmen near 
Sanchez Magallar.es. I never saw an individual of this species in the tall 
mangroves at Rio San Pedro y San Pablo; however, B. B. Coffey (in litt.) 
reported seeing one at that locality on 23 May 1961. These are the first 
records for the "Mangrove Warbler" from Tabasco. The wintering races of 
the Yellow Warbler have been recorded within the State from 25 October to 
16 May, and they are very widespread in distribution throughout the wooded 
areas, principally in the trees bordering the savanna and marshland, in the 
cocoanut groves, and in the mangroves along the coast. None of the LSUMZ 
specimens had enlarged gonads.
The resident form is the race D. £. b r y a n t i . 3 1 7  Hiller et al, (1957: 
245; 246) include Tabasco within the ranges of the following wintering races: 
D, £. amnicola,218 g. aestiva,319 sonorana.^® Brodkorb (1943:
76) allocates his Balancan birds to aestiva. and Hellmayr (1935: 367): re­
fers Teapa birds to sonorana. I refer my wintering specimens to amnicola.
317Dendroica Vieillotii, var, Bryantl Ridgway. Amer. Nat., 7, 1873: 
606 (no locality [=Belize, British Honduras]).
318
Dendroica aestiva amnicola Batchelaor, Proc. New England Zool. 
Club, 6, 1918: 82 (Curslet, Newfoundland).
'^[Motacllla] aestiva Qnelin, Syst. Hat., 1, pt. 2, 1789 : 996 (in 
Gujana, aestate in Canada (scity of Quebec, Quebec, Canada]).
-^Qpendroica aestiva sonorana Brewster, Auk, 5> 1888: 137 (Cposura, 
Sonora, Mexico).
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Dendroica magnolia (Wilson)
Magnolia Warbler
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Tsapa: 9, 27 February 1959 (7.4) DB; ?, 28 
February 1959 (7.3) DL; <f?, 24 March 1959 (7.2) DB; ?, 4 April 1959 (7.2)
DL. Balanc£n: ?, 24 April 1961 (7.5) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: <J, 6 Novem­
ber 1961 (8.2) MB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Check-liat of North American Birds 
(1957 : 490): Frontera. Hellmayr (1935 :~385T: Teapa. Weber (1945: 189TT 
La Venta.
The Magnolia Warbler is an abundant winter visitant to the wooded areas 
of Tabasco, especially to the rain forest belt. During the winter months 
this species, along with the American Redstart, is one of the most obvious 
and abundant birds in the rain forested areas. An average day in the field 
would produce counts of approximately ten to twenty Magnolia Warblers, even 
when one leaves many birds uncounted for fear of duplication. There are 
records for this species in the State from 25 October to 12 May, but it un­
doubtedly occurs over a longer period. It is widespread in distribution
within Tabasco and has been reported from a variety of habitats, for ex­
ample, mangroves, scattered trees within the open savanna, dry tropical 
evergreen woods, and dense rain forest* This species is in drab winter
dress until late April and early May, when it attains its spring plumage.
None of the specimens collected in Tabasco had enlarged gonads.
* Dendroica tigrina (Gmelin)
Cape May Warbler
Cto 16 November 1961, L. C. Binford and I saw a male Cape May Warbler 
in a mall tree in semiopen cultivated country 4 miles southeast of Teno­
sique. In response to "squeaking," the bird came within 10 feet of us and 
exhibited little fear. Unfortunately we were traveling at the time with 
shotguns packed away and therefore could not collect the bird. Miller et
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al. (1957: 248), summarizing occurrences in all of Mexico, record this 
species only from the States of Yucatan and Quintana Roo.
Dendroica coronata (Linnaeus)
Myrtle Warbler
SPSCIKLNS. LSUMZ.—  Sanchez Magalianes: d, 18 December 1961 (12.5) LB} 
9, 18 December 1961 (11.5) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Hellmayr (1935: 390): 
Teapa, two. Weber (1945: 189): La Venta.
The Myrtle 'Warbler is an uncommon winter visitant, frequenting the 
short brush in the open savanna and coastal marshland of Ihbasco. On 
6 December 1961, I saw a small group in the brush and oak trees at the 
edge of a large marsh 8 miles south of Huimanguillo. On 8 and 9 Decem­
ber of the same year, this species was noted sparingly in the open sa­
vanna southwest of Ocuapan. On 12 December an individual was seen at 
the edge of a mangrove swamp 6 miles north of Campo Magalianes; and, on 
18 December 1961, the two specimens mentioned above were collected from 
the coastal scrub and palms at Sanchez Magalianes. I have not recorded 
this species in Ikbascc on any other occasion. Neither cf the two birds 
collected in December had enlarged gonads.
I refer the Tabascan specimens to D. £. c o r o n a t a .321
321[Motacilla] coronata Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 12, 1, 1766: 
333 (in Pensylvania t=?hiladelphia, Pennsylvania]).
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Dendroica virens (Ckielin)
Black-throated Green Warbler
SPECIMENS, LSUMZ.—  2 mi. SE Teapa: (??, 2 March 1939 (no wt.) DB. 3alan- 
can: d, 25 April 1961 (10.3) DB. PUBLISHED RECORD. Weber (1945: 189): La 
Venta.
3his species is a common winter visitant to the forests of Tabasco. 
Although it is most numerous in the rain forest regions, Chontalpa, Teapa, 
Thpijulapa, and Tenosique, it has been recorded from the semiopen country 
near La Venta, Huimanguillo, Ocuapan, and Balancan and from the tall man­
groves at Bxo San Pedro y San Pablo. The dates of record range from 25 
October to 6 May, but the real time of fall arrival is unquestionably 
earlier than the data show. Neither of the two specimens had enlarged 
gonads.
The LSUMZ specimens are referable to D. v. virens .-3 ^
* Dendroica occidentalis (Townsend)
Hermit Warbler
J. K. McDonald (in litt.) reported seeing a Hsrmit Warbler in full 
dress on 13 March 1961 south of Teapa. I know of no other record for this 
species from the State.
Dendroica fusca (Muller)
Blackburnian Warbler 
SPECIMEN. LSUHZ.—  7 mi. S Chontalpa: d“, 14 April 1961 (10.3) L3.
On 2 May 1959, a BLackburniar. Warbler was seen in the top of a tall
'’^ [ Motacilla] virens Gnelin, §yst. Nat., 1, pt. 2, 1789: 985 (in 
Pensilvania [=Philad'elphia, Pennsylvania]).
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tree in the rain forest at Teapa. Although the bird was shot and observed 
falling from the tree, the specimen was never located despite a long, ar­
duous search. On 14 April 1961, L. C. Binford noted two individuals (one 
of which was collected) of this species in the rain forest canopy 7 miles 
south of Chontalpa. Binford reported that he also heard one of these birds 
singing. There are no other records for the Blackburnian Warbler from 
Tabasco.
Dendroica dominica (Linnaeus)
Tellow-throated Warbler
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  3 mi. W Miramar: <f, 5 March 1961 (11.4) DB. 18 mi.
NE Teapa: 9, 3 April 1959 (10.3) DB.
The Tellow-throated Warbler is a common winter visitant along the 
Tabascan coast (Sanchez Magalianes; Miramar) in the cocoanut palms and 
occasionally the mangroves. Away from the coast I have seen it only at 
La Venta and Huastecas. At these localities it was observed in the tops 
of tall trees in the open. I have records for its occurrence within the 
State ranging from 12 December to 3 April, but undoubtedly the species is 
present over a longer period. Neither of the two specimens had enlarged 
gonads.
The Tabascan birds are referable to D. d. albilora. ^3
Dendroica pensylvanica (Linnaeus)
Chestnut-sided Warbler
3 ^ Dendroica Dominica var. albilora Ridgway, Amer. Nat., 7, 1873: 
606 (Belize, British Honduras).
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. W Tbapa: cf, 29 April 1959 (10.6) DB. 1 mi. E 
Teapa: d, 2 May 1959 (12.3) DB. Balancan: cf, 26 April 1961 (7.S) DB. 8 
mi. SE Tenosique: S, 3 November 1961 (9.9) LB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Hellmayr 
(1935: 402): Tfeapa, two.
Hie exact status of this species within Tabasco is not certain. For 
a short time in the spring, it is a common migrant and has been recorded 
from 14 April to 7 May. At Teapa in 1959 the Chestnut-sided Warbler was 
not observed until 28 April, but from that date until 6 May it was one of
the most common warblers in the area. After the latter date the bird was
not seen again that spring. Near camp 8 miles southeast of Tenosique, this 
species was recorded on 3, 8, 12, and 15 November 1961, and one individual 
was seen 6 miles south of Chontalpa on 5 December of the same year. These
records indicate that the Chestnut-sided Warbler winters sparingly in Ta­
basco, although the Check-list of North American Birds (1957: 500) states 
that it winters from Nicaragua southward. It is possible, however, that 
the November and December birds were very late fall migrants. This spe­
cies has been recorded at Chontalpa, Teapa, Balanc&n, and Tenosique and is 
usually observed in brushy sections and at the forest edge. Hie males 
collected on 29 April and 2 May had slightly enlarged testes, but the go­
nads of the remaining two specimens were not enlarged.
Dendroica castanea. (Wilson)
Bay-breasted Warbler
SPECDPIH.. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. W Teapa: ?, 27 February 1961 (10.2) DB. PUBLISHED 
RECORD. Miller et al (1957: 254): La Venta, 26 April.
To my knowledge, there are but two records for the occurrence of the
Bay-breasted Warbler in Tabasco, the La Venta bird and the specimen that 
I collected on 27 February 1961. This bird was taken in a small patch of 
woods 7 miles west of Teapa. The specimen, in which the gonads were
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
330
indistinguishable, was in dull winter dress and was not very conspicuous in 
the field, a factor that may contribute to the assumed rarity of the species 
within the State,
Dendroica palmarum (Gaelin)
Palm Warbler
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  4 mi. SW Ocuipan: d, 9 December 1961 (8.6) LB; 2, 9 
December 1961 (7.9) LB*
There are only three records for the Palm Warbler from Tabasco: one
bird seen 18 miles southwest of Ocuipan on 8 December; two birds collected 
4 miles southwest of Oculpan on 9 December; and one bird seen 18 miles 
southwest of Oculpan on 10 December 1961, This species was observed in 
brush and small trees within the open savanna. According to Miller et al. 
(1957: 255), the Palm Warbler has not been reported anwhere in Mexico except 
on the Yucatan Peninsula aid in Baja California. Paynter (1955: 253) states 
that a specimen from Chichln Its! was the only record of which he was aware 
"from the interior of the mainland of Mexico or Central America." Neither 
of the two specimens from Tabasco had enlarged gonads.
The Tabascan specimens are referable to D. £. palmarum.^
Seiurus aurocapil1us (Linnaeus)
Ovenbird
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 2. 7 March 1959 (17.2) DB. 8 mi. SE 
Tenosique: ?, 10 November 1961 (19.6) DB. PUBLISHED RECORD. Miller et
al. (1957: 256): Teapa.
^-•[Motacilla] palmarum Gnelin, Syst. Nat., 1, pt. 2, 1789: 951 
(in insula S. Dominici [-Hispaniola])*
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The Ovenbird is a very common winter visitant that is found in great­
est numbers on the floor of the rain forest and dry tropical evergreen woods 
but is occasionally Been elsewhere. I have recorded this species within 
Tabasco on dates ranging from 25 October to 7 May and from the following 
localities: La Venta; Sanchez Magalianes; Huimanguillo; Chontalpa; Teapa;
Tapijulapa; Balancan; and Tenosique. It occurred in greatest abundance at 
the last locality during November, Neither of the LSUMZ specimens had en­
larged gonads.
I concur with Paynter (1955: 253) in considering this species to be 
best treated as monotypic,
Seiurus motacilla (Vieillot)
Louisiana Waterthrush
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: d, 14 April 1959 (18.6) DB; d, I March 
1961 (22.1) EA. PUBLISHED RECOUPS. Bent (1953: 501): Frontera. Killer et 
al. (1957: 257): Thbasco.
The Louisiana Waterthrush is an uncommonly recorded winter visitant to 
Tabasco, encountered most frequently in the rain forest belt along rocky 
streams or on the humid forest floor. This species is easily confused with 
the more abundant Northern Waterthrush and is, therefore, probably more 
numerous than the data indicate. Definite Tabascan records for this bird 
extend fro* 5 November to 14 April, and I have recorded it from Campo 
Magalianes (in fresh-water swamp forest), Teapa and Tenosique, Both the 
March and the April specimens had slightly enlarged gonads-
Seiurus noveboracensis (Cknelin)
Northern Waterthrush
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. SW Teapa: tf, 10 April 1959 (20.5) OB. 1 mi. E 
Teapa: <?, 23 March 1959 (18.3) DB. PUBLISHED RECORD. Brodkorb (1943 : 77): 
Balancan, 15 May 1939.
The Northern Waterthrush is a comnon winter visitant to the stream banks 
and the das?) floors of forests (including mangroves) throughout the State, 
but is more numerous in the rain forest section, it has been recorded in 
Tabasco on dates ranging from 30 October to 6 May and from the vicinities 
of La Venta, Sanches Magalianes, Teapa, Ciudad Pemex, Rio San Pedro y San 
Pablo, Rio Chico, Btdliano Zapata, Balancln, and Tenosique. This species 
is easily confused with the Louisiana Waterthrush, and may Tabascan water­
thrush records are unidentifiable specifically. Both LSUMZ specimens had 
slightly enlarged testes.
Eaton (1957: 238) studied the geographic variation in the Northern 
Waterthrush and came to the following conclusion: "In the light of these
data, which show an unusual amount of individual variation and slight trends 
toward geographic variation, it would seem best to treat the species as 
monotypic. The identification of migrants and wintering birds, unless 'ul- 
tratypical,* would be highly subjective." I concur with Eaton’s judgment.
Opororals formosus (Wilson)
Kentucky Warbler
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: ?, 27 February 1959 (no wt.) DB. PUB­
LISHED RECORDS. Sellaayr (1935: 420): Tabasco. Hiller et al. (1957: 258): 
Tabasco.
The Kentucky Warbler is a common winter visitant to the rain forests 
of Tabasco, where it frequents the understory and the moist floor. It is 
occasionally seen in small damp woods away from the rain forest near Ocua­
pan and Tenosique as well as in the vicinities of Chontalpa, Teapa, Macus- 
pana, and Tenosique in the rain forest belt. At the last locality in
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
3 3 3
November 1961, the Kentucky Warbler was observed every day during my stay.
I have records ranging from 25 October to 28 April, Hie February specimen 
did not have distinguishable gonads.
Oporornis Philadelphia (Wilson)
Mourning Warbler
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ. -- Balancan: rf?, 27 April 1961 (10.4) D3. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Bent (1953: 532): Reforma [La Reforma], 22 May. Brodkorb (1943:
77): 'Reforma [La Reforma], 22 May 1939. Miller et al. (1957: 258): Tabas­
co, 22 May.
The Mourning warbler is an unconmon migrant through Tabasco; but, as 
far as I am aware, it has been noted only during the spring migration (from 
23 April to 22 May). Hie majority of the records were from the vicinity 
of Balancan, but an individual was seen at Bniliano Zapata on 23 April 1961.
A bird that was probably of this species, but possibly an example of the 
unrecorded 0. boLmiei. was observed momentarily at Teapa on 5 May. The 
Mourning Warbler is usually observed in dense brush at the forest edge.
The Thbascan specimen did not have distinguishable gonads.
Geothlypis triehas (Linnaeus)
Common Yellowthroat
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: d?, 7 March 1959 (9.9) DB. Balancan:
<?, 29 April 1961 (11.0) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Bent (1953 : 563): Balan­
can, 9 May. Brodkorb (1943 : 77): Balancan, 9 May 1939. Hellmayr (1935:
427): Teapa, two.
This species is a coranon winter visitant to the brushy areas within
the savanna and open marshland of Thbasco. It is often observed in the
tall grass and brush bordering the roads that traverse the State. I have
records ou dates ranging from 2 November to 10 May. The species has been
recorded from the vicinities of the following localities: Sanchez Magalianes;
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Ocuapan; Huimanguillo; Chontalpa; Villahermosa; Teapa; Ciudad Pemex; Rio 
San Pedro y San Pablo; Rio Chico; Bailiano Zapata; Balancan; and Tenosique, 
Neither of the two specimens had enlarged gonads,
Brodkorb (1943: 77) and Miller et al, (1957: 261) assign yellovthroats 
wintering in Tabasco tc G. t. bis.chida.ctylus, ^5 I cannot positively iden­
tify my Tabascan specimens, but they are probably referable to that race.
Geothlypis poliocephala Baird 
Ground Chat
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ,—  7 mi. S Huimanguillo: 9, 15 March 1961 (16.3) EA. 1? 
mi. N Teapa: <?, skeleton, 27 April 1959 (14.6) DB. 1 mi. E  Teapa: <f, 2 7  
February 1959 (15.0) DB; 9 ,  5 April 1959 ( 1 1 . 2 )  DL. 2  mi. E Teapa, Tacotal- 
pa road: 9 ,  4 April 1961 (14.8) DB. Balancan: <f, 25 April 1961 (14.1) E A .
8  mi. SE Tenosique: 9 ,  3  November 1961 (14.3) MB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brod­
korb (1943: 77): Balancin, 10 May 1939; Tenosique, two, 15-16 June 1939. 
Hellmayr (1935: 444): Montecristo [Bniliano Zapata], Ridgway (1902: 689): 
Montecristo [Bniliano Zapata],
In Tabasco the Ground Chat is a very conmon permanent resident within 
its chosen habitat of open grassy savanna, weed patches, and marshland. It 
may be found on occasion in clearings within the rain forest and at the for­
est edge. I have recorded this species from the following localities: San­
chez Magalianes; Huimanguillo; Ocuapan; Chontalpa; Villahermosa; Teapa; 
Ciudad Pemex; Balancln; and Te&osique. All the specimens taken from Febru­
ary through April had only slightly enlarged gonads, except the male collec­
ted cn 27 April 1959. This bird had greatly enlarged testes.
G .  £ .  c a n i n u c h a 3 2 6  i s  0f y^is species that occurs in Tabasco.
^ ^ Trichas brachidactylus Swainson, Anim. in Menag., 1838: 295 
(northern provinces of the United States),
326Geothlypis poliocephala var. caninucha Ridgway, Amer. Joura.
Sci. Arts, 4, 1872 : 459 (Guatemala and Costa Rica [*Ret-alhul®v, Guatemala]).
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Icterla virens (Linnaeus)
Yellow-breasted Chat
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 2, 2 March 1959 (25.2) DB; ?, 25 March 
1959 (20.7) DB; 2, 21 April 1959 (no wt.) EM; 2, 1 March 1961 (27.9) DB. 
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Bent (1953: 596): Frontera. Weber (1945: 189): La Venta.
The Yellow-breasted Chat is a conmon winter visitant in the damp 
wooded sectors of Tabasco and is most abundant in the rain forest belt.
It is sometimes found in the rain forest proper but is more comnonly en­
countered in the thickets and brush at the forest margin. Although this 
species is shy and retiring, it is one of the first birds to respond to 
"squeaking,” and its presence in any particular locale is not difficult to 
discover. I have recorded this bird within the State from 25 October to 
29 April, and it has been observed in the vicinities of La Venta, Sanchez 
Magalianes, Huimanguillo, Ocuapan, Chontalpa, Villahermosa, Teapa, Ciudad 
Pemex, and Tenosique. The specimen obtained on 2 March 1959 was captured 
in a maimial trap, and the individual collected on 25 March 1959 was taken 
fnom a mist net. The April female had a slightly enlarged ovary, but the 
gonads of the remaining three specimens were not enlarged.
The Tabascan birds are referable to I. v. virens.3-27
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: tf, 19 February 1961 (10.4) DB. 25 mi.
N Balancan: d, 18 April I960 (no wt.) DL.
Cta 18 April I960, D. M. Lay collected an immature male of this species
25 mile8 north of Balancan. On 19 February 1961, I collected a singing male
Granatellus sallaei (Bonaparte) 
Gray-throated Chat
327[Tardus] virens Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 101 1758: 171 (in
America [=South Carolina, 200 or 300 miles from the sea
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from a dense thicket within the rain forest at Teapa. These two specimens 
represent the only records for this species from Thbasco. Both birds had 
slightly enlarged gonads.
The Tabascan birds are somewhat intermediate between the dark race G. s_. 
sallaei^^  and the lighter Yucatan population G. 3. b o u c a r d i . ^ ^ 9  in back 
and throat coloration, the adult male from Teapa is dark and therefore clo­
ser to sallaei. Since this feature is the character used by Ridgway (1902: 
703) to differentiate the two races, I refer Tabascan specimens to that 
race. However, the red of the under parts is nearer that of the Yucatan 
race. A specimen of sallaei from Oaxaca has orange under parts, while the 
under parts of the Tabascan and Yucatan birds are a rose red.
Wilsonia citrina (Boddaert)
Hooded Warbler
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Tsapa: d, 9 March 1959 (10.2) DB; d, 18 
March 19&L (10.3) EA. PUBLISHED RECORD. Miller et al. (1957: 266: Tabasco.
The Hooded Warbler is a conmon winter visitant to the humid wooded 
sections of the State, predominantly in the rain forest belt. On 17 Decem­
ber 1961, I saw an individual in the mangroves east of Sanchez Magalianes,
I have records in Tabasco dating from 25 October to 1 April and from the 
vicinities of Sanchez Magalianes, Huimanguillo, Chontalpa, Teapa, Rio San 
Pedro y San Pablo, and Tenosique. The two males taken in March had slightly 
enlarged testes,
32*
Setophaga sallaei Bonaparte, Compt. Rend. Acad. Sci. Paris, 42, 
1856: 956 (southern Mexico t=C6rdova, Veracruz, Mexico]).
329Granatellu3 sallaei boucardi Ridgway, Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., 8, 
1885: 23 (Yucatan).
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Wilsonia pusilla (Wilson)
Wilson*8 Warbler
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: ?, 6 March 1959 (6.8) DBj cf?, 25 March 
1959 (no'vrt.) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: 9, 3 November 1961 (6.0) DB. PUB­
LISHED RECORDS. Hellmayr (1935: 453): Teapa. Miller et al. (1957: 267TT 
Thbasco.
The Wilson’s Warbler is a very common to abundant winter visitant in 
the rain forest belt of Tabasco. It is sometimes found within the rain 
forest proper but is more commonly encountered at the forest edge, in weed 
beds, and on brushy hillsides. Although the species is very numerous in 
the Chontalpa, Taapa, Tapijulapa, and Tenosique regions, I have not recorded 
it elsewhere. I have records for its occurrence within the State dating 
from 2 November to 13 May, but it probably occurs over a longer period..
None of the specimens from Tabasco had enlarged gonads.
The LSUMZ specimens are referable to the nominate race W. £. pusilla.330
Wilsonia canadensis (Linnaeus)
Canada Warbler
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 2, 28 Aoril 1959 (9.6) DB; 2, 3 May 1959 
(7.4) DB.
This species has been recorded in Tabasco as a migrant from 14 April 
to 15 May. From 28 April to 15 May 1959> the Canada Warbler was the most 
abundant member of its family at Teapa. Between five and ten individuals 
per day were observed within the rain forest. Cta 14 April 1961, L. C. Bin­
ford saw two Canada Warblers, one bird in the rain forest 2 miles south of 
Chontalpa and the other in the same habitat 7 miles south of Chontalpa.
^ ^Muscicapa pusilla Wil3on. Amer. Qrnith., 3, 1811: 103, pi. 26 
(in the Southern States (^southern New Jersey]).
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On 7 May 1961, I 3aw two individuals in the dry tropical evergreen woods 
11 miles north of Balancan. I am not aware of any other records of this 
species from Thbasco. It probably, however, occurs during the fall migra­
tion also. The specimens, taken in April and May, had slightly enlarged 
ovaries.
Setophaga ruticilla (Linnaeus)
American Redstart
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9?, 26 February 1959 (no wt.) DBj d,
17 March 1959 (8.0) DB. Balanc£n: d, 28 April 1961 (7.1) EA. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Bent (1953: 678): Balancan, 16 May. Brodkorb (1943: 7^): Balan- 
cin, l6 May 1939. Hellmayr (1935: 458): Teapa, three. Weber (1945: 189): 
La Venta. Wetmore (1949: 139): Teapa,
The American Redstart is an abundant winter visitant throughout the 
wooded sections of the State but is more numerous in the rain forest belt. 
During the winter months this species and the Magnolia Warbler are among 
the most abundant and obvious birds within the rain forest regions. Wor­
thy of note is the fact that the vast majority of the redstarts observed 
during the winter months consists of females and immature males. This 
species has been reported from the State on dates ranging from 25 October 
to 14 May, and it occurs throughout the wooded areas of Tabasco, as, for 
example, in rain forest, dry tropical evergreen woods, and mangroves. Hie 
March and April males had slightly enlarged testes.
I am in agreement with Paynter (1955: 259) in considering the Amer­
ican Redstart monotypic.
Basileuterus culicivorus (Deppe)
Golden-crowned Warbler
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. SE Tenosique: <?, 3 November 1961 (9.6) DB; 2,
10 November I96I (9.4) DB. PUBLISHED RECCRDS. Ridgway (1902: 754): Teapa. 
Todd (1929: 75): Teapa, five.
This is a common permanent resident of the heavy rain forest and 
brushy hillsides 8 miles southeast of Tenosique and was seen on twelve out 
of the fourteen days that I was present in the vicinity. I have not seen 
the Golden-crowned Warbler at any other locality, but L. C. Binford ob­
served an individual at Teapa on 17 April 1961. Neither of the two spe­
cimens from Tabasco had enlarged gonads.
Thbascan birds are referable to the nominate race B. c. culicivorus.-^l
Basileuterus rufifrons (Swainson)
Rufous-capped Warbler
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: <3, 28 February 1959 (no wt.) DB; <?, 3 
April 1959 (10.0) DB. 2 mi. E Teapa, Tacotalpa road: 8, 22 February 1961
(10.3) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Hellmayr (1935: 511): Teapa. Ridgway (1902: 
748): Teapa. Salvin and Godman (1892b: 326): Teapa. Todd (1929: 91): Teapa.
The Rufous-capped Warbler is a common permanent resident of brushy 
thickets, weed patches, and tall grass at the rain forest edge, but is 
rarely seen within the rain forest itself. In the area of the densest rain 
forest, the Tenosique region, I never recorded this species; but it was com­
mon in the vicinity of Teapa. It has also been observed sparingly at La 
Venta, Ocuapan, and Chontalpa. The male taken on 22 February had slightly 
enlarged testes* the 23 February male had enlarged testes, and the April 
male had greatly enlarged testes.
The yellow-bellied B. r. s a l v i n i 3 3 2  i s the subspecies that occurs in
331 _..
Sylvia culicivora Deppe, Preis-Verz. Saug. VOg#> Mexico, 1330:
2 (Mexico [*Jalapa, Veracruz, Mexico]).
^ ^Basileuterus salvini Cherrie, Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., 14, 1891:
342 (Coban, Vera Paz, Guatemala).
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Tabasco.
Family PLOCEIDAE 
* Passer doraestlcqs (Linnaeus)
House Sparrow
On 15 April 1961 in a park (Parque Juarez) in downtown VUlahermosa,
L. L. Wolf and E. T. Armstrong observed a female of this species. This 
observation appears to be the only record for the House Sparrow in Tabasco.
Family ICTERIDAE
Zarhynchus wagleri (Gray and Mitchell)
Wagler' s Ctropendola
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. W Tsapa: 9, 27 February 1961 (113.6) D3. 1 mi.
E Tsapa: <?, 8 March 1959 (209.2) DB; 9, 27 March 1959 (106.7) DB; 9, 2 
April 1959 (107.9) DB; <?, 12 May 1959 (205.8) DB; cJ, 14 March 1961 (220.1) 
DB. PUBLISHED RECORD. Hellmayr (1937: 2): Teapa.
Wagler*s Gropendola is a very comnon permanent resident in hills cover- 
ered with rain forest in the vicinity of Teapa. Here it was usually ob­
served in flocks of fifteen to twenty-five individuals that were readily 
located by their call notes, which are reminiscent of gurgling or bubbling 
water. Despite its abundance at Teapa, I have not seen Wagler’s Qropendola 
elsewhere in the State. Teapa colonies, comprising fifteen to twenty large 
pendulant nests, were usually located in one of the taller exposed trees 
in the rain forest. In the spring of 1961, nest construction began during 
the latter part of February and was largely completed by 10 March. The 
three males taken in March and May had greatly enlarged testes. The March 
and April females had enlarged ovaries, but the ovary of the February female
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
3a
was not enlarged.
The nominate fora Z. w. waglerl333 occurs from southern Mexico to 
Honduras*
Gymnostinops montezuma (Lesson)
Montezuma Oropendola
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  La Venta: 9, 29 March 1961 (256.6) DB. 1 ad. SE 
Teapa: 9, 28 March 1959 (223.7) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: 9, 3 November 
1961 (237.7) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 78): 15 km. N Rsforma 
[La Reforaa], 24 May 1939; La Palma, 3 June 1939; Santo Tomas, 21 June 
1939; Boca del Cerro, two, 2-3 July 1939*
This oropendola is a comnon permanent resident of the semiopen rain 
forest areas of Tabasco. In a locality where this species occurs, it is 
one of the more conspicuous avifauna! elements, and a colony of these 
birds i3 capable of producing considerable noise. Their call notes have 
been described by Weber (1945: 207) as sounding like a "rusty hinge."
The Montezuma Oropendola has been recorded from La Venta, Chontalpa, Vill- 
ahenaosa, Teapa, Balancan, la Reforma, Tenosique, Boca del Cerro, Santo 
Tomas, and La Palma. L. R. Wolfe (in litt.) secured five nests from a 
small colony near Villahermosa- on .If April 1961. Two nests had two eggs 
each, and three nests had a single egg each. The female taken on 29 
March was in breeding condition, but the other two LSUMZ specimens had 
only slightly enlarged gonads,
Aablycercus holosericeus (Deppe)
Yellow-billed Cacique
^^C[acicus] wagleri Gray and Mitchell, Genera Birds, 2, 1844 : 342, 
pi. 85 (no locality [=Coban, Guatemala]).
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  13 mi. HE Teapa: <?, 14 March 1959 (59.5) DB. 1 mi.
S Teapa: <J, 27 February 1959 (64.3) D3; tf, 11 May 1959 (65.0) DB; 9, 21 
February 1961 (65.0) DB; 2, 13 March 1961 (53.1) EA. Balancan: tf, 25 
April 1961 (no wt.) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique, 2, 8 November 1961 (41.7)
DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 78): Balanc&n, three, 16-17 May 
1939; Tenosique, 14 June 1939.
lhis species, locally known as "Pico de Plata," is a common permanent 
resident of the dense forest undergrowth and brushy hillsides of Tabasco, 
It is found within the rain forest belt and the dry tropical evergreen 
woods of the State and has been recorded from near Teapa, Thpijulapa, 3a- 
lancdn, and Tenosique. Cnly two specimens, the female taken on 21 Febru­
ary and the male collected on 11 May, had enlarged gonads.
The subspecies occurring in Tabasco is A. h, holosericeus.334
Scaphidura oryztvora (Qaelin)
Giant Cowbird
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 78): La Palma, two, 4-5 June 1939.
On only two occasions have I seen the Giant Cowbird in Tabasco. On 
10 April 1959 at Teapa, J. K. McDonald and I observed a female within a 
nesting colony of Montezuma Qropendolas, a species that is often parasit­
ized by the Giant Cowbird. McDonald (in lltt.) had seen cowbirds at the 
same colony two days earlier. On 12 December 1961, L. C. Binford and I 
observed a male in a large tree in the open marshland 30 miles west of 
Cirdenas. accept for the two La Palma specimens (Brodkorb, 1943: 78), I 
know of no other records for this 3pecies from Thbasco.
T&bascan birds are assigned to S. o. impacifus^ ^
^ ^Sturnus holosericeus Deppe, Preis-Verz. &ug. Vog., Mexico, 
1830: 1 (Mexico [=Alvarado, Veracruz, Mexico]).
'^•^ Psomocolax oryzivorus impacifus Peters, Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash­
ington, 42, 1929: 123 (Pasa Nueva, Veracruz, Mexico).
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Tangavius aeneus (Wagler)
Red-eyed Cowbird
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  19 mi. N Villahenaosa: d, 18 April 1959 (66.7) DB.
16 nd. S Villahermosa: tf, 12 May 1959 (74.9) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Killer 
et al. (1957: 278): La Venta. Rovirosa (1887: 365 (entered as Molothrus 
pecoris])t Rio Macuspana.
The Red-eyed Cowbird is a common permanent resident of open savanna, 
marshland, and pastureland throughout Tabasco. I have recorded this spe­
cies from La Venta, Chontalpa, Frontera, Villahermosa, Huastecas, Teapa, 
and Balancan. It was noted most frequently near Balancan, where it is a 
common dooryard bird. On 17 April 1961, 12 miles south of Villahermosa, 
a male was observed courting a female by fluffing himself and fluttering 
in the air above her. The April and May males had enlarged testes.
The form occurring in Tabasco is the nominate race T. a. aeneus.336
[ Molothrus ater (Boddaert) ]
Brown-headed Cowbird 
PUBLISHED RECORD: Rovirosa (1887: 365): Rio Macuspana.
As pointed out by Brodkorb (1943: 8), the record by Rovirosa (1887:
365) for this cowbird is undoubtedly in error. Brodkorb has assumed that 
Rovirosa was referring to the common Red-eyed Cowbird.
Cassidix mexicanus (Gnelin)
Great-tailed Grackle
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  La Venta: 9, 28 March 1961 (116.5) DB; 18 mi. NE 
Teapa: <?, 14 March 1959 (274.0) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943 : 79): 
Montecristo [EJniliano Zapata), four, 3-24 May 1900. Rovirosa (1887: 366): 
Rio Macuspana.
^ ^ psarocollus aeneus Wagler, Isis von Cken, 22, 1829: col. 758 
(Mexico [=Laguna, Veracruz, Mexico]).
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The Great-tailed Crackle is an abundant permanent resident in the 
open marshland and along the river systems of the State. It is also quite 
ccannon within the villages and open cultivated regions. On 14 February 
1961, I counted 537 individuals of this species along Highway 180 between 
La Venta and Villahermosa, It is equally abundant between Villahermosa 
and Frontera. On 14 December 1961, I estimated the number of Great-tailed 
Grackles at Sanchez Magallanes to be approximately 400. In the dense rain 
forest sections 3uch as the area southeast of Tenosique, or in the dry sa­
vannas and tropical evergreen woods such as those found north of Balancan, 
this species was not reported. There are records for this grackle from 
La Venta, Sanchez Magallanes, Cardenas, Chontalpa, Frontera, Miramar, 
Villahermosa, Huastecas, Teapa, Tapijulapa, Rio Macuspana, Ciudad Pemex,
R£o San Pedro y San Pablo, Rio Chico, Bniliano Zapata, Ealancln, and Teno­
sique, The March male had greatly enlarged testes, but the female taken 
in March had only a slightly enlarged ovary,
Tabascan birds are referable to C. m. mexicanus3 37
Dives dives (Deppe)
Melodious Blackbird
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 15 March 1959 (85.3) DB: 9, 16 
March 1959 (91.5) DB. Balancan: cf, 24 April I96I (103.5) DB. PUBLISHES 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 79): Balancln, four, 9-17 Kay 1939.
In Tabasco this blackbird is a common permanent resident of the brushy
borders to the open savanna, cultivated countryside, and clearings at the
rain forest edge. This species is very noisy, and wherever it is common,
3-37[corvus] mexicanus Gnelin, Syst. Nat., 1, pt, 1, 1788: 375 
(Mexico [=Veracruz]).
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it is a very conspicuous avifaunal element. I have records for its occur­
rence from the vicinities of the following localities: La Venta; Chontalpa;
Frontera; Villahermosa; Teapa; Ciudad Pemex; Rio Chico; Bniliano Zapata; 
Balancan; and Tenosique, It was found in greatest abundance in the Balan- 
cin region, especially where cattle were.numerous* I have observed Melo­
dious Blackbirds walking on the backs of these animals and feeding upon 
engorged ticks. The three Thbascan birds taken in March and April had slight­
ly enlarged gonads.
D« d. dives338 is the subspecies that occurs in Tabasco*
Icterus galbula (Linnaeus)
Baltimore Oriole
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: d?, 10 March 1959 (37.1) DB; 2, 10 
March 1959 04.3) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS* Bent (1958: 267): San Juan 
Bautista [Villahermosa]. Check-list of North American Birds (1957: 534):
San Juan Bautista [Villahermosa], Miller et al. (1957: 282): San Juan 
Bautista [Villahermosa], 12-24 February. Rovirosa (1887: 366): Rio Macus­
pana.
The Baltimore Oriole is a conmon winter visitant to the rain forest 
belt but may be encountered elsewhere in small patches of woods. It is 
usually found not within the forest itself but in the semiopen country at 
the forest edge. I have records for the occurrence of this species within 
the State ranging from 25 October to 5 May, and I have observed it near 
La Venta, Sanchez Magallanes, Huimanguillo, Cbontalpa, Villahermosa, Teapa, 
Tapijulapa, Ciudad Pemex, Etailiano Zapata, and Tenosique. The LSUMZ spe­
cimens did not have enlarged gonads.
338jeterus dives , Deppe, Preis-Verz. 8aug. Yog., Mexico, 1830:
1 (Mexico),
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Icterus spurius (Linnaeus)
Orchard Oriole
SPECIMENS, LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: cf, 2 March 1959 (19.1) DB; 2, 20 March 
1959 (17.2) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Miller et al. (1957: 283): Teapa, 29 
March-18 April; Frontera, 9 March; San Juan Bautista [Villahermosa], 20 
February-? March.
Locally the Orchard Oriole is a very common winter visitant to Tabasco. 
It is most abundant in the semiopen sections of the rain forest belt. In 
that habitat this oriole is usually found in flocks of ten to twenty-five 
individuals and often more. At Teapa on 2 March 1959* I counted 105 indi­
viduals. The species has been recorded from the State on dates ranging 
from 30 October tc 2 May, but it undoubtedly arrives much earlier than the 
former date indicates. I have personal records for this bird from the fol­
lowing localities: La Venta; Huimanguillo; Chontalpa; Villahermosa; Teapa;
Ciudad Pemex; ft£o Chico; Bniliano Zapata; and Tenosique. It was found in 
greatest abundance in the Teapa region. The gonads of the Thbascan speci­
mens were not enlarged.
Icterus prosthemelas (Strickland)
Black-cowled Oriole
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: cf, 2 March 1959 (33.4) DB. 6 mi. II 
Tapijulapa: 2, 11 March 1961 (31.6) EA. 2 mi, SW mouth Rio San Pedro y 
San Pablo: 2, 6 March 1961 (29.1) EA: 2, 6 March 1961 (29.3) DB. Pato, 9 
mi. N Balancan: cf, 14 May 1961 (30.2) DB. Balancan: cf, 27 April 1961 (28.
6) EA. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 79): Balancan, five, 13-17 May 
1939; 15 km. N Re forma [La Reforma], 25 May 1939; La Ribera, 1 July 1939.
This oriole is a locally common permanent resident in Tabasco. It 
was found in greatest abundance in the brushland and semiopen savanna north 
of Balancan, but I have recorded this species from the rain forest edge and 
the clearings within the forest as well as the brushy borders of the open 
marshland of the State. I have seen the Black-cowled Oriole at Sanchez
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Magallanes, Campo Magallanes, Chontalpa, Teapa, Tapijulapa, Rfo San Pedro 
y San Pablo, Balancan, and Tenosique. The majority of the birds observed 
were in the immature plumage or at some stage between this plumage and that 
of the adult. The males taken on 2 March and 14 May had enlarged testes.
The three females collected in March had slightly enlarged ovaries.
Tabascan birds are referable to the nominate form IE jo. prosthemelas.339
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  La Venta: <f, 28 March 1961 (46.8) DB. 1 mi. S Teapa: 
d, 6 March 1959 (44.3) DB; d, 3 April 1959 (47.9) DB; d, 28 April 1959
(43.3) DB. 11 mi. N Balancan: 9, 12 May 1961 (39.7) BA. PUBLISHED RECORDS. 
Brodkorb (1943 : 80): 15 km. N Reforma [La Reforma], 26 May 1939; Provincia, 
29 May 1939; Tenosique, 14 June 1939; Santo Tomas, 22 June 1939* Miller et 
al. (1957: 285): Frontera; Teapa; San Juan Bautista [Villahermosa].
At Teapa this species is the most common resident oriole. There it 
is found at the edges of the rain forest, in tall grass, weed beds, and 
thickets. Its monotonous song is a common sound of the Teapa region. The 
Yellow-tailed Oriole is not very numerous elsewhere in the State, but I 
have recorded it from the vicinities of La Venta, Chontalpa, Frontera, 
Villahermosa, Teapa, and Balancan. The University of Kansas has a speci­
men of this species collected by R. W. Dickerman on 7 May 1955* 10 miles 
ea3t and 19 miles north of Macuspana. The male taken on 3 April was the 
only specimen that had enlarged gonads.
I. m. mesomelaa^^ is the subspecies that occurs in Tabasco.
S.S9-.. .. •osthemelas Strickland, Contrib. Qmith., 1850:
Icterus mesomelas (Wagler) 
Yellow-tailed Oriole
755 (MexLcoTT
340ps[arocolius] mesomelas Wagler, Isis von Oken, 7, 1829: col.
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Icterus gularis (Wagler)
Lichtenstein’s Oriole
SPECIMENS, LSUMZ.—  11 mi. S Chontalpa: 2, 31 March 1961 (56.6) DB. 2 mi.
SE Miramar: 7 March 1961 (56.9) DB. 1 mi. E Teapa: 2, 23 March 1959
(53*9) 33. 11 mi. N Balancan: 2, 12 May 1961 (52.2) EA. Balancan: d“, 25
April 1961 (58.5) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 80): Balancan,
14 May 1939. Miller et al. (1957s 288)7 Montecristo [Bidllano Zapata]; San 
Juan Bautista [Villahermosa]; BalancSn.
Within Tabasco this species is a veiy common permanent resident in its 
proper habitat: brushy edges to open marshland and dry savanna, cultivated
areas, thickets, and forest edges. Throughout much of the State, especially 
the coastal sections, it is the most abundant of the resident orioles. There 
are records for the Lichtenstein’s Oriole from the vicinities of Paraiso, 
Huimanguillo, Chontalpa, Frontera, Miramar, Villahermosa, Teapa, Macuspana, 
Ciudad Pemex, Bniliano Zapata, and 3alancan. The testes of the April male 
were greatly enlarged. The ovary of the female taken on 28 March wa3 en­
larged. The gonad3 of the remaining specimens, however, were only slightly
'4
enlarged.
Tabascan birds are referable to I. £. tamaulipensis.341 ihe Balancan 
bird is the darkest specimen and may demonstrate an approach to the Yucatan
race I. £. yucatanensis.342
Icterus cucullatus Swainson 
Hooded Oriole
341icterus gularis tamaulipensis Ridgway, Proc. Washington Acad. 
Sci., 3, 1901: 152 (Alta Mira, Tamaulipas, Mexico).
3^Icterus gularis yucatanensis Berlepsch, Auk, 5» 1888: 454 
(Yucatan, Mexico).
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  18 mi. HE Teapa: cf, 14 March 1959 (26.0) DB, v.84.5.
11 mi. N Balancan: <5, 11 May 1961 (28.2) DB, w.86. Balancan: <?, 26 April 
1961 (27.2) DB, w.37; 9, 28 April 1961 (25.6) DB, w.77.5* PUBLISHED RE­
CORDS* Brodkorb (1943: 80): Balancan, seven, 11-17 May 1939. Miller et al. 
(1957: 290): Frontera; Balancan.
Uie Hooded Oriole is a common permanent resident of the brushy edges 
to the dry open savanna near Balancan and is sparingly encountered in the 
brush and thickets at the margin of the open marshland of northern Tabasco.
It has been reported from near Sanchez Magallanes, Frontera, Villahermosa, 
Huastecas, Jonuta, and Balancan. This species is quite common in the vil­
lage of Balancin; and, on 22 May 1961, a nest containing very smal 1 young 
was discovered in a banana tree in the center of that town. Ihe three males 
had enlarged testes, but the April female had only a slightly enlarged ovary.
Tabascan specimens (especially the females) are quite typical in color­
ation of the dark race I. c. igneus.343 They have, however, shorter wings 
than typical igneus. and the males are slightly paler than the Yucatan birds. 
They probably, therefore, show an approach toward I. £. cucullatus.344
Agelaius phoeniceus (Linnaeus)
Red-winged Blackbird
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  3 mi. S Villahermosa: cf, 18 April 1959 (52.9) DB. 18 
mi. NE Teapa: 9, 4 April 1959 (32.1) DB. Pato, 9 mi. N Balancin: cf, 15 
May 1961 (53*4) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Blake (1953: 520): R£o Usumacinta. 
Brodkorb (1940a: 548): La Palma, five; Boca del Cerro, two. Brodkorb (1943: 
80): La Palma, five 31 May-2 June 1939; Boca del Cerro, two, 2 July 1939. 
Hellmayr (1937: 170): Montecristo [Bniliano Zapata]. Ridgway (1902: 336): 
Montecristo [Bniliano Zapata], ten. Rovirosa (1887: 365): Slo Macuspana.
^ ^ Icterus cucullatus igneus Ridgway, Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., 8, 
1885: 19 (Yucatan, Mexico).
344icterus cucullatus Swainson, Philos. Mag., 1, 1827: 436 (Temas- 
caltepec, Mexico,Mexico).
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The Red-winged Blackbird is a very common permanent resident of the 
open marshland of the State, especially along the Rio Usumacinta and Rio 
Grijalva systems. On 20 April 1961, along the latter river north of Vill- 
ahermosa, I counted 300 individuals of this species, Cn 4 December of the 
same year in a swamp 5 miles southwest of Cunduacan, I observed 150 indi­
viduals. The .Red-winged Blackbird has been recorded from the vicinities 
of Cunduacln, Clrdena3, Chontalpa, Frontera, Villahermosa, Huastecas, Macus­
pana, Ciudad Pemex, Slo Chico, Bniliano Zapata, Ealancln, La Palma, and Boca 
del Cerro. The male taken in May had greatly enlarged testes, but the two 
April specimens had only slightly enlarged gonads.
Thbascan birds are referable to A. £. richaondi
Sturnella magna (Linnaeus)
Eastern Meadowlark
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. S Huimanguillo: 2, 21 March 1961 (70.5) DB; d,
6 December 1961 (89.3) LB; 2, 6 December 1961 (65.8) DB. 18 mi. NE Teapa:
2, 3 April 1959 (72.2) DB; d, 1 May 1959 (90.4) DB. Pato, 9 mi* N Balan­
can: d, 14 May 1961 (95.6) EA; 2, 14 May 1961 (70.3) DB. PUBLISHED RECORD.
Rovirosa (1887: 366): Santa Lucia; Chiquihuite; El Zopilote.
The Eastern Meadowlark is a common permanent resident of open grassy 
savanna within Thbasco. Although I have seen it at only a few localities,
Huimanguillo, Ocuapan, Chontalpa, Huastecas, and Balancan, it is a numerous
and obvious species wherever it does occur. The Tabascan specimens ranging 
from March through May had enlarged gonads, but the gonads of the December 
birds were only slightly enlarged.
3^5Agelaius phoeniceus richmnndi Nelson, Auk, 14, 1897: 58 (Hacotal- 
pam, Veracruz, Mexico}.
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According to Miller et al. (1957: 295)* S. m. nexicana346 is the race 
of the Eastern Meadowlark that occurs in Tabasco. My specimens, however, 
do not completely agree with the measurements cited by Ridgway (1902: 362) 
for that race. In general they are somewhat smaller; and, although I refer 
them to mexlcana, I am not thoroughly convinced that this allocation is 
correct.
Family THRAUP3DAE 
* Tanagra elegantiaslaai^? (Bonaparte)
HLue-hooded Euphonia
D. M. Lay reported seeing at close range on 19 April I960 an adult 
male of this species in the woods 20 miles north of Balancan. Ihe Blue- 
hooded Euphonia is a species that frequents highlands, but birds of higher 
altitudes often wander into the lowlands. I know of no other observation 
of this species in Tabasco.
Ttoagra affinis Lesson 
Lesson’s Euphonia
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: <J, 9 March 1959 (11.6) DB. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 81): 15 km. N Refonaa [La Reforma], 25 May 1939. 
Hellmayr (1936: 36): Teapa,
In general distribution throughout the State, Lesson’s Euphonia is an
uncommon permanent resident; but in the tall, dense rain forest near ngr camp
^ ^ Sturnella mexi carta Sc later, Ibis, 3, 1861: 179 (Jalapa, Veracruz,
Mexico).
347Frequently combined into the large T. musica complex.
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8 miles southeast of Tenosique, this species was seen on eight dates during 
a fourteen-day stay. I have recorded it at only two other localities. It 
was observed occasionally in the rain forest at Tbapa; and, on 20 April 1961, 
I saw a pair at the top of a tall, bare tree in the marshland near the junc­
tion of the Rfos Grijalva and Usumacinta. The male obtained in March had 
enlarged testes.
Thbascan birds are referable to T. a. affinis.343
Tanagra lauta Bangs and Penard
Tellow-throated Euphonia
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: cf, 1 March 1959 (17.5) DB; cf, 8 March 
1959 (14.1) DB; cf, 10 March 1959 (13.6) DL; 2, 14 April 1959 (15.6) DB; <f,
20 February 1961 (14.9) DB. Balancan: cf, 28 April 1961 (12.4) DB. 8 mi.
SE Tenosique: cf, 14 November 1961 (15.2) LB; cf, 14 November 1961 (15.4) DB. 
FJ3USHED RECCfiDS. Brodkorb (1943 : 32): Balancan, two, 16 May 1939; 15 km.
N Reforms [La Reforma], four, 24-2$ May 1939; La Palma, two, 1-6 June 1939; 
Santo Tamls, two, 21 June 1939; Boca del Cerro, 4 July 1939* Hellmayr (1936: 
52): Teapa, three.
The Tellow-throated Euphonia, the most numerous member of its genus in 
Tabasco, is a very coranon permanent resident of the rain forest belt and 
outlying areas. Here groups are usually observed in the forest canopy or 
in the tops of trees scattered through the nearby cultivated land. This 
species has been reported from La Venta, Cirdenas, Huimanguillo, Ocuapan, 
Chontalpa, Teapa, Balancin, La Reforma, Tenosique, la Palma, Boca del Cerro, 
and Santo Tomas. Specimens obtained in mid-March and in April had enlarged 
gonads.
T, 1. l a u t a 349 ig the subspecies occurring from Mexico to Nicaragua.
343Tanagra (Euphonia) affinis Lesson, Rev. Zool., 5, 1842: 175 
(Realejo, Nicaragua).
349fenagra lauta lauta Bangs and Penard, Bull. Nus. Comp. Zool.,
63, 1919: 35 (GuateSSaJ.
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Thnagra gooldl (Sclater)
Gould's Euphonia
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 18 March 1959 (15.1) DB; <f, 1 March 
1961 (14*8) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: <J, 7 November 1961 (14.9) LB. PUB­
LISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 32): 15 km. N Reforma [La Reforma], two,
26-^7 May 1939. Miller et al. (1957: 299): Teapa; 15 km. N Reforaa [La 
Reforma].
Gould's Euphonia is a permanent resident of dense rain forest. It is 
a very common inhabitant of the Tenosique region, but is encountered only 
sparingly near Chontalpa and Teapa. At Tenosique this species is one of 
the first birds of the area to respond to the -squeaking" of an observer. 
Within the rain forest, it may be found from the tops of the tallest trees 
to the understory. The female taken in mid-March had an enlarged ovary.
The November and March males did not have enlarged testes.
The race of this species that occurs in Tabasco is T. £. gouldi.350
Tangara larvata (Du Bus)
Golden-masked Tanager
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Tbapa: 9, 4 March 1959 (20.0) DB; d, 24 Febru­
ary 1961 (20.1) DB; d, 1 March 1961 (20.0) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: 9, 7 
November 1961 (20.2) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 82): Tenosique, 
15 June 1939. Miller et al. (1957: 299): Teapa; Tenosique. Ridgway (1902: 
49): Teapa.
In the rain forest belt of Tabasco, this species is a common to uncom­
mon permanent resident. It is mo3t often encountered in groups in the
mid to upper levels of the forest, usually near the forest edge. The Golden- 
masked Tanager is also frequently seen in the rubber groves, coffee fincas, 
and cacao plantations that border the forest, I have records from the
q 50
^ Euphonia gouldi Sclater, Proc. Zool. See. London, 25, 1857: 66, 
pi. 124 (Guatemala
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vicinities of Huimanguillo, Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosique. The female 
taken on 4 March had an enlarged ovary, but the remaining specimens, col­
lected in February. March, and November, had only ^lightly enlarged gonads. 
Tabascan birds are referable to T. 1. larvata.-^^
Thraupis virens (Linnaeus)
Blue-gray Tanager
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  16 mi. S Villahermosa: 9, 12 March 1959 (31*9) DB.
1 mi. E Teapa: <?, 4 April 1959 (33*0) D3; 2, 24 February 1961 (32.5) DB; 
cf, 1 March 1961 (35.2) DB. PUBLISHED RECOBDS. Brodkorb (1943: 82): Balan- 
c£n, two, 10-13 May 1939? La Palma, 4 June 1939; Tenosique, 13 June 1939* 
Ffellmayr (1936 : 216): Teapa. Miller et al. (1957 : 300): Balancin; La Venta; 
Teapa.
The Blue-gray Tanager is a common permanent resident of the rain for­
est belt and the dry tropical evergreen woods of Tabasco. It is not found 
in toe dense sections, but is a bird of the forest edge and the semiopen 
country nearby. Characteristically this species is seen in small groups 
of five to ten birds sitting in the tops of lone trees in forest clearings. 
The Blue-gray Tanager is a conmon dooryard bird in the village of Balancan. 
The April male had enlarged testes. The March birds had slightly enlarged 
gonads, but the ovary of the February fesiale was not enlarged.
T. v. d i a c o n u s 3 5>~ occurs from southern Mexico to Panama.
Thraupis abbas (Deppe)
Abbot Tanager
351caiij3te larvata Du Bus, Esq. Qmith., 2, 1846: pi. 9 (Tabasco, 
Mexico).
^ T^ianagra (Aglaia) diaconus Lesson, Rev. Zool., 5f 1842: 175 
(Bealejo, Nicaragua).
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  La Venta: <$, 29 March 1961 (42.5) DB. IS mi. NE 
Teapa: vj 14 March 1955 (40.8) DBj 9, 14 March 1959 (43.2) DB. 7 ni. W 
Teapa: tf, 27 February 1961 (39.4) DB. 1 mi. E Teapa: 2, 15 April 1959 
(47.9) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 32): Balancan, 15 May 1939; 
Provincia, 29 May 1939. Miller et al. (1957: 300): Balancln; Provincia; 
Frontera; La Venta.
The Abbot Thnager, like the B3.ue-gray Tanager, is a common permanent 
resident of the semiopen country near the rain forest and dry tropical ever­
green wood8. It is usually encountered in small groups of five to ten indi­
viduals sitting in the top of an exposed tree or in flight across a clearing. 
I have records for the occurrence of this species near La Venta, Chontalpa, 
Huastecas, Teapa, Balancan, Provincia, and Tenosique. None of the speci­
mens taken in February and March were in breeding condition. The female 
collected in April, however, had an enlarged ovary.
Ranphocelus passerinli Bonaparte
Scarlet-rumped Tanager
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: <?, 25 March 1959 (33.2) DB; cf, 15 
April 1959 (32.7) DB; cf, 9 March 1961 (35.2) DB. 1 mi. SE Tbapa: 2, 28 
March 1959 (30.6) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 32): Tenosique, 
twelve, 13-29 June 1939* Hellmayr (1936: 264): Teapa, four. Miller et 
al. (1957: 301): Teapa; Tenosique. Ridgway (1902: 110): Teapa.
Locally the Scarlet-rumped Tanager is a common permanent resident of 
low, dense brush such as that found along roadways and railroad rights- 
of-way. In this latter situation this species is quite common east of Teapa. 
The Scarlet-rumped Tanager has been recorded from La Venta, Chontalpa, Teapa. 
Tapijulapa, and Tenosique, but I found it more commonly at Teapa than else­
where. The specimens collected in March and April had enlarged gonads.
Tabascan birds are referable to R. £. passerinli.353
^ ^ Ramphocelus passerinii Bonaparte, Isis von Qken, 1833 : 755 (iw 
insula Cuba (Mexico]).
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Phlogothraupia sanguinolenta (Lesson)
Crimson-collared Tanager
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: cf, 6 March 195V (42.0) DB; cf, 26 March 
1959 (33.8) DB; 9, skeleton, 16 March I960 (41.4) DL; 9, 23 March I960 (41. 
5) JG; cf, 23 February 1961 (43.8) D3. S mi. SE Tenosique: <f, 8 November 
1961 (44.3) MB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 83): Provincia, 30 May 
1939; La Palma, 6 June 1939; Tenosique, 14 June 1939* Hellmayr (1936: 269): 
Teapa. Miller et al. (1957 : 301): Teapa; La Palma; La Venta. Ridgway 
(1902: 121): Teapa.
Hie Crimson-collared Tanager is a common permanent resident of the 
dense thickets a 1 the rain forest edge. It is easily overlooked because 
of the nature of its habitat, but it will respond readily to "squeaking."
At Teapa this species frequents the dense brush and willows that overgrow 
the cornfields that have been cleared the previous year. As the natives 
clear another section of the rain forest and nearby brushland for cultiva­
tion, a former cornfield becomes overgrown with brush and willows to pro­
vide another patch of habitat for this species. I have personal records 
for the Crimson-collared Tanager only from the three humid rain forest dis­
tricts, Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosique. Breeding evidently begins in 
March. The three birds collected in early and mid-March had only slightly 
enlarged gonads, but the testes of the male obtained on 26 March were en­
larged* The November and February birds did not have enlarged gonads.
P. £. aanguinolenta354 is the subspecies that occurs in Tabasco.
Piranga rubra (Linnaeus)
Summer Onager
^^Tanagra (Tachyphonus) sanguinolentus Lesson, Cent. Zool., 1S31: 
107, pi. 39 (Mexico).
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: cf, 6 March 1959 (27.6) DBj <f, 15 April 
1 ^ 9  (no’wt.) DBj 9, 20 February 1961 (28.5) DB. PUBLISHED RBCQ8DS. Hell- 
raayr (1936: 272): Teapa. Miller et al. (1957t 302): Teapa; Tenosique.
The Sumer Tanager is a common winter visitant to the wooded sectors 
and outlying districts of Tabasco. It is more commonly encountered in the 
rain forest regions— Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosique— but it has also been 
seen at La Venta, Sanchez Magallanes, Ocuipan, Macuspana, Ciudad Pemex, 
Bniliano Zapata, and BalancAn. This species is not a bird of the dense
forest, but is most frequently encountered near the forest edge. It is
also oftpn observed in rubber groves, coffee fincas, and cacao plantations 
that are located near the edge of the rain forest. I have records for the 
occurrence of this tanager within the State on dates ranging from 2 Novem­
ber to 29 April. The Thbascan specimens, taken in February, March and April,
had slightly enlarged gonads.
"Die race of this species that winters in Thbasco is P. r. r u b r a .355
* Piranga olivacea (Gnelin)
Scarlet Tanager
J. K. McDonald (in litt.) reported seeing on 11 March 1959 a well- 
marked individual (wings dark blackish) of this species along the Rio Puya- 
catengo at Teapa. I know of no other observation of the Scarlet Tanager in 
Tabasco.
Piranga leucoptera Trudeau 
White-winged Thnager
355prjngilla rubra Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 181 (in 
America [-South Carolina!)).
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 ai. SE Tenosique: <?, 4 November 1961 (14.6) LB; tf,
4 November 1961 (15.5) DB; 5, 13 November 1961 (15.8) L3.
On 4» 6, 10, and 13 November 1961, this species was seen by L. C. 3in- 
fcrd and myself in the tall trees at the edge of the rain forest 8 miles 
southeast of Tenosique. Ihese birds were recorded on 4 November, but only 
a single bird, on each of the other days. I know of no other observation of 
the White-winged Tanager within Ihbasco. It is uncertain whether or not 
this species breeds within the State; it may be merely a wintering bird 
from higher altitudes. The testes of the collected males were not enlarged. 
The female, however, had a slightly enlarged ovary.
Tabascan specimens are referable to the nominate form P. 1. leucopte- 
ra.354
* Piranga ludoviciana (Wilson)
Western Thnager
Ch 13 March 1961, I observed a Western Tanager in a rubber grove at 
the rain forest edge nsar Teapa. The individual was in full adult male 
plumage except that the red of the head was 3oaaewhat dull. The bird was 
very shy and would not allow a close approach. The following day a Western 
Tanager, presumably the same bird, was observed in the top of a tall tree 
at the.forest edge. These observations are the only records for the occur­
rence of this species within Tabasco.
356pyranga leucoptera Trudeau, Journ. Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia, 
8- 1839: 160 (MexicoTI
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Habia rubica (Vieiilot)
Red-crowned Ant-tanager
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: <f, 22 March 1961 05.6) DB. 11 
mi. N Balancan: d1, 3 May 1961 (31.9) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: 2, 6 Novem­
ber 1961 (31.1) KB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 83): Reforma [La 
He^rma], two, 22 May 1939. Dickey and van Rossem (1927: 5): Teapa, four. 
Miller et al. (1957: 308): Teapa; Reforma [La Reforma].
Compared to the abundance of its close relative the Red-throated Ant- 
tanager, this species is of rare occurrence in the State. The Red-crowned 
Ant-tanager is, however, easily misidentified as its more abundant sibling 
and is hence probably more common than the few records indicate. It has 
been reported from the vicinities of Chontalpa, Teapa, Balancln, and Teno­
sique, but much more frequently at the latter two localities. This species 
is more commonly found in the higher levels of the rain forest than is its 
sibling. Willis (I960: 169) made an extensive study of the biology of these 
two species; and, concerning their feeding and foraging habits, he states: 
"The major foraging differences between the two species were that (though 
both were birds of the forest undergrowth) Red-crowns generally foraged 
higher than Red-throats and that only Red-throats regularly followed army 
ants (Eciton burchelli and Labidus praedator). picking up many of the in­
sects flushed by the ant swarms." Both the March and the May males were 
in breeding condition. The female taken in November, however, did not have 
an enlarged ovary.
Tabasco lies within the range of H. r. rubicoides.357
357Saltator rubicoide3 Lafresnaye, Rev. Zool., 7, 1844: 41 (Mexico).
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Habia gutturalis (Sclater)
Red-throated Ant-tanager
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: cf, 22 March 1961 (44.6) DB. 7 mi.
W Teapa: 2, 29 April 1959 (40.7) DB. 1 mi. E Teapa: <f, 3 March 1959 (42.2) 
DB; cf, 19 March 1959 (44.7) DB;2, 16 April 1959 (35.4) DB; <J, 16 April 1959 
(40.1) DB; cf, 20 February 1961 (43.6) DB. 6 mi. N Tapijulapa: <?, 11 March 
1961 (43.4) EA. 11 mi. N Balancin: cf, 3 May 1961 (33.5) DB. Balancan: ?,
28 April 1961 (32.4) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: <f, 8 November 1961 (41.0) LB. 
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 83): Balancan, four, 15-17 May 1939, Be- 
forma [La Reforma], three, 22-23 May 1939; 15 Bm. N Reforma [La Reforma], 
four, 24-27 May 1939; Provincia, 29 May 1939; La Palma, three, 1-3 June 1939; 
Santo Tan£s, two, 22-24 June 1939; Boca del Cerro, four, 30 June-4 July 1939. 
Dickey and van Roseem (1927: 6): Frontera, six. Hellmayr (1936: 311): Fron­
tera; Teapa. Killer et al. (1957: 308): Teapa; Frontera; Balancan; La Palma; 
Provincia; Santo Twnis; Boca del Cerro. Nelson (1901b: 48): Frontera, 4 
March 1900. Ridgway (1902: 150): Frontera.
The Red-throated Ant-tanager is an abundant resident of the understory 
of the rain forest and dry tropical evergreen woods of Tabasco. This spe­
cies may be found wherever humid fre3h-water swamp forest exists along the 
river systems, but it is much more numerous in the rain forest belt. I 
have recorded this tanager from La Venta, Huimanguillo, Chontalpa, Teapa, 
Tapijulapa, Rfo San Pedro y San Pablo, Balancan, and Ttenosique. Breeding 
evidently begins in March and April, as the birds collected during those 
months had enlarged gonads. The female taken on 29 April was carrying an 
egg almost ready to be laid.
I cannot satisfactorily distinguish the differences between H. £. sal- 
vini^^S ancj g. littoralis^? in Tabascan birds. The subspecies salvini 
is an inland race, whereas littoralis is a coastal form. The adult male 
littoralis is purplish or rosy red and salvini is dark orange. Miller et
^^^Phoenicothraupis salvini Berlepsch, Ibis, 1, 1883 : 487, pi* 13 
(Vera Paz, Guatemala).
359phoenicothraupls littoralis Nelson, Auk, 18, 1901: 48 (Frontera, 
Tabasco, Mexico).
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al. (1957: 308) cite the range of salvini in Tabasco as the extreme southern 
portion only (Teapa), and the range of littoralis as the remaining districts. 
After comparing specimens of salvini from San Luis Potosf and specimens of 
littoralis from British Honduras with my six adult male specimens, I have 
crane to the following conclusions. The Tenosique, Thpijulapa, and Chontal­
pa birds are nearer littoralis. I have three males from Teapa, and these 
show much variation. Che individual is very near salvini, another is inter­
mediate, and the last bird is closer to littoralis. I cannot satisfactorily 
allocate the females and immature males to subspecies. The two Teapa birds, 
however, are darker with brighter throats (a character of salvini) than the 
Balancan birds.
Lanio aurantius Lafresnaye
Black-throated Shrike-tanager
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 ai. S Chontalpa: 5, 7 December 1961 (33.6) DB. 8 
ad. SE Tenosique: 9, 2 November 1961 (33.9) DB; 9, 4 November 1961 (35.2)
MB; 6, 6 November 1961 (no wt.) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943:
83): 15 km. N Reforma [La Reforma], two, 24-25 May 1939. Hiller et al.
(1957: 309): Teapa; 15 km. N Reforma [La Reforma], Ridgway (1902: 123): 
Teapa.
In the tall, dense rain forest southeast of Tenosique, this species was 
a common inhabitant of the canopy. The majority of the individuals observed 
during my visit to this locality in November 1961 were females and immature 
males. I saw this species at only one other locality. Cn 7 December 1961,
I saw two shrike-tanagers in the tall, dense rain forest 7 miles south of 
Chontalpa. Previous workers have reported this bird from Teapa and La Re­
forma. None of the November and December specimens had enlarged gonads.
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Eucometi3 penicillata (Spix)
Gray-headed Tanager
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: <f, 20 March 1959 (29.9) DB. 11 mi. N 
Balancln: d, 4 May 1961 (25.2) DB. Balancan: 2, 29 April 1961 (23.1) EA. 
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 83): Balancan, 14 May 1939; Reforma [La 
Reforma), 22 May 1939; 15 km. K Reforma [La Reforma], two, 26-27 May 1939; 
La Palma, 5 June 1939; San Isidro, 9 June 1939; Boca del Cerro, 4 July 1939. 
Miller et al. (1957: 310): Balancln; Reforma [La Reforma]; La Palma; San 
Isidro; Boca del Cerro.
The Gray-headed Tanager is a common permanent resident of the under­
story of the dry tropical evergreen woods north of Balancln. At places, 
however, this species extends its range into the rain forest belt. On 20 
March 1959 at Teapa, I collected a specimen from a dense thicket within 
the rain forest. This was the only location, other than Balancaiv where I 
saw a Gray-headed Tanager. The March and April specimens had only slightly 
enlarged gonads. The male taken in May had greatly enlarged testes. On 10 
Kay 1961, 11 miles north of BalancAn, an adult of this species was observed 
feeding a young bird.
E. £. pallida360 ranges from southern Mexico to Honduras.
Family FRINGILLIDAE
Saltator atriceps (Lesson)
Black-headed Saltatcr
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: <?, 3 March 1959 (no wt.) DB; 2, 30 
April 1959 (91.4) DB; d, 16 February 1961 (80.3) EA. Balancan: d, 29 
April 1961 (74.4) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: 2, 8 November 1961 (85.7) LB. 
PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1940a: 549): Balancln, two; Boca del Cerro;
La Palma; Santo Tomas. Brodkorb (1943 : 84): Balancln, two, 15-16 May 1939; 
La Palma, 2 June 1939; Santo Tomls, 21 June 1939; Boca del Cerro, 2 July 
1939. Wetmore (1942: 107): Frontera.
360Eucometis spodocephala pallida Berlepsch, Auk, 5, 1888: 451 
(Tucatan, Mexico).
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This species is a very common permanent resident of the rain forest 
and dry tropical evergreen woods of Tabasco. In contrast to the thicket- 
inhabiting S. coerulescens. the Black-headed Saltator frequents the tall, 
dense woods and their edges. It is usually encountered in noisy groups of 
five to ten birds, and hence it is very difficult to overlook. I have ob­
served Black-headed Saltators in the vicinities of Chontalpa, Villahermosa, . 
Teapa, Balancan, and Tenosique. I found them in greatest abundance, however, 
in the humid rain forest districts of Teapa and Tenosique. Although the 
species has been taken at Frontera, I have never personally seen it that 
near the coast. The March and April birds were in breeding condition, but 
the gonads of the November and February specimens were not enlarged,
Tabascan specimens are referable to the nominate form _3. a. atriceps. ^ l  
The Balanc&n bird is almost devoid of any olivaceous tinge on the flanks and 
in this respect shows an approach toward the Yucatan race S. a. rapt or.
Saltator aaximus (jfuller)
Buff-throated Saltator
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: cf, 25 March 1959 (50.9) DB; cf, 3 April 
1959 (47.6) DB; cf, 14 April 1959 (49.3) DB; cf, 15 April 1959 (48.5) DB; 9,
24 February 1961 (52.1) DB; cf, 14 March 1961 (48.2) DB. PUBLISHED RECOBDS. 
Brodkorb (1943 : 84): La Palma, 3 June 1939; Ttenosique, two, 14 June 1939. 
Hellmayr (1938: 9): Teapa, six. Miller et al. (1957 : 325): Teapa; La Palma.
Within Tabasco the Buff-throated Saltator is a ccannon permanent resi­
dent of the rain forest belt and its outlying areas. It was observed
Tanagra (Saltator) atriceps Lesson, Cent. Zool., 1832: 208, pi.
69 (Mexico t-Veracruz, Mexico]}!
3 62Pyrrhnla raptor Cabot, Journ. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., 5, 1845:
90, pi. 12 (Yucatan, Mexico).
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occasionally in the dry tropical evergreen woods north of Balancan. At 
Teapa this species was seen side by side with S. atriceps in the tall rain 
forest and with S. coerulescens in the dense brushland. Although S. maxi- 
ntus has been reported from La Venta, Ocuapan, Chcntalpa, Villahemosa, Teapa, 
Balancan, and Tenosique, it was much more frequently encountered at Teapa 
than elsewhere in the State. The April specimens had greatly enlarged go­
nads and were certainly in breeding condition. The gonads of the February 
and March birds, however, were only slightly enlarged.
I find it difficult to discern with any degree of certainty the alle­
ged distinctions between S. m. g i g a n t o d e s 3 63 and S. m. m a g n o i d e s .3 6 4  
Birds from. Oaxaca belong to the former race, whereas those from British 
Honduras are referred to the latter form. The pilea of Tabascan birds are 
on the average lighter than those of Oaxacan birds and darker than those of 
British Honduran birds. Birds from the latter region have more olive in 
the piieum than Tabascan or Oaxacan birds. There seems to be, however, con­
siderable individual variation in this character, and an individual from 
British Honduras has a piieum almost as dark as any from Oaxaca. British 
Honduran birds also have lighter under tail coverts and flanks than Oaxacan 
or Tabascan specimens. Heretofore, birds from Tabasco have been allocated 
to gigantodes. and I follow that procedure, though tL*ere is an obvious ap­
proach in these specimens to magnoides.
Sal tat or gigantodes Cabanis, Mus. Hein., 1, 1851: 142 (Mexico).
^^Saltator magnoides Lafresnaye. Rev. Zool., 7, 1 8 4 4  : 4 1  (Mexico 
[=GuatemalaJ).
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Saltator coerulescens Vieillot 
Grayish Saltator
SPECIMENS. LSUMZc—  1 mi. E Teapi; <f, 19 March 1959 (58.0) DB. 6 mi. N 
Tapijulapa: 9, 11 March 1961 (54.7) DB. Balancan: 9, 24 April 1961 (58.8)
DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: d, 14 November 1961 (58.3) LB. PUBLISHED RECORDS, 
Brodkorb (1943: 84): Teapa, 27 March 1900; Balancan, four, 12-16 May 1939;
La Palma, 5 Jane 1939. Miller et al. (1957: 326): Tfeapa; Frontera; Balan- 
cln; La Palma. Ridgway (1901: 666): Teapa; Frontera.
The Grayish Saltator is a common permanent resident of brushland and 
thickets throughout the State. It was found to be especially numerous in 
the dry brushland in the vicinity of Balanc£n, and in that habitat it was 
one of the more obvious birds of the area. Near Teapa this species frequents 
the same low brush and thickets, found along the railroad right-of-way, as 
the Scarlet-rumped Tanager. Within Tabasco Saltator coerulescens has been 
recorded from the vicinities of La Venta, Chontalpa, Frontera, Teapa, Thpi- 
julapa, Bniliano Zapata, Balancan, La Palma, and Tenosique. The ovary of 
the April female was enlarged, and that of the March female was slightly- 
enlarged, but the gonads of the remaining specimens were not enlarged.
Brodkorb (1943: 84) assigns specimens from the eastern section of the 
State (Balancan; La Palma) to S. c. yucatanensi^365 the pale Yucatan fora. 
LSUMZ specimens from that area (Balancan; Tenosique), however, appear to 
be typical of S. c. grand!s,366 the race that inhabits the remaining sec­
tions of Tabasco.
Saltator grand!s yucatanensi3 Berlepsch, Verh. V. Intern. Qrnith. 
Songr. Berlin, 1912: 1114 (Merida, Yucatan, Mexico).
^ ^ Tanagra grandis Deppe, Preis-Verz. Saug. Tog., Mexico, 1830: 2 
(Jalapa, Veracruz, Mexico").
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Caryothrau3tes poliogaster (Du Bus)
Black-faced Grosbeak
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: <f, 19 March 1959 (44.6) D3; d, 27 March 
1959 (46.1) DB. 6 ni. N T&pijulapa: 5, 11 March 1961 (42.3) EA; 5, 11 March 
1961 (46.2) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 85): Reforma [La Reforma], 
22 May 1939; 15 k». N Rsforma [La Reforma], nine, 24-23 May 1939; San Isidro, 
10 June 1939.
The Black-faced Grosbeak is a common permanent resident of the tall 
rain forest, nearby cacao groves^  and coffee fincas. This species is usually 
encountered in small wandering flocks that frequent the forest canopy and 
are more often heard than ceen. This bird has been recorded from the vici­
nities of La Venta, Chontalpa, Teapa, Tapijulapa, Macuspana, Tenosique, San 
Isidro, and La Palma. The male taken on 19 March had enlarged testes, but 
the remaining March birds did not have enlarged gonads.
£. £. poliogaster^? is the subspecies in Tabasco.
Bichmondena cardinalis (Linnaeus)
Cardinal
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  11 mi. N BalancSn: $, 4 May 1961 (35.8) DB, w.79, t.82. 
Balancan: <J, 25 April 1961 (41.1) DB, vr.83, t.92. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brod­
korb (1943: 85): Balancan, three, 15-16 May 1939. Check-list of North Amer­
ican Birds (1957: 546): Balancan. Miller et al. (1957: 329): Balancan.
Ctaly at Balancan and in the dry brushland nearby can the Cardinal be 
considered a common Tabascan resident. Indeed, I have not even seen this 
species at any other locality in the State;thoygion 26 April I960, D. M. Lay 
observed two individuals of this species along the Rio San Pedro. The April
^ ^ Pitylus poliogaster Du Bus, Bull. Acad. Roy. Sci. Lettr. Beaux- 
Arts, Belgium, 14, pt. 2, 1847: 105 (Guatemala).
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and May birds had enlarged gonads.
Brodkorb (1943: 85) referred his specimens from Balancan to R. c. 
littoralla. ^ 68 jty two specimens from the sane locality do not fit the 
measurements given by Ridgway (1901: 643) for that form, but rather those 
given for the smaller Yucatan race R. c. yucatanica. 369 jt is very pos­
sible that eastern Tabasco is in a zone of intergradation between the two 
forms,
Pheucticus ludovicianus (Linnaeus)
Rose-breasted Grosbeak
J?3CIKaH5. L3UMZ.—  7 -ti. « Teapa: 2, 10 April 1959 (41.9) D3. 1 mi. E
Teapa: rf, 10 March 1959 (40.0) DB; <f, 28 April 1959 (no wt.) DB; 9, 28 
April 1959 (56.3) D3. 1/2 mi. 3 3alanc£n: 5?, alcoholic, 17 April i960
(no wt.) DL.
In general distribution throughout the State, the Rose-breasted Gros­
beak is an uncocanon winter visitant. It may occasionally, however, became 
rather common locally, and when it is seen, it is usually observed in flocks 
at the edge of the rain forest. There are records for its occurrence with­
in the State on dates ranging from 6 November to 28 April, but it has been 
observed only in the vicinities of Teapa, Balanc&c, and Tenosique, None 
of the Tabascan specimens had enlarged gonads.
Guiraca caerulea (Linnaeus)
Blue Grosbeak
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 9, 17 March 1959 (27.3) DB; d, 28 
March 1959 (27.1) DB; d, 15 April 1959 (24.2) KM. PUBLISHED RECORD.
Miller et al. (1957: 334): Teapa, 5 April.
cardinalla lit toralls Nelson, Aide, 14, 1897 : 64 
(Coatzaeoalcos, Teracrui, Mexico).
3^%ardinalis eardinalis yuoatanicua Ridgway, Man. N. Amer. Birds, 
1887* 443 (MArida, tfucatln, Mexico)"!
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In the brush and thickets bordering the rain forest at Teapa, the
31ue Grosbeak is a comnon spring migrant. In April 1959 I saw it at that
locality in flocks numbering as many as twenty to twenty-five individuals.
There are records for this species from Tbbasco dating frcm 24 February to
11 Hay. Although I did not record it during my visit to the State during
the months of October through December, the Blue Grosbeak probably winters
sparingly in Tabasco. Aside from Teapa, I have recorded this species from
near Thpijulapa, Bniliano Zapata, and Balancin. None of the Tabascan birds
had enlarged gonads.
Miller et al. (1957: 334) assign a Teapa specimen collected on 5 April 
3l70to G. c. interfusa. ' I refer my specimens from the same locality, how­
ever, to the smaller form G. c. caerulea«371
Cyanocompsa parellina (Bonaparte)
Blue Bunting
SPECIMENS. LSOMZ.—  25 mi. N Balancan: tf, 19 April I960 (no wt.) DL. 11 
mi. N Balancan: d, 10 May 1961 (8.7) EA. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb 
(1943: 85): Reforma [La Reforraa], 23 May 1939; Santo Tomas, 24 June 1939; 
Frontera, two, 10 March-26 April 1900. Ridgway (1901: 601): Frontera.
The Blue Bunting is a conmon permanent resident of the dense brushland 
and thickets bordering the dry tropical evergreen woods north of Balancan.
E. W. Nelson and E. A. Goldman collected two males of this species at Fron­
tera in 1900. Except for that record and the bird taken at Santo Tomas, 
the Blue Bunting has been recorded only from the municipio of Balancan.
3^Guiraca caerulea interfusa Dwight and Griscom, Amer, Mus. Novit.,
257, 192?: 4 (Fort Lowell, Arizona).
3-7^ [Lccd.a3 caerulea Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 175 (in 
America [=South Carolina])•
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The male taken on 10 May had enlarged testes.
Tabascan specimens are referable to £, £. p a r e l l i n a . 3 7 2
Cyanocompsa cyanoides (Lafresnaye)
Blue-black Grosbeak
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 nd. V Teapa: tf. 28 March 19o0 (no wt.) DL. 1 mi. 
t feapa: <2, 6 March 1959 (34.6) DB; d, 18 March 1959 (31.1) DB; d, 16 
April 1959 (31.6) DB; d, 18 February 1961 (30.5) BA. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: 
d, 5 November 1961 (31.8) MB. PU3LISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943 : 85):
15 km. N Reforma [La Reforaa], 25 Ifey 1939; La Palma, 6 June 1939; San Is­
idro, 8 June 1939; Santo Tomis, 24 June 1939; Tenosique, 27 June 1939.
The Blue-black Grosbeak is a permanent resident of the understory of
the rain forest and the dense brush at its edge. Its abundance varies from
locality to locality within the State. It was found to be cannon 8 miles
southeast of Tenosique and was noted almost every day that I was present.
It was encountered somewhat less frequently in the vicinities of La Venta,
Chontalpa, and Teapa and was occasionally seen in the undergrowth of the
dry tropical evergreen woods near 3alancan. The specimens collected in
March and April had enlarged gonads.
C. c. concreta373 ia the race of this species that occurs in Tabasco.
Passerina cyanea (Linnaeus)
Indigo Bunting
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. S Chontalpa: d, 1 April 1961 (13.4) EA. 1 mi.
E Teapa: d, 6 March 1959 (13.2) DB. PUBLISHED RECORD. Hellmayr (1938: 107): 
Teapa.
^72[Cyanoloxia] pareHina Bonaparte, Consp. Gen. Avium, 1, 1850: 
502 (Alvarado, Veracruz, Mexico77
37^Cyanoloxia concreta Du Bus, Bull. Acad. Roy. Sci. Lettr. Beaux- 
Arts, Belgium, 22, 1855: 150 (Playa Vicente, Veracruz, Mexico).
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The Indigo Bunting is a very common migrant and a somewhat less com­
mon winter visitant in Tabasco. During March and April 1959 at Teapa, this 
species was one of the more abundant birds of the area. Hie number of in­
dividuals counted per day during that period ranged between ten and 100.
At Teapa tks Indigo Bunting was found at the rain forest edge, in brushland, 
hedges, and cultivated land; but its favorite habitat was overgrown corn­
fields surrounded by rain forest. Thi3 species has been recorded in Tabas­
co on dates ranging from 6 November to 13 May and from the vicinities of 
Huiinanguillo, Chontalpa, Villaherrnosa, Teapa, Macuspana, Bniliano Zapata, 
and Tenosique (two November records). Neither of the two males taken dur­
ing March and April had enlarged testes.
Passerina ciris (Linnaeus)
Painted Bunting
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Tsapa: <S, 16 March 1959 (19.6) DB, w.71; <5,
23 February 1961 (16.1) DB, w .73j 2, 1 March 1961 (13.4) EA. PUBLISHED
RECORD. Hellmayr (1938: 112): Teapa.
The Painted Bunting is a common migrant through Tabasco, and there 
are also a few winter records. During the months of March and April 1959# 
this species was very common in the clearings, cornfields, and brushland 
bordering the rain forest at Teapa. In this habitat numbers of this bunt­
ing were observed in mixed flocks with the more abundant P. cyanea. I 
have records for the occurrence of the Painted Bunting within the State
on dates ranging from 12 November to 5 May, and I have recorded it from
the vicinities of Sanchez Magallanes (18 December), Ocuipan (11 December), 
Chontalpa, Villaherrnosa, Teapa, Ciudad Pemex, Eailiano Zapata, Balancan, 
and Tenosique. None of the Tabascan specimens had enlarged gonads.
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Miller et al. (1957: 339) allocate Tabascan birds to the duller west­
ern race P. c. p a l l i d i o r .374 specimens from Teapa sure referable to
that race on the basis of coloration alone. The length of the wing of the 
male collected on 16 March, however, is less than the minimum figure given 
by Helimayr (1938: 112) for pallidior. Some of the Tabascan specimens may, 
therefore, be referable to P. c. ciris.375
Spiza americana (Qmelin)
Dickcissel
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: d, 28 April 1959 (26.0) DB; 2, 2 May 
1959 (21.6) DB. 11 mi. N Balancan, d, 8 May 1961 (25.3) DB. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 86): Balancan, 15 May 1939. Miller et al. (1957: 
340): Balancln, 15 May.
The Dickcissel has been reported commonly in 'febasco from 20 April to 
15 May. Although there are no fall records for this species from the State, 
it probably does migrate through the area at that season. In the spring 
of 1959 at Teapa, this bird was comnon for two weeks in the open fields and 
along the fence rows near town. Csi 23 April 1961, I saw a flock of approx­
imately five birds in the open grassy fields near Etoiliano Zapata. B. B. 
Coffey (in litt.) reported seeing eight Dickcissels at Rio San Pedro y San 
Pablo on 23 May 1961. D. M. Lay reported a heavy concentration of migrat­
ing Dickcissels in the savanna north of Balancin on 20 April I960. The two 
males obtained in late April and early May had enlarged gonads.
^ ^Passerina ciris pallidior Hearns, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington,
24, 1911: 217 (FortClark, Kinney County, Texas).
375
[BaberizaJ Ciris Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., ed. 10, 1, 1758: 179 
(Carolina [=South Carolina]).
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Sporophlla torqueola (Bonaparte)
White-collared Seedeater
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. W TBapa: d, 17 February 19ol (9.2) DB. 1 mi.
E Teapa: $?, 26 Febroary 1959 (8.3) DB; 9, 17 March 1959 (8.6) DB; d,
17 March 1959 (8.0) DB. Balancan: d, 25 April 1961 (7.9) FA. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 86): Balancan, three, 9-14 May 1939. Hellmayr 
(l933: 188): Teapa, two.
This species, one of the more obvious and numerous of Thbascan birds,
is an abundant permanent resident of open fields, weed patches, meadows,
and forest clearings throughout the State. It avoids only the heavily
forested sections. The White-collared Seedeater begins to breed in March.
The February specimens did not have enlarged gonads, but the male taken
on 17 March had greatly enlarged testes.
S. t. morelleti376 the form o? this species occurring within the
State.
Sporophila c o r v i n a 3 7 7  (Sclater)
Black Seedeater
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: d?, 25 March 1959 (11.2) DB; d, 10 
April 1959 (no wt.) DB. 1 mi. SE Teapa: d, 23 March 1959 (12.4) DB. 
PUBLISHED RECORD. Miller et al. (1957: 343): Teapa, two.
The Black Seedeater is an uncommon permanent resident of clearings,
weed patches, and brushland, usually near the rain forest edge. Within
Thbaseo it has been noted from near Chontalpa, Teapa, Balancan, and Ttenosi-
que, but the majority of the records are from Teapa# The males taken on
sp.[ermophila] morelleti Bonaparte, Consp. Gen. Avium, 1, pt. 2, 
1850: 497 (Guatiraala [=Peten, Guatemala]).
377This population is often merged by recent authors with S. aurita, 
and some authors also merge the latter with S. aaericana of South America.
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28 March and 10 April had enlarged testes, but the bird collected on 25 
March did not even have distinguishable gonads.
Qryzoborus fanereus Sclater
Thick-billed Seed Finch
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: d. 5 May 1959 (12.7) DB; d, 24 February 
1961 (l276) DB. 11 mi. N Balancan: d, 12 May 1961 (11.9) DB. PUBLISHED 
RECORDS. Hellmayr (1933: 249): Frontera; Teapa, two. Miller et al. (1957: 
344): Frontera; Teapa. Ridgway (1901: 605): Frontera.
In Tabasco the Thick-billed Seed Finch is an unco moon permanent resi­
dent of open cultivated country and forest clearing with brushy borders.
Cki 12 May 1961, an individual was observed singing from the top of a palmet­
to in the open savanna 11 miles north of BalancSn. Otherwise I have seen
this species only in the open fields near Teapa. There is also a record 
from Frontera. The Thick-billed Seed Finch and the HLack Seedeater can 
easily be confused in the field if the observer does not obtain a good view. 
Both the males collected in May were in breeding condition.
Volatinia jacarina (Linnaeus)
Blue-black Grassquit
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: d, 27 March 1959 (9.1) DB; d, 2 May 
1959 (8.9) DB; d, 11 May 1959 (8.5) DB. 6 mi. N Tapijulapa: ?, 11 March 
1961 (9.3) DB. 8 mi. SE Tenosique: d, 3 November 1961 (9.6) MS. PUB­
LISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943*. 86): Balancln, four, 16-17 May 1939; La 
Palma, 2 June' 1939; Tenosique, four, 13-29 June 1939; Montecristo [Bniliano 
Zapata]. Hellmayr (1938: 255): Teapa.
The Blue-black Grassquit is a very coanon permanent resident of over­
grown fields, weed patches, grassy meadows, and hedgerows within the State.
I have records for this species from the vicinities of Huimanguillo, OcuJL- 
pan, Chontalpa, Villaherrnosa., Teapa, Tapijulapa, 3alancaq Tenosique, and 
La Palma. This finch is seldom observed in full adult male plumage, but
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is usually seen in one of the various intermediate stages between dull 
brown and purplish-black. Cn 1 April 1961, 7 miles south of Chontalpa, a 
male in molting dress was noted performing his courtship display. From a 
tall grass stalk he would flutter approximately 3 feet straight into the 
air and then return to his perch. The males taken on 27 March and in May 
had enlarged testes.
7. j. splendens37£ occurs from Mexico to northern South America.
Sicalis luteola (Sparrman)
Yellow Grass Finch
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. N Balancan: 2, 13 May 1961 (11.9) EAj rf, 13 May 
1961 (11.3) DB. Pato, 9 mi. N 3alancan: rf, 15 May 1961 (12.6) EAj 2, 15 
May 1961 (12.3) EA.
I have found this species at only one locality within the State, 9 to 
10 miles north of Balancan. The first flock of these birds was discovered 
on 13 May 1961 in dry, open grassland scattered with a few short palmettos. 
Their constant twittering, reminiscent of a flock of siskins or goldfinches, 
was a great aid in locating them. Two days later on 15 May, E. T. Armstrong 
and I counted ten Yellow Grass Finches in the neighborhood of Pato. All 
the specimens had enlarged gonads and were in breeding condition.
S. 1, chry3ops379 is the subspecies occurring in Tabasco.
Arremon aurantiirostris Lafresnaye 
Orange-billed Sparrow
^^Fringilla splendens Vieillot, Nouv. Diet. Hist. Nat., 12, 1817: 
173 (Cayenne [-French Guiana]).
379gyCaij3 ehrysops Sclater, Proc. Zool. 3oc. London, 1861: 376 
(Mexico [=Qrizaba, Yeracruz, Mexico]).
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  10 mi. S Chontalpa: 2, 16 March 1961 (40.4) DB. 1 mi.
E Teapa: <$, 19 February 1961 (39.0) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb (1943: 
86): Santo Tbmis, 23 June 1939. Hellxaayr "(1938: 433) : Teapa, Miller et al. 
(1957: 348): Santo Tbmas; Tteapa. Ridgway (1901: 457): Teapa.
Within Tabasco the Orange-billed Sparrow is a rarely recorded perma­
nent resident of the humid rain forest undergrowth, often found near a 
swamp or small running stream. Its shy and retiring habits combined with 
the density of its habitat make it extremely difficult to observe. It 
will, however, respond to "squeaking,B and doubtless, without the applica­
tion of this method, I would never have seen the bird. It has been recorded 
only in the rain forest sections near Chontalpa, Teapa, and Tenosique. The 
March female had a slightly enlarged ovary, but the February male did not 
have enlarged teste3.
■ftie Tabascan specimens are referable to A. a. 3 a t u r a t u s . 3 8 0
Arremonops rufivirgat a331 (Lawrence)
Clive Sparrow
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  11 mi. N Balancan: 2, 6 May 1961 (20.2) DB.
In the dry brushland north of 3alancan this sparrow is a coamon perma­
nent resident, coexisting geographically with the more abundant A, chloron- 
o ta; but the latter species is a bird of the woods, whereas the Olive 
Sparrow frequents low brush and thickets. I know of no record of this spe­
cies from any other sector of the State. The female taken in May had an 
enlarged ovary.
■^ Arremon aurantlirostri3 3aturatus Cherrie, Proc. U. S. Nat. Muss, 
14, 1891: 345 (Choctum, Vera Paz, Guatemala).
^"Monroe (MS.) has recently made a study of the A. rufivirgata com­
plex. From the results of this dtudy, the advisability of merging the various 
populations within this complex into one species has become questionable. Be­
fore a more definitive answer can be given concerning the matter, more field 
work and study of life histories is necessary.
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The range of A. r. vsrticalia^S2 extends from the Yucatan Peninsula 
into eastern Tabasco,
Arremonops chloronota? ^  (Salvin)
Green-backed Sparrow
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  9 mi. S Huimanguillo: d, 21 March 1961 (30.0) DB. 1 
mi. E Teapa: <S, 10 March 1959 (28.8) DBj d, 11 April 1959 (27.0) DB; d, 5 
May 1959 (30.5) DB; 2, 9 March 1961 (27.1) EA; 9, 14 March 1962 (27.1) DB. 
Balancan: 2, 26 April 1961 (23.2) DB; d, 29 April 1961 (24.9) EA. 8 mi.
SE Tenosique: ?, 2 November 1961 (26.5) DB. PUBLISHED RECORDS. Brodkorb 
(1943: 87): Balancan, four, 10-16 May 1939; 15 Ion. N Reforma tLa Reforma],
26 May 1939; La Palma, 2 June 1939; Tenosique, 13 June 1939. Hellmayr (1938: 
450): Frontera; Monte Cristo [Eniliano Zapata]. Miller et al. (1957: 350): 
Frontera. Ridgway (1901: 452): Frontera; Monte Cristo [Eniliano Zapata],
The Green-backed Sparrow is a very conmon permanent resident of wooded 
sections throughout the State but is more abundant in the rain forest belt.
It is an inhabitant of the forest undergrowth and the thickets at the for­
est edge. I have records from the vicinities of Huimanguillo, Chontalpa, 
Frontera, Villaherrnosa, Teapa, Thpi.iid.apa, Macuspana, Eniliano Zapata, Ba­
lancan, La Reforma, Tenosique, and La Palma. In the Balancan region the 
Green-backed Sparrow coexists with its sibling species, the Olive Sparrow, 
which prefers low, open brushland. I have, however, seen the two species 
in the same thicket. The specimens of chloronota collected from March 
through May had enlarged gonads.
3ft2[Bnbernagra rufivirgata] verticalis Ridgway, Proc. U. S. Nat. 
Mus., 1, 18?8: 248 (Merida, Yucatan, Mexico).
383In a recent study on the Central American genus Arremonops. Mon­
roe (MS.) has concluded that A. chloronota should not be merged with the 
conirostris complex, and in fact, that the similarity between the two groups 
may be merely superficial.
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Passerculus sandwichensis (Gnelin)
Savannah Sparrow
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  18 mi. KE Teapa: 2, 4 April 1959 (16.1) DB, w.67, t.49.
On 30 March and 3 and 4 April 1959. I saw a few individuals of this 
species in the open grassland at Huastecas, 18 miles northeast of Teapa.
On the latter date I collected the only specimen for the State. J. P. Gee 
(in litt.) saw several birds at the same locality on 30 March I960. I 
know of no other observations of the Savannah Sparrow within Tabasco. The 
Tabascan specimen is a female and had a slightly enlarged ovary.
The Tabascan specimen is referable to P. s_. nevadensis^^  on the basis 
of its coloration and measurements.
Ammodramus savannarum (Gnelin)
Grasshopper Sparrow
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  19 mi. NE Francisco Rueda: d, 8 December 1961 (14.0)
LBl 3/4 mi. '*! Balancan: 2, 11 April I960 (14.5) DL.
On 11 April I960, D. M. Lay collected the first specimen for the
Grasshopper Sparrow from Tabasco on the grassy savanna west of Balancin.
The only other records for the State are from the savanna between Ocuapan
and Francisco Rueda: two birds 6 miles southwest of Ocuipan on 8 December;
four birds 19 miles northeast of Francisco Rueda on 8 December; and two
birds 1 mile southwest of Ocuapan on 9 December 1961. The female taken on
11 April had a slightly enlarged ovary.
I refer the specimen taken near Francisco Rueda to A. £. bimaculatus.235
384Passerculus sandwichensis nevadensis Grlnnell, Univ. California 
Publ. Zool., 5, 1910: 312 (Soldier Meadows, Humboldt County, Nevada).
^ ^ Ammodramus bimaculatus Swainson, Philos. Mag., 1, 1827 : 435 
(Temiscaltipec [=Temascait-apec, Mexico, Mexico])
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the dark tropical race. I consider the Balancan bird, however, to be the 
paler migratory form A. £. p r a t e n s i s . 3 8 6
Aimophila rufescens (Swainson)
Rusty Sparrow
SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  7 mi. S Chontalpa: d, 1 April 1961 (34.3) DB; c?, 7 
December 1961 (37.1) LB.
There are only a few records for the occurrence of this species in 
Tabasco: four birds 7 miles south of Chontalpa on 1 April; one bird 7 miles 
south of Chontalpa on 14 April; four birds 7 miles south of Chontalpa on 
7 December; four birds 4 miles southwest of Ocuapan on 9 December; and two 
birds 3 miles east of Ocuapan on 11 December 1961. All were observed in 
the brush and thickets in the margin between the rain forest and the savan­
na. In April Rusty Sparrows were often heard singing from the tops of tall 
grass stalks or small bushes. The April specimen, a male, had greatly en­
larged testes. I assure that this species is a permanent resident of the 
State.
I refer the Tabascan specimens to A. r. pyrgitoides.^ ?^
Aimophila petenica^^  (Salvin)
Peten Sparrow
3 S 6 p a s s e r i n a  pratensis Vieillot, Nouv. Diet. Hist., 25, 1817: 24 
(New York).
387Bnbernagra pyrgitoides Lafresnaye, Rev. Zool., 2, 1839: 97 (Mexico).
®®Webster (1959: 136) merges this species with A. botterii, an ac­
tion that I oppose, I would never question the close relationship between 
these two populations, but I do question that this relationship is better 
demonstrated at the subspecific level. A. aestivalis could as easily be in­
cluded within the complex; and certainly, if A. cassinii were not sympatric 
with A. botterii, it too would have been merged long ago. It is interesting 
to note that the Tabascan population of A. petenlca that is nearest the range 
of A. botterii contains the darkest birds.
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SPECIMENS. LSUMZ.—  8 mi. S Huimanguillo: d, 6 December 1961 (20.8) LB.
7 mi. S Chontalpa: d, 1 April 196I (19.5) DB; 2, 1 April 1961 (18.8) DB; d,
1 April 1961 (19.2) DB; 2, 7 December 1961 (19.2) DB. 11 mi. N Balancdn:
2, 11 May 1961 (19.4) EAj d, 11 toy 1961 (21.0) DB. Pato, 9 mi, N Balan­
can: d, 15 May 1961 (21.9) EA; 2, 15 May 1961 (21.0) DB. 3/4 mi. N Balan­
can: d, 11 April I960 (20.9 DL. PU3LISHH) RECORD. Thompson (1962: 176):
3 mi. E Macuspana, 3 May 1955.
The Peten Sparrow is a common permanent resident of the open grassy 
savanna of the State. It is conmon in the brush and tall weeds on the 
border between the rain forest and the savanna 7 miles south of Chontalpa, 
in the open grassland between Ocuapan and Francisco Rueda, and in the open 
savanna north of Balancan. The University of Kansas has a specimen collected 
by R. Ar. Dickerman 3 miles east of Macuspana on 3 May 1955. Ihis specimen 
represents, to my knowledge, the only record from any locality between the 
Chontalpa and Balancan regions. The specimens taken in April and May had 
enlarged gonads.
Tabascan birds are referred to the nominate form A. £. petenica.389 
The five specimens taken in the BalancSn region, however, are quite distinct 
from those collected near Chontalpa and Ocuapan. The upper parts of these 
birds exhibit more brown and are lighter in general coloration than those 
of the blackish birds from the Chontalpa region. The specimen from Kacus- 
pana fits the Balancan group. Paynter (1955: 297) has already expressed 
the likelihood that a separable race of this species exists in the Yucatan 
Peninsula. It is highly possible that the Balancan population is the 
southwesternmost extension of a pale Yucatan form.
^ ^ Aignodromus petenicus Salvin, Proc. Zool. Soc. London, 1863:
189 (Peten, in regione campestri [Guatemala]).
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Melospiza lincolnii (Audubon)
Lincoln’s Sparrow 
SPECIMEN. LSUMZ.—  1 mi. E Teapa: 5, 19 March 1959 (15.6) DB.
This species is an uncommon winter visitant to Tabasco. It is usually 
found in the brush and thickets at the forest edge or along hedgerows in 
cultivated country. There are records for the Lincoln’s Sparrow from the 
State dating from 7 December to 17 April and from the vicinities of Fran­
cisco Rueda, Ocuapan, Chontalpa, Villaherrnosa, and Teapa. The female ob­
tained in March had a slightly enlarged ovary.
I refer the single Tabascan specimen to K. 1. alticola 2  ^ 0
^ ^ Passerella lincolnii alticola Miller and McCabe, Condor, 37, 
1935: 156 (Bluff Lake, San Bernardino Mountains, San Bernardino County, 
California).
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1ANALYSIS OF THE AVIFAUNA 
There are 457 species of birds reported from Tabasco. Fourteen of 
these, however, are erroneously recorded or at least of very doubtful oc­
currence. Cf the remaining 443 species, thirty-three are included on the 
Tabascan list solely on the basis of sight records. Therefore, there are 
410 species for which there are Tabascan specimens extant. In the follow­
ing analyses I have included the thirty-three reliable sight records. Of 
the 443 recorded species, there are 286 permanent and sunnier residents, 125 
winter visitants and transients, and thirty-two stragglers or possible res­
idents for which so few records exist that one cannot determine whether 
they are actually residents or not. The division is somewhat misleading 
because some species have both resident and wintering populations in Thbas- 
co. If a species breeds within the State, I have included it in the list 
of permanent and summer residents.
Undoubtedly, further field work in the area will add a number of spe­
cies to the Tabascan list, but the majority of these will probably be 
stragglers. Table IV gives a list of forty-one species that probably occur 
in the State but to date have never been definitely reported.
I have segregated the 286 permanent and summer residents (breeding 
birds) according to the major I&bascan habitat in which they are most often 
found. Many species may be encountered in more than one major habitat, and 
some are so widespread in their distribution that I have placed them in a 
separate category for species that occur throughout the State. Other spe­
cies are difficult to categorize for various reasons. For instance,
361
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
382
TABLE I V
SPECIES THAT PROBABLY OCCUR IN TABASCO, BUT WHICH ARE YET UNREPORTED
(Followed by the names of the neighboring states from which each species 
has been recorded).
Sula dactylatra..Campeche..
Sula leucogaster, Campeche.
Ixobrychus exilis, Veracruz.
Aythya collaris, Veracruz.
ELanoides forficatus, Veracruz, Campeche,
Accipiter bicolor, Veracruz.
Buteo jamaicensis, Veracruz.
Micrastur ruficollis, Veracruz, Chiapas, Campeche.
Falco columbarius, Veracruz.
Rallus limicola, Veracruz,
Pardirallus aaculatus, Veracruz, Chiapas.
Porzana Carolina, Veracruz.
Porzana flaviventer, Veracruz.
Laterallus jamaicensis. Veracruz.
Bartramia longicauda, Veracruz, Chiapas.
Limosa fedoa, Tamaulipas, Yucatan.
Erolia fuscicollis. Yucatan.
Recurvirostra americana, Veracruz.
Chlidonias nigra, Veracruz.
Coccyzus erythropthalmus, Veracruz, Chiapas.
Dromococcyx phasianellus, Chiapas, Campeche.
Otus guatemalae, Veracruz, Chiapas, Campeche.
Pulsatrix perspjCtlTlflta. Veracruz, Chiapas.
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Ciccaba nigrollneata, Veracruz, Chiapas.
Chordeiles minor, Veracruz, Campeche.
Otophanes yucatanicus. Campeche.
Caprimulgus salvini, Veracruz.
Chaetura vauxi, Veracruz, Chiapas.
Campylopterus curvipenni3, Veracruz, Chiapas, Campeche. 
Paphosia helenae, Veracruz, Chiapas.
Doricha eliza, Veracruz.
Sclerurus mexicanus, Veracruz, Chiapas.
Laniocera rufescens, Veracruz, Chiapas.
Petrochelidon fulva, Chiapas.
Telmatodytes palustris, Veracruz.
Limnothlypis swainsonii, Campeche.
Vermivora roficapilla. Veracruz, Chiapas.
Geothlypis flavovelata, Veracruz.
Icterus chrysater, Veracruz, Chiapas, Campeche.
Piranga roseogularis. Campeche.
Tiaris olivacea. Veracruz, Chiapas, Campeche.
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Sayomis nigricans is not usually considered to be a rain forest bird, yet 
in Tabasco it has been recorded only in the rain forest belt.
Table V lists 155 resident species that are most often found in the
rain forest belt. Although this region occupies a relatively small area 
within the State, fifty-four per cent of the breeding species are most 
often encountered there. In addition, a large percentage of these forms 
are restricted to the rain forest. This habitat offers a large variety 
of species but usually these forms are not observed in great numbers. The 
difficulties encountered in observing birds within the rain forest may be 
a factor contributing to this condition.
Thble VI lists sixty-three resident species that are more often encoun­
tered in the marshland than any other habitat. This list includes not only
the water birds that frequent the marshes, but also the passerine species 
that occur in the open countryside that surrounds these bodies of water.
Only twenty-two per cent of the resident species of Tabasco are more fre­
quently recorded in the marshland than elsewhere, despite the fact that 
the largest portion of the State is of this habitat. In contrast to the 
abundance of the rain forest species, relatively few species occupy the 
marshland, but they are usually observed in greater numbers. Seventy-six 
per cent of the Tabascan species are more frequently recorded in either the 
rain forest or marshland habit?t.
Thble VII lists thirty-six resident species that are most frequently 
recorded in the dry savanna. Thirteen per cent of the breeding Tabascan 
birds are more frequently encountered in this habitat than any other. A 
large percentage of the savanna birds are restricted to that habitat. One 
species, Scardafella inca, has never actually been recorded within the sa­
vanna areas as they are mapped in Figure 3. The small restricted area in
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TABLE V
RESIDENT TABASCAN SPECIES THAT ARE E03T FREQUENTLY RECORDED IN THE RAIN
FOREST 3SLT
Tinamus maior 
Crypturellus soui 
Crypturellus boucardi 
Sarcoramphus papa 
Leptodon cayanensis 
Chondrohierax uncinatgs 
Ictinia plumbea 
Leucopternis aibicollis 
Spizasur melanoleucus 
Spizaetus ornatus 
Spizaetus tyrannus 
H arpetotheres cac Limans 
Micrastur semitorquatus 
Falco albigularis 
Crax rubra
Ortalis vetula 
Odontophorus guttatus 
Columba flavirostris 
Columba cayennenais 
Columba speciosa 
Columba nigrirostris 
Zenaida asiatica
Columbigallina talpacoti 
Claravis pretiosa 
Leptotila verreauxi 
Leptotila plumbeiceps 
Leptotila cassinii 
Geotrygon montana 
Aratinga astec 
Pionopsitta haematotis 
Pionus senilis 
Amazona autumnalis 
Amazona farinosa 
Piaya cayana 
Tyto alba
Lophostrix cristata 
daucidium ainutissimum 
Glaucidiun brasilianua 
Ciccaba virgata 
Phaethornis superciliosus 
Fhaethornis longueaareus 
Campylopterus hemileucuru3 
Florisuga mellivora 
Hylocharis eliciae 
Amazilia Candida
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TA3LE V— Continued
Amazilia tzacatl 
Heliothrvx barroti 
Heliomaster longirostris 
Trogon massena 
Trogon melanocephala 
Trogon collaris 
Trogon violaceus 
Hylomanes momotula 
Homo t us momota 
Galbula ruficauda 
Notharebus macrorhynchus 
Kalacoptila panamensis 
Pteroglossus torquatus 
Ramphastos sulfuratus 
Piculus rubiginosus 
Celeus castaneus 
Centurus pucherani 
Veniliomis fumigatus 
Phloebceastes guatemalensis 
Dendrocincla anabauina 
Dendrocincla homochroa 
Sittasomus griseicapillus 
Glyphorhynchus spirurus 
Dendrocolaptes certhia 
Xiphorhynchus flavigaster
Lepidocolaptes souleyetii 
Automolus ochrolaemus 
Xenops minntus 
Sclerurus guatemalensis 
Taraba major 
Thanmophilas doliatus 
ihamnistes anabatinus 
Dysithamnus mentalis 
Kicrorhopias quixensis 
Cercomacra tyrannina 
Formicariu3 analis 
Grallaria guatimalensis 
Cotinga amabilis 
Attila spadiceu3 
Rhytiptema holerythra 
Lipaugus unirufus 
Pachyramphus cinnamomeus 
Platypsaris aglaiae 
Tityra semifasciata 
Srator inquisitor 
Pipra mentalis 
Manacus candei 
Schiffornis turdinus 
Sayornis nigricans 
Legatus leucophaius
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TABLE V— Continued
Myiodynastes luteiventris 
Myiodynastes maculatus 
Megarhynchus pitangua 
Contopus cinereu3 
Terenotriccus erythrurus 
Myiobius sulphureipygius 
Onychorbynchus mexicanus 
Platyrinchus mystaceus 
Tolmoniyias sulphurescens 
Rhynchocyclus brevlrostri3 
Todirostrum sylvia 
Oneostoma cinereigulare 
Myiopagis viridicata 
Microtriccus 3emiflavus 
Leptopogon amaurocephalus 
Pipromorpha oleaginea 
Psilorhinus morio 
Psilorhinus mexicanus 
Campylorhynchus zonatus 
Thryothorus albinucha 
Thrvothorus maculipectus 
Troglodytes musculus 
Henicorhina leucosticta 
Uropsila leucogastra 
Turdus assign Is
Polioptila plumbea 
Ramphocaenus rufiventris 
Smaragdolanius pulchellu3 
Hylophllus ochracelceps 
Hylophilus decurtatus 
Chlorophanes spiza 
Cyanerpes cyaneus 
Coereba flaveola 
Granatellus saJlaei 
3asileuterus culicivorus 
Basileuteru3 rufifron3 
Zarhynchus wagleri 
Gymnostinops montezuma 
Amblycercus holosericeus 
Icterus mesomelas 
Tanagra affinis 
Tanagra lauta 
Tanagra gouldi 
Tangara larvata 
Thraupis virens 
Ihraupis abbas 
Ramphocelus passerinii 
Phlogothraupis sanguinolenta 
Piranga leucoptera 
rfebla rubica
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TABLE V— Continued
Habia gutturalis 
Lanio aurantias 
Saltator atriceps 
Saltator raaxinus 
Caryothrauste s poliogaster 
Cyanocompsa cyanoides 
Sporophila corvina 
Arremon aurantijrostris 
Arremonops chloronota
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TABLE VI
RESIDENT TABASCAN SPECIES THAT ARE MOST FREQUENTLY RECORDED IN THE MARSHLAND
AND ITS BRUSHY EDGES
Podiceps dominieus 
Podilymbus podiceos 
Phalacrocorax olivaceus 
Anhinga anhinga 
Batorides virescens 
Florida caerolea 
Bubulcus ibis 
Casmerodiu3 albus 
Leucophoyx thula 
Efedranassa tricolor 
Agamia agami 
Nyctlcorax nycticorax 
Nyctanassa violacea 
Heterocnus mexicanus 
Botaurus pinnatus 
Kycteria americana 
Jabiru ngrcteria 
Eudocimus albU3 
A.jaia a.ja.ja 
Dendrocygna autumnalis 
Qxyura dociinica 
Cathartes burrovianus 
ELanus leucurus
Rostrhamus 3ociabilis 
Buteo brachyurus 
flypomorphnus urubltinga 
Buteogallus anthracinus 
Busarellus nlgricollis 
Pandion haliaetus 
Polyborus cheriway 
Falco feiaoralis 
Aramus guarauna 
Lateral!us ruber 
Porphyrula martinica 
Jacana spinosa 
Charadrius collaris 
Sterna albifrons 
Amazona albifrons 
Amazona ochrocephala 
Nyctifcius griseus 
Chordeiles acutipennis 
Megaceryle torquata 
Chloroceryle amazona 
Chloroceryle americana 
Eumomota superciliosa 
Synallaxia erythrothorax
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TABLE VI— Continued
Fyrocephalus rubinus 
Pitangus sulphuratus 
Hyiarchus tyrannuius 
Todirostrum cinereum 
Progne ehalybea 
Stelgidopteryx ruficollls 
Iridoprocne albilinea 
Mimus gilvus 
Vireo pallens 
Geothlypis poliocephala 
Scaphidura oryzivora 
Tangavius aeneus 
Cassidix mexicanus 
Icterus gularis 
Agelaius phoenlceus 
Sporophila torqueola 
Volatinia jacarina
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TABLE VII
RESIDENT TABASCAN SPECIES THAT ARE MOST FREQUENTLY RECORDED IN THE SAVANNA 
OR IN THE TREES AND BRUSH AT ITS EDGE
Crypturellus cinnamomeus Cyclarhis gujanensis
Buteo albicaudatus Dives dives
Buteo nitidus Icterus prosthemelas
Colinus virginianus Icterus cuculiatus
Burhinus bistriatus Sturnella magna
Scardafella inca Saltator coerulescens
Columbigallina minuta Richmondena cardinalis
Tapera naevia Oryzoboi*us funereus
Speotyto cunicularia Sicalis luteola
Chlorostilbon cardvetii Arremonops rufivirgata
Amazilia cyanocephala Aramod ramus savannarum
Amazilia yucatanensis Aimophila rufescens
Melanerpes fonnicivorus Aimophila petenica
Centurus pygmaeus
Dendrocopos scalaris
Muscivora tyrannus
ELainea flavogaster
Camptostoma imberbe
Cissilopha yucatanica
Xanthoura yncas
Cistothorus platensis
Turd us grayi
Polioptila caerula
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which I found this species, however, was very similar to typical savanna, 
and I suspect that this dove will eventually be recorded from the savanna 
between Ocuapan arvd. Francisco Hueda. Several Yucatan species reach the 
southwestern limit to their ranges in the savanna north of Balancan.
Table VIII gives a list of seven resident species that are more fre­
quently recorded in the swamp forest than any other habitat in Tabasco,
Although swamp forest covers a large area of the State, only two per cent 
of the resident species are more often encountered in this habitat.
Table IX list five resident species that are most often recorded in 
the littoral. This list consists of less than two per cent of the Tabas- 
can breeding species. Many species that occur within the State are restric­
ted to the littoral (at least more frequently recorded here than elsewhere), 
but the vast majority of these species are winter visitants and transients.
Thble X gives a list of five resident species that, as far as Tabasco 
is concerned, are more frequently recorded in the dry tropical evergreen 
forests than any other habitat.
Cfcly three species are most frequently recorded in the mangroves.
These three are listed in Table XI.
Table XII lists nine species that are so widespread in their distri­
bution within the State that it is not possible to place them in any one 
of the major Tabascan habitats. Columba livia is also included in this 
table because it cannot be placed in any other category. This species oc­
curs in a semi feral state in many parts of Tabasco. The two swifts, Strep- 
toprocne zonari3 and Panyptila cayennensis, are also included within this 
table since they are observed only in flight and usually range over a large 
portion of the State. P. cayennensis. however, has been recorded or> only 
two occasions, and it would be impossible to place it in any one of the habitats.
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TABLE VIII
RESIDENT TABASCAN SPECIES TrftT ARE MOST FREQUENTLY RECORDED IN THE SWAMP
FOREST
Cochiearlus cochlear!us 
Cairina moschata 
Aramides ca.lanea 
Heliornis fulica
An thr acothorax prevostii 
Chloroceryle aer.ea 
Dryocopus lineatus
TABLE IX
RESIDENT TABASCAN SPECIES THAT ARE MOST FREQUENTLY RECORDED IN THE
LITTORAL HABITAT
Pelecanus occidentalis 
Fregata magnificens 
Haematopus palliat.us
Charadrius wilsonia
Larus atricilia
TABLE X
RESIDENT TABASCAN SPECIES THAT ARE MOST FREQUENTLY RECORDED IN THE DRY
TROPICAL EVERGREEN FOREST
Agriocharis ocellata 
Hyiarchus yucatanensis 
Vireo flavoviridis
Eucometis penicillata 
Cyanocompsa parellina
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TABLE XI
RESIDENT TABASCAN SPECIES THAT ARE KOST FREQUENTLY RECORDED IN THE
MANGROVES
Aramides axillaris 
Coccyzus minor 
Dendroica petechia bryanti
TABLE XII
RESIDENT TABASCAN SPECIES THAT ARE WIDESPREAD IN THEIR DISTRIBUTION AND 
CANNOT BE CLASSIFIED IN ANY ONE MAJOR HABITAT
Coragyps atratus 
Cathartes aura 
Buteo magnirostris 
Columba livia 
Crotophaga sulcirostris 
Kyctidromus albicollis 
Streptoprocne zonarls 
Panyptila cayennensis 
Centurus aurlfrons 
Tyrannus melancholicus 
Hyiozetetes sindlis 
Myiarchus tuberculifer
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Of the 443 species that have been recorded from Tabasco, 125 (or 
twenty-seven per cent) are winter visitants or transients. Of these 125 
species, forty-nine (or thirty-nine per cent) are water birds, of which 
the vast majority (thirty-five species) are of the order Charadriiformes. 
Members of the family Parulidae comprise a large portion of the wintering 
and migrating passerine birds. Thirty-five species of warblers have been 
recorded from the State, but only five (Dendroica petechia, Geothlypis 
poliocepfaala, Qranatellus sallaei, Basileuterus culicivorus, and Basileu- 
terus rufifrons) occur as breeding birds. Six out of ten recorded vireos 
and five out of eight recorded swallows are known only as wintering or 
migrating birds.
The majority of the Tabascan breeding birds, particularly the rain 
forest species, are neotropical in origin. Most of the rain forest spe­
cies are very widespread in distribution and occur over a large area of 
Central and South America. Of the 166 rain forest species that breed in 
the State, only seventeen (ten per cent) do not range as far south as Pan­
ama. Chly one genus that occurs in the Tabascan rain forest (Uropsila) 
does not occur as far south as Panama. The invasion of the tropical re­
gions of southern Mexico by species from farther south occurred in rela­
tively recent times (Grisccm, 1932), and few forms have had sufficient time 
to evolve and diverge. Thus the avifauna of Tabasco is very similar to 
that of the tropical lowlands of the neighboring areas, southern Veracruz, 
southern Campeche, and nearby Guatemala. Tabasco does not possess a single 
endemic form, species or subspecies, although the population of Thryothorus 
albinucha that occurs southeast of Tenosique may represent an unnamed race. 
This population, however, undoubtedly extends its range into nearby Guate­
mala, for I have collected specimens within 11 miles of the border. Several
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
396
typically Yucatan birds reach their scuthwesternmost range limits in the dry 
areas (savanna or dry tropical evergreen forest) of northern Balancan muni- 
cipio. These species are Agriocharis ocellata. Centurus pygmaeus, Kyiarchus 
yucatanensis, and Arremonops rufivirgata. Thryothorus albinucha. a Yucatan 
species of arid regions, reaches eastern Tabasco, but here it was found in 
rain forest. Another Yucatan species, Cissilopha yucatanica, has extended 
its range into all suitable areas as far west as the central section of the 
State.
The large majority of the winter visitant species within Tabasco are 
birds that breed in the eastern United States and Canada, but occasionally 
a species of western affinities finds its way into the State. In a few 
species both the eastern and western subspecies occur during the winter 
months. A large percentage of the species now classified as stragglers are 
birds that breed farther to the north and are common wintering species in 
other parts of Kexico. With additional field work, these species may be 
found to be regular winter visitants or transients within Tabasco and hence 
removed from the list of stragglers. As they are removed, other stragglers 
will undoubtedly be discovered to replace them.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
LITERATURE CITED
AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY.
1944* Index to Map of Hispanic America 1:1,000,000. Vol. 2. U. S. 
Gov. Printing Office. 181 pp.
AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION
1957. Check-list of North American 3irds. 5rh ed. Amer. Ornith. 
Union. Lord Baltimore Press, Baltimore. 691 pp.
ANDRLE, R. F. AND H. H. AXTSLL
1961. Cattle Egrets in Mexico. Wil. Bull., 73, 280.
BANGS, 0.
1904. Two New Subspecies of Tropical American Tyrant Birds. Proc.
Biol. Soc. Washington, 1?, 113-114.
1915. Three New Subspecies of Birds from Eastern Mexico and Yucatan. 
Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 28, 125-126.
3EECHER, W. J.
1951. Convergence in the Coerebidae. Wilson Bull., 63, 274-28?. 
SENT, A. C.
1929. Life Histories of North American Shore Birds. Bull. U. S. Nat 
Mus. bull. 146, pt. 2. 412 pp.
193S. Life Histories of North American Birds of Prey. Bull. U. S.
Nat. Mus., bull. 170, pt. 2. 482 pp.
1940. Life Histories of North American Cuckoos, Goatsuckers, Hamming 
birds, and their Allies. Bull. U. S. Nat. Mus., bull. 176.
506 pp.
1948. Life Histories of North American Nuthatches, Wrens, Thrashers 
and their Allies. Bull. TJ. S. Nat. Mus., bull. 195. 475 pp.
1949. Life Histories of North American Thrushes, Kinglets, and their
Allies. Bull. TJ. S. Jiat. Mus., bull. 196. 454 pp.
1953. Life Histories of North American Wood Warblers. Bull. TJ. S.
Nat. Mus., bull. 203. 734 pp.
1958. Life Histories of North American Blackbirds, Orioles, Tanagers 
and Allies. Bull. U. S. Nat. Mus., bull. 211. 549 pp.
BERISTAIN, S. AND J. 3. LAURENCIO.
1894. Catalogo de las Aves de Mexico. Mem. 7 Rev. Soc. Cient. "An­
tonio Alzate," 7, 199-284
BLAKE, E. R.
1953. Birds of Mexico. Univ. Chicago Press. 644 pp.
397
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
398
BRC0KOR3, P.
1940a. New Birds rrom Southern Mexico. Auk, 57, 542-549.
1940b. A New Hawk from Southern Mexico. Occ. Papers Mus. Zool. Univ.
Michigan, no. 425, 1-4.
1942a. Notes on Some Races of the Rough-winged Swallow. Condor, 44, 
214-217.
1942b. The Chachalaca of Interior Chiapas. Proc. Biol. Soc. Washing­
ton, 55, 131-182.
1943. Birds from the Gulf Lowlands of Southern Mexico. Mus. Publ.
Univ. Michigan Mus. Zool., no. 55* 88 pp.
1947. The Banded Wrens of Northern Middle America. Condor. 49, 242-
243.
1943. Thxonomio Notes on the Laughing Falcon. Auk, 65 , 406-410.
COOKE, M. T.
1938. Returns of Banded Birds. Recoveries of Banded Marsh Birds.
Bird Band., 9, 80-87.
1940. Winter Range of the Herring Gall. Auk, 57, 250-251.
COOKE, W. TW.
1905. Routes of Bird Migration. Auk, 22, 1-11.
COPY, C. B. AND C. S. HELLMAYR.
1927. Catalogue of Birds of the Americas. Field Mus. Nat. Hist., publ.
242, Zool. Ser. 13, pt. 5. 517 pp.
DELACOUR, J.
1959. The Waterfowl of the World. Vol. 3. Country Life Limited,
London- 270 pp.
DICKEHMAN, R. W.
1961. A New Subspecies of the Pinnated Bittern. 'Wil. Bull., 73, 333- 
335.
DICKEY, D. R. AND A. J. VAN ROSSM.
1927. Seven New Birds from Salvador. Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington,
40, 1-7.
DIRECClflN DE DIFUSION CULTURAL.
1958. Geografia de Tabasco. 145 pp.
DIRECCItiN DE GEOGRAFlA METEOROLOGlA E HIDROLOGlA.
1946. Atlas Geografico de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos. Secretaria 
de Agricultura y Fomento.
D’J BUS, B.
1847. Note sur Quelgues Especes Nouvelles d ’Oiseaux d ’Amerique.
Bull. Acad. Roy. Sci. Lettr. Beaux-Arts, Belgium, 14, pt. 2, 
101-108.
1848. Esquisses Omithologiques. Livr. 4.
EATON, S. W.
1957. Variation in Seiurus noveboracensis. Auk, 74, 229-239.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
EISENMANN, E.
1955 ♦ Hie Species of Middle American Birds. Trans. Linnean Soc.
New York, 7. 123 pp.
FRIEDMANN, H.
1950. The Birds of North and Middle America. Bull. U. S. Nat. Mus., 
no. 50, pt. 11. 793 ?p.
FRIEDMANN, H., L. GRIMSON, AND R. T. MOORS.
1950. Distributional Check-list of the Birds of Mexico. Pt. I. Pac. 
Coast Avifauna, no. 29. 202 pp.
GOLDMAN, E. A.
1911. A New Kingfisher from Panama. Smithsonian Misc. Coll., publ. 
2053, 1-2.
1951. Biological Investigations in Mexico. Smithsonian Misc. Coll., 
115. 476 pp.
GRI3CCM, L.
1932. The Distribution of 3ird-life in Guatemala. Bull. Amer. Mus. 
Nat. Hist., vol. 64. 439 pp.
GROSS, A. C.
1940. The Migration of Kent Island Herring Gulls. Bird Band., 11, 
129-155.
HARGITT, E.
1390. Catalogue of the Birds in the British Museum. Vol. 18. London. 
597 pp.
HARTSRT, E.
1892. Catalogue of the Birds in the British Museum. Vol. 16. London. 
434-654.
HELLMAYR, C. E.
1906. A Revision of the Species of the Genus Pipra. Ibis, 6, 1-46.
1929. Catalogue of Birds of the Americas. Field Mus. Nat. Hist.,
publ. 266, Zool. Ser. 13, pt. 6. 253 pp.
1934. Catalogue of Birds of the Americas. Field Mus. Nat. Hist.,
publ. 330, Zool. Ser. 13, pt. 7. 531 pp.
1935. Catalogue of Birds of the Americas. Field Mus. Nat. Hist., publ
347, Zool. Ser. 13, pt. 3. 541 pp.
1936. Catalogue of Birds of the Americas. Field Mus. Nat. Hist., publ
365, Zool. Ser. 13, pt. 9. 458 pp.
1937* Catalogue of Birds of the Americas. Field Mus. Nat. Hist., publ
381, Zool. Ser. 13, pt. 10. 223 pp.
1938. Catalogue of BLrd3 of the Americas. Field Mus. Nat. His*., publ
430, Zool. Ser. 13, pt. 11. 662 pp.
HELLMAYR, C. E. AND B. CONOVER.
1942. Catalogue of Birds of the Americas. Field Mus. Nat. Hist., publ
514, Zool. Ser. 13, pt. 1, no. 1. 636 pp.
1948. Catalogue of Birds of the Americas. Field Mus. Nat. Hist., publ
615, Zool. Ser. 13, pt. 1, no. 2. 434 pp?
1949* Catalogue of Birds of the Americas. Field Mus. Nat. Hist., publ
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
400
634, Zool. Ser. 13, pt. 1, no. 4. 358 pp.
JOHNSTON, R. P.
1961. The Genera of American Ground Doves. Auk, 78, 372-378 
LEOPOLD, A. S.
1959. Wildlife of Mexico. Univ. California Press, Berkeley and Los 
Angeles. 568 pp.
LINCOLN, F. C.
1936. Returns of Banded Birds. Some Recoveries of Water Birds from 
Latin America. 3ird Band., 7, 139-148.
MAYR, E. AND J, C. GREENWAY, JR, EDS.
1960. Check-list of Birds of the World. Vol. 9. 3ianco Lunos Bogtrytc- 
ker:, Copenhagen. 506 pp.
MILLER, A. H., H. FRIEDMANN, L. GRISCCM, AND R. T. MOORE.
1957. Distributional Check-list of the Birds of Mexico. Pt. II. Pac. 
Coast Avifauna, no. 33. 436 pp.
MONROE, B. L., JR. .
MS. Critical Notes on Middle American Arremonops.
MOORE, R. T.
1941. Nev Races of Flycatcher, Warbler and Wrens from Mexico. Proc.
Biol. Soc. Washington, 54, 35-42.
1947. Two New Owls, a Swift and a Poorwill from Mexico. Proc. Biol. 
Soc. Washington, 60, 141-148.
NELSON, E. W.
1901a. Descriptions of a New Genu3 and Eleven New Species and Subspe­
cies from Mexico. Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 14, 169-175. 
1901b. Descriptions of Five New Birds from Mexico. Auk, 18, 46-49.
1903. Descriptions of New Birds from Southern Mexico. Proc. Biol.
Soc. Washington, 16, 151-159*
OBERHOLSER, H. C.
1912. A Revision of the Subspecies of the Green Heron (3utprides 
virescens [Linnaeus]). Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., 42, 529-577*
OGILVIE-GRANT, W. R.
1392. Catalogue of the Birds in the British Museum. Vol. 17 London.
347-497*
1893* Catalogue of the Birds in the British Museum. Vol. 22. London.
585 pp.
PAGE, J. L.
1930. Climate of Mexico. Monthly Weather Review, no. 33, 1-30.
PAYNTER, R. A., JR.
1955. The Oraithogeography of the Yucatan Peninsula. Peabody Mus.
Nat. Hist., Bull. 9. 347 pp.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
401
PAINTER, R. A. JR., EC.
1957* Biological Investigations in the Selva Lacandona, Chiapas, Mexico. 
Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool., 116, 191-298.
PETERS, J. L.
1951. Check-list of 3irds of the World. Vol. 7. Harvard Univ. Print. 
Office, Cambridge. 318 pp.
PITELKA, F. A.
1950. Geographic Variation and the Species Problem in the Shore-bird 
Genus Limnodromu3. Univ. California Publ. Zool., 50. 107 pp.
RAND, A. L.
I960. Races of the Short-tailed fewk, Buteo brachyorus. Auk, 77, 
448-459.
RIDGWAY, R.
1901. The
no.
3irds of North and 
50, pt. 1 . 715 pp.
Middle America. Bull. U. s. Nat. Mus.,
n AAAxyu-c. The
no.
Birds of North and 
50, pt. 2. 834 pp.
Middle America Bull. U., s,. Nat. Mus.,
1904. The
no.
Birds of North and 
50, pt. 3 . 801 pp.
Middle America. Bull. u. S. Nat. Mus.,
1907. The
no.
Birds of North and 
50, pt. 4. 973 pp.
Middle America. Bull. u. S. Nat. Mus.,
1911. The
no.
Birds of North and 
50, pt. 5. 859 pp.
Hiddle America. Bull. u. S. Nat. Mus.,
1912. Descriptions of Some New Species and Subspecies of Birds from
Tropical America. Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 25, 87-92.
1914. The Birds of North and Middle America. Bull. U. S. Nat. Mus.,
no. 50, pt. 6. 832 pp.
1916. The Birds of North and Middle America. Bull. D. S. Nat. Mus.,
no. 50, pt. 7. 543 pp.
1919. The Birds of North and Middle America. Bull. U* S. Nat. Mus.,
no. 50, pt. 8. 832 pp.
RIDGWAY, R. AND H. FRIEDMANN.
1941. The Birds of North and Middle America. Bull. U. S. Nat. Mus.,
no. 50, pt. 9. 254 pp.
1946. The Birds of North and Middle America. Bull. U. S. Nat. Mas.,
no. 50, pt, 10. 484 pp.
R07IR0SA, J. N.
1387. Apuntes para la Zoologia de Tabasco. Vertebrados Observados 
en el Territorio de Macuspana. Naturaleza, 7, 345-389.
ROWAN, W.
1932. The Status of the Dowitchers with a Description of a New Sub­
species from Alberta and Manitoba. Auk, 49, 14-35.
RU3SELL, S. M.
MS. A Distributional Study of the Birds of British Honduras.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
402
SALVADORI, T.
1891. Catalogue of the Birds in the British Museum. Vol. 20. London, 
658 pp.
1893. Catalogue of the Birds in the British Museum. Vol. 21, London. 
676 pp.
SALVIN, 0.
1889. A List of the Birds of the Islands of the Coast of Yucatan and 
of the Bay of Honduras. Ibis, 1, ser. 6, 359-379.
1892. Catalogue of the Birds in the British Museum. Vol. 16. London. 
1-433.
SALVIN, 0. AND F. D. GODMAN.
1879-1904. Biologia Centrali-Americana, Aves. Taylor and Francis, London. 
Vol. 1, 512 pp. Vol. 2, 598 pp. Vol. 3, 519 pp.
1389b. Notes on Mexican Birds. Ibis, 1, 232-243.
1892b. Cn a Collection of Birds from Central Nicaragua. Ibis, 4, 324- 
328.
SCLATER, P. L.
1391. Catalogue of the Birds in the British Museum. Vol. 19. London.
122-208.
SELANDER, R. X.
1959. Polymorphism in Mexican Brown Jays. Auk, 76, 385-417.
SHARPE, R. B.
1 8 9 2 .  Catalogue of the Birds in the British Museum. 7ol. 17. London.
1-346.
1896. Catalogue of the Birds in the British Museum. Vol. 24. London.
794 pp.
1398. Catalogue of the Birds in the British Museum. Vol. 26. London.
1-328.
SHELLEY, G. E.
1891. Catalogue of the Birds in the British Museum. Vol. 19. London.
1-121, 209-456.
SKUTCH, A. F.
1954. Life Histories of Central American Birds. Pac. Coast Avifauna, 
no. 31. 448 pp.
5T0RER, R. W.
1961. Two Collections of Birds from Campeche, Mexico. Occ. Papers 
Univ. Michigan Mus. Zool., no. 621, 1-19.
THOMPSON, M. C.
1962. Noteworthy Records of 3irds from the Republic of Mexico. Wil. 
Bull., 74, 173-176.
TODD, W. E. C.
1913. A Revision of the Genus Chaemepelia. Ann. Carnegie Mus., 3, 
507-603.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
403
1922. Studies in the lyrannidae II. Hie Restricted Genus Mylobius.
Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 35, 17-38.
1929. 4 Revision of the Wood-V/arbler Genus Basileuterus and its Allies.
. Proc. Ui S. Nat. Mus., 74, 1-95.
TRAYLOR, M. A., JR.
1941. Birds from the Yucatan Peninsula. Field Mus. Nat. Hist., publ. 
493, Zool. Ser., 24. 195-225.
VAN ROSSE24, A. J.
1942. Du Bus* Types of Cyanocorax unicolor and Sylvia taenlata. Wil. 
Bull., 54, 212-213.
VAN ROSSEM, A. J. AND M. HACHISUKA.
1938. A Race of the Green Kingfisher from Northwestern Mexico. Condor, 
40, 227-228.
VAN TYNE, J.
1935. The Birds of Northern Peten, Guatemala. Misc, Publ. Univ. 
Michigan Mus. Zool., no, 2?, 1-46.
VAN TYNE, J. AND M. 3. TRAUTMAN.^
1941. New Birds from Yucatan. Occ. Papers Mas. Zool. Univ. Michigan., 
no. 439, 1-11.
WEBER, W. A.
1945* Wildlife of Tabasco and Veracruz. Nat. Gecg. Mag., 37, 135-216.
WEBSTER, J. D. —
1959. A Revision of the Botteri Sparrow. Condor, 61, 136-146.
WETMORE, A.
1942. Descriptions of Three Additional Birds from Southern Veracruz. 
Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 55, 105-108.
1949. Geographical Variation in the American Redstart (Setophaga 
ruticilla). Jour. Washington Acad. Sci., 39, 137-139.
1962. Systematic Notes Concerned with the Avifauna of Panama. Smith­
sonian Misc. Coll., Vol. 145, no. 1, publ. 4501, 1-14.
WETMORE, A. AND K. C. PARKES.
1962. A New Subspecies of Ivory-billed Woodhewer from Mexico. Proc. 
Biol, Soc. Washington, 75, 57-59.
WILLIS, E.
1960. A Study of the Foraging Behavior of TVo Species of Ant-tanagers. 
Auk, 77, 150-170.
WOLFE, L. R.
1961. Cattle Egret in Mexico. Auk, 78, 640-641.
ZIMMER, J. T«
1937. Studies of Peruvian Birds No. XXVII. Notes on the Genera Mus- 
civora, Tyrannus, Bnpidonomus. and Sirystes, with Further Notes 
on Knipolegus. Amer. Mus. Novit,, no. 962, 1-28.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
BIOGRAPHY
Delwyn Green Berrett was born on 27 July 1935 at Menan, Idaho, where 
he received his elementary education. He attended Rigby High School and 
graduated in May 1953. He entered Ricks College at Rexburg, Idaho, in 
September 1953 and remained at that school for three years. He entered 
Brigham Young University in 1956 and graduated with a 3achelor of Science 
in Zoology in 1957. He received his Master of Science degree from the 
same university in August 1953. He began graduate study at Louisiana State 
University in September 1953 and became a candidate for the degree of Doc- 
tor of Philosonh'7’ in 19^2*
iOA
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
E X A M I N A T I O N  A N D  T H E S I S  R E P O R T
Candidate: Delwyn Green Berrett
Major Field: Zoology
Title of Thesis: The Birds of the Mexican State of Tabasco
Approved:
flajor P
Dean of the Graduate School
EXAMINING COMMITTEE:
vi___
Date of Examination:
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
